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Psalm 139 You have searched me, Lord, and you know me. You know when I sit 

and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. You discern my going out 

and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways. Before a word is on my 

tongue you, Lord, know it completely. You hem me in behind and before, and you 

lay your hand upon me. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me 

to attain. Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? 

If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are 

there. If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, even 

there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast. If I say, “Surely 

the darkness will hide me and the light become night around me,” even the 

darkness will not be dark to you; the night will shine like the day, for darkness is 

as light to you. For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my 

mother’s womb. I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your 

works are wonderful; I know that full well. My frame was not hidden from you 

when I was made in the secret place, when I was woven together in the depths of 

the earth. Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained for me were 

written in your book before one of them came to be. How precious to me are 

your thoughts, God! How vast is the sum of them! Were I to count them, they 

would outnumber the grains of sand— when I awake, I am still with you. If only 

you, God, would slay the wicked! Away from me, you who are bloodthirsty! They 

speak of you with evil intent; your adversaries misuse your name. Do I not hate 

those who hate you, Lord, and abhor those who are in rebellion against you? I 

have nothing but hatred for them; I count them my enemies. Search me, God, and 

know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. See if there is any 

offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. 

Ex. 36:1-7  

“The Lord has gifted Bezalel, Oholiab, and the other skilled craftsmen with 

wisdom and ability to perform any task involved in building the sanctuary. Let 
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them construct and furnish the Tabernacle, just as the Lord has commanded.” 2 

So Moses summoned Bezalel and Oholiab and all the others who were specially 

gifted by the Lord and were eager to get to work. 3 Moses gave them the 

materials donated by the people of Israel as sacred offerings for the completion 

of the sanctuary. But the people continued to bring additional gifts each morning. 

4 Finally the craftsmen who were working on the sanctuary left their work. 5 They 

went to Moses and reported, “The people have given more than enough 

materials to complete the job the Lord has commanded us to do!” 6 So Moses 

gave the command, and this message was sent throughout the camp: “Men and 

women, don’t prepare any more gifts for the sanctuary. We have enough!” So the 

people stopped bringing their sacred offerings. 7 Their contributions were more 

than enough to complete the whole project 

1 Cor. 9:1-3,6-8 

There is no need for me to write to you about this service to the Lord’s people. 2 

For I know your eagerness to help, and I have been boasting about it to the 

Macedonians, telling them that since last year you in Achaia were ready to give; 

and your enthusiasm has stirred most of them to action. 3 But I am sending the 

brothers in order that our boasting about you in this matter should not prove 

hollow, but that you may be ready, as I said you would be. Remember this: 

Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously 

will also reap generously. 7 Each of you should give what you have decided in 

your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 

giver. 8 And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, 

having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 
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When God Moves, We Move 

I just Love Psalm 139. When people ask what your favorite Bible verse is, I have to 
tell them I can’t pick just one, but I can pick one passage ;) 
Over the past couple of weeks, I’ve had the opportunity to pause and think about 
how the Bible is filled with incredible stories of God leading His people to amazing 
heights. Sometimes He did it through direct, immediate, divine intervention. 
Other times, however, God started something, got the ball rolling, got the people 
motivated, and then led them slowly and gradually into a whole new way of life.  
 
And God works that way with us, too, doesn’t He? Sometimes things just take off 
in your marriage or your job, or for us as a church!  
And then, other times, there’s that slow, faithful plodding where we see God 
move—BUT whether it’s in the slow season of God refining us or the fast season 
of God expanding us, God is still on the move! In good times and bad, God calls us 
to be ready. Did you get that? We are to be ready. Paul extolls Peter in 1 Peter 
chapter 3 to “always be ready to give an answer for the hope we have in Christ.  
 
While in my message today I don’t directly comment on the issues that we have 
been struggling with as a nation for a long time, that are currently amplified. I 
truly feel…. and it is my prayer that if we live our lives and apply God’s teachings 
to every part of our daily lives, if we are ready as Paul calls us to be. We can be 
answering the questions that come up again and again in society. 
 
When God moves, we move, that means I need to be a follower not just a fan. 
Right? So, what’s stopping me? I don’t know about you, but I can come up with 
some pretty lame excuses. 
 
1st Lame excuse: I’m too Young or I’m too old 
Think about King David. David was most likely just a young teenager when Samuel 
anointed him as king over Israel, but he had to wait over 15 years before he took 
the throne. But David didn’t just sit around and wait. He was faithful in the little 
things and the big things while He waited for God to fulfill His promise. And when 
that day came, David was ready.  
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How about Moses? Moses saw God move in dramatic ways--think plagues and 
miracles. But it took Moses 40 years to get ready to lead the people of Israel out 
of Egypt...when he was 80 years old! 
 
Sometimes in life and in churches it seems like God shows up and instantly great 
things happen!  
But there are other times when it seems...to take...for-ev-er! We still see Him 
moving; sometimes it just takes a little while to see the results, and to see God on 
the move. 
 
God isn’t finished with us yet! Our vision is to become an equipping and 
mobilizing church that transforms our world for Jesus Christ. Our goal is to equip 
people to fulfill the mission which is to Love God. Follow Jesus. Serve our world.  
 
Let’s just take a minute and reflect on where God has already brought us: 
We have helped dozens of families and individuals get out of the bondage of debt 
and experience Biblical freedom and the joy of helping others through Financial 
Peace University. 
 
We are developing a new church-wide discipleship and leadership development 
processes for more Life Group leaders, facilitators, and team leaders (Servant 
Leaders) 
 
Expanding our community outreach by serving our neighbors with a free VBS in a 
Bag. And we have been on our knees asking God what’s the next need we can fill 
in our community. 
 
We went from a small online presence to Live streaming full services in a week. 
And we have literally had thousands of people involved with our online worship 
ministry! For the months of April and May, we engaged with over 5,000 people, 
just on Facebook and that’s not even counting YouTube. 
 
We have developed a stronger prayer base, church-wide through Life Groups, 
Insight, youth and children’s ministry and corporate prayer gatherings.  
(Did you know the prayer team here at MLC grew five times larger? That was even 
before we went virtual due to the virus!)  
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As we move toward the next strategic-planning process led by the Holy Spirit, I 
plead for each one of us to spend quality time seeking God’s face; asking Him to 
reveal His will for our community to our church leaders. 
 
As many within our church body experience financial freedom through Financial 
Peace University, and we saw God raise over $2 million for the FLC. Do you realize 
in 2015, 16, 17 & 18 God was providing more than $1 million each year to the 
ministry of Messiah? 
Imagine what God can do through us in helping people in our community in these 
unprecedented times! And this is where God is leading us--to be a church joining 
the God who moves! 
 
Last week we looked at Exodus ch. 40 to see how God’s plan for us was to always 
be on the move with Him. This week we’ll track back just a bit to one of the most 
amazing stories in the Bible tucked away in Exodus.  Chapters 35 and 36, and 
many people never even see it. The children of Israel were building the 
Tabernacle as God directed, and everyone worked together, used their gifts and 
talents, and gave to a unified cause. We pick up the story in Ex. 36:1-7.  
 
 We read “And so the people were restrained from bringing, for the material they 
had was sufficient to do all the work, and more.” Can you imagine that? The word 
for restrained in the Hebrew is kalah: withhold, shut up, restrain. It’s used in Gen. 
8:2 where it says, “...and the rain from heaven was restrained.” It was going to 
rain more, but it was withheld.  
 
Can you imagine me standing before you some Sunday saying, “I know you want 
to give more, but you have to restrain yourself, because there’s more than 
enough”? 
 
Now as we dig a little deeper into Ex. 36, we see an incredible picture of the way 
God moved in amazing ways through the people of Israel, and how He can move 
in amazing ways among us today. Basically, we see God inviting us to participate 
in His story, to join Him in His work in the world. And here’s what we see from the 
text: 
 
1. God invites us to join Him through SERVING (vv. 1-2) 
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Bezalel, Oholiab, and the other skilled craftsmen... carried out the work just as the 
Lord commanded. 
 
Aligning ourselves with the God who is on the move is where we all get off the 
sidelines and get in the game. There’s joy in working side by side for a common 
vision, something we all believe in! Something that’s worth giving of our time and 
our talents to. And we have that vision given to us by Jesus Christ Himself to go 
into all the world and make disciples--to help people experience the life-changing 
power of Jesus Christ! 
 
2nd Lame excuse: Well Surely Somebody else will do it 
Notice back in v. 1, God is the one who gives the skill and ability. God is the one 
who commands the work to be done. What He calls on us to do is what we see in 
v. 2: “all the others who were specially gifted by the Lord and were eager to get to 
work.” (v. 2).  
 
In a church our size, the tendency some have is to say, “Well, somebody will do 
it.” But maybe that somebody is you.  
When Dana and I were praying about whether or not to move to Joliet and work 
with Messiah, I kept saying to her, “Well, somebody needs to go there and do 
that!” Illini need Jesus too. LOL Dana looked at me one day and said, “Maybe that 
somebody is us.” Maybe that somebody is you. 
How do you know if a church is joining the God who moves? You look around and 
you see people SERVING.  
But here’s the second part of what we see back in Ex. 36:  
 
2. God invites us to join Him through GIVING (vv. 3-7) 
 
A church with everyone serving and everyone giving. Did you see in v. 3 where 
“They still kept bringing him freewill offerings every morning”? So much so that 
the workers stopped what they were doing, went to Moses, and said, “The people 
are bringing MORE THAN ENOUGH!” And that’s when Moses gave an order 
throughout the camp not to bring anymore offerings in v. 6! 
 
Now, a little background information here that’s very important for us to 
understand. The Hebrew word that’s translated as “freewill offerings” is the word 
nedabah: voluntariness, freewill, voluntary, offering. It’s not just used for giving 
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money. It’s used in Hosea 14:4 of God saying, “I will...love them freely” (Hosea 
14:4). It’s used in Psalm 110:3 that God’s people “…will offer themselves freely” 
(Psalm 110:3). This word, nedabah, speaks of our willingness to love freely, to 
serve freely, and to give freely. As the Apostle Paul wrote in 2 Cor. 9, “[don’t] give 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” God loves a 
hilaron giver--where we get our English word HILARIOUS! There should be joy in 
giving, just as there is joy in serving! 
 
3rd Lame excuse: It’s just not that exciting. 
So, how can you tell if a church is joining the God who moves? There’s laughter 
and joy, not just in the hallways but around town in our homes and 
neighborhoods, there’s a growing sense of excitement and anticipation, and 
people are SERVING joyfully and GIVING joyfully, just like we see back in Ex. 36. 
 
 A friend of mine once told a story about going to a football game in Indy. “Almost 
all of those fans had never met Andrew Luck. They don’t know Chuck Pagano 
personally. But they had a common vision. They all pulled together. And there are 
fans who, if they were asked to, they would be more than willing to help clean 
Lucas Oil Stadium, to serve in whatever capacity they could for their team. And 
there are fans who give thousands and thousands of dollars on season tickets 
because they want to support their beloved Colts. 
 
“As I sat in that stadium,” he said, “I thought, what’s it going to take for Christians 
to get so excited about the victory of the cross and the empty tomb that they 
would serve willingly in whatever capacity they could? And they would give 
joyfully whatever they could to support the vision and the mission of Jesus 
Christ.” 
 
A Bears game, Sox or Cubs whatever flavor you prefer--that’s a lot of fun. But it 
pales in comparison to the mission of Jesus Christ! Imagine what it would be like, 
on a personal level, to be so caught up in the joy of following Jesus, that serving 
and giving were just the overflow of Him filling you up. Imagine what it would be 
like for us as a church if we were all so excited about what Jesus is doing in this 
place, that our serving and giving spilled over even more so to meeting needs in 
the community, planting more churches in the US and around the world! That’s a 
church joining the God who moves, all right, and that’s what you’re a part of, and 
you, and you, and you, and all of us for the glory of God.  



DAVID STIER 

6/7/20 

WHEN GOD MOVES, WE MOVE PT.2 

 

Sermon manuscript not edited for publishing. 

 
8 

 
How many of you remember in Sunday School as a child learning this rhyme? 
“This is the church; this is the steeple. Open it up and look at all the people.” We 
had it all wrong and most of us have carried that understanding all of our lives. It 
should have been: “This is the building; this is the steeple. Open it up and see the 
church which is all the people.” Friends we are the church no matter where we 
gather in His name and through Him, we have more than enough, we can give 
more than enough and in Him, we are more than enough. 
 
3. Twice, back in Ex. 36, the phrase “more than enough” was used. (vv. 5-7) 
 
The people were so fired up that they gave more than enough. It’s the overflow of 
a heart filled with the joy of the presence of God. We serve and we give because 
Jesus is more than enough. For whatever you’re facing right now, (Yes even 
politics, Novel viruses, murder hornets, unjust loss of life, rioting, looting, near 
Earth asteroids, and so much more) Jesus is more than enough. For wherever He’s 
leading, Jesus is more than enough. Let’s pray. 


