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1 Kings 17:1 

17 Now Elijah, who was from Tishbe in Gilead, told King Ahab, “As surely as the LORD, the 

God of Israel, lives—the God I serve—there will be no dew or rain during the next few 

years until I give the word!” 2 Then the LORD said to Elijah, 3 “Go to the east and hide by 

Kerith Brook, near where it enters the Jordan River. 4 Drink from the brook and eat what 

the ravens bring you, for I have commanded them to bring you food.” 5 So Elijah did as 

the LORD told him and camped beside Kerith Brook, east of the Jordan. 6 The ravens 

brought him bread and meat each morning and evening, and he drank from the 

brook. 7 But after a while the brook dried up, for there was no rainfall anywhere in the 

land. 

James 5:17 

16 Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The 

earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful 

results. 17 Elijah was as human as we are, and yet when he prayed earnestly that no rain 

would fall, none fell for three and a half years! 18 Then, when he prayed again, the sky sent 

down rain and the earth began to yield its crops. 

There’s a well-known saying about famous people, and that is “never meet your heroes”. 

And the reason why is that they will inevitably not be the person you have built them up 

in your mind to be. That they won’t live up to this image that we have concocted of 

them. In the scene we just watched, Rey is giving Luke Skywalker back his lightsaber in 

an effort to get him to take up the cause of the Rebel alliance against the dark side of 

the force. But he’s having none of it. She thought that this hero of the past would once 

again want to fight. But he didn’t at all act like she had anticipated. And if you’ve ever 

had an experience like that, one where you meet someone you look up to and they’re 

not what you’d expected, you know how jarring it can be.  

Living in Nashville for a time, I did get to meet, albeit briefly, a few of my musical heroes, 

but before that, I got to meet and even play a few gigs with a guitarist that I’ve admired 

for a long time by the name of Michael Roe. He was in a band called the 77’s, and they 

were one of the first Christian bands that I really connected with after I started going to 

church. It didn’t hurt that he was a phenomenal guitar player, and with me being a 

musician, I immediately identified with his playing and songwriting.  



I had met him briefly a few times before Summar and I decided to book him to play at 

Summar’s birthday party. Summar and I were both excited that he actually said yes and 

would be playing in the living room of one of our friends where the party was held. 

Before, when I’d asked for an autograph after a show, I didn’t have much to say. The 

usual thing you do say when you meet an artist you respect is that you gush over their 

work to the point of embarrassment. I didn’t want to be that guy, so I simply said 

something like, “Thanks for all the good music” and left it at that.  

But this time I was going to ask him if we could sing and play a couple of songs with 

him. After all, it was my wife’s birthday. He graciously let us do it, and was relieved when 

he realized that we actually knew his songs and were musicians. I realized something 

that I’d always known I suppose but never put into practice, which was that my musical 

heroes were just people with the same feelings and attitudes that I had, both good and 

bad. Mike was a normal guy and as we got to talking that day it was obvious that I had 

built up in my mind an image of him that was unfair. I thought about how no one can 

really live up to made up expectations that we have of them. They’re unrealistic. 

I often think about that in relationship to the Biblical characters we pour over in 

scripture. While the Bible itself is God-breathed, it depicts people who are normal, every 

day people who just happened to be a part of God’s plan. That’s what makes them 

noteworthy, that God chose them to do something to accomplish his will. We see that 

pattern over and over again in the likes of Moses or David. Moses couldn’t speak well. 

David was young and small. They were normal people who got to be a part of 

something very abnormal. And that’s also true for us as well. 

You see, in a culture that prizes difference, the real truth is that we’re all human, we’re all 

in the same collective boat. None of us will live forever, at least on this earth. None of us 

are infallible. And yet we hear constantly this voice from culture saying, “Be different. 

Normal is boring. Think outside the box,” etc. But what if being normal was the best 

thing we could possibly be when it comes to God? What if simple, ordinary obedience is 

really the key to joy?  

The Apostle Peter is known for sometimes learning the hard way, unfairly I think. 

Because Peter is all of us to some degree. We all have to dig deep to find the truth, we 

all have our setbacks spiritually. You might not know it from the text, but when Peter 

goes to Cornelius’ house in Acts chapter 10, it’s kind of a big deal. Peter had just had a 

vision where God was showing him that nothing was unclean, and that the concept of 

clean and unclean was under the law, not this new grace of Jesus that he has 

experienced. Right after the vision, God sends three people to take him to the house of 



a Gentile, a Roman Soldier. He’s a little perplexed by all this, but he goes anyway. Here, 

he finds a man who is a devout believer in God. It reveals to him what the vision meant, 

namely that there are no more lines about who can be in and who can be out with God. 

Peter says this in verse 34: 

34“I see very clearly that God shows no favoritism. 35 In every nation he accepts those who 

fear him and do what is right. 36 This is the message of Good News for the people of 

Israel—that there is peace with God through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 

Check out that last line, Lord of all. We sing that in songs all the time, but sometimes 

forget how revolutionary it truly was for Peter to say it. Jesus wasn’t just for the Jewish 

people. God shows no favoritism. Jesus is for everyone who wants to follow him. And 

that’s where we’re going to pick up in James.  

You see, the problem for us is that we have in our minds a sort of ranking of people. I 

believe we all do this, and we all do it in different ways. We judge other people to be 

better or worse that others. Sometimes we apply that judgment to ourselves. But the 

scripture is clear that God doesn’t see his creation that way. And he certainly doesn’t use 

his creation that way. Anyone can be used by God. Anyone can experience his wonderful 

grace and amazing power in their lives. There are no lines. Where the world draws 

boundaries and demarcates zones for people to be put in, God tears those boundaries 

down. There is no slave or free, no jew or gentile, no male or female, because all are one 

in Christ. This is still revolutionary thinking, especially when we examine ourselves and 

see that we create hierarchy where there is none. God is doing something in all of his 

creation, desiring a relationship with all of us.  

So, on to James. James writes that Elijah was a man just like us. It certainly doesn’t seem 

like that on the surface. He was fed by ravens, right? Yes, but God did that. He made the 

rain stop, right? Nope. God made the rain stop. God did it through Elijah. He’s the one 

that made it happen. If we lived back then, we wouldn’t need to get Elijah’s autograph 

and gush about how he made the rain stop, or listen to him regale us with stories about 

how he caused birds to bring him food, because he didn’t do it. He wasn’t the cause. In 

the passage in Acts where Peter goes to Cornelius’ house, when Peter enters, Cornelius 

bows down. Peter tells him to get up and he says, “I’m a man just like you.” The thing is 

that, in our own way, we can if we’re not careful, do the same kind of thing: revere 

people instead of giving them our love and respect, or offer them the kind of adoration 

that should be reserved only for God. We do it with fame or wealth, or by persona or 

how much someone makes us feel good about ourselves. It’s only natural that we would 

do this, and yet it is not how we were designed. 



When we see someone do something impressive, or be a part of something impressive, 

we’re drawn to it. We can’t help but be. I mean, Elijah is fed by ravens. By birds. They 

bring him food, real human food to eat. But he had no hand in it. He had no power to 

create that scenario for himself. Because he was a man just like us. 

But the tension comes when we allow the spirit to examine ourselves to find out what 

steps we need to take to be obedient to God. Often times, we find ourselves lacking. 

God may be calling us to some work and because of age or finances or social status we 

say, “not me. I can’t” We read all of these stories in the scripture about people who are 

less than, who don’t measure up, and we’re inspired, and then turn around a decide to 

place a limit on what we will allow God to do in our own lives. But all those people in 

scripture were just people, just like us. How many of us would feel comfortable standing 

up to one of the most powerful people in the world and tell them basically that God was 

shutting off the rain. That might take guts. But what it really takes is a simple faith, a 

faith that God will do what He says he’ll do. 

One of the most frustrating things to see in the life of a Christian are the excuses we 

give God for not being good enough: “I’m too young”, “I’m too old”, “I’ve done my time 

already”, “I don’t have the skills”, “Surely there is someone else who is better”. There is 

nothing new under the sun, and none of these excuses are new to God.  

We also will wrestle with God’s will to the point of exhaustion because of this, when 

really the idea of God’s will seems to be just as concerned with the kind of people we 

are on a day to day basis than making huge, life-changing decisions. Jesus said that 

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the 

one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 7:21). In 1 

Thessalonians, Paul twice mentions the will of God as a behavioral thing, not as life 

guidance: “This is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual 

immorality.” “Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 

for you.”  

So when we wonder what God might be doing in our lives, it’s often more a question of 

what kind of people we are becoming, than what kinds of things we’ll be doing. Being 

transformed by Christ makes us do more Christ-like things, not necessarily the other 

way around. It more often than not brings to mind how compassionate and gracious 

we’ll be than whether or not we’ll do a big thing for God. I’m reminded of an illustration 

from a preacher by the name of Fred Craddock. He said that when he began in ministry, 

he thought that he would do a big thing for God, kind of like writing a big check or, if 

you’re too young for that analogy, spending a large amount on your debit card. But he 



found out that ministry was more like writing a bunch of small checks, doing the little 

kindnesses that made all the difference to those who received them, and being the kind 

of person that looks for those opportunities instead of just always asking God to present 

them to you. If you look around, there are plenty.  

Maybe you thought at one time that you’d do a big thing for God. Maybe you can relate 

to the idea that your life has been a series of small, good things that you’ve done 

instead of one big thing. As a society we might revere those who do big things, and 

they might get a lot of attention for doing them, but in the end, we’re all the same. 

We’re all called to do the same things, to love the same, to not see people as different 

but the same in the way that we’re all sinners in need of a saving God. I would offer to 

you this morning that God isn’t necessarily calling you to some big thing; rather, he’s 

most likely calling you to humble, consistent obedience. No matter your age or 

situation, how much or how little money you make, who you know or don’t know…he 

wants your heart above all. An ordinary life isn’t a waste; on the contrary, in the kingdom 

an ordinary life gets kingdom work done. It doesn’t leave other people behind. It loves 

everyone with consistent compassion. An ordinary life, when lived for God, is anything 

but. In Jesus’ name, amen.  


