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 FROM PASTOR HOOVER 
 

Children’s Ministry Opportunity 

 
Ever since we received a large gift from a church member who remembered us in 

their will I have been praying.  I have been praying that God would use a portion of 

that money to provide a sign through Messiah Lutheran church, for our community, 

that gives God glory.   I want to invite you to pray for three names that embody the 

signs God has been performing.   

 

The first name is April.  April has conducted more than 25 free mental health check 

in during the month of July.  56% of those receiving care have no connection to the 

church.  We hope to conduct another 50 sessions through the end of September.   

 

The second name is Fabian.  Fabian and his crew work week to week on various 

jobs not knowing what to expect for income.  Messiah gave him and two of his crew 

a steady job for ten days as they replaced the flooring through out the main floor.   

 

The third name is a name we don’t know yet.  I am excited to announce that the PPC 

made the bold step of creating a temporary, part-time position for children’s 

ministry.  But there is a catch.  He or she will be using the resources, volunteers and 

staff of the church to meet the needs of children that aren’t here yet.  The job 

description for this new staff member is outlined later in this newsletter.  God is 

going to use Messiah Lutheran and the unusual start to school to connect and care 

for young families in our community. I invite you to pray for the leader that God has 

been preparing for this moment.    

 

In Christ, 

 

Pr. Kurt Hoover 
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 FROM PASTOR STIER 
 

Dare to Connect 

(Tell Others Your Great God Stories) 

 
In my message on Aug. 16th you heard me share a quote from Penn Jillette and how 

it just struck me to the core. I also admitted that while I have a passion for sharing 

Christ, I have at times failed to do so because I felt it was too awkward or just too 

tough. If you missed that message, here is a link to it: bit.ly/DS081620 

 

I didn’t share that quote to shame you but to embolden you and let you know that I, 

as your pastor, am not perfect. But the God I serve is and if you lean on Him, He will 

give you the courage, words and opportunity to share life changing news with 

others. Before you go any further please read Acts 1:6-11. 

 

Do you like to talk to people or do social media? Then I’d encourage you to use that 

to spread the gospel and not get dragged down into the gutter that “the news” and 

social media has become. Be encouraging and uplifting. Most people hear or read 

more bad news and untruths in an hour than they get good news and lifegiving 

truths in a week. I believe the best and most effective way to let other people know 

about what God can do in their lives is to tell them the story of what God has done 

in your life. If we spend our time and energy spreading false stories (knowingly or 

not) and political narratives, then we turn people away from the truth that can 

literally be the difference between life and death. That’s how we all can make a real 

difference in people’s lives. Here is something I read in my morning devotions the 

other day:  

 

“Jesus said in Acts 1:8, ‘You will be my witnesses, telling people about me 

everywhere’ (NLT). When I hear the word ‘witness,’ I think of a courtroom. It’s a 

perfect picture of what God’s asking us to do to make a difference in the world. He 

doesn’t tell us to be the attorney, arguing the case. He doesn’t tell us to be the 

judge, judging other people. He wants us to be his witnesses. 

What does a witness do? A witness just says, ‘Here’s what I’ve seen. Here’s what I 

heard.’ A witness just tells other people the story of what God’s done in their life. 

Friends don’t keep good news from other friends. You tell them the good news of 

what God has done in your life so that it can make an eternal difference in their 

lives.” 

 

Are you unsure how to get started? Here’s a simple action step: write out your story 

and share it with your Life Group. Don’t have a Life Group? Contact me (PD2) at 

pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org and I’ll do my best to get you connected. Start sharing 
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 with the people that are close to you so you can get some practice. Then, God 

will give you the opportunity to share your story with someone who needs to 

hear the Good News. “Come and listen … and I will tell you what [God] has 

done for me” (Psalm 66:16 TEV). 

Ask yourself this: who in your life needs to hear about what God has done for 

you? Then TELL THEM.  

 

Pastor Dave Stier 

Aka PD2 

MLC NEWS 
 

MLC Publication Deadlines 

Please note that content for the weekly bulletin is due by noon each Thursday 

& content for the monthly newsletter is due by the 22nd of each month. Thank 

you for your cooperation. 

 

Children’s Choir 

I would like to encourage parents to ask their kids if they would be interested 

in joining the Youth Choir here at Messiah. The time commitment is minimal, 

but the joy of singing God’s praises is eternal. I know we are going through a 

season of uncertainty, but now more than ever we need to sing praises to the 

Lord.  We will adjust our practice settings to make sure we keep our kids 

healthy.  Please contact Sherri Unyi at unyi86@comcast.net or text 815-735-

6712 if your kids are interested in singing and I will send you a play list for the 

upcoming choir year. 

Blessings, Sherri Unyi 

 

September Worship 

Get your worship on! September is a call to worship.  Members are 

encouraged to continue or return to family worship.  The days are getting 

shorter and the kids are returning to school (sort of!).  It’s time to reengage 

and make family worship a priority.  The September services are being 

designed to target children and keep them engaged throughout.  Choose from 

these options: 

  

  8:00 Traditional service – outside (FLC if inclement) 

  9:30 Blended service – in the sanctuary with reservations OR online  

 stream 

 11:00 Family Praise & Worship – outside (FLC if inclement) 

 7:00 Drive-in service – Wednesday nights – Sept 9th and 23rd  

 

mailto:unyi86@comcast.net
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      Prayer Requests 

 Prayer requests for all services can be sent to the office via email at  

 worship@mlcjoliet.org, or called in at 815-741-4488. During the    

 services, you can text your prayer requests to 815-483-1814. 
 

Offering 

 We will have an offering time during the service, but you can give any 

 time during the week using one of the following ways: 

 1) Go to this link: bit.ly/MLCGiving 

 2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet and follow 

 the instructions given.  

 3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 

 4)  Mail your check to the church at: 40 Houbolt Rd, Joliet, IL 60431 

 If you need assistance with any of these, please email  

 worship@mlcjoliet.org or call the church office at 815-741-4488.  

 

Operation Christmas Child Boxes 

We plan on doing shoe boxes for Samaritan's Purse again this year. The only 

difference is we plan to distribute the shoe boxes earlier in order to give you 

more time to fill them out.  As you are shopping, please remember to pick up 

items for the Shoe Boxes.  Any questions, please call Donna Stier or the 

church office.  

 

Gift Given to Messiah 

At the beginning of the year, Messiah was the recipient of a generous gift of 

money with no specific designated usage.  Praise God for this gracious gift!  

The Stewardship Board and the Parish Planning Committee spent time in 

prayer to determine a planned designation of the funds.  The very first step in 

March was to allocate 10% of the gift as a tithe.  Our current beneficiary 

organizations listed in the Stewardship budget each received an equal portion 

of that allocation.  Next, prior to the outbreak of Covid, the contemplated 

allocation included 40% of the gift allocated to the General Fund.  In April, that 

portion of the allocation was approved and each month since, an amount has 

been transferred to our General Fund to offset operating expenses. Finally, in 

July, the PPC approved the allocation of the remaining 50% of the gift, with 

30% allocated to community outreach.  The mental health check-ins have 

been supported by a portion of this outreach allocation, and funds still 

remain.  The last 20% of the gift was allocated to updating the building.  It has 

been used along with other funds to complete the long-needed, flooring 

updates, which has the side benefit of contributing to the economy as well.  

 

Thank you for your continued support of Messiah Lutheran Church.  Our 

mailto:office.manager@mlcjoliet.org
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weekly giving is returning to normal and God is using our church to bless the 

community we share.  

 

Church Building 

Our church building remains for the month of September for groups of fifty or 

less to complete projects, come together for team meetings, etc. When inside 

the building, we encourage people to practice social distancing if possible, and 

wear a mask when not feasible. The office will also be open Monday-Friday, 9 

am to 5 pm.  We are following the posted stage four guidelines.  

 

Quilters 

Quilters are in need of any size sheets. Please be sure they are without rips, 

tears nor stains. There is a basket in the narthex to put them. Thank you. The 

Quilters.  

 

Online Connection Card 

We have an online connection card for people to interact with MLC, as well as 

show their attendance at online services. It helps us keep track of who’s 

watching and the needs of the church. Just go to https://bit.ly/MLCConnect 

 

Membership Software 

We are currently updating our membership software. During this time, we may 

be contacting you for updated information. Please email 

Office.manager@mlcjoliet.org if you have any recent updates. 

Mental Health Check-ins 

We are continuing our mental health check-ins at Messiah for the month of 

September. Schedule a time to talk to someone on Tuesdays 11am-5pm or 

Wednesdays 1pm-7pm in September. You can make appointments for these by 

going to our website, mlcjoliet.org/help or by calling the office. 

Free Music Lessons 

Lloyd Evans is offering free music lessons to those who are interested in 

learning how to play an instrument or improve their vocal capabilities and would 

like to use their talent on the worship team. If you are interested in taking guitar, 

bass, keyboard, drum or vocal lessons for the goal of joining the worship team, 

please contact Lloyd at worship@mlcjoliet.org.  

 

Daybreak Shelter 

We are currently working to rebuild our volunteer base for Daybreak Shelter, with 

the hope of serving there starting back in October. It’s a one evening a month 

commitment, but you don’t have to do it every single month if it’s not feasible 
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 It’s for Jr. high age & up. This is a great thing to do as a family! Also, we still need the 

individually packaged fruit and snacks like we have done the last several months. 

 

September Worship 

During September, we are focusing on family worship during our services. We will be 

doing things a little bit differently, with an eye toward making the services engaging for 

kids and talking about topics relevant to family. The sermon series is called, “Like a 

Child”. In addition to this, we’ll have “Church in a Bag”, this time for kids only. You can 

pick up the bags starting Wednesday, September 2 and they will also be available before 

church services. We hope you’ll join us for this fun series! 

New Ministry Position at MLC 

Effective immediately, we have an opening for an children’s outreach director at 

Messiah. This position would oversee the organization of services for children and their 

guardians, and connect young families (Infant – 6th grade) for the sake of mutual 

support and investment in the community we share. The time commitment is 15-20 

hours a week and salary is negotiable.  

 

Some of the primary duties of this position will include: Organize and coordinate 

volunteers providing outreach to young families and new parents such as childcare, 

afterschool programs, e-learning, MOPS and Stay and Play; implement and lead these 

ministries with volunteer help; create community connections inviting other groups to 

serve young families on our campus such as homeschool cooperatives and other non-

profits; create connecting points for young families such as life groups, fellowship events, 

and invitation to worship.  Assist with cross ministry events that do the same such as 

Harvest Fest, Couples Club, and Family Game Night; organize and coordinate with the 

AWANA leadership the volunteers providing Wednesday night AWANA program; 

implement and lead a portion of this ministry or a support to this ministry on Wednesday 

evenings; assist the Messiah Christian Education Board to organize and coordinate the 

volunteers and programming for Vacation Bible School and other summer programming.      

Those interested in the position should email Pastor Hoover at 

pastor.hoover@mlcjoliet.org. 

 

Fall Worship and Children’s Ministry 
Children’s Ministry (6th grade & under) has a targeted start date in October. 

Sunday School 

Our plans are to offer a variety of options for teaching our children more about God and 

how to worship Him.  We’re considering worship experiences in the FLC along with 

options for in-classroom teaching.  Look for more details as we get closer. 
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Awana 

It’s going to look a little different, but the goal of teaching children the word of 

God and training them to serve Him will remain.   

What: Virtual Awana - with weekly releases including worship time,  group 

lessons and Bible verse memorization.   

Meeting: We’ll gather together occasionally to allow for some fun and social 

interaction.  We’ll be sure to meet in a large area and practice social 

distancing. 

Need more info? Contact Beth Hohisel bhohisel@hotmail.com or 815-735-   

7897 

 

MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 
 

H2H (Wednesdays at 6:00 pm) 

H2H is starting back up on Wednesday, September 9th. Be sure to get your 

7th and 8th graders involved with our Confirmation class. Watch out for the 

H2H survey coming out soon.  

 

S.A.L.T. (Tuesdays at 6:30 pm) 

Our high school program, S.A.L.T., is starting Tuesday, September 8th at 6:30 

pm. All high school students are invited every week for a great time of 

fellowship, fun and Biblical teaching.  

 

Middle and High School Sunday School (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

We’re back in the building for Sunday school for middle and high school 

students every Sunday. We’ll meet upstairs in the Awana area.  The ministry 

starts back up September 6,2020. 
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MLC EVENTS 

 

Prayer Group (Thursdays at 10 am)  

In the fellowship hall and on Zoom platform. Email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org 

for more information. 
Drive-in Services (Sept. 9th & 23rd at 7 pm) 

Join us for the last drive-in worship services of the season, weather permitting.  

 

VISION PROCESS 
  

 I would invite you to pray for myself, but more importantly the future of 

the church.  We have benefited from a vision laid out by Pr. Dave Nygard. In 

many ways this vision has culminated in the building of our FLC which is now 

wrapping up its 2nd year of service.  We are now seven years into that five-year 

plan.  It is time to lay out some new goals and ideas for the next three to five 

years of Messiah Lutheran Church.   

  

This will not be easy with the uncertainty and changing lives of our families, 

but I have felt the Spirit's leading to get something started.   

  

I will be setting aside Aug 30th-Sept 8th to engage the vision process.  I will be 

reviewing the history of our congregation and surveys from the call 

process.  More importantly, I will be listening for God’s guidance and entering 

into an intense time of fasting and prayer.   

  

I am writing to ask for your prayers.  Please pray for the vision of the church 

and that I might hear God's vision for the next three to five years. If you would 

set aside a time to do this each day from Aug 30-Sept 8th, I would appreciate 

it.   

  

I would also like you to be ready after this process to receive the vision that I 

capture on paper.  I want to discern the future together.  God has great plans 

for the people who gather here and the impact we have on our community.   

 

        Pr. Kurt Hoover 
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SPECIAL SECTION: ONLINE GIVING 
 

Have you taken advantage of the new online giving tool at Messiah?  We intro-

duced this new method and many of our members have embraced it.  Online 

giving now accounts for over 15% of donations to Messiah this year.  We wanted 

to take the time to show how easy this method is. For more information click:  

https://www.mlcjoliet.org/give 

 

Here’s how to complete online giving at  

messiahlutheranchurch.churchcenter.com/giving  

(With Screenshots) 

 

STEP 1: Complete all information (Giving Amount, Frequency (One Time or Regu-

larly), Email, and Last and First Name, then click “Continue) 
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STEP 2: Complete the “select payment method” 

 

Choose either method. If you choose “Add bank account”, the screen will look 

like this: 
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If you choose “Add debit/credit card”, the screen will look like this: 

Please check the processing fee box above or the church must pay the fee. 

Please Note: Credit & debit cards: 2.15% + $0.30 per transaction. 

          ACH (bank transfer): $0.25 per transfer. 

 

STEP 3: Complete the challenge box 
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STEP 4: Thank you screen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For a video tutorial please visit:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6oqxqUbWiQE 

If you have questions, or need help, please email bookkeeper@mlcjoliet.org 

Thank you for your continued faithfulness! 

 

THANK YOU 

I just want to thank this congregation for your heart of generosity. I have been 

able to make it through to my junior year at Moody Bible Institute with the spir-

itual, relational, and  financial support that I have received from my family here 

at Messiah. I have 2 more semesters left until I gain my bachelors in Youth min-

istry and I hope to continue my studies into a masters in counseling for adoles-

cents. Again, thank you for the prayers and support, I wouldn’t be here without 

the foundation that this congregation and God have provided for me.                                                          

-Kersten Bauc 
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Counters   Readers 8 AM 

Date Name   Name Date 

9/6/2020 Cindy Moauro,Judy Fowler   Doug Potts 9/6/2020 

9/13/2020 Dana Stier, Gerry Hauge   Beth Hohisel 9/13/2020 

9/20/2020 Brian Wielbik,Dan Stukel  Bev Korby 9/20/2020 

9/27/2020 Gayle Arko, Wayne Lauffer  Bev Korby 9/27/2020 

  S   

Ushers 8 AM  E Readers 9:30 AM 

9/6/2020 Jerry Buchenau, Dan Stukel R NEED HELP 9/6/2020 

9/13/2020 Mike Joho, Don Cyborski V Angie Michka 9/13/2020 

9/20/2020 Wayne Lauffer, Bob Miller I Jane Costello 9/20/2020 

9/27/2020 Craig Stone, Dave Peterson N Jane Costello 9/27/2020 

     

Ushers 9:30 AM  G Readers 11 AM 

9/6/2020 Lou Mahalik.Bill Unyi  Donna Stier 9/6/2020 

9/13/2020 Jeff Holmes, Bill Unyi  Youth Group 9/20/2020 

9/20/2020 Aimee Gipes, OPEN  Greeters 8 AM 

9/27/2020 
Aimee Gipes, Stephanie  
Gregoles 

 NEED HELP 9/6/2020 

  A NEED HELP 9/13/2020 

Ushers 11 AM T NEED HELP 9/20/2020 

9/6/2020 Gary Phillips,Harold Stier   NEED HELP 9/27/2020 

9/13/2020 OPEN/OPEN  NEED HELP  

9/20/2020 Tammy Terry,Nathan Puckett                        Greeters 9:30 AM  

9/27/2020  Mike Scarelli,Darryl Hoelscher  NEED HELP 9/6/2020 

  M NEED HELP 9/13/2020 

Communion Assistants 8 AM E NEED HELP 9/20/2020 

9/6/2020 N/A S NEED HELP 9/27/2020 

9/13/2020 N/A  NEED HELP  

9/20/2020 N/A I  Greeters 11 AM 

9/27/2020 N/A A NEED HELP 9/6/2020 

  H NEED HELP 9/13/2020 

Communion Assistants 9:30 AM  NEED HELP 9/20/2020 

9/6/2020 N/A  NEED HELP 9/27/2020 

9/20/2020 N/A  NEED HELP  

Communion Assistants 11 AM  
Would you like to help serve?  

Call the Church Office at 815-741-4488 or   
Email office.Manager@mlcjoliet.org! 

9/6/2020 N/A  

9/20/2020 N/A  
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September 1 

Cora Fick 

Sydney Hartmann 

Brian Werner 

September 2 

Carol Gordon 

September 3 

Jennifer Belsha 

Fae Damon 

Bennett Lindstrom 

Bob & Carol Zirzow 

September 4 

Aimee Gipes 

Terry Johnson 

David & Kerri Brown 

Stan & Mary Etta Buhr 

September 5 

Pat & Ken Okolowitz 

September 6 

Beverly Allbert 

William Lackey 

Sam Olson 

Sydney Sleyko 

Paul & Gail Crisp 

September 7 

Gail Jerbi 

Sara Johnke 

Shirley Oder 

Sydney Prosek 

Donna Robertson 

Fred & Pat Hibbert 

September 8 

Edmund & Lynn Ongenae 

September 9  

Patti Ally 

Rob Arbuthnot 

September 10 

Nora Burke 

Ania Stepien 

Ryan Uthe 

Andrew & Amy Ludvigsen 

September 11 

Nathanial Bauc 

Alison Gentry 

William Harrison 

Laney Lambert 

Zion Williams 

Joseph & April Sleyko 

September 12 

Dusti Magemeneas 

Elaine McGrath 

September 13 

Craig Stone 

Dave & Darlene Strong 

September 14 

Courtney Brown 

Brandon Hermann 

Brian Olson 

September 15 

Jim Umbaugh 

Nancy Yarbrough 

Jim & Deborah Umbaugh 

September 16 

Courtney Park 

Jerome & Laura Maki 

September 17 

Tyler Andreas 

Robert & Gayle Arko 

Wayne & Kathy Lauffer 

September 18 

Alyssa Brownlow 

Travis Thieme 

William & Crystal Harrison 

September 19 

Eric Boe 

Greg & Deb Dole 

September 20  

Nancy Sarver 

September 21 

Pat Boe 

Ina McCune 

Mason Willis 

September 22 

Kari  Liberty 

Mark & Kristi Castillo 

Jim & Jean Proffitt 

 

 

 

 

September 23 

Kristina Mathis 

Jason Park 

Nancy Skroko 

Sam Tanner 

Gene & Debby Gruber 

September 24 

Lisa Boe 

Arnitta Eldred 

Nora Glisson 

September 26 

Luke Fiday 

Casey Moauro 

September 27 

Tucker Holmgren 

Tom Michalski 

September 28 

Ethan Boe 

Jada Kittler 

Kathleen Olalde 

Aaron Queen 

Abram Stepien 

Herb & Linda Hallberg 

September 29 

Sarah Moauro 

September 30  

Eric Eickholtz 

Bob Schwarz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
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ADDRESS 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
40 Houbolt Rd. 
Joliet, IL 60431 
815-741-4488 
Fax: 815-741-4501 
Email: info@mlcjoliet.org 
Website: www.mlcjoliet.org 


