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Dear Messiah Family and Friends, 

 This will be my last newsletter article that I will write as your pastor. My last day in 

the pulpit will be Sunday November 3rd. I have been your pastor for over 33 years and a 

Lutheran pastor over 40 years. The time has come. I enter into retirement with many 

different conflicting emotions. I know that Sunday November 3rd will be very emotional for 

me, my family and many people. I hope that you will join us that Sunday for one of the 

three services and for the dinner at 12:15. Please sign up for the dinner. 

 

 It was be my goal when I came to Messiah that I would be in a congregation long 

enough for my children to go through grade school and finish high school in the same 

schools and town. I wanted our children to have a place that felt like a hometown and a 

home church. Your kindness made that happen. Karen and our children Anna, Andrew and 

Elise have been happy here. Anna and her husband Brandon are now raising their children 

Matthew, Aubrey and Luke at Messiah. I could not be happier. 

 

 I have been blessed to know so many men, women and children of faith. Your faith 

has impacted and deepened my faith. It has been my privilege to marry, baptize, teach 

and counsel so many of our members. I have buried many dear and caring people that 

were my friends. Somehow in sharing all of these key moments together we have 

experienced a bond between us that is wonderful. 

 

 I am proud of the part that my wife Karen has played in the church. When we got 

married, I told her that as far as I as was concerned, she didn’t have to do anything in the 

congregation, except to attend church on Sunday. But along with raising our children 

Karen went on several workcamps; one to Mexico and one to Appalachia. She led and  

organized our nursery. Karen for several years often sat with the children of the church. 

Karen sang in the Sanctuary Choir and creatively led a number of women’s retreats and 

programs. She volunteered in Vacation Bible School and helped me start a very active 

Young Couple’s Ministry. People often call her for prayer. She has been a blessing to our 

congregation. 

 

 I appreciate that you have given me the time to grow as a pastor and as an 

individual. I’ve made mistakes and you stood by me. You’ve made mistakes and I’ve stood 

by you. Your prayers, kind words and willingness to volunteer have made my ministry 

richer and stronger. But whatever good has happened, it has all been by the grace of God. 

Even on my best day I am nothing more than a sinner saved by God’s grace. You and I 

need Jesus more today than ever before. 

 

 I am glad that Karen and I can stay in the congregation as church members. For 

that to work I will only worship at one service on a Sunday and leave the other work of the 

church to Pastor Hoover and Pastor Stier. I have a few preplanned funerals and weddings 

that I am committed to leading, but you will need to look to your new pastors. Both Pastor 

Kurt and Pastor Dave love you and are capable ministers. 

 

 God bless you. The best is yet to be. Pastor Dave Nygard 

From Pastor David Nygard 



 3 

 

 

 

Dreams and Visions 3: The Faith of our Leaders 

  

‘I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will 

dream dreams, your young men will see visions.’ – Joel 2:28 

How do we deepen the faith of our leaders?  This is the second open question that I have asked 

the PPC to wrestle with over the last year.   

For the past year I have asked a series of open questions before the leadership of the church 

during my pastor’s report at the Parish Planning Council (PPC).  As I tell the council in each 

session, the church is not governed by the pastors, but by a group of volunteers: the nine board 

chairs and the executive council, to be precise.  Please pray for Beth Hohisel and the voting 

members of the PPC.  They are the ones that God will use to set the direction of our congregation 

with the pastor’s spiritual support.   

 

I ask the same questions each month.  My goal is not to answer the questions too quickly.  I want 

us to wrestle with them and seek God’s guidance.  I have gotten a lot of good feedback on the 

questions and I want to encourage you to explore these questions with me as well.  Please let us 

know your thoughts, ideas and dreams for Messiah Lutheran church.  

How do we deepen the faith of those elected to lead as well as those who have been delegated 

the leadership of a small group, ministry, Sunday school class, mundane task or mentoring 

relationship within the church?  Are you a leader?  I would venture to say “yes”.  Who is it that 

watches you and tries to draw closer to God through your example?  Who is it that watches you 

with the goal of learning that one thing they can do to make a difference for others?  It could be 

as simple as filling communion trays for worship or replacing furnace filters.  Who is it that is 

watching the way you live for Christ and who might you invite to grow in Christ as you teach them 

how to serve?  

 

Faith is given through social connections.  As I said on Sunday: ‘It is most often the community 

through which God relentlessly pursues us and bring us back to himself.’  Since this is the reality 

God created, how is it that we deepen the faith of our leaders? The depth of your faith directly 

impacts the faith of those who are watching you.   

 

We walked through our Leadership Covenant as your governing council during August’s PPC 

meeting.  We agreed as a team to pray for each other, worship together and find other ways to ‘be 

feed’ through conversation about God in small group, Bible study or Adult education classes.    

I encourage those three simple practices for you as a leader in the church as well.  Pray for those 

who are watching you: children, coworkers, apprentices, friends and family.  Worship as a family, 

inviting the relationships in your life to worship with you as well.  Maybe strike up a simple 

conversation with a coworker about how they enjoyed their worship this week.  Find ways to feed 

your faith.  We do not live by bread alone but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.  

Find a group of people that you can talk with about God.  It may be a small group in your home, 

Adult education on Sunday morning or even the idle chit-chat that happens before choir.   

  

How do we deepen our leader’s faith?  It is through social interactions.  The pastors are always 

available for those deep conversations about faith and purpose, and the way that serving God 

through the church impacts your daily lives.  Find us or find that trusted friend who draws you 

closer to Christ.   

  

Pr. Kurt Hoover    

From Pastor Kurt Hoover 
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From One Parent to Another 

 

If your family is anything like ours you are already over scheduled and your kids are always 

coming home with what seams like a never ending stack of home work. Not to mention 

finding time for sports, band, drama, and every other extra curricular activity under the 

sun. I don’t even want to start up with all the fundraising and other expenses that come 

along with that ever expanding list of things our kids just have to do so it will look good on 

a college application or maybe even get them some kind of scholarship!  

 

So why do we as a family carve out precious time to worship together and bend over 

backwards to get our kids to youth group and its related events? Lets face it it’s not easy. 

You just try getting a teenager to actually wake up before noon on the weekend (and I 

don’t mean just for their bodies to move), I mean really awake! Then you have my spouse 

and I who, when we get home from a 10 hour day of commuting and working, are not all 

that interested in eating a rushed meal and then going out and fighting traffic again! But 

we do it because unfortunately the church doesn’t have a shuttle service or online virtual 

meetings. We do it because God has promised us that if we set a Christian example for 

our kids and teach them about Him, they will prosper. In Proverbs 22:6 it says, “Train up a 

child in the way he should go. and even when he is old he will not depart from it.”   

 

Sure, many times we think we are beating our heads up against the wall and nothing is 

changing and at times I have even wondered if my child has ever heard a word that the 

pastors have said. But then it happens, that shining moment that we parents long for and 

cherish. Your child makes a decision in his or her life to follow what Jesus wants instead of 

their own desires. No I’m not talking about going into full time ministry (although that 

would be wonderful). They choose to invite a friend to a youth activity or Bible study, or 

they choose to go to a Bible study instead of watching another hour or two of American 

Idol or Survivor!  Or even more shocking, they ask their coach if they can miss a game or 

some practice due to a mission trip or youth group outing. Those moments may seem like 

small potatoes to you but gathered up and saved in my memory they are far more 

precious than any sports or band award they will ever get.  

 

Don’t get me wrong: my kids are involved in sports and extra curricular activities from 

school and the community. Those things are great! And let’s face it not even many 

“Christian Colleges” are offering scholarships in “youth group”! Yes, I want my child to get 

the best education and then the best career for them that they possibly can. But more 

important than that I want them to have a solid relationship with Christ and the only way 

they can do that is to spend time with Him and people who love Him! I’m no saint. I have 

slept in on my share of Sundays. As a matter of fact I went over a year at one time with out 

going to church, but that wasn't a good decision at all. But now I am so happy to be 

involved in my church and living my faith that I can’t even understand what I was thinking 

back then (and in truth I probably wasn’t thinking).  

From Pastor Dave Stier 
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Every month we are highlighting a list of work projects every month that need 

completed. The projects range from easy to difficult. If you are interested in taking 

on one of these projects, please contact Lloyd Evans at worship@mlcjoliet.org. 

The projects for this month are: 

 

Partial repaint of bathroom walls by offices 

Installation of bathroom fan by offices 

Tighten closet doors in Fellowship Hall and office hallway 

Tighten hallway and Fireside room chairs and tables 

October Church Work Projects 

Communications Deadlines 

Please note that content for the weekly bulletin is due by noon each Thursday & con-

tent for the monthly newsletter is due by the 22nd of each month. Thank you for 

your cooperation! 

Fall is here and so is the time to get serious about what you want to put into your shoebox 

for Samaritan’s Purse for Operation Christmas Child. Just think of the smiles on the chil-

dren’s faces as they open up your shoe box containing pencils, toothbrushes, crayons, 

clothing & that special toy that you picked out. Thank you for being a part of bringing such 

joy to a child. 

Operation Christmas Child Boxes 

I may not see it every week but I know that by their participation in the church and 

youth group they are learning to love Jesus even more and are learning why we believe 

the way we do. When you consider that our kids spend an average of 32 hours or more 

every week in School learning anything under the sun from their teachers and fellow 

students except about God (I don’t know the last time you visited a public Jr. High or 

High School, but some of it can get quite scary), shouldn’t we as parents do all we can 

to help them learn more about Christ and do all we can to help surround them with 

people who love Him and worship Him? I pray that you take this as encouragement and 

not criticism and that my experiences will help you to see that you’re not the only one 

who is struggling with balancing family, work, and faith. We are all being pulled in a mil-

lion different directions and have to make a choice: not between good and bad be-

cause those choices are easy, but our choice is between good and best. I encourage 

you to choose what is best not just for now but for all of eternity! As Pastor Dave often 

says at the end of service “God will never lead you to a place where His grace can not 

Keep you”! 

PD2 (Pastor Dave Stier) 

From Pastor Dave Stier (cont.) 
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• S.A.L.T. 2.0 (for high school) continues on Tuesdays @ 6:30 pm 

• Head 2 Heart confirmation class( (for junior high) continues on Wednesdays @ 

6:15 pm 

• Wacky Sports w/Special Connections will happen on October 5 from 12:30 pm 

to 3:30 pm. They’ll be playing crazy games like toilet bowl and giant volleyball, 

and fellowshipping with some wonderful special needs people. This event quali-

fies for service hours. 

• Stamp Club Fundraiser (October 11 & 12) is a great opportunity to serve and 

help pay for Winter Blast or summer trips! Help serve on the 11th from 3 pm to 

5 pm or on Saturday from 7 am to 3 pm. The opportunity is open to 7th through 

12 grade. 

• Harvest Fest happens on October 25, with service opportunities from 6 pm to 8 

pm as the 7th through 12 grade host carnival style games, candy prizes, and a 

Trunk or Treat. Then at 8:30 pm, there will be a party at the Gathering House 

for F.I.S.H. (7th & 8th grade) and Rebellion (9th-12 grade). This is a free event 

and a great opportunity to serve and then party all on the same evening!  

 

As always, check the youth bulletin boards and youth kiosks for sign up sheets are 

more info. 

Fall Youth Ministry 

Parish Planning Council September 2019 

Here are some highlights from the September 2019 Parish Planning Council meet-

ing:   

 

• As always, the PPC began the meeting with prayer and spent that time in praise 

and thanksgiving for the Lord and who He is to His people. The group also spent 

time in prayer asking for God’s will for our church and our purpose and especially 

for God’s leading during the church’s staffing changes. 

• Each PPC member received a Leadership Manual for this two-year term. The 

group spent time reviewing parts of the manual, which includes information 

about Messiah’s mission, vision, and procedures within the church. 

• The Parish Fellowship board is working on the plans for the celebration dinner to 

honor Pastor Nygard and his wife Karen on Sunday, November 3, 2019. They en-

couraged all to sign up for the dinner on the provided poster in the narthex. The 

dinner will be Scandinavian themed. 

• The Stewardship board reported that boxes for Operation Christmas child will be 

available very soon for the congregation 

• The first Kids’ Night Out program from the Christian Education board will be Sat-

urday, September 28 from 5 to 7 pm.  
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 Sunday School Subs Needed! 

OWLS 

Come join the OWLS (Older, Wise, Loving Seniors) for a great time of fellowship and 

education on October 8 at noon. The menu will be a taco bar, and Sherry Lindstrom, 

who is a Hospice community education nurse, will be sharing the topic “It’s Time to 

Start the Conversation”, which will be about planning your advance care directives 

before a crisis occurs. Questions? Contact the church office. 

Are you tired of money stress? Then you’re ready to join more than five million peo-

ple whose lives have been changed by Financial Peace University (FPU)! This nine-

lesson course taught by Dave Ramsey, Chris Hogan and Rachel Cruze helps you 

work a plan to nail a budget, defeat debt, and free yourself from money worries! 

You’ll join a small group for discussions and lessons—all rooted in biblical wisdom 

and common sense. FPU includes your member workbook and a free year of Finan-

cial Peace Membership, with online tools created to support your journey. For more 

info, contact the church office at 815-741-4488, or email dougpotts03@gmail.com  

Financial Peace University 

MLC will be hosting an al LCMC Illinois Leadership Event in the Spring of 2020. Please be pray-

ing for this event and the opportunity for clergy and congregational leaders to come together to 

seek God’s will for their congregations and the LCMC. More information to come. 

Leadership Event 

We need to add to our substitute teacher pool for Sunday School K-8 classes.  The 

youngest members of our congregation need caring adults to assist them in learning 

about the glory of God.  Curriculum is provided so you don't have to plan anything. 

Just join our classes and have fun!  Please contact Chris Hoelscher at 

cvb72@aol.com or 815-730-8955 if you are interested in helping. 

For Head2Heart, we ask that each student have a parent or guardian sign up for 2 

Sundays. Parent attendance is a great way to support your child(ren) in our 

Head2Heart program. It gives you a chance to experience some of the material, see 

what happens in our classroom, allows you participate in discussions of The Word, 

and it shows that you understand the importance of Sunday School.  Hopefully, you 

will also be able to use the experience to ask questions about what we are learning 

each week. To sign up for these visitation Sundays, go to mlcjoliet.org, click on “Get 

Connected”, then click on “Sunday School Parent Signup”.  

Head2Heart Parent Sign Up 
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Lutefisk, lutefisk, lefse, lefse. We’re from Messiah, YA SORE? YOU BETCHA! 

 

Parish Fellowship is planning a retirement party for Pastor Dave Nygard on November 

3rd. The theme of the event will be a Scandanavian dinner! The planning team needs 

your help to make this celebration a success. 

 

WE are looking for experienced and very novice volunteers to help make lefse, 

krumkakka, kringle, and spritz cookies. There will be four work days: October 12, Octo-

ber 19, and October 26 (all Saturdays) and one weekday night: Monday, October 14. 

We are also looking for lefse griddles and krumkakka irons to use for the work days.  

 

There will be a sign up board in the narthex. Embrace your heritage or learn more 

about Messiah’s roots—Join us! Questions? Call Judy Jelm at (815) 436-2462 

 

 

 

Celebrating the Ministry of Pastor David Nygard 

 

Please join us for a Scandinavian themed potluck to honor Pastor David Nygard and 

his family on Sunday, November 3rd at 12:15 pm.  All are welcomed.  Meat and 

mashed potatoes will be provided.   

 

Please bring a dish to share based on your last name as follows: 

 

A-G: Hot vegetables, H-M: Cold vegetables, N-S: Salads, T-Z: Desserts 

 

Scandinavian dishes welcomed, but not required! 

 

Be sure to let us know you’ll attend by signing up on the poster in the narthex or by 

contacting the church office at 815 741-9983 by October 20th. 

 

Collecting Memories! 

 

After 32+ years of service to Messiah Lutheran Church, Pastor Nygard has been a part 

of many important moments in our lives.  Do you have a special memory, story or pic-

ture of Pastor Nygard that you’d be willing to share?  If so, please give a picture (you 

won’t get it back) or write down your story and give it to the office.  We’ll be putting to-

gether a memory book for Pastor Nygard and we’d love to have your remembrance in-

cluded.  We’ll need these by October 22nd please.   

Preparations for Pr. Nygard’s Party 

Pr. Nygard’s Retirement Party 
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 Distribution Donations 

Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) – do you have an IRA and need to withdraw your 

RMD to avoid penalties?  Please keep in mind that rather than making a cash with-

drawal which increases your taxable ordinary income and could push you into a higher 

tax bracket, you have the option of making a Qualified Charitable Distribution whereby 

your RMD can be transferred directly to a charity of your choosing and exclude the 

amount you donate from your taxable income. Call the office if you’re interested in 

making a distribution directly to Messiah. 

Safety Team Applications 

Thank you to everyone who stopped by our table at The Ministry Fair and viewed the 

DVD on church security. 

 

We are taking applications for a volunteer security team member. The commitment is 

for 3 hours per month. In this role you would agree to volunteer for a specific time 

frame during a service or on Wednesday night.  The job would entail greeting people 

and introducing yourself in addition to walking thru the building during services or 

Wednesday night events, locking doors and observing the parking lot.  Please talk to a 

Safety Team member or Pat Burke if you are interested.   

 

Also, please think about signing up for the AED and CPR class on Saturday. October 

19th from 10 to Noon. Donation of $3.00 to cover the cost of the book.  Contact the 

church office or a Safety Team member. 

 

 

Fall Grief Workshops– Joliet Hospice 

All four sessions take place at Joliet Area Hospice from 6:00– 8:00 PM! 

 

Session one (October 3) Telling Our Story- 

We will discuss the importance of telling our story. Participants will have time to ask panel 

questions. 

 

Session Two (October 10) The Grief Experience-  

We will review common grief reactions and the roller coaster of grief.  Participants will have 

an opportunity to share their own stories. 

 

Session Three (October 17) Coping and Self Care- 

We will focus on the different ways to manage grief reactions and we will have activities for 

participants. 

 

Session Four (October 24) Remembering- 

We will discuss the importance of rituals and their role in continuing the bond with our 

loved ones. 
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Counters   Readers 8 AM 

Date Name   Name Date 

October 6 Cindy Moauro, Judy Fowler   Bev Korby October 6 

October 13 Dana Stier, Gerry Hauge   Ruth Ann Ungeran October 13 

October 20 Brian Wielbik, Dan Stukel  Ina Brixey October 20 

October 27 Gayle Arko, Wayne Lauffer  Marsha Smith October 27 

  S   

Ushers 8 AM  E Readers 9:30 AM 

October 6 Jerry Buchenau, Terry Anderson R Angie Mitchka October 6 

October 13 Don Cyborski, Dave Peterson V Doug Potts October 13 

October 20 Wayne Lauffer, Bob Miller I Jeff Holmes October 20 

October 27 Craig Stone, Mike Joho N Kathy Thomason October 27 

Ushers 9:30 AM  G Readers 11 AM 

October 6 Bill Unyi, Lou Mahalik  Lori Spielman October 6 

October 13 Judy Queen, Jeff Holmes  Harold Stier October 20 

October 20 Bob Arko. Roger Gordon  Greeters 8 AM 

October 27 Aimee Gipes, Stephanie Gregoles  Kathy Mueller October 6 

  A Ruth Ann Ungeran October 13 

Ushers 11 AM T Darlene Matison, Nancy Bertnik October 20 

October 6 Gary Phillips, Harold Stier   Marge Christensen, Sandy Peterson October 27 

October 13 Gary Ally, Phil & Alex Pribnow    

October 20 Doug & Janet Potts                        Greeters 9:30 AM  

October 27 Mike Scarelli, Darryl Hoelscher  Bev Korby October 6 

  M Bob & Gayle Arko October 13 

Communion Assistants 8 AM E Sheldon & Marjie Nicol  October 20 

October 6 Ray Brixey, Marsha Smith S Darryl & Cindi Souza October 27 

October 13 Greg & Deb Dole S   

October 20 Dave & Sandi Peterson I  Greeters 11 AM 

October 27 Randi Ling, Brian Werner A Pat Haaksma, Linda Frey October 6 

  H Kim Ciuffini October 13 

Communion Assistants 9:30 AM  Summar Evans October 20 

October 6 
Linda Hawkinson, Angie Mitchka, 
 Doug Potts 

 Sharon Morton October 27 

October 20 
Aimee Gipes, Allan Lundeen,  
Teryl Lundeen 

   

Communion Assistants 11 AM  

Would you like to help serve?  
Call the Church Office at 815-741-4488   

October 6 Gary Ally, Allison Capps, Tammie Terry  

October 20 Harold Stier, Donna Stier  
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October 1 

Bre Alberico 

Betty Corlew 

Alan & Jane Costello 

Morgan Maser 

October 2 

Tony & Julie Ferenzi 

Casey & Cindy Moauro 

October 3 

Luci Bosserdet 

Joseph Bravo 

Emily Burnetti 

Linda Hallberg 

Alexander Jenkins 

October 4 

David Blish 

Esther Mackey 

October 5 

Jack Magrini 

Joy McClintock 

McKenna Murphy 

Brooklyn Steffen 

October 6 

Laurel & Herb Alexander 

Terrence & Jennifer Collins 

Kit & Trish Gillman 

Violetta Haglund 

October 7 

Mark & Anne Ogle 

Brandon & Megan Vainowski 

October 8 

Grace Rogina 

Larry & Elizabeth Warwick 

Jill Wieher 

October 9 

George Attaway 

Gavin Baikie 

Glen & Deborah Johnson 

Michael Konow 

Darlene Matison 

Rudy & Stacy Trizna 

Michael & Jeanette Wegemer 

October 10 

Ronald & Barbara Dodd 

October 11 

Bill & Kim Bretwisch 

Alex Brozman 

October Birthdays & Anniversaries 
October 11 Continued 

Chris Johnson 

Mason & Brenna Luebbing 

October 12 

Alan Bond 

William Fox 

Sarah Miller 

Mediko Moore 

Brian Wassenaar 

October 13 

Margaret Smith  

Jaqueline Ward 

October 14 

Collette Kosinski 

Kris Weiss 

October 15 

Karen Leonard 

Vickie Skinner 

October 16 

Linda Frey 

Abygail Michalski 

Heather Thomason 

October 17 

Michael & Heather Brown 

Sue Colwell 

Benjamin Ras 

Nathan Uthe 

October 18 

Jonathan Beavis 

Marissa Hagburg 

Tom & Kristen Michalski 

October 19 

Pat Anderson  

Bob & Brooke Berdelle 

Dana Johnson 

John Kosinkski 

Earl & Mary Mcdonald 

Joey Treptow  

October 20 

Jaimi Curtis 

Tana Evers 

Ron Hanouw 

Lynn Jelm 

October 21 

Ken & Kerri Courtright 

Brayden Lindstrom 

Dan & Jane Stukel 

October 22 

Julie Blish  

Emily Poole 

David & Ruth Silverman 

Lindsay Smith 

October 23 

Thomas Burke 

October 24 

Tori Fritz 

Blake Martin 

Lucas & Elizabeth McDonald 

Ruth Michael 

Wayne & Cynthia Nevsimal 

Michael & Suzanne Prybell 

Travis & Tonya Thieme 

Cullen Willis 

October 25 

Ashley Christensen 

Madison Christensen 

Ethan Gerovac 

Marie Hohisel 

Michael Mills 

Lauren Potts 

Kate Richmond 

Brian & Laura Snider 

Jillian Steffen 

October 26 

Charles Anderson 

Joshua Enix 

Doug & Linda Hawkinson 

Dan Knudsen 

Lynn Tapella 

Marilyn Thompson 

Addison Valkovich 

October 27 

David & Sandy Abday 

Sarah Colwell 

Dave & Nancy Dusak  

Kit Gillman 

Spencer Sleyko 

October 28 

Anna Fiday 

Carol Witte 

October 29 

Jerry Allbert 

Robert Bajt 

Sydni Boe 

Sharon Wiley 

Karen Zuehlke 

October 30 

Heidi Aleksic 

Daniel Heinzel 

October 31 

Nancy Bertnik 

Ashley Smith 
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