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WHEN GOD MOVES, WE MOVE 

 

Subject: We are the church 
Central theme: God is on the move 
Objective: When God moves, we move, that means I need to be a follower not just a fan. So 
how do I do that? Here are 3 simple ways. 
Rational:  
Get on the Launching pad 
Be the Church don’t just go to church. 
Serve and give more than you think you can on your own. 
Resources:   
Evaluation: proofed 
 
Readings: Exodus 40:34,36-37, Acts 1:1-8, Ephesians 2:20-21 (NLT) 

Exodus 40:34,36-38 

34 Then the cloud covered the Tabernacle, and the glory of the LORD filled the Tabernacle…36 Now 

whenever the cloud lifted from the Tabernacle, the people of Israel would set out on their 

journey, following it. 37 But if the cloud did not rise, they remained where they were until it 

lifted. 38 The cloud of the LORD hovered over the Tabernacle during the day, and at night fire 

glowed inside the cloud so the whole family of Israel could see it. This continued throughout all 

their journeys. 

 

Acts 1:1-8 

In my first book I told you, Theophilus, about everything Jesus began to do and teach 2 until the 
day he was taken up to heaven after giving his chosen apostles further instructions through the 
Holy Spirit. 3 During the forty days after he suffered and died, he appeared to the apostles from 
time to time, and he proved to them in many ways that he was actually alive. And he talked to 
them about the Kingdom of God.4 Once when he was eating with them, he commanded them, 
“Do not leave Jerusalem until the Father sends you the gift he promised, as I told you before. 5 
John baptized with water, but in just a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”  

The Ascension of Jesus  

6 So when the apostles were with Jesus, they kept asking him, “Lord, has the time come for you 
to free Israel and restore our kingdom?”7 He replied, “The Father alone has the authority to set 
those dates and times, and they are not for you to know. 8 But you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me 
everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
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Ephesians 2:20-21  

Together, we are his house, built on the foundation of the apostles and the prophets. And the 
cornerstone is Christ Jesus himself. 21 We are carefully joined together in him, becoming a holy 
temple for the Lord. 

When God Moves, We Move  

When God moves, we move, that means I need to be a follower not just 
a fan. So how do I do that? Here are 3 simple ways. 
 
1st Get on the Launching pad. 
In the final verses of Exodus, of all places, we find the first hints of 
Pentecost.  The people have just pulled together all their resources to 
build a tabernacle for the Lord.  They have detailed instructions for 
crafting this most holy of places, which would become a sign of God’s 
presence among them.  The tabernacle would also be their launching 
pad, a place from which they would move out of the desert and into 
the promised land. 

When this tabernacle was complete, the final verses of Exodus tell us 
that “a cloud covered the Tabernacle, and the glory of the Lord filled the 
Tabernacle. … Now whenever the cloud lifted from the Tabernacle, the 
people of Israel would set out on their journey, following it.  But if the 
cloud did not rise, they remained where they were until it lifted (Exodus 
40:34,36-37, NLT). 
Depending on the translation, the word for “tabernacle” can mean a 
place to meet or a place that moves.  That tells us that from the very 
beginning there has always been a relationship between the presence 
of God and the journey of faith.  It also teaches us that God never 
meant for his tabernacle to get stuck in one place.  It was built to move 
when God moves, always in the direction of his promises. 
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That scene from Exodus is our backdrop for Pentecost.  The book of 
Acts begins with the resurrected Jesus telling his followers, “You will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my 
witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, 
throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:6-8, 
NLT).   What God did first with the tabernacle in Exodus, He is about to 
do with all believers, placing the laws and commandments of Moses 
into the person of Jesus Christ.  Those who receive Christ into their 
hearts become God’s tabernacle. On that first Pentecost, this plan was 
confirmed with cloud and fire, just as with the Exodus tabernacle.  And 
just like the first tabernacle, when he moves, we are invited to move 
with him. 
Movement has been in the Church’s DNA from the beginning.  The 
Kingdom of God is designed to move.  It goes where God goes.  He has 
no desire to make us comfortable out there in the desert.  Nor does he 
intend to leave us to fend for ourselves. 

Acts 1:8 promises power.  “When the Holy Spirit comes upon you, you 
will receive power”—the same power the Israelites had who fought 
with enemies twice their size and won, who found food enough to feed 
hundreds of thousands of people, who received miracle after miracle of 
God’s provision. The power they had we now have. When we accept 
the Holy Spirit into our lives we are no longer victims but people with 
power to move out of our bad circumstances and into better ones. 
Of course, in Exodus it was not a person but a community that built the 
tabernacle and moved out of bondage and toward the promises of 
God.  In Nehemiah it was a community that rebuilt the temple and 
restored the wall.  In Acts, it was a community that received the Holy 
Spirit, then flowed out into the streets, building that community from a 
couple-dozen to a few thousand in one day. 
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Clearly, the filling of the Holy Spirit is not first of all an individual, 
emotional experience but something given the community to 
strengthen and empower us for the work of the Kingdom.  Paul asks the 
Corinthians, “Don’t you realize that all of you together are the temple of 
God and that the Spirit of God lives in you?” (1 Corinthians 3:16, 
NLT).  He says to the Ephesians, “Together, we are his house … carefully 
joined together in him, becoming a holy temple for the Lord” (Ephesians 
2:20-21, NLT). 
The tabernacle is where God meets us and how we know when to 
move.  As William Temple says, no one who is filled with the Spirit of 
God can keep that Spirit to himself.  “Where the Spirit is, he flows forth. 
And where there is no flowing forth, he is not there.” 

Is there a flowing forth in your life?  Are you going someplace 
spiritually?  Are you closer to God’s promises for your life than you 
were a year ago?  Five years ago?  Or are you still out there in the 

desert of indecision, waiting for one more sign?     

2nd Be the Church don’t just go to church. 

I remember back in 2005 I finally gave in to one of my students who 
was pestering me (in a good way) to take a small group to this thing 
called Dare 2 Share. It wasn’t that I didn’t like what they were doing or 
saying, I was afraid to ask the parents of my students if they could miss 
a day of school so we could attend this conference. I thought that was 
the hardest part until we got there. The speaker Greg told us that the 
following day we would be going door-to-door to collect canned goods 
for the local food bank and that would open the door (both literally and 
fugitively) to Gospel conversations. I was so nervous and so were my 
students, but I took and divided them up with the leaders and told the 
leaders we needed to lead by example. So, I wanted each of us to do 
the first house and then try to get the kids to do every other one. Long 
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story short, I did do the first house and the kids must have seen how 
bad I was at it. So they figured if Pastor Dave could do it and he was not 
that good at it they could do it even better, and they did. They were so 
excited and on fire for having these conversations that I only got to talk 
to people at two houses that day. For the following 12 years I never 
missed a Dare 2 Share weekend with my students and I’m sure many of 
my former students who got to experience that still, to this day, have 
great stories about those weekends.  Since that weekend I still get 
butterflies when having gospel conversations with strangers, but they 
are the good kind of butterflies now.  

A few years ago, I read two books that confirmed what I was feeling 
about the church and how we were being challenged to rethink how 
God wanted us to “be the church” in the 21st century. They were “Who 
broke my church” by Kent Hunter and “Joining Jesus on His mission” by 
Greg Finke. For you that know me, the fact I read a book that wasn’t 
“required” is a big deal. But I truly feel God was preparing me to help 
lead our church in our “new reality.” What we need to recognize in this 
new time is that we are not alone we have each other and more 
importantly we have Jesus who is going before us. 

This is an important mindset change for most U.S. church members. 
Jesus does not give me a mission to do for him.  Jesus is on a mission 
and he invites me to come with him. I’m not a Jesus-salesperson. I’m a 
Jesus-follower. The U.S. has become one of the largest mission fields on 
the planet.  The odds are very good that right now, wherever you live in 
the U.S., people in your neighborhood and workplace are largely 
unconnected to a local congregation and may not be connected to 
Jesus at all. We are no longer a church who is servicing a community 
filled with a variety of Christians. We are now a church who finds itself 
needing to be on mission in a mission field. 
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As Neighborhood Missionaries, we have a simple mindset: In order to 
join Jesus on his mission all we really have to do is enjoy people and 
then seek, recognize and respond to what Jesus is already doing in the 
lives of the people we are enjoying. 

Here are some stats from those books: Millions have left the church; 
only 18-22% of “churched people” go to worship; <10% of adults under 
30 regularly engage in a local congregation. Do these seem like realistic 
statistics to you?  

If so, they raise four serious questions: 

1. How do you think that the ‘church’ should respond? In our response, 
what is the difference between being a Jesus follower and a Jesus 
salesperson? 

2. What challenges do we (and our congregation) face. What gives us 
hope in spite of these challenges? 

On page 41 of his book Greg Finke says: “Because I am a Jesus follower 
living in the mission field of the U.S. that makes me a missionary, 
whether I realize it or not.” One of the biggest reminders I received 
from God last spring on my Sabbatical was that I was to live as a 
missionary where God had planted me until such time He decides to 
transplant me where He feels I’m needed most. 

3. If we as Jesus followers are truly missionaries by the simple reality 
that we live in the U.S. (one of the largest mission fields in the world), 
what keeps me from living this out and joining Jesus in mission? 

4. Do we struggle to move forward in mission out of a concern that we 
don’t know enough; do we still need to read more? If so, how might 
we, and others, overcome these concerns? 
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Just a few pages later in his book Greg makes this statement, “it’s not 
what you know that will change the world, but what you do with what 
you know that will change the world.” 

With all this in mind let’s take another look at the scripture passages 
from Acts. 

 So when the apostles were with Jesus, they kept asking him, “Lord, has 
the time come for you to free Israel and restore our kingdom?” He 
replied, “The Father alone has the authority to set those dates and 
times, and they are not for you to know. But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, 
telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, 
in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 8:6-8) 

Even more questions come to mind; how did the landscape shift for the 
early church in Acts 8? How did the church adjust and respond in faith? 
Is this new? Did God all of a sudden change the plan for the church?  

I think not. This all goes all the way back to Exodus. God is calling us 
forward and His design for His children is not to make us comfortable 
but to make us great.   

3rd Serve and give more than you think you can on your own. 
The only way to do this is to be filled with the Holy Spirit and be placed 
in the path of His promises. 
“Lord, take me where you want me to go; let me meet who you want 
me to meet; tell me what you want me to say 
and keep me out of your way. Amen.” – The daily prayer of Father 
Mychal Judge, NYFD chaplain, killed in the 9/11 attacks at the World 
Trade Center  
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When I started writing this message in April I had no Idea that I would 
be preaching on the Sunday we celebrate Pentecost in the church. After 
I was done with my first draft, I looked up the Preaching schedule PK 
had just recently finished, and I was amazed to see how God set this all 
into motion. You may not know this but PK, Lloyd and I have a goal to 
be 3-4 months out on our sermon series and themes and then to have 
messages ready a few weeks before we are scheduled to preach so as a 
team we can bring it all together to glorify God. Again, on my sabbatical 
I took a class on how to be a better writer and speaker. One of the main 
points the teacher stressed was to write messages at least a week or 
two before they are to be delivered and them let them “marinate.” Let 
them interact with Life so God can show you what He is doing through 
His word. It’s so easy to get behind and let the other duties of ministry 
crowd out my writing and even my own personal devotion and prayer 
time. But I have to constantly remind myself that through the Holy 
Spirit I can serve more and give more than I think I can on my own. 
Martin Luther was known for being a prayer warrior. Spurgeon said of 
Luther, “I like that saying of Martin Luther, when he says, ‘I have so 
much business to do to-day, that I shall not be able to get through it 
with less than three hours' prayer.’ Now, most people would say, ‘I 
have so much business to do to-day, that I have only three minutes for 
prayer; I cannot afford the time.’ But Luther thought that the more he 
had to do, the more he must pray, or else he could not get through it. 
That is a blessed kind of logic: may we understand it! ‘Praying and 
provender (food) hinder no man's journey.’ If we have to stop and pray, 
it is no more hindrance than when the rider has to stop at the farrier's 
to have his horse's shoe fastened; for if he went on without attending 
to that it may be that ere long he would come to a stop of a far more 
serious kind.”—C. H. Spurgeon. 
Next week we’ll look at Ex. 36, where the phrase “more than enough” 
was used twice. The people were so fired up that they gave more than 
enough. It’s the overflow of a heart filled with the joy of the presence 
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of God. We serve and we give because Jesus is more than enough. For 
whatever you’re facing right now, Jesus is more than enough. For 
wherever He’s leading, Jesus is more than enough. Let’s pray. 


