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Ruth 3:1-5, 14-18  

One day Naomi said to Ruth, “My daughter, it’s time that I found a permanent 
home for you, so that you will be provided for. 2 Boaz is a close relative of ours, 
and he’s been very kind by letting you gather grain with his young women. 
Tonight he will be winnowing barley at the threshing floor. 3 Now do as I tell you—
take a bath and put on perfume and dress in your nicest clothes. Then go to the 
threshing floor, but don’t let Boaz see you until he has finished eating and 
drinking. 4 Be sure to notice where he lies down; then go and uncover his feet and 
lie down there. He will tell you what to do.” 

5 “I will do everything you say,” Ruth replied.  

14 So Ruth lay at Boaz’s feet until the morning, but she got up before it was light 
enough for people to recognize each other. For Boaz had said, “No one must 
know that a woman was here at the threshing floor.” 15 Then Boaz said to her, 
“Bring your cloak and spread it out.” He measured six scoops of barley into the 
cloak and placed it on her back. Then he returned to the town. 

16 When Ruth went back to her mother-in-law, Naomi asked, “What happened, 
my daughter?” 

Ruth told Naomi everything Boaz had done for her, 17 and she added, “He gave me 
these six scoops of barley and said, ‘Don’t go back to your mother-in-law empty-
handed.’” 

18 Then Naomi said to her, “Just be patient, my daughter, until we hear what 
happens. The man won’t rest until he has settled things today.” 

 Proverbs 31:10-31 

Who can find a virtuous and capable wife? 
    She is more precious than rubies. 
11 Her husband can trust her, 
    and she will greatly enrich his life. 
12 She brings him good, not harm, 
    all the days of her life. 
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13 She finds wool and flax 
    and busily spins it. 
14 She is like a merchant’s ship, 
    bringing her food from afar. 
15 She gets up before dawn to prepare breakfast for her household 
    and plan the day’s work for her servant girls. 
16 She goes to inspect a field and buys it; 
    with her earnings she plants a vineyard. 
17 She is energetic and strong, 
    a hard worker. 
18 She makes sure her dealings are profitable; 
    her lamp burns late into the night. 
19 Her hands are busy spinning thread, 
    her fingers twisting fiber. 
20 She extends a helping hand to the poor 
    and opens her arms to the needy. 
21 She has no fear of winter for her household, 
    for everyone has warm clothes. 
22 She makes her own bedspreads. 
    She dresses in fine linen and purple gowns. 
23 Her husband is well known at the city gates, 
    where he sits with the other civic leaders. 
24 She makes belted linen garments 
    and sashes to sell to the merchants. 
25 She is clothed with strength and dignity, 
    and she laughs without fear of the future. 
26 When she speaks, her words are wise, 
    and she gives instructions with kindness. 
27 She carefully watches everything in her household 
    and suffers nothing from laziness. 
28 Her children stand and bless her. 
    Her husband praises her: 
29 “There are many virtuous and capable women in the world, 
    but you surpass them all!” 
30 Charm is deceptive, and beauty does not last; 
    but a woman who fears the LORD will be greatly praised. 
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31 Reward her for all she has done. 
    Let her deeds publicly declare her praise. 

 Hebrews 13:15-21 

Therefore, let us offer through Jesus a continual sacrifice of praise to God, 
proclaiming our allegiance to his name. 16 And don’t forget to do good and to 
share with those in need. These are the sacrifices that please God. 

17 Obey your spiritual leaders, and do what they say. Their work is to watch over 
your souls, and they are accountable to God. Give them reason to do this with joy 
and not with sorrow. That would certainly not be for your benefit. 

18 Pray for us, for our conscience is clear and we want to live honorably in 
everything we do. 19 And especially pray that I will be able to come back to you 
soon. 

20 Now may the God of peace— 
    who brought up from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
the great Shepherd of the sheep, 
    and ratified an eternal covenant with his blood— 
21 may he equip you with all you need 
    for doing his will. 
May he produce in you,  
    through the power of Jesus Christ, 
every good thing that is pleasing to him. 
    All glory to him forever and ever! Amen. 
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THE BIG IDEA: God resurrects the joy & hope of those who follow Him 
by faith.  

It’s a billion-dollar publishing business. Eight thousand books of this 
genre were published in 2019 alone and in 90 some languages. Three 
hundred titles sold enough to make the ‘best seller’ lists. Sixty-four 
million Americans read at least one of the titles, and 78% of those 
readers will be female. What am I talking about?  

Romance novels – those hugely popular books that explore the 
relational dance between a man and a woman where at least one of 
them is asking the question, “Is there something more than friendship 
going on between us?” There seems to be an insatiable appetite for 
romance stories.  

Some say the romance genre was born in 1972, when Avon published 
the first stand-along romance title, The Flame and the Flower. Others 
say it began in 1813 when Jane Austen published Pride and Prejudice – 
a story that some still believe to be the epitome of the romance genre. 
Still others insist that the romance story began in 1740 with the 
publication of Samuel Richardson’s Pamela, the first published book 
ever to focus entirely on the subject of courtship from a woman’s 
perspective.  

But we can go further back in time and find a romance story that 
surpasses any of the ones I just named – both in number of people who 
have read it, and in the significance of the story. For one thing, it’s not 
fiction. For another, it’s not merely about people. It’s about God and 
His people. The story is Ruth, a biblical story about a woman – Naomi – 
whose family is devastated over a period of 10-20 years. The story 
advances, in chapter 1, as a battered and broken Naomi returns home 
with one of her daughters-in-law, Ruth. The story advances again in 
chapter 2, as Ruth meets a highly respected and well-to-do relative of 
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Naomi named Boaz, who showers Ruth with favors far beyond what she 
or her mother-in-law were expecting. As we left chapter 2, Ruth was 
telling Naomi the story of what Boaz had done for her, and Naomi was 
beginning to dream again about God answering her prayers – especially 
her prayers for Ruth – and that’s where we’ll pick up the story today. 
It’s a 3,000 year-old romance story, but I want you to listen to the 3rd

 

advancement of this story, as if it had just been published, and you 
have been eagerly waiting to hear what happens next.  

This is Ruth, chapter 3 – a romance story.  

“One day Naomi said to Ruth, “My daughter, it’s time that I found a 
permanent home for you, so that you will be provided for.”  

I want you to notice the change in Naomi between this verse and Ruth 
1:8-9. As Naomi and her widowed daughters-in-law began the trip back 
to Bethlehem, Naomi had expressed her hope that the covenant God of 
Israel would bless her daughters-in-law with new husbands. It was a 
genuine hope, but one that Naomi expressed under the gloomy 
expectation that God was not really answering her prayers anymore. 
“For the Almighty has dealt very bitterly with me,” she said in Ruth 
1:20. But Ruth 3:1 shows Naomi with a very different attitude. The 
gloom is beginning to lift, and Naomi is beginning to dream again. She’s 
not just reacting to life anymore. In Ruth 3:1, she becomes proactive 
again, and she begins to explain her decision to Ruth. Follow along vs. 1 

“Naomi said to Ruth, “My daughter, it’s time that I found a permanent 
home for you, so that you will be provided for. 2 Boaz is a close relative 
of ours, and he’s been very kind by letting you gather grain with his 
young women. Tonight he will be winnowing barley at the threshing 
floor. 3 Now do as I tell you… 

In other words “Let me tell you what my plan is,” 
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“…take a bath and put on perfume and dress in your nicest clothes. 
Then go to the threshing floor, but don’t let Boaz see you until he has 
finished eating and drinking. 4 Be sure to notice where he lies down; 
then go and uncover his feet and lie down there. He will tell you what to 
do.” 

We aren’t told, here, what Ruth thought of this plan. It’s possible that it 
sounded as strange to her as it does to us. Ruth was a foreigner in 
Bethlehem, and we’re dealing with a cultural practice here. Anytime 
you go into another culture and try to understand what’s going on, you 
see things that seem kind of strange. But they’re not strange to the 
people who live in that culture. In verse 4, Naomi says, “Don’t worry 
about these odd sounding actions. Boaz will understand what’s going 
on and ‘he will tell you what you [should] do.’” Naomi knew what she 
was asking Ruth to do, and that Boaz would understand too. I’m pretty 
sure Ruth understood as well. She certainly didn’t hesitate. Verse 5:  

I will do everything you say,” Ruth replied. 6 So she went down to the 
threshing floor that night and followed the instructions of her mother-
in-law. 

7 After Boaz had finished eating and drinking and was in good spirits, he 
lay down at the far end of the pile of grain and went to sleep. Then Ruth 
came quietly, uncovered his feet, and lay down. 8 Around midnight Boaz 
suddenly woke up and turned over. He was surprised to find a woman 
lying at his feet! 9 “Who are you?” he asked. [It was dark, remember.] “I 
am your servant Ruth,” she replied. “Spread the corner of your covering 
over me, for you are my family redeemer.” 
 
I need to stop here and explain two things. First, Ruth’s request to Boaz 
that he “spread your covering over me” was a request for Boaz to 
marry her. There is an imagery here that is very powerful and intimate. 
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God, Himself, in Ezekiel 16:8, uses this same phrase to describe His 
taking of Israel to be His covenant bride. Ruth wasn’t asking to be 
covered with Boaz’ blanket. She was asking to be Boaz’ wife. But her 
request was more than mere boldness. Ruth had a specific reason why 
Boaz should marry her, and she told him what it was, “you are my 
family redeemer” or “for you are a close relative” in other translations. 

This is why it’s important to read several translations as I explained 
during Lent. Our language is very imprecise compared to Hebrew. The 
Hebrew word translated “close relative” is the 2nd thing I need to 
explain in verse 9. It’s a prominent word in this story. In fact, that 
phrase is going to show up 6 more times in this conversation alone! Let 
me show you where it is by switching over to a mashup of the NASB 
and the NIV for a moment. Verse 10:  

“10Then [Boaz] said, ‘May you be blessed of the LORD, my daughter. You 
have shown your last kindness to be better than the first by not going 
after young men, whether poor or rich.  

11 ‘Now, my daughter, do not fear. I will do for you whatever you ask, 
for all my people in the city know that you are a woman of excellence. 
12Now it is true I am a close relative [There’s the word a second time.]; 
however, there is a relative [There’s the word a third time.] closer than 
I. 13Remain this night, and when morning comes, if he will redeem 
[There’s the word a fourth time. It could be translated “if he will do for 
you what a close relative does,”] good; let him redeem you [do for you 
what a close relative does.] [There’s the word a fifth time.] But if he 
does not wish to redeem you [do for you what a close relative does] 
[There’s the word a sixth time], then I will redeem you [do for you what 
a close relative does] [There’s the word a seventh time], as the LORD 
lives. Lie down until morning.’  
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Now let’s go back to the first use of this word in verse 9. The NIV has a 
good translation of this word. They translate it “kinsman-redeemer” – a 
person related to Ruth’s deceased husband (a kinsman) who is willing 
to rescue his dead relative’s name from being cut off from the family 
genealogy. If Ruth has no children, her deceased husband’s family 
name will die. We talked a couple of weeks ago about how important it 
was to the Israelites that the family name be carried on, and I showed 
you from Deuteronomy 25:5-10, the lengths they would go to in order 
to ensure another generation to carry on the family name.  

Well, Ruth chapter three shows that process in action. Naomi, a widow 
with deceased children – she, herself, too old to marry and bear more 
children, but with a daughter-in-law, also widowed, who is certainly still 
in child-bearing years. The daughter-in-law has just had a very favorable 
encounter with one of the few men who could properly fill the role of 
the kinsman-redeemer. So Naomi sends Ruth to this engagement at the 
threshing floor, and the conversation that we just read takes place.  

But how does all of this fit into a romance story? This sounds more like 
an arranged marriage than like a love story! But let me ask you to look a 
bit closer, especially at the response of Boaz. Is something more than 
friendship developing in the heart of Boaz? Look at verse 10 again:  

“The LORD bless you, my daughter!” Boaz exclaimed! 

That’s a term of affection – “my daughter.” Naomi used it twice back 
in chapter 2, even as the narrator was continuing to refer to Ruth as 
“the Moabitess” or “the one who is not one of us.” That’s not who Ruth 
was to Naomi. And it’s not who Ruth was to Boaz either.  

In fact, when Ruth first caught the eye of Boaz in chapter 2 and Boaz 
had asked his servants about her and had been told that she was “the 
young Moabite woman,” he engaged her in a conversation reguardless 
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and he used this affectionate title, “my daughter” (Ruth 2:8). It might 
also indicate that Boaz was older than Ruth – perhaps as much as a 
generation older. But it certainly indicates that Boaz – from the 
beginning – felt a fondness for Ruth. It may have been nothing more 
than fondness, but it begs the question that is always being asked in a 
romance story: “Is there something more than friendship developing in 
the heart of Boaz?” Now, in chapter 3, we begin to get an answer to 
that question, as Boaz wakes to find Ruth at his feet, and Ruth then 
asks Boaz to be her “kinsman-redeemer” – to rescue Ruth (and her 
deceased husband’s name) from a childless fate.  Then [Boaz] said, 
“You are showing even more family loyalty now than you did before, 
for you have not gone after a younger man, whether rich or poor.” 

Ruth’s first act of loyalty had been to stay with a battered Naomi 
when Ruth could have returned to her own people (Ruth 1:15-18). Boaz 
had praised Ruth for that kindness and loyalty back in chapter 2, verse 
11. But the request that he marry her was astounding to Boaz. Verse 10 
again. …for you have not gone after a younger man, whether rich or 
poor. 
 
Here’s more evidence that Boaz was older than Ruth. He’s surprised 
that her commitment to her deceased husband – to carry on his name – 
was greater than her desire to marry a younger man – whether rich or 
poor. Boaz really expected that Ruth would forget about the family 
name and seek someone who would suit her own passions. And you 
kind of wonder here if Boaz hadn’t already pondered the thought that 
he was a “kinsman-redeemer” -- he could fulfill God’s law by taking 
take Ruth to be his wife. But surely she would reject him – she would 
surely want a younger man.  
Was there something more than friendship brewing in the heart of 
Boaz, even before Ruth approached him? We can only speculate. But 
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notice that nothing is said about Boaz pondering Ruth’s mid-night 
request. His answer comes quickly.  
 
Verse 11:  
“Now don’t worry about a thing, my daughter. I will do what is 
necessary, for everyone in town knows you are a virtuous woman.”  

I think I can hear Boaz thinking, “Is this my lucky day or what? Yes, this 
woman is from Moab – she not Israeli – but the covenant God of Israel 
has blessed this woman with excellence (or virtue).” This word 
translated as “excellence” or “virtue” is the same word used in 
Proverbs 31:10, a proverb that would later be compiled by the great-
great-grandson of Boaz.  

“An excellent wife, who can find? For her worth is far above jewels.” 
(Proverbs 31:10) 

Boaz might have been thinking, “Here is a woman of excellence or 
virtue. Here is a woman whose worth is far above any wealth I might 
acquire on earth, and she’s asking me to be her kinsman-redeemer. The 
LORD (Yahweh) is surely blessing me!” I’m speculating, of course, about 
the thoughts of Boaz. But his answer does come quickly, even though 
there was a problem, and Boaz, being a righteous man, would not cut 
corners, merely to get what was appealing to him. He continues the 
conversation in verse 12:  

“’But while it’s true that I am one of your family redeemers, there is 
another man who is more closely related to you than I am. 13 Stay here 
tonight, and in the morning I will talk to him. If he is willing to redeem 
you, very well. Let him marry you. But if he is not willing,  

then as surely as the LORD lives, I will redeem you myself! Now lie down 
here until morning.’ 
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“14 So Ruth lay at Boaz’s feet until the morning, but she got up before it 
was light enough for people to recognize each other. For Boaz had said, 
‘No one must know that a woman was here at the threshing floor.’  

“15 Then Boaz said to her, ‘Bring your cloak and spread it out.’ He 
measured six scoops[a] of barley into the cloak and placed it on her back. 
Then he[b] returned to the town.” 

Nobody is certain how much barely that was, but it was more than 
what Ruth had brought home the day before after a day of gleaning. It 
would have been enough to stagger her a bit under the weight.  

“When Ruth went back to her mother-in-law, Naomi asked, ‘What 
happened, my daughter?’ 

Ruth told Naomi everything Boaz had done for her, 17 and she added, 
‘He gave me these six scoops of barley and said, “Don’t go back to your 
mother-in-law empty-handed.”’ 

Here is another place where I’d like to see the face of Naomi. She’s in 
her matchmaking glory! We know that. But those words that Boaz sent 
home with Ruth! He didn’t want Naomi to be “empty.” That’s what the 
last word of verse 17 is – “empty or empty handed.” It’s the same 
Hebrew word Naomi had used to describe her life as she returned to 
Bethlehem after the famine and after the loss of her husband and of 
her sons. Ruth 1:21:  

21“I went out full, but the LORD has brought me back empty.” 

But her story wasn’t over in Ruth 1:21. There was more to come. God 
wasn’t finished with Naomi or Ruth in chapter 1!  

And now, in chapter 3, not only is her daughter-in-law on the way to a 
redemptive marriage, but someone is looking out for Naomi as well, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ruth%203&version=NLT#fen-NLT-7164a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ruth%203&version=NLT#fen-NLT-7164b
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that she would not remain “empty.” The expression on Naomi’s face – 
at hearing these words – had to have been one of both wonder and 
excitement. And Ruth must have looked at Naomi with an expression 
of, “What should I do now?”  

Verse 18: “Then Naomi said to her, ‘Just be patient, my daughter, until 
we hear what happens. The man won’t rest until he has settled things 
today.’” 

Just be patient, my daughter… Wait, my daughter... 

• “Wait,” you who have been brought by God from the land of false 
gods to the land of the True God.  

• “Wait,” you who have been brought into the family of God by 
marriage, but have seen it torn away from you by trauma.  

• “Wait,” you who have purposefully and sacrificially chosen to 
follow the LORD, the covenant God of Israel. 

• “Wait,” you who have given yourself so fully to your aging 
mother-in-law, laboring in the fields to see that she’s cared for. 

• “Wait,” you who have rejected the advances of younger men 
because not a one of them could honor the name of your 
deceased husband. 

• “Wait,” you who have caught the eye of a kinsman-redeemer who 
is also a righteous man 

•  “Wait,” you who went to the threshing floor empty and have 
come home not only with grain, but with a promise of 
redemption.  

“Wait,” my daughter, “Just be patient my daughter, until we hear what 
happens. The man won’t rest until he has settled things today.” 

Conclusion  
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Ladies, you recognize this kind of story, don’t you? It’s a love story. But 
it’s not just a story about Ruth and Boaz moving toward marriage and 
toward a life lived happily ever-after. Nor is it merely a story about 
Naomi experiencing a resurrection of joy after a devastating period of 
life – though that is a great story too.  

No,  

• This is a story about God loving common people, wooing them 
into a voluntary faithfulness toward Him, and then leading them 
into His abundant and even excessive favor.  

• This is a story about God entering into the lives of common 
people and convincing them that the best is yet to come as we 
faithfully follow Him.  

• This is a story that calls us to trust in the covenant God of Israel – 
the God who we can know through His Son, Jesus Christ, crucified 
for our sins and risen again victoriously over sin and death.  

And here’s the lesson we’ve learned so far: The God who resurrected 
the joy and the hope of Naomi can resurrect you as well. Wait 
expectantly for Him!  

• Trust Him, through Christ – even in the hard days.  
• Walk with Him, like Christ – even through the trials of life.  
• And expect from Him – through faith in Jesus Christ – abundant 

blessings that will ultimately turn all of your tears into laughter.  

And as you wait for God’s time and God’s way of blessing you, keep 
asking this question: “Is there is something more than mere friendship 
going on between God and me?” The answer to that question is, “Yes!” 
God is wooing you even in your trials. Expect His love to result in 
blessings far beyond what you can ask or think. We’ve seen this happen 
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already in the book of Ruth, and we haven’t even gotten to chapter 4 
yet. But we will……. 


