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Psalm 46: 1-7  

God is our refuge and strength, 

    always ready to help in times of trouble. 
2 So we will not fear when earthquakes come 

    and the mountains crumble into the sea. 
3 Let the oceans roar and foam. 

    Let the mountains tremble as the waters surge! Interlude 
4 A river brings joy to the city of our God, 

    the sacred home of the Most High. 
5 God dwells in that city; it cannot be destroyed. 

    From the very break of day, God will protect it. 
6 The nations are in chaos, 

    and their kingdoms crumble! 

God’s voice thunders, 

    and the earth melts! 
7 The LORD of Heaven’s Armies is here among us; 

    the God of Israel is our fortress. 
 

John 7:37-39 

 On the last day, the climax of the festival, Jesus stood and shouted to the 

crowds, “Anyone who is thirsty may come to me! 38 Anyone who believes in me 

may come and drink! For the Scriptures declare, ‘Rivers of living water will flow 

from his heart.’” 39 (When he said “living water,” he was speaking of the Spirit, 

who would be given to everyone believing in him. But the Spirit had not yet been 

given, because Jesus had not yet entered into his glory.) 

 
Revelation 22:1-7, 10a-13 

Then the angel showed me a river with the water of life, clear as crystal, flowing 

from the throne of God and of the Lamb. 2 It flowed down the center of the main 

street. On each side of the river grew a tree of life, bearing twelve crops of 

fruit, with a fresh crop each month. The leaves were used for medicine to heal the 

nations. 
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3 No longer will there be a curse upon anything. For the throne of God and of the 

Lamb will be there, and his servants will worship him. 4 And they will see his face, 

and his name will be written on their foreheads. 5 And there will be no night 

there—no need for lamps or sun—for the Lord God will shine on them. And they 

will reign forever and ever. 

6 Then the angel said to me, “Everything you have heard and seen is trustworthy 

and true. The Lord God, who inspires his prophets, has sent his angel to tell his 

servants what will happen soon.” 

7 “Look, I am coming soon! Blessed are those who obey the words of prophecy 

written in this book.” 10Do not seal up the prophetic words in this book, for the 

time is near. 11 Let the one who is doing harm continue to do harm; let the one 

who is vile continue to be vile; let the one who is righteous continue to live 

righteously; let the one who is holy continue to be holy.” 

12 “Look, I am coming soon, bringing my reward with me to repay all people 

according to their deeds. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, 

the Beginning and the End.” 

The River Has Moved 
 
With today being Father’s Day I wanted to talk about going on trips, technology, 
and acronyms. ☺ 

Have you ever gone on a trip? Well I find that using a GPS can help with 
communication and the whole pulling over and asking directions thing. But not 
always, on our last trip down to TN last month the GPS was wrong (or I was 
confused if you ask my wife)  

So I may have been confused by the GPS and of course it was Dana’s fault. LOL 
Have you ever used a GPS? One of my favorite things about a GPS is the POI 
button. I just love checking out all the POI’s don’t you? I did wear my dad shirt 
and dad shoes today but I’m sorry I don’t have any dad jokes. Maybe this video 
will be good enough. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nicTaLEK6bs 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nicTaLEK6bs


PASTOR DAVID STIER 

6/21/20 

The River Has Moved 

 3 

So back to the POI’s on my GPS. Oh, I see some of you have no Idea what I’m 
talking about. A GPS is a Global Positioning system and POI’s are Points of 
Interest. You know, shopping, museums, food, gas stations, landmarks etc. Well I 
wanted to talk about a few Points Of Intrest from a Biblical perspective this 
morning. Did you know Jesus offers everyone Living water. But what does that 
mean? What does that mean for us here today? Here are 3 POI’s I’d like to focus 
on this morning. 

He cried out, ‘If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. Rivers of living 
water will brim and spill out of the depths of anyone who believes in me this 
way, just as the Scripture says’ (John 7:37-38). 

The 1st Point of Interest-Rivers of water are powerful.  
We know this power living in the river communities that we do. We had a lot of 
rain this spring and I don’t know about you, but I saw a lot of rivers just moving 
things out of their way.  
There is a campground we like to go to in Sawyer, MI. They have their own little 
part of the beach on Lake Michigan, right next to the Warren Dunes State Park. 
Every year we go out there the beach is different. Why? Well there is a river that 
flows into Lake Michigan that cuts right through their beach or at least it does 
sometimes ☺.  While it looks like the sandy beaches constrain the water, it is the 
power of the water that moves and shapes the beach. Jesus said that rivers of 
living water of the Spirit would flow from those who follow him, quenching every 
thirst. Our church was named Messiah for a reason; and when we moved to this 
location, I don’t think it was a coincidence that there is a small stream at the back 
of our property. Like that stream is for all the animals that live in our woods, we 
are to be a place of refreshment for all who pass by. But sometimes the rivers of 
life are hard to get to safely. So, we build bridges that make connections for us so 
that the river does not overwhelm but remains accessible on our journey. 
 
Take a look at the photo of the (Chil-a tech-a) Choluteca Bridge in Honduras.  
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It was built by the US Army Corps of Engineers in 1930. It survived many storms 
providing safe connections from one side of the river to another, and easy access 
to the riverbed below. Until Hurricane Mitch in 1998. 
Hurricane Mitch was a Category 5 storm that decimated Central America with 
more than 22,000 human lives lost and millions left without adequate shelter. 
Many lesser bridges were destroyed. 
 
As you can see from the photo taken after the storm, the Choluteca Bridge 
survived unscathed.  
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Yes, that is the same bridge! It’s just the river that moved! 
Where did the river go? The hurricane couldn’t move the bridge, but the 
hurricane picked-up and moved the river making the bridge a bridge to nowhere. 
Sometimes we can recognize that our former “bridges” and “community 
connections” remain intact, but they are no longer anywhere near today’s 
community or its concerns. Since Jesus is the Living Water, the water of life,  
our mission as the bridge is to connect people in our communities to that Living 
Water. For the bridge to fulfill its purpose it must be in the river and connecting 
others to the river of life, too. 
 
Messiah has withstood the seasons and storms of life for over a hundred years.  
Most of us know about the Plainfield Tornado that wiped out much of the central 
high school campus back in 1990. Believe it or not that was one of the things I 
learned about the first weekend I visited the church ☺ 
As a matter of fact, the first year we lived here we stayed in the youth house for 9 
months. One summer evening Dana and the boys were coming home from CYC 
and there it was, a tornado coming right down I-80. Probably most of you don’t 
remember that one. It was in 2006. It didn’t do much damage.  
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But then there were the tornados in the Coal City area. They got hit by 2 big ones 
in just 2 years. I remember taking a team down to help in the recovery effort for 
the 2015 one. Messiah has withstood the seasons and storms of life for a hundred 
years. We’re still standing! We were built on a solid foundation. Our structures 
are strong.  
 
The 2nd Point of Interest-Water Moves: 
In life we just may not always notice that the water has moved. Our neighbors 
may not even know they are thirsty, but the accessibility to the Living Water is out 
of reach… unless we extend our bridge in every direction to reach people who 
need to see God’s love in action. 
We have the Living Water. We don’t want to be a beautiful bridge to nowhere. 
Instead, we have to begin a transformational journey to let the Living Water flow 
and connect to our communities that are flowing, moving, dynamically changing. 
Let’s work together to address the moving river. 
 
I opened this morning by referencing John 7:37-38. 
Let me put those verses in a bit more context for you.  
 
“While Jesus was teaching in the Temple, he called out, ‘Yes, you know me, and 
you know where I come from. But I’m not here on my own. The one who sent me 
is true, and you don’t know him. But I know him because I come from him, and he 
sent me to you.’ Then the leaders tried to arrest him; but no one laid a hand on 
him, because his time had not yet come.”  
 
So, they all knew him as the son of Joe the carpenter. They didn’t know him as 
Jesus the Messiah. Did you ever stop to think about what happened when they 
tried to arrest him? It says, “no one laid a hand on him, because his time had not 
yet come.” I wonder if it was like a Marvel movie or like Star Wars in real life.  
Yes, I know I have a vivid imagination. It got me in a lot of trouble when I was a kid 
‘cause I wouldn’t get my school work done. Now my beautiful boy Alexei is 
dealing with the same gift. 
Let’s go on… 
“Many among the crowds at the Temple believed in him. ‘After all,’ they said, 
‘would you expect the Messiah to do more miraculous signs than this man has 
done?’ So even though so many didn’t believe still more did because of all they 
had seen him do. 
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When the Pharisees heard that the crowds were whispering such things, they and 
the leading priests sent Temple guards to arrest Jesus.”  
Didn’t they learn the first time? I guess not LOL 
“But Jesus told them, ‘I will be with you only a little longer. Then I will return to 
the one who sent me. You will search for me but not find me. And you cannot go 
where I am going.’ 
The Jewish leaders were puzzled by this statement. ‘Where is he planning to go?’ 
they asked. ‘Is he thinking of leaving the country and going to the Jews in other 
lands? Maybe he will even teach the Greeks! What does he mean when he says, 
‘You will search for me but not find me,’ and ‘You cannot go where I am going’?’” 
 
Talk about being clueless, eh? The sad thing is so many times I think we in the 
church can be just a clueless as the pharisees were. You see sometimes I think we 
value comfort and tradition more than we do the calling we have to be a bridge to 
the community to connect them with the “living water” 
We continue… 
“On the last day, the climax of the festival, Jesus stood and shouted to the 
crowds, ‘Anyone who is thirsty may come to me! Anyone who believes in me may 
come and drink! For the Scriptures declare, ‘Rivers of living water will flow from 
his heart.’ (When he said, “living water,” he was speaking of the Spirit, who would 
be given to everyone believing in him. But the Spirit had not yet been given, 
because Jesus had not yet entered into his glory.)” 
What’s that spirit? It’s the Holy Spirit. Remember my message on Pentecost, 
When God moves, we move? Are you getting it? 
 
“When the crowds heard him say this, some of them declared, ‘Surely this man is 
the Prophet we’ve been expecting.’ Others said, ‘He is the Messiah.’ Still others 
said, ‘But he can’t be! Will the Messiah come from Galilee? For the Scriptures 
clearly state that the Messiah will be born of the royal line of David, in Bethlehem, 
the village where King David was born.’”  
Isn’t this so like us? Not “us” Messiah, I mean “us” the Body of Christ. Sometimes 
we can’t see the forest for the trees, so to speak. We spend so much time picking 
fights with other Christians on relatively small issues. I truly feel in the 20th 
century we spent more time knocking each other down that we did trying to help 
connect others to Jesus. I was talking to a friend at CLBC last summer about how 
it appeared to me that in the last decade or so, the church has been under much 
more of an attack; even here in our own country. She agreed but then pointed 
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out why she felt the same way. It blew me away. She felt that now that we, the 
Body of Christ, were coming together and living in more harmony than we had in 
about 100 years, the enemy Lucifer, …you know Satan, the Devil? Yea, that guy… 
well, he is so worried about a unified body of Christ, and what we can do to 
connect the world to that Living Water, that he has ramped up his attacks using 
every tool he has. 
One last verse… 
“So, the crowd was divided about him. Some even wanted him arrested, but no 
one laid a hand on him.” (John 7:28-44) For a third time no one laid a hand on 
Him! They were divided. We need to be united in joining Jesus in His mission. 
Remember we are Jesus followers not Jesus salesmen! Folks, we’re the bridge! 
 
The Last POI - Be Willing to Relocate the Bridge:  
When it’s really difficult to make new connections, what do you do? Stay rigidly in 
place or adapt and grow until new connections are made. 
Spirit Bridges Are Flexible: We have many wonderful structures (or bridges) that 
need to be flexible to stay connected to the Living Water and the rivers of life all 
around us. 
Every one of us is a Bridge-Builder, a People-Connector: Each of us has a gift, an 
interest, an experience, talent, or skill that can help relocate and reconnect our 
bridge to our community. 
Oddly, the word “bridge” does not appear in the Bible, but remember that Jesus is 
the ultimate Bridge-Builder, “as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all 
things in him, things in heaven and things on earth” (Ephesians 1:10). 
The Apostle Paul again wrote, “Even though I am free of the demands and 
expectations of everyone, I have voluntarily become a servant to any and all in 
order to reach a wide range of people: religious, nonreligious, meticulous 
moralists, loose-living immoralists, the defeated, the demoralized—whoever. I 
didn’t take on their way of life. I kept my bearings in Christ—but I entered their 
world and tried to experience things from their point of view. I’ve become just 
about every sort of servant there is in my attempts to lead those I meet into a 
God-saved life. I did all this because of the Message. I didn’t just want to talk 
about it; I wanted to be in on it!” (1 Corinthians 9:19-23). 
 
The Choluteca Bridge was a marvel of engineering but lacked the capacity to keep 
up with the river waters.  
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We read in Revelation 22; Do not seal up the prophetic words in this book, for the 

time is near. Let the one who is doing harm continue to do harm; let the one who 

is vile continue to be vile; let the one who is righteous continue to live 

righteously; let the one who is holy continue to be holy.” 

“Look, I am coming soon, bringing my reward with me to repay all people 

according to their deeds.  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, 

the Beginning and the End.” (Revelation 22:10a-13) (NLT) 

Let’s be sure our bridges are making contact with people where they are by 
getting in the water, the flow of the Spirit, so even more can drink and quench 
their thirst. 
 


