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1 Corinthians 13:4-7 (NIV) Paul wrote, “4 Love is patient, love is 
kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not 
dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps 
no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the 
truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 
perseveres.” 

 

Matthew 22:35-39 (NIV) 35 One of them, an expert in the law, tested 
him with this question: 36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment 
in the Law?” 37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and 
greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself.’”    

 

  Tom Spielman and I have written several songs. We are singing two 

of them at my retirement dinner November 3rd. Be there. There used to be 

a great singing group called the “Everly Brothers”. Karen calls us  the 

“Neverly Brothers”. I’m Don. He’s Phil. Did you know that the Everly 

Brothers wrote a hymn? It’s called “Be-bop a Lutheran”; “Be-bop a 

Lutheran, she’s my baby…” If you are under the age of thirty, you might be 

saying “What?” 

Tom and I wrote a hymn “I Pray With Every Rising Sun”. Here’s verse 

three. “I pray with every rising sun – not my will Lord, but yours be 

done/ There’s so many people I cannot love/  Lord, you know the ones 

I’m thinking of – in the morning, in the evening, in the middle of the 

night/ I believe in God’s amazing grace/ I believe that Jesus took my 

place/ I believe that I will see his face – soon and very soon.” 

 In verse one we listened for “There’s so many things I cannot do. 

Each one makes me call to you.”  
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 In verse two we heard “There’s so many things I cannot 

understand. Each one makes me take your hand.” 

 Today we focus on “There’s so many people I cannot love. Lord, 

you know the ones I’m thinking of…” 

 It’s funny how the things that we cannot do causes us to talk with 

Jesus. It’s remarkable how often difficult people prompt us to pray. Prayer 

is the shortest distance between us and God. Prayer changes people; 

and it starts with us. 

 Do you pray? I hope so. Maybe your family never prayed when you 

grew up. Maybe you prayed once and nothing happened. Maybe you think 

that prayer is something just for old people; here’s the truth. Some of our 

prayer requests Sunday morning are written by the hands of children. 

 Prayer is an eye opener. Until we pray, we think that we face our 

problems all alone. Until we pray, we’re not sure that God cares about us. 

Until we pray, we might feel that our life has no purpose.  

 Here’s how we know that prayer is important: Jesus prayed. 

God’s son prayed. The most loving person in history prayed. He got up 

early in the morning to pray. When someone had a problem, he prayed. 

When life overwhelmed him, he prayed. When life was good, he thanked 

God. Maybe Jesus knows something that we don’t know. 

  Jesus’ second most powerful prayer was said in Gethsemane. It was 

the night before he died on the cross. He asked God if he could save us 

from our sins in a less painful way. Then Jesus  prayed, “Not my will 

Lord, but yours be done.” He was willing to obey God no matter what. 

The result was Good Friday and Easter Sunday; the reason that we have 

hope today. 

 You and I can pray with the boldness of a child. But if we want the 

best answer, we pray “Not my will Lord, but yours be done.” In our hymn 

we sing, “I pray with every rising sun – not my will Lord, but yours be 

done/ There’s so many people I cannot love/  Lord, you know the ones 

I’m thinking of – in the morning, in the evening, in the middle of the 

night.” 
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 How many times have you or I awakened in the middle of the night 

because of someone that we can’t love? Who makes life difficult? Maybe 

it’s time to pray. 

 Here are three examples of people that we often cannot love. # 1) 

Sometimes it’s hard for us to love the person that we see in the mirror 

every morning.  

 The most difficult person for us to love could be our self. Is that how 

you feel? Many of us struggle with low self-esteem. Perhaps we were 

bullied growing up. Maybe all we heard was “Can’t you do anything right?” 

Perhaps we can’t forget the bad choices in our past.  

 One praise song confesses to God “I don’t like the person that I 

have become.” Sometimes I don’t like the person that I have become. I 

don’t like how petty I can be. I don’t like my anger. I don’t like when I say 

things that hurt others. The most difficult person for us to love could be our 

self. 

Someone asked Jesus what the most important commandment is – in 
God’s eyes. Jesus answered, “Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart… (and) ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.” God wants us to love 
others in the same way that we love ourselves. But if we don’t love 
ourselves, how can we possibly love others in a healthy way?  

 

What does it mean to love someone – even ourselves? Paul wrote, 
“4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is 
not proud.” 1 Corinthians 13:4 NIV When love is patient, we don’t beat 
ourselves up over every mistake. We give ourselves a second chance. 
When love is kind, we tell ourselves what we might tell a friend, “God loves 
you just the way you are. He isn’t done with you yet.” Real love is humble. 
We can admit our failures and ask for help. Do you love yourself in this 
way? If not, maybe that’s the problem. 

 

We start to love ourselves when we realize how God loves us. God 
said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.” Hebrews 13:5 
NIV  Jesus said of himself, “16 For God so loved the world that he 
gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life.” John 3:16 NIV No one loves you like Jesus 
loves you. Once we believe that, it becomes easier to love the person we 
see in the mirror. 
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Here’s another example. # 2) Sometimes we can’t love people who 

disagree with us; who look at life differently.  

We live in a contentious time.  Everybody has an opinion about 

everything - whether it’s politics or morals, religion or what kind of meat is 

in a McRib sandwich. If you disagree with someone, you’re called a hater. If 

you voted for the wrong person, you could lose friends. If you express an 

opinion on social media, you get hate mail. There’s no middle ground. We 

are either for someone or against them – which is nonsense. 

Even in our families, we have feuds with relatives who look at life 

differently. Some are spenders. Others are savers. Some act impulsively. 

Others plan every step. Some are givers. Others are takers. Some are 

jealous.  

The trouble comes when our differences build walls. The devil wins 

when we think “It’s my way or the highway.” Our insecurities win when 

having differences in opinion means that we reject that person – which is 

nonsense. Maybe you know the pain of having a loved one no longer talk to 

you? 

According to Jesus the most important commandment is,  “Love the 

Lord your God with all your heart… (and) Love your neighbor…” Our 

neighbor is the person next door, the stranger on the street and our co-

worker. Our neighbor is our spouse or siblings, our parents or children. It 

can be the person who voted differently than us.   

Paul wrote “(Love) does not dishonor others, it is not self-

seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.”           

1 Corinthians 13:5 NIV  

We can love people and still disagree with them, But there is never a 

reason to dishonor someone. The name calling and accusations that fill our 

politics does not come from God. It’s better to look for good in another 

person. We can work at being better listeners. 

We do not practice love if we are self-seeking in our actions. None of 

us has all the answers. God fills our lives with people who differ from us – 

which brings balance to our lives. If every person in a family is a spender, 

they go bankrupt. If every person in a household is a saver, they never 

enjoy what God has given them. If everyone in this country was a liberal or 
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everyone was a conservative, we would collapse as nation. We need 

differences of opinion to learn what is true and helpful. 

Love keeps no record of wrongs. If you live with anger or resentment, 

you only hurt yourself. It is God’s amazing grace that enables us to say, “I 

was wrong, please forgive me” or “I love you. I forgive you.”  

Here’s one last example. # 3) Sometimes we can’t love people 

who live in denial and won’t listen to good advice. By denial I mean that 

they can’t see that they’re walking a dangerous path. They might be 

pushing God out of their lives. Maybe they have an addiction but won’t 

seek help. Maybe they go from one bad relationship to another.  

If there is someone you want to grab by the shoulders and shake, you 

know what I mean. If you and I are honest, there are times when we all 

need someone to shake us – to open our eyes. We all have attitudes. We 

all make mistakes. Most of us find it difficult to admit “I need help.”  

In this co-dependent world, the attitude of one person affects the 

whole family. The choices of one person causes a ripple effect through 

every friend. What hurts you, hurts me. What hurts me, hurts you – if we 

love each other. 

What keeps us from listening to good advice? Maybe it’s pride. 

Maybe it’s fear. Maybe we don’t see the problem. But if our loved ones 

are worried about us, there’s probably good reason for it. 

When I said that we can’t always love people who live in denial, I 

meant that we can’t change another person. We can only change  our own 

stinking thinking. But we never stop loving anyone. 

Paul writes, “(Love) always protects, always trusts, always 
hopes, always perseveres.” 1 Corinthians 13:7 NIV “Perseveres” means 
that we never give up on someone we love. 

 

Bob Goff wrote the book Love Does. He comments, “I used to try to 
fix people. Now I just want to spend time with them.” As a junior in high 
school he didn’t have time for God. He decided to quit school and move to 
Yosemite Park and be a rock climber. He hoped to find a part time job.  
Bob stopped to tell an adult Christian friend that he was leaving that 
morning.  
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The friend immediately packed his clothes and said, “I’m with you.” 
They got to Yosemite late at night. Bob realized that he did not have a 
place to stay or enough money for food. They snuck into a campground. 
His friend said, “I’m with you.” 

 

When days went by and Bob couldn’t find a job or buy food, he 
decided to go back to school. His friend said, “I’m with you.” Not once did 
the friend preach to him or criticize him. When they got back to the friend’s 
apartment, Bob saw the apartment was filled with half opened wedding 
gifts. The friend had left his bride to spend time with a mixed up teenager. It 
was then that Bob felt loved and started asking questions about Jesus. It 
was then that he started making healthy choices. 

 

Bob learned a lesson. He said ““I used to try to fix people. Now I 
just want to spend time with them.” He writes “Most people need love 
and acceptance a lot more than they need advice.” Paul put it this way, 
“(Love) always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 
perseveres.”   

 

Dear friends, if there’s someone you can’t love, learn the power of 
this prayer “Not my will Lord, but yours be done.”  


