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Today and Tomorrow 
by Pastor Kurt Hoover   

  

A bible study of God’s daily provision. One of the key moments remembered in 

the history the Bible records was the wandering in the wilderness of the Israelites.  

This happened after the exodus with Moses, through the Red Sea, and before 

they reentered the promised land and the nation of Israel divided the land into 

tribes.* Todays readings trace a journey from the wandering, through Jesus 

teaching about today and tomorrow, into a warning for the early church found in 

Hebrews.  In the wilderness the people were feed by Mana, daily.  It was a test to 

see if they would try to store it up or trust in God.  God insisted they learn to trust 

Him for each day’s needs.  Jesus commends the same in the famous comparison 

of our lives to that of birds and flowers.  Your Father in Heaven knows what you 

need! Finally, in Hebrews there is a bleak warning that God is willing to let the 

early church wonder.  Instead, of learning through a time of wilderness they have 

been given the Holy Spirit which helps us trust God above oneself.  

   

 

Exodus 16:1-4  The whole Israelite community set out from Elim and came 

to the Desert of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of 

the second month after they had come out of Egypt. 2 In the desert the whole 

community grumbled against Moses and Aaron. 3 The Israelites said to them, 

“If only we had died by the Lord’s hand in Egypt! There we sat around pots 

of meat and ate all the food we wanted, but you have brought us out into this 

desert to starve this entire assembly to death.” 
4 Then the Lord said to Moses, “I will rain down bread from heaven for you. 

The people are to go out each day and gather enough for that day. In this 

way I will test them and see whether they will follow my instructions. 

 

Matthew 6:25-34 25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what 

you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life 

more than food, and the body more than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the 

air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly 

Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27 Can any 

one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life? 
28 “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field 

grow. They do not labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all 

his splendor was dressed like one of these. 30 If that is how God clothes the 

grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, 

will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? 31 So do not worry, 
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saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we 

wear?’ 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father 

knows that you need them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his 

righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore 

do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each 

day has enough trouble of its own. 

 

Hebrews 3:7-14  So, as the Holy Spirit says: 

“Today, if you hear his voice, 
8     do not harden your hearts 

as you did in the rebellion, 

    during the time of testing in the wilderness, 
9 where your ancestors tested and tried me, 

    though for forty years they saw what I did. 
10 That is why I was angry with that generation; 

    I said, ‘Their hearts are always going astray, 

    and they have not known my ways.’ 
11 So I declared on oath in my anger, 

    ‘They shall never enter my rest.’ ” 
12 See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving 

heart that turns away from the living God. 13 But encourage one another 

daily, as long as it is called “Today,” so that none of you may be hardened 

by sin’s deceitfulness. 14 We have come to share in Christ, if indeed we 

hold our original conviction firmly to the very end.  

 

 

 

…encourage one another daily, as long as it is called “Today” 

- Hebrews 3:13 

 

Today!  What does that word conger up in your mind?  

 

I invite you to empty your mind of all the other distractions, 

close your eyes maybe, and meditate on this moment one word 

at a time.  

 

Today!  Where does it take you?  What feelings? …A long list 

of things to do?  Anxiety?   
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Today! An unwritten expectation, the pressure to get 

something done?  A limited amount of time. 

 

Today! Perhaps an unfolding of one surprise after another – 

the joy and gift of life.  As you have heard me say before.  Do 

not let the anxiety of this uncertain time rob you of what 

Today! has to bring.   Let us fall in love with living again.  Let’s 

fall in love with Today!, again (That isn’t a selfish thing to do! 

In fact, it is when you set aside the pressures and worries of life 

that you are better able to serve your neighbor.)   

 

Today! is a gift from God to be treasured and cherished.  Be 

present in the Today! 

 

 

Tomorrow where does that word take your mind.  (Meditate) 

Anger, Anxiety, frustration, worry…  I don’t know about you, 

but It seems like every conversation with parents involves some 

venting of frustration over school.  There are no easy answers, 

there is no one truly to blame, so many caught in the middle.   

We try to deal with the pandemic’s impact on our children’s 

social and academic development and like Tupperware lid that 

is just a little to small … no matter where we shift our 

attention we can’t put a lid on it.  We are in the wilderness 

people.  Our leaders are wandering around trying to fix things 

they have no control over, often without asking God for 

guidance.   

 

Tomorrow.  Tomorrow.  Tomorrow.  Tomorrow should be a 

word of HOPE! And we have let fear and the blame game, and 

division … sin and doubt rob us of the Hope for Tomorrow!   
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And here is the crux of the issue.  Right there tucked in 

between so many quotable mantras of Mathew chapter 6.  It is 

the throw away line in verse 32. 

 

Your Father in Heaven knows what you need. 

 

Meditate on that one for a moment.  Your Father in Heaven 

knows what you need.  Why on Earth would we ever resist 

trusting in such a simple truth.  …To easy?  …I don’t get my 

way then?  …I’d rather have this or that?   

 

Your Father in Heaven knows what you need! 

 

Take hold of that, dwell on that, believe it!! Can you let go of 

your own silly ideas of control and perspective, and knowledge 

and rebellion and just give into the Wonder of knowing that 

when it comes to Tomorrow God know what you need!  What 

your kids need…  You are allowed and encouraged by God to 

live each day, one day at a time.   

 

…encourage one another daily, as long as it is called “Today” 

These are words of warning to the early church that apply just 

as directly, hold just as much promise, for the church today.   

 

The threat is real.  God has let his people wander in the 

wilderness of their own rebellion before and he will do it again.   

 

There is battle going on for your perspective and attitude.  

Anything to keep you wandering in the uncertainty and 

division of 2020.  There is only one voice to hold onto in the 

midst of this chaos and you will not find it at a political 

convention last week or this week.  No matter how many facts 

you can pull together, not matter what expert you find there is 
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no one who has control over the reality we live in but the one 

who has given you to the world to care and for His people and 

Point to Him.  And God knows what you need.   

…encourage one another daily, as long as it is called “Today” 

This is a bleak and scary warning … God’s grace is real and 

the threat of living life without it is just as real.   

 

Be honest with yourself.  Have you chosen sin and doubt over 

trust in God?   

 

See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you has a sinful, 

unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God. 13 But 

encourage one another daily, as long as it is called “Today,” so 

that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness. – 

Hebrews 3:12-13 

 

God is not talking about moral behavior here.  Who can make 

the better choice, who is the better candidate, what is the right 

thing to do… The sinful, unbelieving heart that we are fighting 

so desperately (in love) to protect our children and our 

spouses, our friends, and the church from…  The sinful heart 

we should be very concerned about avoiding in ourselves and 

others - is the heart that has chosen to trust in something other 

then God!!   That is the heart that has turned from the living 

God.  

 

You cannot store up for yourself, Today!, plans or expectations 

that will exceed the plans God has for your Tomorrow.  And in 

trying to do this all we do is rob ourselves of today’s provision.  

The work and connections, the joys and sorrows, the life to be 

given Today!.  Give Today its time.  You can trust God to 

supply the time and energy and perspective and resources that 
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tomorrow will demand.  Don’t miss today’s provision worrying 

about tomorrow.  

 

 

If when you think about Tomorrow you are filled with a sense 

of dread, you have chosen to trust in something other than the 

living God.   

 

Your Father in Heaven knows what you need! 

  

How many times does Jesus encourage us to live each day to its 

fullest?  How man times does Jesus encourage us to live life one 

day at a time?  When people asked Jesus how they should pray 

– the prayer that comes out of Jesus mouth is a direct appeal to 

God for the matters of that moment and that day.   

 

Jesus prays – Give us this day, our daily bread.  Not… ‘this 

week our weekly provisions’.  Not… ‘give us the master plan so 

we can build perfect little kingdoms of our own.’  Give us 

Today! our daily bread.   

 

Lord give me what ever it is I need in this moment and in this 

day to be the best parent, the best friend, the best spouse that I 

can be.  Lord give me this day my daily provision of patience 

and humility to set myself aside for the needs of others.   Lord 

give me the ability to stop and listen to what is actually going 

on in the conversation rather then worrying about my to do list 

and how I am going to fix things…   

 

Can you do this for me.  When your brain kicks into the that 

problem-solving mode… can we do this, instead sit back, 

continue to listen, and just Wonder…  wonder and ponder at 

what God is going to do it that situation which will most likely 

have nothing to do with you.  Can we try that.  Just be present 

in the conversations of our lives.   
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Jesus is alluding directly to a peasant society, he is not 

endorsing it, but He is describing our connection with God in 

those very same terms.  You are a peasant farmer.  You do not 

even own the roof over our head or the bed you slept on last 

night.  It all belongs to the King.   

 

And as you set out from that home to care for the king’s field 

you will be providing nothing for yourself.  You will be handed 

a freshly sharpened hoe, a sack of food, a bottle of water, and a 

very precious parcel of seeds.  And when you return from your 

daily work, if your master is kind you will be handed a flask of 

wine, a gift for your children, some resources to patch up the 

house you live in, maybe a guitar so that you can gather with 

your fellow workers in the cool of the evening to laugh and sing 

and play.    

 

And in this analogy, that Jesus uses for the Kingdom of God, in 

the Lord’s prayer - you are the peasant for which God 

provides all that you need.  And each day that King may hand 

you a tool or some resources you did not even know you were 

going to need that day.  He may show up in the field and invite 

you into some new adventure you could not have imagined.  He 

will work alongside you so that he can see the needs of your 

coworkers and the development of your children, His future 

workers in the very precious work of planting seeds of Hope 

for those who wander in the wilderness.   

 

Because you can trust God, He has, and is and he will give you 

what you need for this day to plant hope in the lives of an 

uncertain, divided, and anxious world.   

 

Your Father in Heaven knows what you need! 
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