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Call To Worship-Worship Team 

 

Opening Prayer 

 

Welcome/Announcements 

 

Worship Through Songs 

 

Worship Through Giving 

        

Children’s Message 

Faye Werner 

 

Worship Through Hearing God’s Word 

 

 Message: 

Joining Jesus in Your Family, part 2 

By Pastor Kurt Hoover 

 

Worship Through Song 

 

Worship Through Prayers of Intercession 

 

Worship Through Communion 

 

Worship Through the Lord’s Prayer 

 

Closing Song 

WORSHIP TODAY 



3 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE 

OUR OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:  Isaiah 56:1-5 (NIV) Pew Bible p. 525 

Reader: Lori Spielman 

 

This is what the Lord says: “Maintain justice and do what is right, 

for my salvation is close at hand and my righteousness will soon be revealed. 

2 
Blessed is the one who does this— the person who holds it fast, 

who keeps the Sabbath without desecrating it, and keeps their hands from doing any evil.” 

3 
Let no foreigner who is bound to the Lord say, “The Lord will surely exclude me from his peo-

ple.” 

And let no eunuch complain, “I am only a dry tree.”
4 
For this is what the Lord says: “To the eu-

nuchs who keep my Sabbaths, who choose what pleases me and hold fast to my covenant— 

5 
to them I will give within my temple and its walls a memorial and a name better than sons 

and daughters; I will give them an everlasting name  that will endure forever. 

 

OUR NEW TESTAMENT LESSON: Acts 8:26-38  (NIV)  Pew Bible p. 777 

26 
Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes 

down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 
27 

So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian
 
eu-

nuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of the Kandake (which means “queen 

of the Ethiopians”). This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 
28 

and on his way home was 

sitting in his chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the prophet. 
29 

The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that 

chariot and stay near it.” 

30 
Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you 

understand what you are reading?” Philip asked. 
31 

“How can I,” he said, “unless someone ex-

plains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 

32 
This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading: 

“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb before its shearer is silent,  so he did 

not open his mouth. 
33 

In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. Who can speak of his de-

scendants? For his life was taken from the earth.” 

34 
The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or 

someone else?” 
35 

Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good 

news about Jesus. 
36 

As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch 

said, “Look, here is water. What can stand in the way of my being baptized?” 
[37] 

 
38 

And he 

gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water 

and Philip baptized him. 

  

OUR GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 12:48-50  (NIV) Pew Bible p. 690 

 

48 
He replied to him, “Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?” 

49 
Pointing to his disci-

ples, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers. 
50 

For whoever does the will of my Father 

in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.” 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WELCOME EVERYONE! You were meant to be here this morning, The rest of the week 

seems empty when we miss praising God on Sunday in church. God deserves our 

praise. We need the strength and joy that only come from him. You are welcome at the 

Lord’s Supper this morning. Introduce yourself to the people near you.  

 

WE HAVE CHURCH SERVICES ON WEDNESDAY NIGHT TOO!  If you can’t join us 

Sunday, worship with us Wednesday evening at 7:15 p.m. If you need a boost to your 

faith midweek, praise the Lord with us on Wednesday. You’ll enjoy the hymns, the 

Lord's Supper and a brief practical sermon. Bring a friend. 

 

OUR PRAYER HOUR ON THURSDAY MORNING AT 10:00 A.M. IS INFORMAL, HEART-

FELT AND FOR YOU! We pray for the prayer requests that we receive on Sunday and 

for any needs of our community and families. All of us are beginners when it comes to 

prayer. You can do it. 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS: If you would like to purchase altar flowers for a particular Sunday, 

sign up in the narthex hallway. 

 

FAMILY TRIVIA NIGHT: On February 8th from 1 pm to 3:30 pm, MLC will be hosting a 

family trivia night. We will be playing team trivia, and each team will be a “family”, with 

a wide range of ages on each team. Bring snacks and drinks to share. Childcare will be 

available. It’s trivia for ages 8-88 and beyond!  

 

1ST COMMUNION: Save the dates! 1st communion classes of 5th graders are right 

around the corner.  Class meets for 6 weeks @ 9:30 am starting March 1st.  Students 

and parents are encouraged to worship as a family at 8 am or 11 am services in addi-

tion to class. 

 

ANNUAL MEETING: Our annual meeting will be on Sunday, January 26 after the 11 

am service. Make a point to get involved and become knowledgeable about plans for 

the upcoming year. The annual report is available today.  

 

SECRET PAL GROUP: Attention Messiah Women ages 18 and beyond. You are invited 

to join the Secret Pal Group! As a member, you will be paired with another woman who 

you will support through prayer and monthly remembrance with a small card or gift. 

Sign up by Sunday, January 26th. Forms are on the Secret Pal table along with more 

information. Call Maureen Williams with questions: (815-531-7250) 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

INSIGHT 2020 (Sunday School Classes): 

1) Gathering House in January: 

“Fearless Conversations: How Can We Be Fully Faithful When We're Fully Flawed?” 

2) Fellowship Hall 

Jan. 19th & 26th - (Jim Ortinau) Parables of Jesus 

Feb. 2nd & 9th - (Harold Stier) Creation and the Flood 

3) Mosaic in January: "Emotionally healthy spirituality" 

 

STUDENT MINISTRY HAPPENINGS: 

1) Head 2 Heart for junior high continues on Wednesdays @ 6:15 pm 

2) SALT for high school students meets on Tuesdays @ 6:30 pm.  

3) The student ministry is compiling a cookbook and they need your recipes. You can 

contact brian at brian@mlcjoliet.org or call the church office for more details. The reci-

pes are due by Sunday, January 26 (that’s next Sunday!) 

4) The next Mafia night is Feb. 14 (for 5th-8th grade only) 

 

SAVE THE DATE FOR CAMPING!: MLC is planning a family camping trip on May 15-

17. The location is to be decided, but will be within 90 miles of the church. Whether 

you glamp or tent camp, come join the family fun! More info to come, but sign up if 

you are interested. 

 

STAY-N-PLAY VOLUNTEERS: We’re looking for volunteers to help with the new Stay-n-

Play ministry, to do very light tasks such as setting up the toys and putting them away 

afterwards, making a pot of coffee and sticking around to answer questions. The hours 

are from 9 am to 11:30m am. Moms will keep an eye on their kids so we don’t have 

to. Sign up in the “Connect” area of the narthex or call the office.  

 

COFFEE & SNACK STATION: We are transitioning our coffee and snack area to the 

west end of the fellowship hall. Please bring any snacks to the serving kiosk located 

there. Thanks! 

 

WORKCAMP 2020: The last day to sign up for Workcamp 2020 is March 3rd. The 

youth are headed to Scioto County, OH for a week of ministry and fun. This trip is 

available to anyone who is in 8th grade during this school year through age 20. See or 

email Brian at brian@mlcjoliet.org for more information.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

TRINITY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL: Trinity will have an open house on Sunday, January 26 

from 2 to 4 pm. Trinity is for preschool to 8th grade. You can find out more information at 

www.trinitychristian.info 

 

DAYBREAK SHELTER: Volunteers are needed to serve dinner to needy people at Daybreak 

Homeless Shelter in Joliet. The commitment is from 5:45 pm to 7:45 pm on the second 

Monday of each month. A team of Messiah members meets at the shelter to set up and 

serve dinner. We feel blessed to give a helping hand in this way. The people are very ap-

preciative for a warm meal. If you can help, please contact the church office.  

 

CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE: After meeting with the LCMC consultant and prayerful consid-

eration, the Call Committee has decided to follow the recommended process and will post 

the senior pastor position on the LCMC website.  In addition, an assessment survey will be 

conducted asking for the congregation’s hopes for our church.  Please be in prayer about 

this process and for the clear leading of the Holy Spirit. 
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STEWARDSHIP & ATTENDANCE 

January 12 

8 AM- 90 

9:30 AM- 94 

11 AM- 82 

Total- 266 

 

SS Attendance-93 

 

Wednesday Worship for January 15–24  

Awana—55 

 

2020 BUDGET 

Operating Expenses:  $718,441     

Average Need Each Week: $14,226 

Received last week: $10,340 

Received year-to-date: $38,189 

Needed year-to-date:   $28,453 

 

FLC Building Fund Total: 

$ 2,094,729.34 

 

Galatians 3:28 “There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither 

slave nor free, nor is their male and female, for you are all 

one in Christ Jesus.”  
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THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 

Today 

8 & 9:30 am Worship Services 

9:30 am Sunday School 

10:45 Youth Choir Rehearsal 

11 am Family Praise & Worship 

12:15 pm Financial Peace University 

Monday 

8 am Cornerstone Homeschool 

Tuesday 

9 am Memory Bears 

9:30 am Stay-N-Play 

6:30 pm SALT High School Bible Study 

Wednesday 

8 am Classical Conversations Homeschool 

6:15 pm Head 2 Heart 

6:30 pm Awana 

7:15 pm Worship Service 

Thursday 

10 am Prayer Time 

11 am Staff Meeting 

7:15 pm Sanctuary Choir practice 

Saturday 

9 am Worship Team Rehearsal 

Next Sunday 

8 & 9:30 am Worship Services 

9:30 am Sunday School 

10:45 Youth Choir Rehearsal 

11 am Family Praise & Worship 

12:15 pm Financial Peace University 

 


