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 FROM PASTOR HOOVER 
 

Just in case you haven't heard, the church is open again.  Well, the building that 

is.  The church has always been alive and well, a place where lives are shared.  We 

are opening the building for use by volunteers and small groups.  We have taken 

every precaution and it is safe to gather in our building using social distancing 

practices.   

 

There is a real possibility that we will be limited to groups of ten for most of the 

summer.  This summer I ask that you invest in a small group of some kind.  Messiah 

Lutheran Church, as a large group, is only as effective and healthy as its small 

groups.  Whether it is the volunteers you serve with, a Bible study or a fellowship 

group I encourage you to meet here and in your homes.  Find a way to do your 

ministry on a smaller scale and invite others into that ministry.  It might be a piece 

of special music, working in shifts, or just socializing around a campfire.  Unless you 

are home isolating don't let this summer go by without gathering with your small 

group or starting a LifeGroup.  If health concerns force you to home isolate consider 

joining these gatherings electronically.  

 

Finally, there are going to be unforeseen needs in the neighborhoods we live 

in.  Please pray with me that God would use our church to perform a sign of his love 

for the community that will give Him glory this summer.  

 

Pr. Kurt Hoover 

 

FROM PASTOR STIER 
 

Let me share with you some thoughts about the opportunity before us. (Yes, I did say 

opportunity). They are inspired by Jesus and a blog from Kent Hunter, otherwise known 

as “The Church Doctor”.  
 

The coronavirus is, perhaps, the most vivid outreach lesson we will get in our 

lifetime. We all pray it will never happen again, of course, but if you love the Lord 

and have any passion for lost people to know the Savior, maybe you will catch a key 

takeaway that reflects the mission strategy of the Christian movement. If we’re like 

most Christians—if our church is like most churches—if we get this, it will radically 

revolutionize the power and potential of our spiritual influence and impact on our 

community.  

 

If you are a disciple, a learner, if you are eager—even passionate—to reach your 

unchurched neighbor for Christ, it is my hope and prayer that this pandemic will 

revolutionize our thinking about sharing Jesus. My hope is that God will so impact 
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our thinking, it will keep us up at night until we get it. Until we change the way we 

“do church”. Until we do it the New Testament way. 

 

The pandemic has been awful. That is obvious. So much death. So much disruption. 

Is there any good that can come out of this? That depends on whether or not we 

learn the most dramatic mission parable we will likely ever experience. What we do 

with it is not just our business. It is the Lord’s business! 

 

I pray I have your attention. Rather, I pray God has our attention. This pandemic is 

all about a virus—an unseen powerful bug. It is a virus that goes “viral”. How? 

People catch it from other people. How? When they are up close and personal. The 

potential of this evil virus reflects the power of relationships. What’s one way to stop 

it? Social distancing. Surely, at this point, we all understand that! 

 

Now, think about another one of the most spectacular viral movements in all of 

history: the growth of the New Testament church. How did Christianity explode 

across the Mediterranean world in the first century? It is not rocket science! The 

Christian faith went viral because the people in those days did not have 

refrigerators! They also did not have radios, televisions, the internet, or phones. 

Without refrigerators, people had to go to the marketplace every day—or at least 

several days a week.  

 
Christian historians and mission experts have already figured this out. When these 

first-century people received what was not just some good news, but THE Good 

News about Jesus—the One who changes life and eternity—they had “Gospel 

conversations”. Their faith spread like wildfire. It went viral. It was a Good News 

pandemic. They had “Gospel conversations” in the marketplace. So, what is the key 

lesson staring every Christian in the face right now, all over the world? 

 

The power and platform of the mission is relationships. Not only that, but (and I 

don’t mean this unkindly) most Christians don’t realize that their church has 

become a refrigerator. It is where you keep Christians fresh, where you keep them 

from “spoiling.” I mean, it’s a good thing, right! 

 

However, if we want our church to impact this world in a major way, we need to turn 

it inside out. The platform is relationships in the marketplace, not just in the 

refrigerator. I love the relationship “glue” we have with other Christians at church. 

It’s called fellowship. But that isn’t the mission platform that goes viral. People 

contagious with the love of Jesus need to “infect” people where they are.  

Being “church-centered” is spiritual social distancing. 
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 Here’s a prescription from The Church Doctor on ways to go Viral. I’ve modified 

it to fit our community, based on my twenty five years of experience. 

 

1. Don’t invite unchurched people to church as your starting point. Most 

unchurched people aren’t ready to just jump into worship. 

2. Invite them to dinner, or a “campfire” at your home along with some other 

Christian friends. Encourage these Christians to bring some unchurched 

friends as well. Don’t feed them the Bible for dessert. Instead, let your 

Christian friends share what God has done in their lives. For people far from 

God, relational impact is more powerful than preached sermons.  

3. When unchurched people show interest in our church, do not invite them to 

worship, bring them. Sit with them. Take them somewhere for a meal 

afterward. Let them debrief and talk about their experience. Let them ask 

questions. All of this is in the context of relationships. 

4. Do not rush new people into a membership class. Let them learn from you 

and those who are involved in our LifeGroups. Keep the conversation going. 

Again, the power platform is relationships. 

5. Let’s equip everyone at our church to have “Gospel conversations”—what 

God has done in their lives. It’s not “witnessing” or “evangelism.” Technically, 

Gospel conversations are “testimonies.” Nevertheless, we call them “Gospel 

conversations” or “God stories”. Let’s make Gospel conversations the culture 

of our church. Let it occur in the context of relationships. 

6. Let’s not just host LifeGroups on our campus. Other venues include parks, 

restaurants, bars, coffee shops, the city library—the marketplaces of life. 

7. Hold VBS at a park pavilion, in your neighborhood, at a local public school, 

the YMCA, or a vacant store. 

8. Let’s provide weekly extension worship services, led by trained church 

members, at coffee shops, bars, theaters, parks, the YMCA—and provide them 

at times other than Sunday morning. 

9. Let’s hold regular worship services, led by church members, at senior 

facilities. Invite the relatives of the residents to join in these worship services. 

Make worship outreach oriented. 
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 10. Let’s honor police officers, firefighters, hospital workers, city government 

workers, and any other “special” groups we can find, at special celebrations 

held in public facilities, on our campus and off our campus. 

 

Can you imagine what things in our community can look like a year or five 

years from now, if we just branch out with this new opportunity. I have no 

doubt that when we look back at the spring of 2020 years and decades from 

now, we may remember the losses. But we will also be able to celebrate how 

God used this evil virus for the good of those who love God and are called 

according to his purpose for them. (Romans 8:28) 

 

PD2 

A.K.A Pastor Dave Stier 

 
MLC NEWS 

 

MLC Publication Deadlines 

Please note that content for the weekly bulletin is due by noon each Thursday 

& content for the monthly newsletter is due by the 22nd of each month. Thank 

you for your cooperation. 

 

June Worship 

During the month of June, we will mostly be worshiping online. This is 

somewhat fluid, however, as the government reexamines its strategy in the 

fight against Covid-19. However, our focus for worship will still be online in 

June. The links to our pages where we stream can be found at mlcjoliet.org. 

We stream on both Facebook and YouTube, Sundays at 9:30 am.  

     Communion 

 We will be doing communion at one point in the service, and we  

 encourage everyone watching at home to participate by using their own 

 bread and wine/grape juice. 

 

Prayer Requests 

 Prayer requests can be sent to the office via email at  

 office.manager@mlcjoliet.org, called in at 815-741-4488. During the    

 service, you can text your prayer requests to 865-399-0187 or com

 ment  them in the chat section of Facebook or YouTube.  
 

Offering 

 We will have an offering time during the service, but you can give any 

 time during the week using one of the following ways: 

mailto:office.manager@mlcjoliet.org
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 1) Go to this link: bit.ly/MLCGiving 

 2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet and follow 

 the instructions given.  

 3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 

 4)  Mail your check to the church at: 40 Houbolt Rd, Joliet, IL 60431 

 If you need assistance with any of these, please email  

 worship@mlcjoliet.org or call the church office at 815-741-4488.  

 
Ladies Day 

Ladies Day 2020  at Olivet Nazarene University has been rescheduled to 

Saturday, August 8th from 9 am to 3 pm. If you have purchased tickets, they will 

be honored for this date. If you would like tickets, the office still has some 

available. They are $45 which includes admission, lunch, and transportation.  
 

Social Undistancing 

Now, more than ever we need to connect because we are better together! Social 

Undistancing is a new MLC project where we will place you with someone you do 

not really know within our church community, and get to know them. Ages 18-99 

are welcome! I would start with a set time to connect regularly, get to know each 

other,  and give each other opportunities to share dreams and anxieties. You 

could even pray for each other! Contact Pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for more info! 

 

New Pastor and Associate Pastor 

The call committee has announced that the votes for pastor and associate 

pastor have all been tallied. The positions of pastor and associate pastor, 

respectively, have been offered to Kurt Hoover and Dave Stier, and they have 

accepted. Please make a point to congratulate and pray for these two men in 

their new positions at Messiah. 

 

Church Building 

Our church building will be open for the month of June (pending a change in 

state guidelines) for groups of ten or less to complete projects, come together 

for team meetings, etc. The office will also be open Tuesday-Friday, 9 am to 5 

pm.  

 

LifeGroups 

Life is better together. We are now calling our various meeting groups 

LifeGroups. We have LifeGroups for youth & adults that meet, weekly, bi-weekly, 

monthly and even seasonally. They are on the MLC campus, online and out in 

the community. These life giving groups are created to facilitate serving 

together, great conversation, a focus on life as worship and life long 
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 relationships! Some examples (but not all) include: Quilters, Worship Team, 

S.A.L.T. Team Daybreak, Insight, Choir, H2H, Memory Bears, Gardening club, Ride 

the Rock, Online group studies, and the list goes on. What can you add to the 

mix? Talk to the pastors & staff. You may have the next great LifeGroup! 

 

Ignite Myanmar 

MLC member Mike Brown is doing some fundraising for Pastor Paul in Myanmar, 

a missionary that we support and who has visited our church in the past. The 

people there are in a really bad way because of Covid-19, and this is a time when 

Pastor Paul could really use resources to help people and share the gospel. You 

can donate through this link: 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/feed-the-people-of-myanmar 

 

You can also get updates on Pastor Paul’s ministry at: 

www.ignitemyanmarmission.com 

 

Online Connection Card 

We now have an online connection card for people to interact with MLC, as well 

as show their attendance at online services. It helps us keep track of who’s 

watching and the needs of the church. Just go to https://bit.ly/MLCConnect 

 

Reopening Protocol 

A reopening protocol for Messiah has been finalized. A synopsis of the 

document, which can be read in full at mlcjoliet.org, is contacted in the 

newsletter. 

 
FROM THE BOARDS 

 
Parish Planning Council 

Here are some highlights from the May 2020 Parish Planning Council meeting:   

 

• The Parish Planning Council again made use of a Zoom video call for the May 

2020 meeting. 

• The PPC and staff discussed the first draft of a document detailing the 

protocol for the re-opening of Messiah’s campus. More information will be 

communicated to all members when the document is prepared. 

• The pastoral staff suggested and reminded the PPC that Messiah Lutheran 

Church members can work to build relationships with other people in our 

communities and neighbors to provide comfort and the word of God. 

• Lloyd Evans reported on some of the improvements being made to make 

online streaming worship services better for members to view and in which to 

participate. 
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MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 

 

Ignite (Begins June 3) 

Our summer program, Ignite, begins Wednesday, June 3 for students going 

into 7th grade through 12th grade. It starts with our drive-in worship service 

and will continue on Wednesday nights throughout the summer.  We’ll have a 

time of friends, fun and worship. Next week (June 10) begins the regular 

programming for the summer, which will run on Wednesdays from 6 to 8 pm. 

Location is to be decided. 

 

Graduate Appreciation (June 6 from 2 to 3 pm) 

On June 6th from 2 to 3 pm, we will be hosting a congratulations graduates 

drive-thru in our church parking lot. Come and see our graduates, honk your 

horn, wish them well so we can honor all the work they’ve done.  

 

Workcamp 2020 (July 19-24) 

Workcamp is still going on but with Covid-19 we are going to have Workcamp 

here in our own town. This means that during the week we will stay at the 

church for food, fellowship, worship, etc. and do outreach projects in our 

community. We have opened up Workcamp to any student going into 7th-

12th. We will need you to sign up by June 14th and the cost is $225 a 

person. You can still register by contacting Brian at brian@mlcjoliet.org.  

 

MLC CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

 

Virtual AWANA Awards Coming! 

While we will not be able to gather for Awana awards this year, we will still be 

celebrating and acknowledging your accomplishments.   Coming in June, we 

will have virtual Awana awards.  Each child’s accomplishments will be 

recognized and their earned award will be announced.  Families will then be 

able to pick up their awards at church when convenient.  Details for when and 

how will be sent to Awana families.  We look forward to celebrating your 

Awana accomplishments with you!   

 

VBS in a Bag 

Knights of North Castle VBS will happen the week of June 8-12. VBS 2020 

has been offered "In a Bag" for you to take home and complete in your own 

home, yard or neighborhood: wherever you feel most comfortable! Each day a 

video will be released by 9 am on our website/facebook/youtube channel 
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that you can start any time during the day. The video will have our opening 

gathering with songs, skits and an intro to our Bible story for the day. The 

video will then walk you through Bible time, crafts, science and games before 

finishing with more songs and skits during our closing. Any materials you will 

need for the day will be included in your bag, which you can pick up your VBS 

in a Bag on Saturday, June 6 from 10 am to noon and Sunday, June 7 from 1 

to 3 pm. You can email vbsmlc@mlcjoliet.org with any questions.  

 

MLC EVENTS 

 

Prayer Group (Thursdays at 10 am)  

In the fellowship hall and on Zoom platform. Email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org 

for more information. 

Drive-In Worship Service (Wednesday, June 3rd @ 7 pm) 

We're excited to announce that we are planning our first-ever drive-in worship 

service on Wednesday, June 3rd from 7 to 8 pm. The service will be similar to 

our Sunday 9:30 am service (with perhaps a couple of changes). This will take 

place in the south church parking lot. Please come early if you want a good 

spot. Here are some things to know about this service: 

• We will be broadcasting the audio over FM radio. There will not be a sound 

system.  

• The building/restrooms will be open. 

• We ask that you wear a mask any time you are not in your vehicle. 

• We ask that you plan on staying the whole time due to the nature of how 

the vehicles will be parked.  

• There will be "touchless" communion served and an opportunity to give an 

offering will be presented.  

 

2020 GRADUATES 
 

We are looking for high school, college and other graduates so that we can 

celebrate your achievement! Please contact the church office so we can 

publish your name and information as well. This information will be published 

on June 7.  
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REOPENING PROTOCOL 

MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH - OPENING PROTOCOL **   

 

"Do whatever leads 
to peace and mutual 

edification” ~               
Romans 14:19 

PHASE THREE              
Starting 6/1/20 

PHASE FOUR                         PHASE  FIVE                           

        

SOCIAL DISTANCING 
Maintain 6' between each person,         
Face coverings strongly suggest-

ed      

6' Between each person, face 
coverings strongly suggested, no 
Greeting time in worship, greet-

ers to hold doors open 

Normal with Precaution 

    

COMMUNICATION 
No paper bulletins (available 

online mlcjoliet.org) 

No bulletins, pencils, cards, hym-
nals or Bibles in pews  Bulletins 

available online 
Normal 

        

WORSHIP TIMES 9:30am  

Normal worship times; exit 
speedily after each service to 

minimize overlap interaction with 
the next service attendees 

Normal 

        

WORSHIP STYLE  

Sunday Morning Streaming via 
Facebook and YouTube.          

Occasional outdoor/drive-in wor-
ship, attendees remain in own 

vehicle. 1st Service June 3 @7pm 

In Person with possible reserva-
tion required, overflow seating 

available;  Continued live stream-
ing; no choir;  small group special 

music 

Full return to worship with plans 
for outdoor Re-Connect Sunday;     

Continued Live Streaming 

        

COMMUNION None 
Self-service Communion cups on 

tables in the Narthex 
Normal with Precaution and safe 

handling 

        

GIVING 
Online giving, by mail or by bank 

draft 

Online, Mail, Bank Draft or in-
person - offering box on usher's 

table 

As in previous phases and as nor-
mal 

        

FOOD / DRINK None None With Caution and Safe Handling 

        

LIFE GROUPS Open for groups of 10 or fewer Larger groups, sizes limited to 
fewer than 50 Discretionary / Normal 

        

SUNDAY SCHOOL None None After school starts with caution 

        

NURSERY None None Discretionary / Normal 

        

BUILDING USE 

Small Groups of 10 or fewer;   
Volunteers;                               

Baptisms as requested by par-
ents; Weddings or Funerals with 

groups of 10 throughout the 
building 

Building rental only to Messiah 
Members; Baptisms, Weddings 

and Funerals                           
Discretionary / Normal 

        

BUILDING CARE 

Thorough deep cleaning with 
product designed to kill the virus 
and bacteria for up to 30 days;                           

Hand Sanitizing stations through-
out building 

Continued frequent cleaning and 
hand sanitizing stations               

Continued frequent cleaning and 
hand sanitizing stations               
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June 2 

Danny Aleksic 

Arla Knudsen 

Alyssa Pribnow 

Tonya Thieme 

June 3 

Patricia Buchenau 

Dave Dusak  

Kurt Hoover 

Rochelle Poole 

June 4 

Aubrey Fiday 

June 5 

Rich & Kathy Carlson  

Jim & Shelley Manning  

June 6 

Skylar Hakey 

Norina Schroth 

June 7 

Jerald & Patricia Buchenau 

June 8 

Cecilia Ciuffini 

Rudy Trizna 

Daniel Wieher 

Michael Wieher 

Ron & Kathy Hanouw 

June 9 

Anthony Ally-Novak 

June 10 

Bill Henry 

Nicholas  Olson 

Dave & Carolyn Torkelson 

Debra & Thomas Waller 

June 11 

Sandy Strom 

June 12 

Lynne Eleveld 

Kenneth Johnke 

Linda Liberty 

Ray Ziegler 

Jeannie Glover &  

David Ewing 

 

June 13 

Evi Bosserdet 

Ray & Linda Hodge 

June 14 

Addison Benson 

Grace Puleo 

Vivian Puleo 

June 15 

Richard & Arnitta Eldred 

June 16 

Robert Harrison 

June 17  

Caleb Jenkins 

Gerry & Eva Hauge 

June18  

Craig & Peggy Stone 

June 19 

J.P. Burns  

Marjorie Christensen 

Andy & Kelly Hawkinson 

June 20  

Gloria Magemeneas 

June 21 

Kenny Courtright 

Pat Haaksma 

Darryl Hoelscher 

Eli Hoover 

Myka Hoover 

Randy Ling 

Lynn Ortinau 

Jim & Marlene Petersen 

June 22 

Leo Ferenzi 

Brian Ling 

Keith Ling 

Herb Zite 

Jim & Stacy Burns 

June 24 

Heather Brown 

Shannon Capps 

Tyler Eickholtz 

Sarah Potts 

Brian Snider 

 

 

 

Marty & Len Hohisel 

June 25 

Terrence Collins 

Kevin Trizna 

June 26 

Alayna Boe 

Judi Enix 

Bob Miller 

June 27 

Tammie Terry 

Stacie Walters 

Ron & Nancy Sarver 

June 28 

Stacy Burns 

Ron Pullman 

Luke Wielbik 

June 29 

Kelly Hernandez 

Steve McPhail 

June 30  

Patrick Hester 

Judy Queen 

Faye Werner 

 

 

 

 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
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ADDRESS 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
40 Houbolt Rd. 
Joliet, IL 60431 
815-741-4488 
Fax: 815-741-4501 
Email: info@mlcjoliet.org 
Website: www.mlcjoliet.org 


