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SUNDAY WORSHIP  
MARCH 7, 2021 

9:30 AM 
 
 

Pastor Kurt Hoover 
Pastor David Stier 

 
Organist: Rose Ann Sochan 

Choir Director: Herb Alexander 
Worship Coordinator: Lloyd Evans 

 
 

“I was glad when they said to me,  
‘Let us go to the house of the Lord.’” (Psalm 122:1) 

40 Houbolt Rd. 
Joliet, IL 60431 

815.741.4488 www.mlcjoliet.org 



 2 

Welcome To Messiah Lutheran Church  
9:30 am 

March 7, 2021 
 

Enter Reverently, Worship Joyfully, Live Faithfully 
 

PRELUDE                                               Rose Ann Sochan 
 
OPENING HYMN   “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” p. 2  v.1-3 The Hymnal  
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THE KYRIE 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All:  Amen 
Pastor: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
  whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the  
  inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and                     

    worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
All:  Amen 
Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our 
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
 
SILENCE FOR REFLECTION AND SELF-EXAMINATION 
 
 
Pastor: Most merciful God, 
All: We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 

Pastor:  Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All:  Amen 
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HYMN OF PRAISE       “This Is the Feast” 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                Kersten Bauc 
 
THE OFFERING                                                                       Rose Ann Sochan 
 
OUR RESPONSE                  “Let the Vineyards” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
OUR OLD TESTAMENT LESSON 
Genesis 38:6-30 (NASB)  
Reader: Marcy Vickers 

 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
Now Judah took a wife for Er his firstborn, and her name was Tamar. 

7 
But Er, Judah’s 

firstborn, was evil in the sight of the Lord, so the Lord took his life. 
8 
Then Judah said to Onan, 

“Go in to your brother’s wife, and perform your duty as a brother-in-law to her, and raise 
up offspring for your brother.” 

9 
Onan knew that the offspring would not be his; so when he 

went in to his brother’s wife, he wasted his seed on the ground in order not to give offspring 
to his brother. 

10 
But what he did was displeasing in the sight of the Lord; so He took his life 

also. 
11 

Then Judah said to his daughter-in-law Tamar, “Remain a widow in your father’s house 
until my son Shelah grows up”; for he thought, “I am afraid that he too may die like his 
brothers.” So Tamar went and lived in her father’s house. 
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12 
Now after a considerable time Shua’s daughter, the wife of Judah, died; and when the time of 

mourning was ended, Judah went up to his sheepshearers at Timnah, he and his friend Hirah the 
Adullamite. 

13 
It was told to Tamar, “Behold, your father-in-law is going up to Timnah to shear his 

sheep.” 
14 

So she removed her widow’s garments and covered herself with a veil, and wrapped herself, 
and sat in the gateway of Enaim, which is on the road to Timnah; for she saw that Shelah had grown 
up, and she had not been given to him as a wife. 

15 
When Judah saw her, he thought she was a harlot, 

for she had covered her face. 
16 

So he turned aside to her by the road, and said, “Here now, let me 
come in to you”; for he did not know that she was his daughter-in-law. And she said, “What will you 
give me, that you may come in to me?” 

17 
He said, therefore, “I will send you a young goat from the 

flock.” She said, moreover, “Will you give a pledge until you send it?” 
18 

He said, “What pledge shall I 
give you?” And she said, “Your seal and your cord, and your staff that is in your hand.” So he 
gave them to her and went in to her, and she conceived by him. 

19 
Then she arose and departed, 

and removed her veil and put on her widow’s garments. 

20 
When Judah sent the young goat by his friend the Adullamite, to receive the pledge from the 

woman’s hand, he did not find her. 
21 

He asked the men of her place, saying, “Where is the temple 
prostitute who was by the road at Enaim?” But they said, “There has been no temple prostitute 
here.” 

22 
So he returned to Judah, and said, “I did not find her; and furthermore, the men of the place 

said, ‘There has been no temple prostitute here.’” 
23 

Then Judah said, “Let her keep them, otherwise we 
will become a laughingstock. After all, I sent this young goat, but you did not find her.” 

24 
Now it was about three months later that Judah was informed, “Your daughter-in-law Tamar has 

played the harlot, and behold, she is also with child by harlotry.” Then Judah said, “Bring her out 
and let her be burned!” 

25 
It was while she was being brought out that she sent to her father-in-law, 

saying, “I am with child by the man to whom these things belong.” And she said, “Please examine and 
see, whose signet ring and cords and staff are these?” 

26 
Judah recognized them, and said, “She is more 

righteous than I, inasmuch as I did not give her to my son Shelah.” And he did not have relations with 
her again. 

27
 When the time came for her to give birth, there were twin boys in her womb. 

28
 As she 

was giving birth, one of them put out his hand; so the midwife took a scarlet thread and tied it on his 
wrist and said, “This one came out first.” 

29
 But when he drew back his hand, his brother came out, and 

she said, “So this is how you have broken out!” And he was named Perez. 
30

 Then his brother, who had 
the scarlet thread on his wrist, came out. And he was named Zerah. 

 
 
  
 
 
                                                                                                       

 
                                                                                                        THE MESSAGE                                                                
                                                                                             “How to Admit Your Faults” 

                                                                                              By Pastor Kurt Hoover 
                                                                                                             (Copies of this sermon  

                                                                                                             and others can be found  
                                                                                                              on our sermon table in the  

                                                                                                               church entryway.) 
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HYMN        “Something Beautiful”  p. 519  (X2)  The Hymnal   
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WORDS OF FAITH                                                                     The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again. He ascended into 
Heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.  
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
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Pastor:  It is indeed right and salutary...we praise Your name and join   
          their unending hymn: 
 

Pastor: Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world 

you gave Your only Son, that all those who believe in Him should not 
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perish, but have eternal life. We give thanks to you for the salvation you 

have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit into 

our hearts, that we may receive our Lord with a living faith as He comes to 

us in His holy supper. 

All: Amen. Come Lord Jesus 

 

THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
HYMN                     “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE COMMUNION BLESSING 

 
POST COMMUNION HYMN 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
Pastor: Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of  
  those whom you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus       
          Christ our Lord. 
All:  Amen 
 
THE BENEDICTION 
 
CLOSING SONG                              “Our God”  
 

Water You turned into wine 
Opened the eyes of the blind 

There's no one like you 
None like you 

 
Into the darkness You shine 

Out of the ashes we rise 
There's No one like you 

None like you 
 

Our God is greater, our God is stronger 
God You are higher than any other 

Our God is Healer, awesome in power 
Our God, Our God 

 
And if Our God is for us, then who could ever stop us? 
And if our God is with us, then what can stand against?  

 
 
 
 

 
God Will Never Lead You To A Place  
Where His Grace Cannot Keep You. 
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MESSIAH WEDNESDAY LENTEN & HOLY WEEK SERVICES 
All Wednesday services at 6:30 pm 

February 17-March 24 
April 1 (Maundy Thursday) at 6:30 pm 

April 2 (Good Friday) at 6:30 pm 
April 4 (Easter Sunday) at 6:30, 8, 9:30 and 11 am 

The 2021 Lenten offerings will be donated to Center Lake Bible Camp and Lutheran 
World Relief. 

 

MLC NEWS 

 
CONNECTION CARD 

Stay connected with Messiah Lutheran. Fill out the green connection card in the pew 
in front of you, or go to bit.ly/MLCConnect to fill out our online connection card. 

 
ONLINE GIVING 

Online giving is an easy way to give to MLC, and there are three ways to do it: 
1) Follow this link: messiahlutheranchurch.churchcenter.com/giving 

2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet and choose to use ei-
ther your debit/credit card or automatic bank withdrawal.  

3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES FOR MARCH 
Please make your reservation for what service you plan to attend at  

mlcjoliet.org.  The 8:00 and 9:30 services are streamed live as well, and there will be 
overflow in the narthex for on campus services if we surpass the 70 person threshold. 
Other non-religious or non-educational building usage will be encouraged to follow 

both state and church-posted protocols.  

 
GET INVOLVED 

 
ALTAR GUILD 

Is your heart calling you to become more involved at Messiah, but daily time con-
straints make it difficult? Join the setup team known as the Altar Guild. It is an oppor-
tunity and a privilege to prepare the worship space for the gathering of God’s family 
in worship. And, with enough volunteers you'd only be asked to serve  8-12 weeks 

out of the year. The First Team: sets up Communion for the Sunday 8:00 a.m. service 
(can be done Saturday before noon) and resets for the 9:30 a.m. service. Second 

Team: resets after the 9:30 a.m. service for the 11:00 a.m. service and cleans up after 
the service. Individuals, couples, and families are invited to join this ministry. Please 

contact Nan Dusak at nldusak@comcast.net or 630.890.9958 for more information or 
to sign up. 
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DAYBREAK SHELTER 
Because of Covid-19, Daybreak Shelter is now collecting and delivering them instead 
of packaging them. We are still accepting donations of these items during normal of-
fice hours, Monday through Friday, 9 am to 5 pm. We need donations of individually 

wrapped snacks, instant oatmeal, hot chocolate packets, cereal boxes (small) and 
fruit. Items are due by March 7th for delivery on March 8th. 

 
LIL LOVES 

Lil Loves Ministry is a new ministry at Messiah, and its aim is to come alongside un-
derserved parents and babies in the Tri-county area. The store, located in the Gather-
ing House, will be available to attend on an appointment basis and there will also be 
distribution events. They will post on the Lil Loves (@lillovesmlc) and MLC FB page 

when they are open to the public. Right now, Lil Loves needs your donations of dia-
pers, formula, wipes, and other baby and family items to build up stock in the store. 
They are planning their first distribution event for sometime in March. If you'd like to 

donate, please place your items in the Pack 'n' Play in the narthex.   

 
MLC CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

 
MESSIAH KIDS REMIND GROUP 

Parents of Sunday School aged children (Kindergarten through sixth grade), you can 
join the Messiah Kids Remind group by texting the code mlcmk to 81010. You can 

also click on or go to this link: https://www.remind.com/join/mlcmk. It will be used to 
send reminders and notifications about Sunday School and any events we have 

planned. Contact Aimee Gipes at CEMLCJoliet@gmail.com with questions.  
 

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL (Begins today at 9:30 am) 
If you’re in kindergarten through sixth grade, join this group for Sunday school in the 

Family Life Center. Social distancing and other safety protocols will be followed.  
 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR (Begins today after Sunday School) 
Kids, join us for a fun time of singing and praising God! We will be restarting chil-
dren’s choir on the same day as Sunday school in the FLC. Contact Sherry Unyi at 

bookkeeper@mlcjoliet.org for details. 
 

BINGO (Sunday, April 18 at 2 pm) 
All kids from K-6th grade can come on out to the FLC for a time of hanging out and 
playing Bingo. Parents can drop off to limit the number of people in attendance.  We 
will use the check-in system and parents will be given a tag they will need to present 
when picking up. Kids will be socially distanced at the tables and will be provided in-

dividual bingo kits with paper bingo cards and dabbers.  Prizes will be awarded to 
winners. Register at mlcjoliet.org/children or contact CEMLCJoliet@gmail.com for 

more information. You can register up to the day of the event. An individually 
wrapped snack and drink will be provided. 
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MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 

 
MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

We’re back in the building for Sunday school for middle and high school students 
(7th-12th grade) every Sunday. We’re doing it both in-person and on Zoom. We 

meet upstairs in the Awana area. Contact Brian at brian@mlcjoliet.org for a link to 
Zoom Sunday school. 

 
MASK FUNDRAISER 

Purchase fabulous masks today and help the MLC Youth raise funds. “Faith” and 
“Hope” masks come in a pack of 2 for $15. Purchases can be made in the narthex. 

 
DATE NIGHT FUNDRAISERS (March 12 & April 30 from 6 pm to 10 pm) 

Parents! Do you need a date night? On these two nights the student ministry will 
watch your kiddos for a donation while you enjoy an evening out. This service is 

available for all students 7th grade and under. We will have games, movies, day care 
and food. Parents, contact Brian at brian@mlcjoliet.org to sign up.  

 
PIZZA FUNDRAISER (March 28th) 

Similar to the pie fundraiser, the student ministry will be making pizzas to sell for 
March 28th. They can be ordered via our website on the student ministry page or 

using envelopes in our bulletins. Cheese is $9, pepperoni is $10 and supreme is $11. 
Orders are due by Thursday, March 25. Students will be in the kitchen Saturday, 
March 27th from 10am-1pm making the pizzas. We will hand them out Sunday, 

March 28th in between services.  
 

ALL-NIGHTER (April 9th-10th from 8 pm to 8 am) 
Hey 7th-12th graders, join us for a night of fellowship, fun and prayer. Messiah folks 
can send in their prayer requests and the student ministry will pray over them. Email 

them to brian@mlcjoliet.org.  
 

CENTER LAKE BIBLE CAMP (August 8th-13th) 
Hey students (and parents): We’re headed back to CLBC! This week of camp is for 
students going into 5th-9th grade. Parents can sign the students up themselves at 

centerlake.org and get a discount by using the code CHURCH. You can get more de-
tails by emailing Brian at brian@mlcjoliet.org or by watching the video at bit.ly/

MLCCenterLake. 
 

EVENTS 

 
WALKING IN FAITH (Wednesdays at 11 am) 

For the foreseeable future, this group will walking at the Joliet mall at 11 am. Email 
Sherri at bookkeeper@mlcjoliet.org for more info.  
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PRAYER GROUP (Thursdays at 10 am)  
In the sanctuary and on Zoom platform. Email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for 

more information. 
 

MOSAIC (Begins today at 9:30 am) 
Mosaic is a “next level” Life Group ministry for 18-20 somethings AKA Mosaics 

or Millennials.  Mosaic not only describes the diverse age, status and back-
grounds of this group but also the many ways to live a life of worship. Mosaic 
focuses on a life of worship through; service, fellowship, prayer, and music, all 
the while discussing Biblical truths. In their next six-session series, Dr. Tony 

Evans journeys around the stomping grounds of Jesus in the land of Israel 
and presents a complete picture of the Incarnate God. To join this group, 

simply come to the study at the Mosaic room (the classroom off of the fellow-
ship hall).  

 
INSIGHT ADULT BIBLE STUDY (Begins today at 9:30 am) 

We are ready to start up our Insight Sunday school again and we couldn’t be 
more excited. We will be meeting in the Fellowship Hall. Today, Jim Ortinau will 

begin a study on the book of Jude. 
 

THRIVING IN BABYLON STUDY LIFE GROUP (Begins Tuesday, March 9) 
This study is every Tuesday night for 6 weeks @ 6:30pm , in person at the We-
gemers and on Zoom. Note: You will need to sign up for Right Now Media to 

join this group (It's free to Messiah people). Contact Brian at brian@mlcjoliet to 
sign up for a Right Now Media account. The study is about spiritually surviv-
ing in an increasingly spiritually hostile environment using the wisdom of 
Daniel.  Contact the church office at office.manager@mlcjoliet.org if you plan 

on attending. 
 

MEET THE STAFF (Sunday, March 14 at 12:15 pm) 
We’d love for you to come and spend some time with the pastors and staff of 

Messiah on Sunday, March 14. Expect a time of good fellowship, good food and 
good conversation. Call or email the office if you plan on coming at wor-

ship@mlcjoliet.org. 
 

FOOD BANK DISTRIBUTION 
Northern IL. Food Bank's Mobile Pantry/Catholic Charities will distribute food at 
St. Mary Immaculate Parish 15629 S. Rt. 59 Plainfield on Tuesday, March 9, 2021 
from 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm. Please arrive by 4:00 pm. Food will be distributed on a 

first-come, first served basis, while supplies last. Food is free to low income 
neighbors in need. Boxes or bags will be provided as this will be a drive-

through style distribution. 
 

Congratulations to Johnathon Lopez & Autumn Koonce on the baptism of 
their daughter Mariana Lopez on Saturday, March 6th.  
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STEWARDSHIP VERSE OF THE WEEK 

Titus 1:7   
“For an overseer, as God's steward, must be above reproach. He must not be arro-

gant or quick-tempered or a drunkard or violent or greedy for gain.”  
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
Altar flowers are purchased today in celebration of Gerry & Pat Boe’s 51st wedding 
anniversary, and David Nygard’s 70th birthday. If you would like to purchase altar 

flowers, please call the church office or sign up in the church narthex.  

STEWARDSHIP &  
ATTENDANCE 

 

LAST WEEK: 
8:00 am: 42 
9:30 am: 48 
11:00 am: 58 
Online: 493 

 
Ash Wednesday: 26 

Online: 86 
 

All online counts are estimates only. 
 

2021 BUDGET 

 
Yearly Operating Budget: $673,238 
Average Need Each Week: $12,946 

Received last week: $14,999 
Received year-to-date: $82,121 
Needed year-to-date: $116,521 

 
Freewill Offering for Texas: $1,000 

 

 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 

TODAY (March 7) 
8:00 Worship/Online Worship 

9:30 am First Communion Class 
9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 

9:30 Insight SS Life Group 
9:30 Mosaic Life Group 

9:30 Children’s Sunday School 
9:30 am MS & HS Sunday School 

11 am Worship 
6:30 pm Parenting Life Group 

MONDAY (March 8) 
8 am Cornerstone Homeschool 

6:30 Vital Signs Life Group 
TUESDAY (March 9) 

6:30 pm S.A.L.T. 
6:30 pm Thriving in Babylon Life Group 

WEDNESDAY (March 10) 
8 am Classic Conversations Homeschool 

11 am Walking in Faith 
6:30 pm Lenten service 

THURSDAY (March 11) 
10 am Prayer Group 

11:30 am Staff Meeting 
FRIDAY (March 12) 

N/A 
SATURDAY (March 13) 

9 am Worship Team Rehearsal 
NEXT SUNDAY (March 14) 

8:00 Worship/Online Worship 
9:30 am First Communion Class 

9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 
9:30 Insight SS Life Group 

9:30 Mosaic Life Group 
9:30 Children’s Sunday School 

9:30 am MS & HS Sunday School 
11 am Worship 


