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Psalm 25: 1-5 
L: In you, Lord my God, I put my trust. I trust in you; 
C: do not let me be put to shame, nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
L: No one who hopes in you will ever be put to shame, 
C: but shame will come on those who are treacherous without cause. 
L: Show me your ways, Lord, teach me your paths. 
C: Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my 
hope is in you all day long. 
L: We worship you Lord! In the name of the Father, The Son and The Holy 
Spirit. Amen 
 
Proverbs 30:24-28,  
There are four things on earth that are small but unusually wise: 
25 Ants—they aren’t strong, 
    but they store up food all summer. 
26 Hyraxes—they aren’t powerful, 
    but they make their homes among the rocks. 
27 Locusts—they have no king, 
    but they march in formation. 
28 Lizards—they are easy to catch, 
    but they are found even in kings’ palaces. 
 
1 Peter 1:3-13 
All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is by his great mercy 
that we have been born again, because God raised Jesus Christ from the 
dead. Now we live with great expectation, 4 and we have a priceless 
inheritance—an inheritance that is kept in heaven for you, pure and 
undefiled, beyond the reach of change and decay. 5 And through your faith, 
God is protecting you by his power until you receive this salvation, which is 
ready to be revealed on the last day for all to see. 
 
6 So be truly glad. There is wonderful joy ahead, even though you must 
endure many trials for a little while. 7 These trials will show that your faith 
is genuine. It is being tested as fire tests and purifies gold—though your 
faith is far more precious than mere gold. So when your faith remains 
strong through many trials, it will bring you much praise and glory and 
honor on the day when Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole world. 
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8 You love him even though you have never seen him. Though you do not 
see him now, you trust him; and you rejoice with a glorious, inexpressible 
joy. 9 The reward for trusting him will be the salvation of your souls. 
 
10 This salvation was something even the prophets wanted to know more 
about when they prophesied about this gracious salvation prepared for 
you. 11 They wondered what time or situation the Spirit of Christ within 
them was talking about when he told them in advance about Christ’s 
suffering and his great glory afterward. 
 
12 They were told that their messages were not for themselves, but for 
you. And now this Good News has been announced to you by those who 
preached in the power of the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. It is all so 
wonderful that even the angels are eagerly watching these things happen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Greetings in the Name of Christ.  
Ok, don’t say I didn’t prepare you in October. This lesson again is a bit 
different than most I’ve done from the pulpit. It actually requires you to 
participate. I will be asking some questions and I would very much like you 
to answer them out loud. I know it’s quite different for many of you but, 
give it a try. I’m also curious to see it you are getting any better at giving 
feedback ☺. Also, It’s a bit of a nature lesson, with animal facts and 
illustrations. But don’t write it off as too Ranger Rick for your sophisticated 
and exquisite hunger for God’s word. It’s a great eye-opener to the wonder 
of God’s creation and the wisdom of God’s values.  
God’s not into the big, the bold, and the beautiful like everyone else. He 
doesn’t define success in the world’s terms. Instead he takes simple, savvy, 
spiritual people like you and me and makes them successful by his 
standards. That’s an encouraging message for all of us who often think of 
ourselves as too small and powerless to do many significant things. 
Remember, God doesn’t call the qualified, He qualifies the called! God 
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shows us wisdom in many ways. Here are four small creatures He uses, and 
four lessons we can learn. 
 
 

− How would you define success? What makes someone 
successful? 

− How about wisdom—how would you define that? What makes 
someone wise? 

 
Have you ever heard of the BHOS—the Big Head of Success? It’s real. Most 
successful people have one. Literally. We’re not talking about puffed-up 
egos or swelled pride here—we’re talkin’ about extra-large noggins on their 
shoulders. Studies have shown most business leaders, politicians, and 
celebrities have at least slightly larger than average heads. 
 
In our world tall and big seem to be seen as better, don’t they? Most 
company presidents are over six feet tall. Most models are taller than 
average too. And most sports teams are looking for size. 
 
This value of being bigger—and better and more beautiful—can even leak 
into the church.  
 
 
For years many church ministries operated on the idea that if you could get 
a few high-profile members of the community or, dreaming even bigger, a 
professional athlete to come, you would be able to draw everyone else.  
 
Thankfully, the values of God’s kingdom aren’t quite so sizeable—or 
shallow. In fact, God loves taking smaller, less-than-spectacular creatures 
and making them truly successful. In that way they appreciate their success 
more, and he gets all the credit. God doesn’t call the qualified, He qualifies 
the called. 
 
We find a funny little nature lesson in Proverbs 30 that shows us what God 
values most in those he wants to make successful. It’s a great lesson in 
wisdom. In our reading we were introduced to four small yet wise animals.  
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1. The wise invest a lot of energy in preparation and make decisions with 
the future in mind.   

Harvester Ants  
-they aren’t strong, but they store up food all summer. 
The most common ant in the Middle East is the harvester ant—which 
doesn’t just gather up picnic crumbs, but actually harvests grain off the 
stalk. Scientists have observed how they divide their labor. 

− One group climbs up the stalk and chews off the grain. 

− One group carries the fallen kernel back to the nest. 

− One group husks the grain. 

− One group carries the kernels underground and stacks them neatly. 
 
If it rains the ants take all their grain out of the nest and lay it out to dry 
before restacking it below.  
And they’ll travel over 200 yards to collect food—that’s more than six miles 
in people terms—just to get ready for winter. 

 

• The Bible puts a high value on preparation. 

• Luke 12:35 calls us to “be dressed ready for service.” 

• 2 Timothy 2:21 tells us to be “prepared to do any good work.” 

• 1 Peter 1:13 challenges us to “prepare [our] minds for action.” 

• 1 Peter 3:15 reminds us to “always be prepared” to share our 
faith. 

• Think about these Bible characters who had to prepare. 

• Moses prepared for 80 years to lead Israel out of Egypt. 

• Joshua prepared for 40 years to take Moses’ place as leader. 

• Even Jesus prepared for 30 years before he went public with 
teaching and miracles. And his public ministry was only 3 
years! 

Now many of you know I like football. I’m partial to college football and 
while I don’t watch as much college or pro as I used to, I still have fond 
memories of family gathered around the TV to watch “The University of 
Michigan” dominate whoever they played.  
 
That was when I was a kid unfortunately it’s a lot different these days. They 
seem to be lucky to beat their main rival from that school down south once 
every 10 years or so. I remember when it was the biggest game of the year 
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and Michigan was always to be feared if not considered the favorite. So, my 
favorite coach of all-time is Bo..   
Bo Schembechler was the coach of the Michigan Wolverines football team 
from 1969-1989.  
Those of you who know me know what a big deal it is that I actually read 
his autobiography. You see I have only read about a half dozen books in my 
life that I simply chose to read. Not for school or work, but just because I 
might enjoy it. You see I have a learning disability. I’m dyslexic.  
So reading is actually very hard for me and it takes me a long time to read 
something and comprehend it. Thank the Lord for audio books! But Bo had 
a saying.  
Ok he had a lot of sayings but here is one I can repeat in church LOL. “Luck 
is when opportunity and preparation meet!” 
One famous preacher—Charles Spurgeon—said if he knew he had 25 years 
to live, he’d spend 20 of it in preparation. 
Students listen to me; young adults invest in this. Your teenage years and 
20’s are a time of preparation. The decisions you make today, yes even in 
your 30’s, 40’s and 50’s, will have a huge impact on your future. What are 
you doing now that will positively impact your next 20-30 years? Those of 
you like me that are over 50, think about what you would have liked to 
know and have been doing when you were 20 or 30. I saw this from Dave 
Ramsey about compound interest years ago and it just blew me away. 
(Dave R. clip on saving early disk 1 FPU) 

 
2. Wise people know and stay close to their source of protection. 
Rock badgers 
-they aren’t powerful, but they make their homes among the rocks. 
Rock badgers live in the crags, the steep, rugged cliff or rock faces where 
predators can’t get to them. 

 

• Other translations of the Bible call Rock badgers Coneys or as in our 
translation Hyraxes. 

A Rock badger spends its entire life within 20 yards of the rock pile it calls 
home. But even when it strays far away, it has guards backing it up. 
Sentinels will stand guard on the rock, watching for danger. If a sentinel 
sees a land predator—like a fox or coyote—it lets out long squeaks, saying, 
“Danger! You have some time but get home soon!” If the guard sees a bird 
of prey—like a hawk—it lets out shorter, more urgent squeaks. 
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But if it sees a weasel, the guard simply withdraws silently. 
The other Rock badgers —who look back often—will see the guard has 
disappeared and run for their lives.  
That’s because a weasel can go anywhere a Rock badger can go, even under 
the rocks. And weasels often just kill for sport. But even when rushing to 
hide, the Rock badgers don’t run aimlessly. They follow set patterns and 
trails within the rock pile to get to the safest hideouts. 
 

• Do you see the wisdom of these creatures?  
 
They know their limits; they stick close to home; and they never venture far 
without someone watching their back. Rock badgers know their rocks. They 
know where to run and where to hide. 
Scripture reminds us God is our Rock (Psalm 62) and the Devil is the 
predator seeking to devour us (1 Peter 5:8). Yet so many of us think we can 
live— 

− 21 yards from the Rock 

− 25 yards from our accountability partners 

− 30 yards from our church 
And when we’re in trouble we cry to God but don’t find the safety and 
security we need because we’re not in the habit of running to Him every 
day. Remember this if you don’t remember much from today - 
Overconfidence is a killer! 
 
3.  Wise people are into team participation and know the importance of 
community.  
 Locusts 
-they have no king, but they march in formation. 
Small people do big things by working together. That’s the lesson of the 
locust. 

 
There are basically two kinds of insects: loners and colonists. The loners are 
like spiders, which you always find one at a time. The colonists are like bees 
and ants always together in groups.  
But locusts are both. In good times locusts are sluggish loners. But in bad 
times—like when there’s a famine—locusts get very active and begin to 
swarm. When that happens, they become a force of nature as powerful as a 
volcano or hurricane. They can’t be stopped. The largest swarm of locusts 
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on record swept Africa in the early 1900s. It was one mile wide, 100 feet 
thick, and 50 miles long. Experts estimated it had 10 billion insects in it—
which means if you could kill one million a minute, it would take you a 
week to get them all! The swarm ate everything in sight, landing on trees in 
such mass they broke off three-inch limbs just by their weight. Only 
another force of nature stopped them. Winds blew them out to sea. But 
even then, they flew for 60 straight hours before dropping exhausted into 
the water. 

 
The Bible calls believers to swarm, to advance together in rank like an army. 
There’s a sense of buzz in any Christ-following community where people 
are gathering and working together with a sense of mission. 

• So What’s our mission? 
 
 
 
 
Messiah’s Mission summary 
(We seek to be faithful to Jesus Christ and be known for sharing His love 
and teachings... by encouraging members to use their gifts for God’s 
glory, expanding outside our church, and strengthening and building 
Christian family values.) 

 
4. Wise people are bold and persistent.  

Lizards 
-they are easy to catch, but they are found even in kings’ palaces. 
A gecko is a harmless little four- or five-inch lizard that lives in warm 
climates.  
They’re easy enough to catch, but they’re built for climbing into places we 
don’t want them! Their feet have a few climbing mechanisms that are 
interesting: 
They have claws, which unlike a cat’s are spread apart even when they’re 
relaxed. They have adhesive pads in the middle of their feet that stay 
slightly moist for added grab. 
They have scales that catch onto rough surfaces so the gecko can easily pull 
himself up. 
Catch them and throw them out as often as you like—they’ll keep climbing 
back for more. _Story about my cats in FL 
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Let’s look at some scripture that show how God wants us to pursue him and 
pursue spiritual goals. 
 
“If you look for me wholeheartedly, you will find me. (Jeremiah 29:13). 
 
“He will give eternal life to those who keep on doing good, seeking after the 
glory and honor and immortality that God offers.” (Romans 2:7). 
 
“So let’s not get tired of doing what is good. At just the right time we will 
reap a harvest of blessing if we don’t give up.” (Galatians 6:9). 
 
“Patient endurance is what you need now, so that you will continue to do 
God’s will. Then you will receive all that he has promised.” (Hebrews 
10:36). 
 
Write these answers down for yourself 
What are your spiritual goals? 
What would you like to be like, spiritually, in five or ten years? 
How are you being persistent in pursuing God? 
 
Let’s Review the wisdom of these four small creatures. 

− The ants are wise because they prepare and make decisions with 
the future in mind. 

− The Rock Badgers are wise because they know their safety is in 
the rock. 

− The locusts are wise because they understand the importance of 
community. 

− The lizards are wise because they’re bold and persistent. 
 

The world values size, strength, beauty, and charisma. God values humility, 
character, and a passion for Him. Remember God doesn’t call the qualified, 
He qualifies the called. 
 
 
Wise people invest a lot of energy in preparation and make decisions with 
the future in mind. 
Wise people know and stay close to their source of protection. 
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Wise people are into team participation and know the importance of 
community. 
Wise people are bold and persistent. 
 
Challenge: In this Series we encourage you to think of others and to “lift 
them up”. This week we’re asking you to encourage people who you would 
identify as Science and Engineering professionals. You know people who do 
things like; Physical and life scientists, engineers, architects, IT 
professionals, Technology managers and installers. 
I think about the amazing protection, dedication, skill, compassion, 
teamwork, preparation, and persistence that many in these fields have and 
put on display every day. We encourage you take 5 minutes out of your 
busy week and encourage others. 

 
 
Discussion for the ride home or over brunch/lunch 
 

• If you were a motivational speaker, what could you say to convince 
your audience that the values we just discussed are the real keys to 
success? (preparation, protection, participation, or persistence) 

• How does preparing for what God wants you to become compare to 
preparing for or how you prepared for college or a career? 

• How would you rate yourself in the area of staying close to God as a 
source of protection? On a scale of zero to 100 yards, how close are 
you to the Rock? (Remember, 20 yards is a safe limit!) 

• If you decided to try to get more serious about sticking closer to God, 
knowing your Rock intimately, and running to him often—how would 
your days be different? What would you do more of? What would 
you do less of? 

 
 


