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Come Together 3: Owning your Mistakes 
by Pastor Kurt Hoover   

     

This is a study of the Tribe of Judah and the man for whom the tribe is named.  It 

is also the study of the mother of this powerful nation.  This is a complex, prideful 

and in many ways embarrassing story of God bringing good out of a difficult 

situation.  The children of this union Zerah and Perez would go on to become the 

greatest tribes of Joshua’s children – the tribe of Judah.   

 

 

Answered Prayer Litany based on Hosea 6  

Leader: Come, let us return to the LORD. He has torn us to pieces 

All: but he will heal us; 

Leader: he has injured us  

All: but he will bind up our wounds. 

Leader: Let us acknowledge the LORD; 

All: let us press on to acknowledge him. 

Leader: As surely as the sun rises, 

All: he will appear; 

Leader: he will come to us like the winter rains, 

All: like the spring rains that water the earth.” 

Leader: We worship you Lord in the name of the Father, and the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit. 

 

Genesis 38:6-26 (NIV) At that time, Judah left his brothers and went 

down to stay with a man of Adullam named Hirah. 2 There Judah met 

the daughter of a Canaanite man named Shua. He married her and 

made love to her; 3 she became pregnant and gave birth to a son, who 

was named Er. 4 She conceived again and gave birth to a son and 

named him Onan. 5 She gave birth to still another son and named him 

Shelah. It was at Kezib that she gave birth to him. 6 Now Judah took a 

wife for Er his firstborn, and her name was Tamar. 7 But Er, Judah’s 

firstborn, was evil in the sight of the Lord, so the Lord took his 

life. 8 Then Judah said to Onan, “Have relations with your brother’s 

wife and perform your duty as a brother-in-law to her, and raise up 

a child for your brother.” 9 Now Onan knew that the child would not be 

his; so when he had relations with his brother’s wife, he wasted his seed 

on the ground so that he would not give a child to his brother. 10 But 

what he did was displeasing in the sight of the Lord; so He took his life 

also. 11 Then Judah said to his daughter-in-law Tamar, “Remain a 
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widow in your father’s house until my son Shelah grows up”; for 

he thought, “I am afraid that he too may die like his brothers.” So 

Tamar went and lived in her father’s house. 12 Now after a 

considerable time Shua’s daughter, the wife of Judah, died; and when 

the time of mourning was ended, Judah went up to his sheepshearers at 

Timnah, he and his friend Hirah the Adullamite. 13 And Tamar was 

told, “Behold, your father-in-law is going up to Timnah to shear his 

sheep.” 14 So she removed her widow’s garments and covered herself 

with a veil, and wrapped herself, and sat in the gateway of Enaim, 

which is on the road to Timnah; for she saw that Shelah had grown up, 

and she had not been given to him as a wife. 15 When Judah saw her, he 

assumed she was a prostitute, for she had covered her face. 16 So he 

turned aside to her by the road, and said, “Here now, let me have 

relations with you”; for he did not know that she was his daughter-in-

law. And she said, “What will you give me, that you may have relations 

with me?” 17 He said, therefore, “I will send you a young goat from the 

flock.” She then said, “Will you give a pledge until you send it?” 18 He 

said, “What pledge shall I give you?” And she said, “Your seal and your 

cord, and your staff that is in your hand.” So he gave them to her and 

had relations with her, and she conceived by him. 19 Then she got up 

and departed, and removed her veil and put on her widow’s garments. 

 

20 When Judah sent the young goat by his friend the Adullamite, to 

receive the pledge from the woman’s hand, he did not find her. 21 He 

asked the people of her place, saying, “Where is the temple prostitute 

who was by the road at Enaim?” But they said, “There has been no 

temple prostitute here.” 22 So he returned to Judah, and said, “I did not 

find her; and furthermore, the people of the place said, ‘There has been 

no temple prostitute here.’” 23 Then Judah said, “Let her keep them, 

otherwise we will become a laughingstock. After all, I sent this young 

goat, but you did not find her.” 

 

24 Now it was about three months later that Judah was informed, 

“Your daughter-in-law Tamar has prostituted herself, and behold, she 

is also pregnant by prostitution.” Then Judah said, “Bring her out and 

have her burned!” 25 It was while she was being brought out that she 

sent word to her father-in-law, saying, “I am pregnant by the man to 

whom these things belong.” She also said, “Please examine and see, 

whose signet ring and cords and staff are these?” 26 And Judah 

recognized them, and said, “She is more righteous than I, since I did not 
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give her to my son Shelah.” And he did not have relations with her 

again. 

 
27 When the time came for her to give birth, there were twin boys in her 

womb. 28 As she was giving birth, one of them put out his hand; so the 

midwife took a scarlet thread and tied it on his wrist and said, “This one 

came out first.” 29 But when he drew back his hand, his brother came 

out, and she said, “So this is how you have broken out!” And he was 

named Perez. 30 Then his brother, who had the scarlet thread on his 

wrist, came out. And he was named Zerah. 

 

 
 

Judah is faced with the culmination of his missteps and 

misdeeds … Any other man would have blamed someone or 

something else, but Judah says:  

 

“She is more righteous than I… 

 

He commends the one he could easily have blamed. 

 

 

Tucked between Genesis 37, where Joseph is sold into slavery 

by his brothers and the continuation of that story, Genesis 39.  

Is a part of the Jewish history that just about any other culture 

would have thrown out.  But not so for God’s holy people.  The 

record of their history is an honest one.  From them we get an 

honest account of God and His relationship with a fallible, 

confused, prideful and mixed-up people.   

 

Genesis Chapter 38 is the history of Judah’s family line which, 

as famous and powerful as Joseph is about to become (2nd in 

command to Pharaoh), … it is through Judah’s family line that 

the world will be changed forever.   
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A family line that very nearly does not come to pass as the 

chapter describes.  But by the end of Genesis Judah’s line is 

secure he has children and grandchildren.  Of the twelve 

sons… the twelve tribes Joshua gives Judah the blessing of the 

first born before He dies.    

 

The scepter will not depart from Judah, 

    nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, 

until he to whom it belongs shall come 

    and the obedience of the nations shall be his. (Genesis 49:10) 

 

This blessing is a foreshadowing of the Kings that will come 

from Judah’s family tree, David.  And ultimately the new 

Kingdom ushered in by Jesus Christ of which we and the 

church are a part of to this day.  As promised the greatest 

kingdom this earth has and will ever know.  

 

It cannot be understated how important Judah and his 

descendants would be for the history of the world.  But things 

did not look so promising when Judah began to have children 

and make a name for himself.   

 

 

When you trace the family line of Jesus and the events that led 

up to his birth you do not see a carefully followed path of 

faithful people living out the ordinances of God.  As we might 

imagine.  As we strive to be.  They were not perfect, and 

neither are we.   

 

In many ways you see the exact opposite.  God stepping in to 

recuse his chosen people time and time again through the 

mysteries and complexities that happen when life does not go 

according to plan.  In no way does humanity get credit for 

following the rules.  And of course, those in the family line that 

did follow the rules, never had to deal with huge challenges… 
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they seldom made the history books.  Although their 

faithfulness mattered.  

 

Do you ever feel like your life, the life of your children has not 

gone according to plan?   

 

Genesis 38 is a scandal! And yet it is often through the scandals 

of life that God shows up and makes the miraculous happen.   

 

Here is the real heart of this scandal and it has little to do with 

lust and deception.  It’s fear.  How often have you taken things 

out of God’s hands and into your own simply out of fear?  

 

Judah is first of all afraid of losing his family line through his 

wife Shua.  He can’t see much further than the next generation 

which is understandable when he has already lost 2 of his 3 

children.  He promises that if Tamar will live as widow, if she 

will set her self aside for the sake of the family she will still get 

a place in the family by bearing children for the third son who 

is to young at this point to be married.  But, he never intended 

to keep this promise… I am afraid that he too might die like his 

brothers…  He should have released her to start over, but that 

was not the right thing to do.  He wanted to do the honorable 

thing but was afraid to follow through on it.   

 

Fear… how often do we ignore our mistakes, the harm we have 

caused others, because we are not willing to acknowledge our 

fear before others.  It is really hard to own your mistakes and 

ask for forgiveness when you are pretending that you have 

done nothing wrong, it is all someone else fault, you are a 

victim of circumstances… afraid to admit… afraid of how 

others will respond. 

 

Fear… later Judah is afraid of being found out, becoming a 

laughingstock for these little villages in His kingdom that 
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might find out about his lust, but really more than that his 

loneliness.  So lonely he was willing to see a prostitute where 

there was not one.    

 

The reality that often holds us back from admitting our faults 

is not lust, or deception… selfishness or greed.  Often it is fear.  

Here is the real irony. We are afraid that those who have loved 

us and shown us mercy might not be able to do it again!? 

 

 

Believe it or not Judah is actually the hero of this scandal.  For 

one simple reason.  He is willing to own his mistakes.  And they 

are plentiful.  He was the one who suggested they sell annoying 

little brother Joseph into slavery. He promised Tamar children 

through his third son but was afraid, there is the whole 

prostitution thing, then the attempt to cover up the prostitution 

thing so as not to become a laughingstock.    

 

And finally, the self-righteous double standard – being willing 

to burn Tamar at the stake for becoming pregnant out of 

wedlock when He was the one denying her the only legal means 

of getting pregnant through his son.  It has all the drama of a 

romantic novel.   

 

And I love the fact that God is completely willing to allow his 

family line to be the most ironic twist in the series of errors.  

The just desserts for Judah and his hypocrisy.   

 

But like I said, Judah is the hero of Genesis chapter 38.  

Because he is willing to own his mistakes.  Tammar because of 

her cleverness and willingness to forgive.  

 

The culmination of the story is the deception of Tamar 

revealed.  As she is being brought out to be burned at the 

stake, she reveals who the father is.  The owner of this staff, 
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this seal, and this cord.  She could have done it publicly, but 

she is still intent on honoring her commitment to the family 

line through the child in her womb.  Instead, she reveals it to 

Judah and those close to him.   

 

The true test of a person is not what they chose when things 

are going well, but how they behave when things do not go 

well.  Judah is already consumed with anger and 

embarrassment, by his own assumption, of the shame that 

Tamar has brough on him.  Not a good emotional place to be, 

all worked up and defensive.  And it is in this state of the 

argument that he is confronted with his own guilt.   

 

Now any of us have one of two choices in this type of situation.  

We can double down and deflect all the pain and frustration of 

the moment on to the other person.  She is wrong and I can 

make excuses for my own mistakes because of hers…  Have 

you ever done this?  He is more at fault, so it is all his fault.  

 

The other option, is to come clean, admit your faults, own your 

mistakes … admit your part in it and seek healing.   

 

 

At that high point in this history… we are baited to see what 

Judah will do when he sees his staff, is confronted with his guilt 

and mistakes.  Will he blame her or own his part?   

 

 

“I am pregnant by the man to whom these things belong.” She 

also said, “Please examine and see, whose signet ring and cords 

and staff are these?” 26 And Judah recognized them, and said, 

“She is more righteous than I, since I did not give her to my son 

Shelah.” 
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“She is more righteous than I… 

 

So many missteps, so many misdeeds…and yet!  Their 

relationship is reconciled.  The messy, prideful, confusing 

relationship that no one could have imagined or would have 

chosen … it is healed.  This woman Judah almost had killed 

would raise their heirs to his Kingdom.  Because of God, 

because of her courage, and perhaps most significantly because 

this man was willing to own his mistakes.  
 

 


