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December 1, 2019 
First Sunday in Advent 

 
Pastor Kurt Hoover 
Pastor David Stier 

 
Organist: Rose Ann Sochan 

Choir Director: Herb Alexander 
Worship Coordinator: Lloyd Evans 



 2 

Welcome To Messiah Lutheran’s Morning School Of The Bible! 
First Sunday In Advent 

Joy To The World! The Lord Is Come!   
December 1, 2019 

8:00 & 9:30 A.M. (Child care provided) 
 

Enter Reverently, Worship Joyfully, Live Faithfully 
 

PRELUDE                                                                                             Lloyd Evans 
        
OPENING HYMN                  p.125 v.1-2, 4 The Hymnal 
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SANCTUARY CHOIR  (8:00)     “Silent Night, Holy Night”      (arr. Joel Raney)  

 
 

Christmas Litany 
 

Pastor: God, we can wait our whole lives for it to look like Christmas. We can rely 
on tinsel and twinkling lights; We can conjure up nostalgia with cookies; 
We can spray cans of snow on trees; We can fill stockings;  

All: We think we can buy Christmas 
Pastor: But this is not what real Christmas looks like 
All: A mother laboring in a barn; 
Pastor: A babe in a manger, sticky from birth 

All: Exhaustion, and milk-drunk sleep 
Pastor: Stink of cattle, dung, and hay;  
All:     Starlight shining on crisp plains. 
Pastor:  And the lingering question: 
All: What do we do now? 

Pastor: Now that the world has become quiet 
All: Now that everything has changed, 
Pastor: Now that we have seen a Great Light  
All:      Now that we have wonder? 
Pastor:  Christmas is work 
All: And joyful 
Pastor: A long push 

All: And glorious 
Pastor: Traveler’s grit  
All:      And graceful. 
Pastor:  Christmas is subtle things reverberating 
All: Past, present, future remade. 
Pastor: Christmas is small things making meaning. 
All: Hopeful waiting and arrival 
Pastor: Christmas is homeless finding refuge...  
All:      that is the Gloria the angels sing. 
Pastor:  We worship you Lord in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy              
              Spirit 
All:      Amen 

 
WELCOME  (Please sign the CONNECTION CARD found in the pew in front of you and place in the offering plate.) 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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HYMNS OF PRAISE                 p. 145 v. 1-2 The Hymnal  
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                                       p.131 v.1-2, 4  The Hymnal  
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“Emmanuel” p.134 (2X) The Hymnal 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Leader: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

A Moment of Silent Prayer and Reflection 
 

Leader: Holy and Gracious God, 
All: I confess that I have sinned against you this day and every day. Some of 

my sin I know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am 
ashamed—but some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I 
ask forgiveness. Deliver and restore me, that I may rest in peace and live 
each day for You. 

Leader: By the mercy of God we are united with Jesus Christ, and in Him we are   
forgiven. We rest now in His peace and rise every morning to serve Him.  
Amen.  

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON  (8:00)                                                               Bryn Werner  
 
THE OFFERING                                              Lloyd Evans 
Ushers this morning are Terry Anderson & Jerry Buchenau(8:00) 
Bill Unyi & Lou Mahalik (9:30) 
 
Our Response 
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OUR OLD TESTAMENT LESSON       
Isaiah 53:2-12 (NLT) 
Readers Marsha Smith (8:00), Jeff Holmes (9:30) 

 
My servant grew up in the Lord’s presence like a tender green shoot,  like a root in dry ground. 
There was nothing beautiful or majestic about his appearance, nothing to attract us to him. 
3 
He was despised and rejected—a man of sorrows, acquainted with deepest grief. 

We turned our backs on him and looked the other way. He was despised, and we did not care. 
4
 Yet it was our weaknesses he carried; it was our sorrows that weighed him down. 

And we thought his troubles were a punishment from God, a punishment for his own sins! 
5
 But he was pierced for our rebellion, crushed for our sins. 

He was beaten so we could be whole. He was whipped so we could be healed. 
6
 All of us, like sheep, have strayed away. We have left God’s paths to follow our own. 

Yet the Lord laid on him the sins of us all. 
7
 He was oppressed and treated harshly, yet he never said a word. 

He was led like a lamb to the slaughter. 
    And as a sheep is silent before the shearers, he did not open his mouth. 
8
 Unjustly condemned, he was led away. 

No one cared that he died without descendants, 
    that his life was cut short in midstream. 
But he was struck down for the rebellion of my people. 
9
 He had done no wrong and had never deceived anyone. 

But he was buried like a criminal; he was put in a rich man’s grave. 
10

 But it was the Lord’s good plan to crush him and cause him grief. 
Yet when his life is made an offering for sin, he will have many descendants. 
He will enjoy a long life, and the Lord’s good plan will prosper in his hands. 
11

 When he sees all that is accomplished by his anguish, he will be satisfied. 
And because of his experience, my righteous servant will make it possible 
for many to be counted righteous, for he will bear all their sins. 
12

 I will give him the honors of a victorious soldier, because he exposed himself to death. 
He was counted among the rebels. He bore the sins of many and interceded for rebels. 

 

 

OUR GOSPEL LESSONS              
Mark 3:1-6 & Matthew 22:15-22 (NLT) 

 Jesus went into the synagogue again and noticed a man with a deformed hand. 
2 
Since it was 

the Sabbath, Jesus’ enemies watched him closely. If he healed the man’s hand, they planned to 
accuse him of working on the Sabbath. 

3 
Jesus said to the man with the deformed hand, “Come 

and stand in front of everyone.” 
4 
Then he turned to his critics and asked, “Does the law permit 

good deeds on the Sabbath, or is it a day for doing evil? Is this a day to save life or to destroy 
it?” But they wouldn’t answer him. 

5 
He looked around at them angrily and was deeply saddened 

by their hard hearts. Then he said to the man, “Hold out your hand.” So the man held out his 
hand, and it was restored! 

6 
At once the Pharisees went away and met with the supporters of 

Herod to plot how to kill Jesus. 
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15 
Then the Pharisees met together to plot how to trap Jesus into saying something for which he 

could be arrested. 
16 

They sent some of their disciples, along with the supporters of Herod, to meet 
with him. “Teacher,” they said, “we know how honest you are. You teach the way of God truthfully. 
You are impartial and don’t play favorites. 

17 
Now tell us what you think about this: Is it right to pay 

taxes to Caesar or not?” 
18 

But Jesus knew their evil motives. “You hypocrites!” he said. “Why are 
you trying to trap me? 

19 
Here, show me the coin used for the tax.” When they handed him a Roman 

coin,
[a]

 
20 

he asked, “Whose picture and title are stamped on it?” 
21 

“Caesar’s,” they replied. “Well, 
then,” he said, “give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar, and give to God what belongs to God.” 

22 
His 

reply amazed them, and they went away. 

 
 
 
 
 

HYMN                                     p.137 v.1-2 The Hymnal       
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+22%3A15-22+&version=NLT#fen-NLT-23866a
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MESSAGE 
“Herod the Great, Jesus the King?” 

Isaiah 53: 2-12, Mark 3:1-6, Matthew 22:15-22  
by Pastor David Stier 

(Copies of this sermon and others can be found on our sermon table in the church entryway.)  
 
HYMN                             p.80 (2X)  The Hymnal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORDS OF FAITH                                                                          The Apostles’ Creed 
     I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born 
of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again. He ascended into Heaven, and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Serving this morning are Dan and Jane Stukel (8:00) 
Sherye Schwarz, Liz Liming, Carol Gordon (9:30) 
 
What We Believe Concerning the Lord’s Supper  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
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HYMN          “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HYMNS TO BE SUNG DURING COMMUNION 
p.29 v.1-3, p.209 (2X), p. 204 v.1-3, p.88 v. 1-4 
(hymns can be found in our pew hymnal) 
 
 
THE COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
 
THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING                                                                                                   
All:  Thank you Father for the gift of salvation. Thank You Lord Jesus for this holy 
meal and the sacrifice of Your life. Thank You Holy Spirit for awakening faith within 
our hearts. We hear Your voice in this meal and celebrate Your holy presence. 
Melt us, mold us, fill us, use us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
 
 
THE BENEDICTION 
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CLOSING HYMN               p.82 v.1-2 The Hymnal    
 
POSTLUDE                                                                  Lloyd Evans 

 

God Will Never Lead You To A Place  
Where His Grace Cannot Keep You. 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #35178. 
CCLI License No. 854341 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WELCOME AND GOOD MORNIING! Thank you for sharing the season of Advent and Christmas 
with us. Please come to one of our classes, Advent services or fun gatherings. We’d like to get to 
know you better.    
 
GIFTS FOR BABY JESUS! It is a tradition at Messiah to bring gifts for newborn children or 
new moms on Christmas Eve and donate them to a local crisis pregnancy center. You can 
bring diapers, clothing, powder, a gift of money or anything that a parent might need in caring for 
her child. Please put on the wrapping paper what the item is, the size and whether it’s for mother 
or child. You can bring the gifts to any service but we will invite the young children to bring them 
forward specifically at 5:00 p.m. Thank you. 
 
CHRISTMAS GIFTS TO MESSIAH: 10% of the gifts will be given to Morning Star Mission.  The 
other 90% will cover any shortfall in the General Fund.  After covering the operating expenses, 
remaining amounts will be used for Continued Building Updates, which will include modifications 
for safety and security. 
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CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICES 
Saturday, December 24th  
at 5:00 P.M. (family oriented), 7:00 P.M. and 11:00 P.M.  
BRING FAMILY AND FRIENDS! 
 
HELP NEEDED: We need a Wednesday worship attendee to clean up the communion 
trays.  It only takes 10 minutes and we would love to show you how you can help serve in 
this ministry.  Contact Teryl Lundeen or talk with the preacher after the service.  
 
HOLIDAY CALENDAR: There will be no Wednesday night services on December 25 
(Christmas) or January 1 (New Year’s Day). Enjoy the holidays! 
 
PRAYER CHAIN: Messiah uses a prayer chain made up of people willing to pray for our 
members, community and nation in the times of crisis. The prayers are confidential and 
anonymous as much as possible. You can make a difference through the gift of your 
prayers. Contact Cindi Souza at regency118@comcast.net or Pastor Dave at 
pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org to become a partner.  
 
ALTAR FLOWERS: Today’s altar flowers are provided by Dave and Nan Dusak in honor 
of Jeff & Jen’s 18th anniversary. If you would like to purchase altar flowers for a particular 
Sunday, sign up in the narthex hallway. Note that the sign up area has moved to the west 
wall. 
 
INSIGHT (Adult Sunday School): There are two choices for Sunday School in December. 
First, the schedule in the fellowship hall will be:  
Dec. 1st What is Advent?; Dec. 8th Truth & Tradition 
Dec. 15th Bring a friend to the Cantata at 8am or 9:30am 
Dec. 22nd Christmas conversations & fellowship 
Second, Mosaic will join one of the classes for the month of December. Make sure to join 
one of these classes for great teaching and fellowship! 
 
FUNDRAISER: Almy Gerstenkorn will be selling slippers today to benefit the Pacific 
Garden Mission. There mission is to help the homeless and less fortunate in Chicago, 
offering shelter, food, prayer groups and more.  
 
DECEMBER CALENDAR: Sunday school classes will be held on Sunday, December 1, 
with there will be no classes Sunday, December 22 or 29. Classes resume Sunday, 
January 5. 
 
CHRISTMAS PROGRAMS:  Our annual Christmas cantata will be on December 15 during 
the 8 and 9:30 a.m. services. Please attend and hear our wonderful choir celebrate the 
birth of Jesus in song.  Later that day at 4 pm we will be having our annual Sunday School 
Christmas program in the Family Life Center. The rehearsal for this program is on 
December 14 at 9 a.m. Everyone is invited to the program to see how hard our kids have 
worked on telling the story of the birth of Jesus.  
 
KIDS’ NIGHT OUT CHRISTMAS BASH: It’s a party for the kids and a shopping time for 
the grownups! Pre-K through 4th grade, come join us Saturday, December 7, 5:00-7:30 
p.m. for an all-out Christmas bash in the Family Life Center! There will be Nerf battles, 
games, crafts, and movies. We’ll also have pizza to snack on. Parents, this is a great 
opportunity to get some Christmas shopping done. We’ll also need a few parent helpers/
game players to assist with the bash as well. Kids, make sure your names are on your Nerf 
guns. Parents, sign up at the Sunday School desk upstairs or email Chris Hoelscher 
at cvb72@aol.com by December 4 so that we can get a headcount for dinner orders. 
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YOU VERSION: We are using the YouVersion app today for sermon notes. You can 
download this app for your Android or Apple phone, tap on “more” and then go to “events”. 
You’ll find Messiah Lutheran listed there.  
 
GIVING TUESDAY: Tuesday, December 3- Geneva, IL  (9:00 - 11:30 AM and 1:00 - 3:30 PM) 
Give Back On Giving Tuesday! Thrivent members and friends are invited to join us for morning 
(9:00 - 11:30 AM) and afternoon (1:00 - 3:30 PM) volunteer shifts at Northern Illinois Food 
Bank. This event will include food, fun, and fundraising for a great cause. Together we will 
help feed our hungry neighbors! https://thriventgivingtuesday.eventbrite.com  
For every $2 raised from members, Thrivent will donate an additional $1 up to $20,000 total in 
support of funds raised for Northern Illinois Food Bank and Lutheran Outdoor Ministries 
Center. Visit each mission's giving page below to learn more and donate today! 
 
Lutheran Outdoor Ministries Center 
https://thrivent.cotribute.co/events/323493/detail 
 
Northern Illinois Food Bank 
https://thrivent.cotribute.co/events/323490/detail 
 
CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION: Saturday, December 14 – Geneva, IL (9:00 AM - 11:30 AM) 
Join your local Thrivent team and community for a Christmas celebration, charity drive, and 
breakfast with Santa. This gathering includes brunch, Christmas activity stations, photos with 
Santa, live music, and local charities will be on site so you can kick-off the Season of Giving 
right. We ask all guests to bring toy donations in support of Habitat for Humanity and families 
in need. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS NEEDED: We need to add to our substitute 
teacher pool for Sunday School K-8 classes.  The youngest members of our congregation 
need caring adults to assist them in learning about the glory of God.  Curriculum is provided 
so you don't have to plan anything. Just join our classes and have fun!  Please contact Chris 
Hoelscher at cvb72@aol.com or 815-730-8955 if you are interested in helping. 
 
OWLS: OWLS will be meeting December 10th at noon. Lloyd and Summar Evans will be 
singing your favorite Christmas songs. Please bring sides. Sign up in the narthex! 

 

ADVENT JOURNEY 

SUNDAY MORNINGS STARTING DEC. 1 
 

What is it that led so many to the life changing experience of Jesus’ Birth? What 
was their path? What path are you on? Join us as we follow the journey of our 

moving nativity toward the Hope of God with us!  
 

Dec. 1 – Herod 
Dec. 8 – Mary 

Dec. 15 – Joseph  
Dec. 22 – The Shepherds  
Dec. 24 – A Child Is Born! 

Dec. 29 – Seek Him   
Jan. 5 – The Journey Begins 
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“All day long he craves for more, 
but the righteous give without sparing.” 

Proverbs 21:26 

 
THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 

 
Today 

8 & 9:30 am Worship Services 
9:30 am Sunday School 

10:45 Youth Choir Rehearsal 
11 am Family Praise & Worship 

Monday 
8 am Cornerstone Homeschool 

Tuesday 
6:30 pm SALT High School Bible Study 

Wednesday 
8 am Classical Conversations Homeschool 

6:15 pm Head 2 Heart 
6:30 pm Awana 

7:15 pm Worship Service 
Thursday 

10 am Prayer Time 
11 am Staff Meeting 

7:15 pm Sanctuary Choir practice 
Friday 

6 pm Worship Team Rehearsal 
Saturday 

9:30 am Secret Sis Meetup 
5 pm Kids’ Night Out 
5 pm Couples’ Club 

 
 

Messiah Lutheran Church      Website: www.mlcjoliet.org     

STEWARDSHIP & ATTENDANCE 
NOVEMBER 24 

8am- 99 
9:30am- 130 

11am-105 
Total- 334 

 
Sunday school—101 

 
 

2019 BUDGET 
Operating Expenses:  $739,802      

Average Need Each Week: $14,227 
Received last week: $10,408 

Received year-to-date: $596,465.03 
Needed year-to-date:  $668,669  

 
 “Growing God’s Family” Progress 

(including extension through May 26, 2019) 
Estimate - $2,065,000.00 
Received - $ 2,094,474 


