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Call To Worship-Worship Team 

 
Welcome/Announcements 

 
Worship Through Songs 

 
Worship Through Confession & Giving 

Text prayer requests to 815-483-1814 
 

Children’s Message—Brian Phipps 
 

Worship Through Hearing God’s Word 
 
 

Message: 
“Te Absolvo: The Art of Forgivnesss”  

   By Pastor Kurt Hoover 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship Through Song 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Holy Communion 
 

Worship Through the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Closing Song 

WORSHIP TODAY 
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TODAY’S SCRIPTURE 

OUR OLD TESTAMENT LESSON 
Reader: Brayden Lindstrom 
 
OUR OLD TESTAMENT READING 
Jeremiah 1:4-13 (NIV)  
4 The word of the Lord came to me, saying, 5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 
before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” 6 “Alas, 
Sovereign Lord,” I said, “I do not know how to speak; I am too young.” 
7 But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am too young.’ You must go to everyone I send you 
to and say whatever I command you. 8 Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will 
rescue you,” declares the Lord. 9 Then the Lord reached out his hand and touched my mouth 
and said to me, “I have put my words in your mouth. 10 See, today I appoint you over na-
tions and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to build and to 
plant.” 11 The word of the Lord came to me: “What do you see, Jeremiah?” 
“I see the branch of an almond tree,” I replied. 12 The Lord said to me, “You have seen correct-
ly, for I am watching to see that my word is fulfilled.” 13 The word of the Lord came to me 
again: “What do you see?” “I see a pot that is boiling,” I answered. “It is tilting toward us from 
the north.” 
  
OUR EPISTLE READING 
1 Corinthians 13:1-3 (NIV)  
If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding 
gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am noth-
ing. 3 If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but 
do not have love, I gain nothing. 
  
OUR GOSPEL READING 
Mathew 18:15-22 (NIV)   
15 “If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the two of you. If 
they listen to you, you have won them over. 16 But if they will not listen, take one or two oth-
ers along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witness-
es.’ 17 If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the church; and if they refuse to listen even to the 
church, treat them as you would a pagan or a tax collector. 
18 “Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you 
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 
19 “Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it will be 
done for them by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three gather in my name, there 
am I with them.”21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive 
my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?” 
22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 
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MLC NEWS 

 
ONLINE GIVING 

There are four ways to give to MLC without using the offering plate: 
 

1) Follow this link: messiahlutheranchurch.churchcenter.com/giving 
2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet and choose to use either 

your debit/credit card or automatic bank withdrawal.  
3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 

If you need assistance with any of these, please email worship@mlcjoliet.org or call the 
church office at (815) 741-4488. 

4) Mail your giving to our address, 40 Houbolt Rd., Joliet, IL 60431. 
 

Please feel free to use any of the methods above. FYI, automatic bank withdrawal via the 
Church Center app is the least expensive method for the church to process giving pay-

ments electronically, but everyone is welcome to use any of the preceding methods.  
 

ONLINE CONNECTION CARD 
We have an online connection card for people to interact with MLC, as well as show their 
attendance at all three services. It helps us keep track of who’s attending/watching, and it 

helps us to stay aware of the needs of the church. Just go to bit.ly/MLCConnect. 
 

MATERIALS FOR MAKING MASKS 
A group of people are making masks to donate to Daybreak Shelter and other charities. 
They are in need of one-quarter inch (or less) elastic for the masks they are making. If 

you’d like to donate some, drop it by the office. If you’re interested in making some masks 
yourself, contact Lloyd at worship@mlcjoliet.org.  

 
QUILTERS NEEDS 

Quilters are in need of any size sheets. Please be sure they are without rips, tears or 
stains. There is a basket in the narthex to put them. Thank you.  

 
DAYBREAK SHELTER 

We are currently working to rebuild our volunteer base for Daybreak Shelter, with the 
hope of serving their starting back in October. It’s a one evening a month commitment, 

but not every month if you can do it.  It’s for Jr. high age & up. This is a great thing to do as 
a family! Also, we still need the individually packaged fruit and snacks like we have done 

the last several months. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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OUTDOOR/INDOOR SERVICES FOR AUGUST 
Continuing in August, we are holding 8 am and 11 am outdoor services. In case of weather, 
these services will be held in the Family Life Center with social distancing precautions. At-
tendees are encouraged to bring lawn chairs, and some chairs will also be provided. The 8 

am service will be traditional and the 11 am service will be contemporary. Also, our 9:30 
service will is an indoor service, in addition to still streaming it. However, because of 

Covid-19, we will use a reservation system and hold the seating to 50 people. Reserva-
tions for services can be made online via our website or via the church office at 815-741-

4488. Things to remember about indoor services: ushers will seat people so that they are 
socially distanced; attenders are encouraged to wear masks when inside the building; no 

reservations are required for the 8 or 11 am services.  
 

FREE MUSIC LESSONS 
Lloyd Evans is offering free music lessons to those who are interested in learning how to 

play an instrument or improve their vocal capabilities and would like to use their talent on 
the worship team. If you are interested in taking guitar, bass, keyboard, drum or vocal les-

sons for the goal of joining the worship team, please contact Lloyd at wor-
ship@mlcjoliet.org.  

 
 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

If you’re interested in working in any of these ministries, please contact the church office 
at worship@mlcjoliet.org.  

Greeters: People will have different questions about safety, and you can be the one to as-
sure them and thank them for making worship a priority.   

          Ushers: There is less to do during the service, but helping people find the right place 
to sit has never been so important.    

          Tech Team: We now have three important jobs in the tech arena: We need three 
people each Sunday to take care of sound, displays and cameras.           

Altar Guild: Working behind the scenes to make sure the Alter and communion elements 
are ready for worship.  

          Set-up team: We have a temporary need of simple manual labor to set up and tear 
down tables, chairs, and canopies for the outdoor services.  Call the office today to help.  

 
INSIGHT ADULT BIBLE STUDY (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

Insight has started back up. It’s a great time for study and fellowship. Parents, you can 
bring your children and there are two options for them: a busy bag will be provided and 

they can stay with you, or they can go to room 101 and where there will be videos and 
they will be supervised. Today’s topic is, “If God is Love, Why Is There Hell?”  
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MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 

 
MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

We’re back in the building for Sunday school for middle and high school students every Sun-
day. We’ll meet upstairs in the Awana area, and we’ll start back up September 6.  

 
S.A.L.T. (Tuesdays at 6:30 pm) 

Our high school program, S.A.L.T., is starting Tuesday, September 8th at 6:30 pm. All high 
school students are invited every week for a great time of fellowship, fun and Biblical teach-

ing. S.A.L.T. will be online only on September 1st. 
 

H2H (HEAD TO HEART) (Wednesdays at 6 pm) 
H2H has begun! Be sure to get your 7th and 8th graders involved with our Confirmation class. 

H2H will be online only on August 26 and September 2 and we’ll be back September 9th.  
 

EVENTS 

 
PRAYER GROUP (Thursdays at 10 am)  

In the sanctuary and on Zoom platform. Email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for more infor-
mation. 

 
DRIVE-IN SERVICES (Sept. 9th & 23rd at 7 pm) 

Join us for the last drive-in worship services of the season, weather permitting.  

 
COMMUNITY RESOURCES 

 
CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP 

Joliet Area Community Hospice presents a caregiver support group for those caring for loved 
ones. This Zoom group will be hosted on September 3, 2020 at 3 pm. Please RSVP to jmc-

boom@joliethospice.org and the link for the meeting will be emailed to you.  
 

MENTAL HEALTH HOTLINES 
Illinois Department of Human Services (IDHS): 800-889-3931 
National Domestic Hotline: 800-799-7233 or 800-787-3224 

Disaster Distress Helpline for Mental Health: 800-985-5990 or text 66746 
Substance Abuse Mental Health Service Administration: samhsa.gov 

Center for Disease Control: cdc.gov 
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OTHER 
 

VISION PROCESS  
 I would invite you to pray for myself, but more importantly the future of the 

church.  We have benefited from a vision laid out by Pr. Dave Nygard. In many ways this vi-
sion has culminated in the building of our FLC which is now wrapping up its 2nd year of ser-
vice.  We are now seven years into that five-year plan.  It is time to lay out some new goals 

and ideas for the next three to five years of Messiah Lutheran Church.   
  

This will not be easy with the uncertainty and changing lives of our families, but I have felt the 
Spirit's leading to get something started.   

  
I will be setting aside Aug 30th-Sept 8th to engage the vision process.  I will be reviewing the 
history of our congregation and surveys from the call process.  More importantly, I will be lis-

tening for God’s guidance and entering into an intense time of fasting and prayer.   
  

I am writing to ask for your prayers.  Please pray for the vision of the church and that I might 
hear God's vision for the next three to five years. If you would set aside a time to do this each 

day from Aug 30-Sept 8th, I would appreciate it.   
  

I would also like you to be ready after this process to receive the vision that I capture on pa-
per.  I want to discern the future together.  God has great plans for the people who gather 

here and the impact we have on our community.   
 

        Pr. Kurt Hoover 
 

FALL WORSHIP & CHILDREN”S MINISTRY 
Children’s Ministry (6th grade & under) has a targeted start date in October. 

 
Sunday School 

Our plans are to offer a variety of options for teaching our children more about God and how 
to worship Him.  We’re considering worship experiences in the FLC along with options for in-

classroom teaching.  Look for more details as we get closer. 
 

Awana 
It’s going to look a little different, but the goal of teaching children the word of God and train-

ing them to serve Him will remain.   
What: Virtual Awana - with weekly releases including worship time, group lessons and Bible 

verse memorization.   
Meeting: We’ll gather together occasionally to allow for some fun and social interaction.  

We’ll be sure to meet in a large area and practice social distancing. 
Need more info? Contact Beth Hohisel bhohisel@hotmail.com or 815-735-7897 



8 

 

 
OH OUR LORD 
 
We behold the breaking dawn 
The light that shines over everyone 
We look to you 
We long for you oh Lord 
 
We behold the rising sun 
The earth awakes, your hope has come 
As we look to you 
We long for you oh Lord 
 
Oh, oh, oh Our Lord 
Oh, oh, oh Our Lord 
How Majestic is your name 
In all the earth 
 
We behold the falling rain 
Like waters rise, flood this place 
We reach for you 
We cling to you oh Lord 
 
Oh your name is a light in the darkness 
Oh your name is the word of truth 
Oh your name, oh your name 
 
THE WELL 
 
I lay my burdens down 
My yoke is easy now 
What a friend I've found, in You 
 
I lay my burdens down 
My yoke is easy now 
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What a friend I've found, in You 
 
'Cause You're the well that won't run dry 
Only You can satisfy 
Through every season of my life 
'Cause You are the well that won't run dry 
 
'Cause I will thirst no more 
'Cause You refresh my soul 
Living waters flow, from You 
 
'Cause You're the well that won't run dry 
'Cause only You can satisfy 
Every season of my life 
'Cause You are the well that won't run dry  
 
YOU ARE MY PEACE 
 
I lay my burdens at Your feet 
I'm letting go of all the things I can't control 
In my frailty Lord I find your strength 
I am depending on a love that won't let go 
 
I trust You 
I trust You 
I trust You 
Oh You are my peace 
 
I don't have to be strong 
'Cause You are my strength 
Oh You are my strength 
Oh You are my strength 
 
I don't have to hold on 
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'Cause You don't let go 
Oh You don't let go 
Oh You don't let go 
 
All you weary come and lay your burdens down 
His yoke is easy there is rest to be found 
All you weary come and lay your burdens down 
His yoke is easy there is rest to be found 
 
STAND IN YOUR LOVE 
 
When darkness tries to roll over my bones 
When sorrow comes to steal the joy I own 
When brokenness and pain is all I know 
I won't be shaken, no, I won't be shaken 
 
'Cause my fear doesn't stand a chance 
When I stand in Your love 
My fear doesn't stand a chance 
When I stand in Your love 
My fear doesn't stand a chance 
When I stand in Your love 
 
Shame no longer has a place to hide 
And I am not a captive to the lies 
I'm not afraid to leave my past behind 
Oh, I won't be shaken, no, I won't be shaken 
 
There's power that can break off every chain 
There's power that can empty out a grave 
There's resurrection power that can save 
There's power in Your name, power in Your name 
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AIN’T NO GRAVE 
 
Oh, shame is a prison as cruel as a grave 
Shame is a robber and he's come to take my name 
Oh, love is my redeemer 
Lifting me up from the ground 
Love is the power when my freedom song is found 
 
There ain't no grave 
Gonna hold my body down 
There ain't no grave 
Gonna hold my body down 
When I hear that trumpet sound 
I'm gonna rise up outta the ground 
There ain't no grave 
Gonna hold my body down 
 
Oh, oh oh oh oh oh oh 
 
Oh, fear is a liar with a smooth and velvet tongue 
Fear is a tyrant 
He's always telling me to run 
Oh, love is a resurrection and love is a trumpet sound 
Love is my weapon 
I'm gonna take my giants down 
 
Oh, there was a battle 
A war between death and life 
And there on a tree 
The Lamb of God was crucified 
And He went on down to hell 
He took back every key 
He rose up as a lion and He set all captives free 



12 

 

 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP VERSE OF THE WEEK 

 
1 Corinthians 4:2   

Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found trustworthy.  
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
If you would like to purchase altar flowers, please call the church office or sign up 

in the church narthex.  
 

 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP &  
ATTENDANCE 

 

WEEK OF AUGUST 23 
8:00 am: 45 
9:30 am: 30 

9:30 am (online): 312 views 
11:00 am: 46 

 
All online counts are estimates only. 

 
Insight: 15 

Insight Kids: 2 

2020 BUDGET 

 
*Yearly Operating Budget:  $684,388 

Average Need Each Week: $13,161 
Received last week: $10,557 

Received year-to-date: $408,533 
Needed year-to-date:   $447,882 

 
* Amended 5/1/20 with Pastoral Position’s Adjust-

ment 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 

TODAY (August 30) 
8 am Outdoor Worship 

9:30 am Indoor/Online Worship 
9:30 am MS & HS Sunday School 

11 am Outdoor worship 
MONDAY (August 31) 

N/A 
TUESDAY (September 1) 
6:30 pm Online S.A.L.T. 

WEDNESDAY (September 2) 
6 pm Online H2H 

7 pm Drive-in Service 
THURSDAY (September 3) 

10 am Prayer Group 
11 am Staff Meeting 

FRIDAY (September 4) 
N/A 

SATURDAY (September 5) 
9 am Worship Team Rehearsal 
NEXT SUNDAY (September 6) 

8:00 Outdoor worship 
9:30 am Indoor/Online Worship 
9:30 am MS & HS Sunday School 

11 am Outdoor worship 


