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SUNDAY WORSHIP  
SEPTEMBER 13, 2020 

8 & 9:30 AM 
 
 

Pastor Kurt Hoover 
Pastor David Stier 

 
Organist: Rose Ann Sochan 

Choir Director: Herb Alexander 
Youth Director: Brian Phipps 

Worship Coordinator: Lloyd Evans 
 
 

“Honor the Lord for the glory of his name. Worship the Lord 
in the splendor of his holiness.” (Psalm 29:2)  

40 Houbolt Rd. 
Joliet, IL 60431 

815.741.4488 www.mlcjoliet.org 
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Welcome To Messiah Lutheran Church livestream 
SEPTEMBER 13, 2020 

8 & 9:30 A.M. 
Enter Reverently, Worship Joyfully, Live Faithfully 

 
PRELUDE                                                                                             Rose Ann Sochan 
 
OPENING HYMN  “Children of the Heavenly Father” p. 44  v. 1-3, 5  The Hymnal
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 
Leader: We gather today to worship the one, true living God, and bring before Him 

our praise. As we do so, we confess our reliance on Him and our desire to 
be clean before Him. The blood of Jesus cleanses us from sin, but we must 
confess it. For if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will 
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. We want to come 
before Him with honest and pure hearts this morning.  

 
A MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER AND REFLECTION 
 
Leader: Holy and Gracious God, 
All: I confess that I have sinned against you this day and every day. Some of 

my sin I know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am 
ashamed—but some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I 
ask forgiveness. Deliver and restore me, that I may rest in peace and live 
each day for You. 

Leader: By the mercy of God we are united with Jesus Christ, and in Him we are 
forgiven. We rest now in His peace as we worship Him, and rise every 
morning to serve Him.  Amen.  

 
WELCOME 
 
 

LITANY BASED ON PSALM 103 

 

PASTOR:  The Lord is compassionate and gracious, 

      slow to anger, abounding in love. 

ALL:   he does not treat us as our sins deserve 

      or repay us according to our iniquities. 

PASTOR:  For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 

       so great is his love for those who fear him; 

ALL:   as far as the east is from the west, 

      so far has he removed our transgressions from us. 

PASTOR:  As a father has compassion on his children, 

      so the Lord has compassion on those who fear him; 

ALL:   or he knows how we are formed, 

      he remembers that we are dust. 

PASTOR:  But from everlasting to everlasting 

     the Lord’s love is with those who fear him, 

ALL:   and his righteousness with their children’s children 
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SONGS OF PRAISE             “Every Move I Make” v. 1-2 
 

Every move I make I make in You 
You make me move Jesus 
Every breath I take I breathe in You 
Every step I take I take in You 
You are my way Jesus 
Every breath I take I breathe in You 
 
Na na na na na na na 
Na na na na na na na 
Na na na na na na na 
Na na na na na na na 
 
Waves of mercy 
Waves of grace 
Everywhere I look 
I see your face 
Your love has captured me 
Oh my God 
This Love 
How can it be? 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE PART 1                                                              Audra Spielman 
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SONGS OF PRAISE                         “Our God” v. 1-2 
 

Water You turned into wine 
Opened the eyes of the blind 
There's no one like you 
None like you 
 
Into the darkness You shine 
Out of the ashes we rise 
There's No one like you 
None like you 
 
Our God is greater, our God is stronger 
God You are higher than any other 
Our God is Healer, awesome in power 
Our God, Our God 
 
Into the darkness you shining 
Out of the ashes we Rise 
No one like you 
None like you 
 
And if Our God is for us, then who could ever stop us? 
And if our God is with us, then what can stand against? 
And if Our God is for us, then who could ever stop us? 
And if our God is with us, then what can stand against? 
Then what can stand against? 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE PART 2                                                         Audra Spielman 
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OUR OLD TESTAMENT READING 
Genesis 12:1-4 (NLT) 
Readers: Beth Hohisel (8:00), Angie Mitchka (9:30) 
 
The Lord had said to Abram, “Leave your native country, your relatives, and your father’s 
family, and go to the land that I will show you. 

2 
I will make you into a great nation. I will 

bless you and make you famous, and you will be a blessing to others. 
3 
I will bless those 

who bless you and curse those who treat you with contempt. All the families on earth will 
be blessed through you.” 

4 
So Abram departed as the Lord had instructed, and Lot went 

with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he left Haran. 

OUR FIRST GOSPEL READING 
Luke 13:10-14 (NLT) 
 
10 

One Sabbath day as Jesus was teaching in a synagogue, 
11 

he saw a woman who had 
been crippled by an evil spirit. She had been bent double for eighteen years and was un-
able to stand up straight. 

12 
When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said, “Dear wom-

an, you are healed of your sickness!” 
13 

Then he touched her, and instantly she could 
stand straight. How she praised God! 

14 
But the leader in charge of the synagogue was in-

dignant that Jesus had healed her on the Sabbath day. “There are six days of the week for 
working,” he said to the crowd. “Come on those days to be healed, not on the Sabbath.” 

OUR SECOND GOSPEL READING 
Mark 2:1-5 (NLT) 
 
When Jesus returned to Capernaum several days later, the news spread quickly that he 
was back home. 

2 
Soon the house where he was staying was so packed with visitors that 

there was no more room, even outside the door. While he was preaching God’s word to 
them, 

3 
four men arrived carrying a paralyzed man on a mat. 

4 
They couldn’t bring him to 

Jesus because of the crowd, so they dug a hole through the roof above his head. Then 
they lowered the man on his mat, right down in front of Jesus. 

5 
Seeing their faith, Jesus 

said to the paralyzed man, “My child, your sins are forgiven.”  
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MESSAGE                               
       
              “Comfort for the Kid in All of Us” 
                                                By Pastor David Stier 
                                                (Copies of this sermon and others can be          
    found online at mlcjoliet.org)   
 
 
 
HYMN                                      “Jesus Loves Even Me”  p. 579 v. 1-3 
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WORDS OF FAITH                                                                                      1 John 5 
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who 
loves the father loves his child as well. This is how we know that we love the children 
of God: by loving God and carrying out his commands. In fact, this is love for God: to 
keep his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, for everyone born of 
God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our 
faith. Who is it that overcomes the world? Only the one who believes that Jesus is the 
Son of God.  
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
THE OFFERING                                                                    Rose Ann Sochan 
Text prayer requests to 815-557-5392 
 
OUR RESPONSE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
COMMUNION 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                             
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen 
 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
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 PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Thank you Father for the gift of salvation. Thank You Lord Jesus for this holy 
meal and the sacrifice of Your life. Thank You Holy Spirit for awakening faith 
within our hearts. We hear Your voice in this meal and celebrate Your holy 
presence. Melt us, mold us, fill us, use us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
 
THE BENEDICTION 
 
CLOSING HYMN                        p. 58   v. 1-3  The Hymnal 

POSTLUDE                                                              Rose Ann Sochan   
God Will Never Lead You To A Place  
Where His Grace Cannot Keep You. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #35178., CCLI License No. 854341 
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 MLC NEWS 

 
ONLINE GIVING 

Online giving is an easy way to give to MLC, and there are three ways to do it: 
 

1) Follow this link: messiahlutheranchurch.churchcenter.com/giving 
2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet and choose to use either 

your debit/credit card or automatic bank withdrawal.  
3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 

If you need assistance with any of these, please email worship@mlcjoliet.org or call the 
church office at (815) 741-4488. 

 
FYI, automatic bank withdrawal via the Church Center app is the least expensive meth-
od for the church to process giving payments electronically, but everyone is welcome 

to use any of the preceding methods.  Of course, you can always mail your giving to 40 
Houbolt Rd., Joliet, IL 60431. 

 
ONLINE CONNECTION CARD 

We have an online connection card for people to interact with MLC, as well as show 
their attendance at all three services. It helps us keep track of who’s attending/

watching, and it helps us to stay aware of the needs of the church. Just go to bit.ly/
MLCConnect. 

 
MATERIALS FOR MAKING MASKS 

A group of people are making masks to donate to Daybreak Shelter. They are in need 
of one-quarter inch (or less) elastic for the masks they are making. If you’d like to do-
nate some, drop it by the office. If you’re interested in making some masks yourself, 

contact Lloyd at worship@mlcjoliet.org.  
 

QUILTERS NEEDS 
Quilters are in need of any size sheets. Please be sure they are without rips, tears or 

stains. There is a basket in the narthex to put them. Thank you.  
 

OUTDOOR/INDOOR SERVICES FOR SEPTEMBER 
We will continue to hold outdoor services at 8 am and 11 am. In case of weather, these 

services will be held in the Family Life Center with social distancing precautions. At-
tendees are encouraged to bring lawn chairs, and some chairs will also be provided. 
The 8 am service will be traditional and the 11 am service will be contemporary. Our 

9:30 service will continue to be indoors, in addition to streaming it on YouTube and Fa-
cebook. However, because of Covid-19, we will use a reservation system and hold the 
seating to 50 people. Reservations for these services can be made online via our web-
site, mlcjoliet.org. There will also be an overflow area in the FLC during this service for 

those who want to worship in the church building but could not get a reservation. 
Please seat yourselves socially distanced. Attenders are encouraged to wear masks 
when inside the building; no reservations are required for the 8 or 11 am services.  



 13 

 DAYBREAK SHELTER 
We are currently working to rebuild our volunteer base for Daybreak Shelter, with the 
hope of serving there starting back in October. It’s a one evening a month commit-

ment, but it doesn’t have to be every month: the commitment is up to you. It’s for Jr. 
high age & up. This is a great thing to do as a family! Also, we still need individually 
packaged fruit and snacks like we have asked for during the last several months. You 

can bring them into the entry way at door 13 (the door by the offices)  
 

FREE MUSIC LESSONS 
Lloyd Evans is offering free music lessons to those who are interested in learning how 
to play an instrument or improve their vocal capabilities and would like to use their 

talent on the worship team. If you are interested in taking guitar, bass, keyboard, drum 
or vocal lessons for the goal of joining the worship team, please contact Lloyd at wor-

ship@mlcjoliet.org.  
 

 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
If you’re interested in working in any of these ministries, please contact the church of-

fice at worship@mlcjoliet.org.  
Greeters: People will have different questions about safety, and you can be the one to 

assure them and thank them for making worship a priority.   
          Ushers: There is less to do during the service, but helping people find the right 

place to sit has never been so important.    
          Tech Team: We now have three important jobs in the tech arena: We need three 

people each Sunday to take care of sound, displays and cameras.           
Altar Guild: Working behind the scenes to make sure the Altar and communion ele-

ments are ready for worship.  
          Set-up team: We have a temporary need of simple manual labor to set up and 
tear down tables, chairs, and canopies for the outdoor services.  Call the office today 

to help.  
 

INSIGHT ADULT BIBLE STUDY (Sundays at 9:30 am) 
Insight has started back up. It’s a great time for study and fellowship. Parents, you can 
bring your children and there are two options for them: a busy bag will be provided 

and they can stay with you, or they can go to room 101 where there will be videos and 
they will be supervised. The topics and teachers for September and October are: 

 
September 13: Tom Bond - "Dysfunctional families in the Bible:  What can we learn?" 

September 20: Laurel Ling - "What's my story in God's eyes?" 
September 27: Doug Potts - "Principle of Stewardship" (Luke 12:13-32) 

October 4: Harold Stier - "Introduction to the book of Daniel" 
October 11: Jim Ortinau - "Seemingly Unanswered Prayers" 

October 18: Jim Ortinau - "Seemingly Unanswered Prayers, part 2" 
October 25: Doug Potts - "Spiritual Gifts" (I Corinthians 12) 
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SEPTEMBER SERMON SERIES 
Our sermon series for September is called “Like a Child”, and will not only focus on 

how God and Jesus see children, but also will have services planned around engaging 
children throughout. A “Church in a Bag” for kids only is now available in the gray con-

tainer by door 13. These are still available. The items will be available before church 
services as well. Have your kids join the fun! 

 
QUILT SUNDAY 

Quilt Sunday will be September 20th this year.  Due to our current pandemic condi-
tions, quilts will not be displayed on the pews, but rather on the altar in towering piles 

of color.  Be sure to look at them during our September 20th Sunday service live at 
9:30 or any time after on Facebook or YouTube. 

 
Quilts will not be for sale this year (proceeds help offset the cost of batting, thread 
and shipping).  Instead, we are sending all 90 quilts and 25 sewing kits to Lutheran 

World Relief to assist in replacing the 47,000 quilts/sewing kits destroyed in the Beirut 
explosion in August.   

 
We are always in need of any size sheets that are without rips, tears or stains.  There is 

a basket in the narthex where you can put them.  
 

The Messiah Quilters meet the third Tuesday of each month at 9 a.m. for 3 hours 
where we assemble the quilts.  No sewing experience is needed.  We are always look-

ing for willing hands.  A huge THANK YOU to each of our dedicated Messiah Quilt-
ers!!!! 

 
 

MLC CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
Children’s Ministry (6th grade & under) has a targeted start date in October. 

 
Sunday School 

Our plans are to offer a variety of options for teaching our children more about God 
and how to worship Him.  We’re considering worship experiences in the FLC along 

with options for in-classroom teaching.  Look for more details as we get closer. 
 

Awana 
It’s going to look a little different, but the goal of teaching children the word of God 

and training them to serve Him will remain.   
What: Virtual Awana - with weekly releases including worship time, group lessons and 

Bible verse memorization.   
Meeting: We’ll gather together occasionally to allow for some fun and social interac-

tion.  We’ll be sure to meet in a large area and practice social distancing. 
Need more info? Contact Beth Hohisel bhohisel@hotmail.com or 815-735-7897 
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MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 

 
MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

We’re back in the building for Sunday school for middle and high school students every 
Sunday. We’ll meet upstairs in the Awana area. 

 
S.A.L.T. (Tuesdays at 6:30 pm) 

Our high school program, S.A.L.T., is in full swing at 6:30 pm. All high school students are 
invited every week for a great time of fellowship, fun and Biblical teaching.  

 
H2H (HEAD TO HEART) (Wednesdays at 6 pm) 

H2H has begun! Be sure to get your 7th and 8th graders involved with our Confirmation 
class.  

 

EVENTS 

 
PRAYER GROUP (Thursdays at 10 am)  

In the sanctuary and on Zoom platform. Email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for more infor-
mation. 

DRIVE-IN SERVICES (Sept. 9th & 23rd at 7 pm) 
Join us for the last drive-in worship services of the season, weather permitting.  

 
COMMUNITY RESOURCES 

 
MENTAL HEALTH HOTLINES 

Illinois Department of Human Services (IDHS): 800-889-3931 
National Domestic Hotline: 800-799-7233 or 800-787-3224 

Disaster Distress Helpline for Mental Health: 800-985-5990 or text 66746 
Substance Abuse Mental Health Service Administration: samhsa.gov 

Center for Disease Control: cdc.gov 
 

CONTACTS 

Pastor Kurt: pastor.hoover@mlcjoliet.org 
Pastor Dave: pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org 

Brian Phipps: brian@mlcjoliet.org 
Lloyd Evans: worship@mlcjoliet.org 

Christine Murray: office.manager@mlcjoliet.org 
Sherri Unyi: bookkeeper@mlcjoliet.org 
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STEWARDSHIP VERSE OF THE WEEK 

1 Peter 4:10   
As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's 

varied grace. 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
If you would like to purchase altar flowers, please call the church office or sign up 

in the church narthex.  
 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP &  
ATTENDANCE 

 

WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 6 
8:00 am: 31 
9:30 am: 36 

9:30 am (online): 292 views 
11:00 am: 28 

 
Insight: 12 

 
All online counts are estimates only. 

2020 BUDGET 

 
*Yearly Operating Budget:  $684,388 
Average Need Each Week: $13,161 

Received last week: $18,575 
Received year-to-date: $437,820 
Needed year-to-date:  $474,228 

 
* Amended 5/1/20 with Pastoral Position’s Adjustment 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 

TODAY (September 13) 
8 am Outdoor Worship 

9:30 am Indoor/Online Worship 
9:30 am MH & HS Sunday School. 

9:30 Insight 
11 am Outdoor worship 

MONDAY (September 14) 
8 am Cornerstone Homeschool 

TUESDAY (September 15) 
9 am Quilters 

6:30 pm S.A.L.T. 
WEDNESDAY (September 16) 

8 am Classic Conversations Homeschool 
6 pm H2H 

THURSDAY (September 17) 
10 am Prayer Group 

11:30 am Staff Meeting 
FRIDAY (September 18) 

N/A 
SATURDAY (September 19) 
9 am Worship Team Rehearsal 

NEXT SUNDAY (September 20) 
8:00 Outdoor worship 

9:30 am Indoor/Online Worship 
9:30 am MS & HS Sunday School 
9:30 am Insight Adult Bible Study 

11 am Outdoor worship 


