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Blessings 2: When God Does It Again  
by Pastor Kurt Hoover   

 

We continue our look at Jacob (Genesis) and the Beatitudes (Matthew 5) to 

understand the concept of blessing.  What it means to be blessed and what it 

means to bestow a blessing on someone.  Jesus says blessed are those who 

hunger for righteousness, the merciful, and the pure of heart.  The hope he 

attaches to these works is not wealth, success, or independence.  The hope is 

seeing righteousness prevail, being shown mercy, and seeing God.  This is what it 

means to be blessed.  At the end of Jacob’s life, we have a powerful scene of him 

blessing the children of his most favored son, Joseph.  First the inheritance is 

given.  Joseph’s two oldest get a share in the promised land.  Joseph’s other sone 

will receive the inheritance Joseph has accomplished in Egypt.  Then the blessing.  

We see an old man filled with the wisdom that comes after learning from 

mistakes, and he had plenty.  This wise man who owes everything to God. This 

learned man fully expects God to do it again, for his grandchildren.  

 

 

     

Litany based on Psalm 37:20-26 
Leader - The wicked consume and do not repay 
All - but the righteous give generously; 
Leader - Those the Lord blesses will inherit the land, 
All - but those he curses will be destroyed. 
Leader - The Lord makes firm the steps 
All - of the one who delights in him; 
Leader - though they may stumble, they will not fall, 
All - for the Lord upholds him with his hand. 
Leader - They are always generous and lend freely; 
All - their children will be a blessing. 
Leader - We worship you Lord in the name of the Father and the Son and the 
Holy Spirit 

 

Genesis 48:1-16  After this, Joseph was told, “Behold, your father is ill.” So 

he took with him his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim. 2 And it was told to 

Jacob, “Your son Joseph has come to you.” Then Israel summoned his 

strength and sat up in bed. 3 And Jacob said to Joseph, “God 

Almighty appeared to me at Luz in the land of Canaan and blessed me, 4 and 

said to me, ‘Behold, I will make you fruitful and multiply you, and I will 

make of you a company of peoples and will give this land to your offspring 

after you for an everlasting possession.’ 5 And now your two sons, who were 
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born to you in the land of Egypt before I came to you in Egypt, are mine; 

Ephraim and Manasseh shall be mine, as Reuben and Simeon are. 6 And the 

children that you fathered after them shall be yours. They shall be called by 

the name of their brothers in their inheritance. 7 As for me, when I came 

from Paddan, to my sorrow Rachel died in the land of Canaan on the way, 

when there was still some distance to go to Ephrath, and I buried her there 

on the way to Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem).” 

8 When Israel saw Joseph's sons, he said, “Who are these?” 9 Joseph said to 

his father, “They are my sons, whom God has given me here.” And he said, 

“Bring them to me, please, that I may bless them.” 10 Now the eyes of Israel 

were dim with age, so that he could not see. So Joseph brought them near 

him, and he kissed them and embraced them. 11 And Israel said to Joseph, “I 

never expected to see your face; and behold, God has let me see your 

offspring also.” 12 Then Joseph removed them from his knees, and he bowed 

himself with his face to the earth. 13 And Joseph took them both, Ephraim in 

his right hand toward Israel's left hand, and Manasseh in his left hand toward 

Israel's right hand, and brought them near him. 14 And Israel stretched out his 

right hand and laid it on the head of Ephraim, who was the younger, and his 

left hand on the head of Manasseh, crossing his hands (for Manasseh was the 

firstborn). 15 And he blessed Joseph and said, 

“The God before whom my father’s Abraham and Isaac walked, 

    the God who has been my shepherd all my life long to this day, 
16 the angel who has redeemed me from all evil, bless the boys; 

    and in them let my name be carried on, and the name of my fathers 

Abraham and Isaac; 

    and let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth.” 

 

Matthew 5:1, 6-8 & 13 Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and 

when he sat down, his disciples came to him. 

6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall 

be satisfied. 

7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 

8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
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13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its 

saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown 

out and trampled under people's feet. 

 

 

…the God who has been my shepherd all my life long to this day, 
16 the angel who has redeemed me from all evil, bless the boys  

– Genesis 48:15-16 

 

  

I sat in the living room across the table from her on an 

afternoon like any other.  This woman was saint in the church.  

Her living room had been transformed into a sewing room.  

Immediate access to all that she would need to prepare a quilt.  

There was also a fancy new computer halfway unboxed.  A 

laptop that could read her eye movement so that she could stay 

in communication with family and friends.   

 

Not one or two, but 3 members of the family watching over 

her.  To say nothing of church family living across the street.  

Relationships sealed with the march of time and countless 

invitations to church.   

 

All thing appearing to be normal other than the words coming 

slightly slower than she would like.  Her pain and difficulties 

only made clear when she swallowed the communion wine 

from the Last supper, I celebrated with her and her husband.    

 

The last 2 years have been hard on all of us, but it has taken its 

toll all the more on those who are vulnerable.  Isolation, 

loneliness, depression from lack of human connection.  This is 

the reality for countless people as we protected ourselves from 

COVID.   

Thanks be to God that it is no longer a novel virus.  The 

majority of our country has been exposed.  And with minimum 
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risk thanks to the miracles of modern medicine and vaccines.  

And the medical experts tell us that this week could be the 

peak of the Delta variant in the US.  Five states have already 

peaked.    

 

Lord we pray that this is the peak of our infection rates, and 

we pray that the worst is behind us.  Lord we do not take any 

credit for the miracle of modern medicine, the selflessness of 

front-line workers, nor the sacrifices made by so many for the 

sake of isolation.  Lord, we give you the Glory!  Thank you for 

protecting your people here at Messiah, thankyou that we are 

back to school, thankyou that we have vaccines, thankyou for 

the dedication of scientist, nurses, doctors, EMT’s and the 

countless thousands that risked contact everyday to distribute 

the medicine and food our communities needed to survive.  

Lord we thankyou and we pray for a day when we no longer 

have to survive but can risk our lives living and breathing in 

community with one another.   

 

 

I sat with one of our own 2 months ago before the Delta 

variant.  I wanted most of all to hear the story of her being able 

to hold her first born great grandchild.  There had been an 

orchestration of prayers and carful checks for health safety.  

But the moment finally came where she was able to hold that 

child and pray a blessing over her.  She only got halfway 

through.  Words come slower for her and all the more so when 

your emotions are overflowing.  It was such a thrill to hold her.  

She could only talk long enough to say half the blessing to her. 

But the Lord knew what I wanted to say.   

 

    …the God who has been my shepherd all my life long to this 

day, 
16 the angel who has redeemed me from all evil, bless [this child]. 

– Genesis 48:15-16 
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Can you picture it.  The wisdom of having experienced life to 

the fullest, the highs and the lows.  The understanding of 

having walked with and depended on God.  At some point in 

your life, you will get to speak from the experience of having 

been guided by God and redeemed by God, and having the 

knowledge of just how little you brought to that that 

relationship, how little that guidance and redemption 

depended on you.  You will get to say with confidence that the 

God who made it all happen in your life, more often in spite of 

you…   That same God is going to do it again in the life of your 

child, your grandchild upon whom you have prayed God’s 

blessing.  

 

Complete assurance, not in your ability, nor your child’s 

ability, but because that is what God does.   

 

Blessing – a transfer of spiritual power, the deepest of truths 

from one mortal human being to another.  God trust you to be 

the vessel through which his power is given.  God’s face shines 

when you speak to the reality of what it means to trust and 

believe in Him.   

 

 

Jacob speaks two truths over his grandchildren.  He is not so 

much asking or pleading with God that these things might 

happen.  He is simply stating the reality that God had chosen 

him and promised to do something through his family tree.  

God would usher in a Kingdom, not Jacob’s kingdom, but the 

Kingdom of Israel.  A people chosen by God to bless the world.  

A tribe chosen by God to prepare humanity to receive the 

Grace and mercy of God completed in the willing sacrifice of 

Jesus upon the Cross for the sins of the World.   
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Jacob proclaims that God will do the same two thing for these 

boys that he had done for Jacob.  God had done it before, and 

he would do it again.   

 

First, he asks that the God who had shepherd him all of his 

Days, that he would do it again for these two children.  What a 

wonderful blessing to speak over your grandchildren.  May the 

God that I from time to time, trusted and followed, may the 

God who showed up even when I didn’t want him there, may 

the God who guided all my best decisions, … May the God who 

shepherds my life. Do it again!   

 

That is a prayer of humility.  I am couniting not on what I can 

make happen, but on what God has already shown He is more 

than willing to do!!  

 

He knows your journeys and your resting places; he has 

walked with you and shaped your life.  What memories are 

going to fill your heart as you remember how graciously God 

has influenced your life when you ask for him to do it again for 

your kids or your grandkids.   

 

 Faithfulness in marriage, those trials of misplaced hope, 

being freed from the empty promises of gold or the golden 

opinion of others.  The same God who has brough you this far!  

He will do it again!!  

 

Jacob said, (his hand shacking as it rested upon his grandson’s 

head) the God who has been my shepherd all my life long to this 

day, shepherd this child. 

 

Second, Jacob holds up the reality of his redemption.  the angel 

who has redeemed me from all evil, bless the boys… 
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What is the story of your redemption?  How many times have 

you been lost, and God rescued you from the wandering?  How 

many times forgiven?   

 

Maybe your life follows that of the prodigal son that Jacob 

was.  Breaking his father heart and dividing the family having 

placed more value on the privileges or possessions of the family 

then on the relationships, perhaps it was placing more value on 

getting ahead or being right, than on healing relationships.  

 

Not only did Jacob divide they family, but he was also the 

example of human pride, trusting in his own ingenuity, 

knowledge and resourcefulness to outwit and outplay his 

family, his friends and his In-laws.  Nothing sacred, the world 

was his to manipulate and squander.  He piled children upon 

children and wealth upon wealth and for what?  Only to find 

himself alone wrestling with God for the one thing his own 

power and intelligence could not get him.    

 

A pure heart.  

 

It was in that moment of final surrender that he was redeemed 

by God.  He came to the end of his abilities hanging on by a 

thread.   He found Mercy and a Righteousness outside of 

himself.  

  

6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 

for they shall be satisfied. 

7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 

8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
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Can you picture yourself praying this prayer?  Asking God to 

redeem your child in the same way that you have found 

redemption.  Not so much asking for it but trusting that just as 

God had to work on you for quite a while before you finally 

turned to trust in Him, that same God is going to do it again.  

Not because you said the right prayer, not because you are 

going o teach your child the way, but because God is God, and 

we are not.   

 

Your children will be redeemed for the same reason you were.  

Because that is what God wants more than even his own life.  

That is what God sent his son into the World to do and make 

known to you and yours. Guidance and redemption is what 

God does.  And He will do it again!  

 

Jacob said, (his hand shacking as it rested upon his grandson’s 

head) the angel who has redeemed me from all evil, redeem this 

child.  

 

In a moment but not yet God is going to provide an 

opportunity for you to pass his guidance and redemption onto 

His children in your life.  If you have them with you, I invite 

you to gather them in your arms.  Maybe place a hand upon 

their head or shoulders.  Maybe just hold them tight.   If they 

are not here, close your eyes and trust that God is transferring 

His guidance & his redemption to them wherever they may be.   

 

Let us pray…    

 

 

  


