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A Great Cloud of Witness: Two Wills 

By Pastor Kurt Hoover 

 

 

James 1:19-27 (RSV) 19 Know this, my beloved brethren. Let every man be 

quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger, 20 for the anger of man does not 

work the righteousness of God. 21 Therefore put away all filthiness and rank 

growth of wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted word, which 

is able to save your souls. 
22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving 

yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like 

a man who observes his natural face in a mirror; 24 for he observes himself 

and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. 25 But he who looks into 

the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer that 

forgets but a doer that acts, he shall be blessed in his doing. 
26 If anyone thinks he is religious, and does not bridle his tongue but 

deceives his heart, this man’s religion is vain. 27 Religion that is pure and 

undefiled before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in 

their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world. 

 

 

John 6:35-40 (NIV) 
35 Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will 

never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.36 But as I 

told you, you have seen me and still you do not believe. 37 All those the 

Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never 

drive away. 38 For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to 

do the will of him who sent me. 39 And this is the will of him who sent me, 

that I shall lose none of all those he has given me, but raise them up at the 

last day. 40 For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and 

believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last 

day.” 

 

 

 

‘But he who looks into the law the Perfect Law, the Law of liberty, and 

perseveres, being not a hearer who forgets but a doer that acts, He will be 

blessed in all he does.’  - James 1:25 
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That was the verse I memorized my first year of Bible Camp. I had just 

finished my first year of college and I was bound and determined to get it 

right for God.  I wasn’t determined to trust in God, hadn’t done much 

thought on what it looks like to depend on God, I wasn’t really asking God 

for help, but I was bound and determined to do God’s work for Him.  

 

I was going to prove myself to God, learn the rules and persevere. Truth be 

told I thought I already had all the rules pretty much figured out and oh boy I 

could not wait to tell the children and my fellow counselors, maybe a pastor 

or 2 … I could not wait to let the world know just what God expects of 

them. :)  

 

This has been my struggle with Faith all along a tension between two wills, 

mine and God’s.  What I think God ought to be doing and what He is 

actually trying to accomplish in and through me.   

 

And I ask you to examine yourself this day and ask yourself if this same 

struggle might be going on in my life.   Things are working out petty well 

for me, I got my own little system and God had better hold up his end of the 

bargain.   Is there a struggle going on between the hopes and dreams that 

God has instore for you and your own little ideas of what works in this 

world?  Be honest with yourself.    

 

 

But before I tell you about the moment that this clicked for me, the moment 

I surrendered… Will you go back with me to the back porch of the Dining 

Hall of the Regular Baptist Bible Camp overlooking the shores of Clear 

Lake in Northern Iowa. 

 

It was a cool August evening after a hot humid day.  Still sticky but the drop 

in temperature after the sun went down was a welcome relief.  The crickets 

chirping intensified as the sound bounced off the Lake.  I had asked Max 

Wagaman to pray with me after worship.  It was my turn.  :)  

 

My brother had bailed on me.  We had made a promise that neither of us 

would go and pray with Max after the alter call, because we had it figured 

out.  We knew we were Christians and we didn’t need to be re-Baptized…  

Our strong Lutheran Heritage was more then enough to assure our salvation.  

In terms I couldn’t have articulated then, I knew I was saved by Grace 

through faith, and not by anything I needed to do for God.  As Lutherans we 
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put the emphasis in salvation on what God does, not what we decide to do or 

not to do.   

 

This was the summer after our senior year, most of us were going to college 

and we knew Max was going to make one last attempt to convert us.  My 

brother and I had talked with our childhood pastor, Mark Pries, just to be 

sure we were on good footing.  It is funny really that looking back there is 

less and less tension between what both Max and Mark wanted for us two 

boys as they did their best to mentor us in the Faith.  But in my mind there 

was a very real tension between what my Substitute-Dad-Max wanted for 

me and what Lutheran-Pastor-Mark wanted or expected of me.   

 

Max wanted me to follow the rules, get it right.  Surrender to God and put 

my trust only in Him.  Mark wanted the very same thing, but there was 

lingering hint that this had already been done for me.  A subtle difference in 

their definitions of salvation.  As it turns out I experienced neither that night, 

but it was an important step in the process.  

 

It was my turn.  It was the last night of camp.  Everyone else had prayed 

with Max but me.  My brother had given in the night before, but he never 

had a chance because he was dating Max’s daughter.  :)  

 

 

SO this is what I prayed with Max on that back porch so many years ago.  I 

said: God I know I am saved, I have never doubted that.  But I also realize I 

am a selfish teenage boy full of hormones and there are often times when I 

choose my own desires of what pleases me rather then do what I know is the 

right thing to do.  Lord I choose my Will over yours and from this day 

forward I vow that I will follow your will and not my own.  I know that your 

Will, your plans for me, will lead me on a path that will save my life and if I 

follow my own will there are no guarantees I may very well drive a wedge 

between you and me.  It was the best I could articulate my faith at 18 years 

old.  SO, I did it, but I didn’t.  Max didn’t save me I declared to God that I 

was already saved.   

 

 

I came out of that experience with a determination to get it right for God that 

carried me through my first year of college and through most of my summer 

at Bible Camp.  I had already saved myself and I was bound and determined 

to Help God save others. 
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For that time in my life it was simple.  There was the right thing to do and 

the wrong thing to do.  And so long as I did the right thing me and God were 

good.  He stayed over there, and I reported in from time to time to let him 

know how well I was doing.      

 

It was at the end of Bible Camp as I was driving in one of the old camp vans 

that my surrender to God almost actually happened.   

 

This time instead of Max and Mark, It was Anne and Adrian.   

 

Anne was the Director of the Summer program and Adrian was a fellow 

camp counselor.  Anne had hired me, convinced me to work at my child 

hood Bible Camp. 

 

Anne was also a passionate evangelist who would have been much more at 

home in at the regular Baptist Bible Camp but God had called her to breath 

life into this struggling little Lutheran Camp.   

 

Adrian was just like me a simple Lutheran kid raised in the church and very 

eager to learn more about God.  He asked good questions.  And he also 

challenged my base assumption that the goal of the Christian life is follow 

the rules.     

 

It was almost exactly a year later, now that I think of it.  And I was sitting in 

the backseat of the van contemplating what I had been hearing and learning 

as I studied the Bible with friends.  I had been working on a theory for a 

while and so I decided to test it out loud.   

 

Is it possible that God does not depend on us so much as we ought to depend 

on Him.   Is it possible that what I do for God really doesn’t matter, in fact 

all the stuff I have been doing for God is really just for myself?  

 

Is it possible that I am not so much responsible to God but actually 

completely dependent on God.  So long as I stay close to Him, you know seek 

His Kingdom first what ever it is that he has planned for my life will happen 

as it should or even better because it is not limited by my imagination or set 

of rules I am trying to live by.   
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I have been trying really hard to be responsible to God when all He truly 

wants is for me to depend on Him.   

 

I mean so long as I am praying He will show me the next thing to do, right?  

 

I remember she turned around in the driver’s seat and looked me directly in 

the eyes and made sure I knew in no uncertain terms that it is not that easy.  

We each have a responsibility toward God.  

 

I was ready to just let go and let God take over every aspect of my life.  

Truly put my trust in Him rather then what I could accomplish for Him and 

without knowing it Anne had set me back on the path of self-righteousness.   

 

At some of the most pivotal points in my life there seemed to always be this 

tension between Max and Mark, Ann and Adrian, Grandma’s rules and 

Mom’s unconditional love.  God has shaped my faith through this tension. 

 

 

I thought it was my will - what I selfishly want vs. God’s good and selfless 

will.  It may not be as fun, but it will be rewarding, and I will have been able 

to look back on my life and be proud of what I have accomplished, or rather 

what God has accomplished through me.  But as it turns out there is another 

good and righteous will with in me that I often mistake as the Will of God, 

but is really my own will once again reasserting itself and trying to convince 

me that I can do all this on my own, I don’t need God, If I can just look into 

the perfect law and persevere … My will and ability to do the right thing is 

enough.    

 

Well I am here to tell you it is not enough.  Never once have I accomplished 

anything by my own effort that I am proud of.  I have certainly made myself 

look better than others, I have made the best argument, I have followed the 

rules and been blessed, truly blessed … but at the very same time I put my 

confidence where it does not belong - in my own abilities.   My own ability 

to follow the law, please God, save myself.   

 

But the best things in my life have come when I have surrendered to the will 

of others.  Put others good and righteous plans for success before my own.  

When I have taken God at his word and trusted in Him.  
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I am not responsible for any of Gods plans coming to fruition, He is not 

depending on me to get it right, but I am completely dependent on Him to 

work through me so that His will may be done on Earth as it is in Heaven.  

 

Listen to How Billy Graham says it:  

 

‘God put us on this Earth for a Purpose, and our purpose is fellowship with 

God and to Glorify God.’ 

 

Billy Graham the most successful evangelist in the 20th century, the catalyst 

for the 2nd great revival in American History - says his purpose is not to get 

it right.  We were made to have fellowship with God, get that part figured 

out first and then to Glorify God.  

 

It does not glorify God when I succeed, but it does glorify God when I help 

another succeed.  Do you see the difference?  It usually does not glorify God 

when you get your list of things done for the day, but it does glorify God 

when you set aside what ‘you’ are going to do for Him and let the needs of 

others interrupt your well laid plans!   

 

 

(CON) I am here to tell you … That because God is merciful … Not because 

you are a saintly religious person, and defiantly not because anyone is a 

‘good person.’  That is just self-delusion that keeps many from even tasting 

the Kingdom of Heaven.        Because of God …  Not because of your 

ability to follow the rules and please others.      Because of God and His will 

in your life and nothing that you as an individual bring to the table you can 

be saved – from yourself!   Not the hedonistic sinner, but the self-righteous 

mortal human being that would dare say to God, ‘I don’t need you.’   

 

I ask you admit that you are trying to impress God, you would rather do it 

your own way… Is that true of you?  Be honest! …and take this time to 

surrender to God and ask His Holy Spirit to once again replace your will 

with His own.   
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