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Call To Worship-Worship Team 

 
Welcome/Announcements 

 
Worship Through Songs 

 
Worship Through Confession & Giving 

Text prayer requests to 815-483-1814 
 

Children’s Message—Brian Phipps 
 

Worship Through Hearing God’s Word 
 
 
 

                                                                                                       MESSAGE          
                                                                                              “A Real Good Thing”  
                                                                                               By Pastor David Stier 
                                                                                            (Copies of this sermon and  
                                                                    others can be found online  
                                                                                       at mlcjoliet.org)   
    

 
 
 
 
 

Worship Through Song 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Communion 
 

Worship Through the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Closing Song 

WORSHIP TODAY 
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TODAY’S SCRIPTURE 

OUR OLD TESTAMENT LESSON 
Job 2:1-10 (NLT)  
Reader: Molly Hoover 
 
2 One day the members of the heavenly court came again to present themselves before the Lord, and 
the Accuser, Satan, came with them. 2 “Where have you come from?” the Lord asked Satan. Satan an-
swered the Lord, “I have been patrolling the earth, watching everything that’s going on.” 3 Then 
the Lord asked Satan, “Have you noticed my servant Job? He is the finest man in all the earth. He is 
blameless—a man of complete integrity. He fears God and stays away from evil. And he has maintained 
his integrity, even though you urged me to harm him without cause.” 

4 Satan replied to the Lord, “Skin for skin! A man will give up everything he has to save his life. 5 But reach 
out and take away his health, and he will surely curse you to your face!” 6 “All right, do with him as you 
please,” the Lord said to Satan. “But spare his life.” 7 So Satan left the Lord’s presence, and he struck Job 
with terrible boils from head to foot. 8 Job scraped his skin with a piece of broken pottery as he sat 
among the ashes. 9 His wife said to him, “Are you still trying to maintain your integrity? Curse God and 
die.” 10 But Job replied, “You talk like a foolish woman. Should we accept only good things from the hand 
of God and never anything bad?” So in all this, Job said nothing wrong. 

OUR EPISTLE LESSON 
Colossians 1:15-23 (NLT) 
 
15 Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. He existed before anything was created and is supreme 
over all creation, 16 for through him God created everything in the heavenly realms and on earth. He 
made the things we can see and the things we can’t see—such as thrones, kingdoms, rulers, and authori-
ties in the unseen world. Everything was created through him and for him. 17 He existed before anything 
else, and he holds all creation together. 18 Christ is also the head of the church, which is his body. He is 
the beginning, supreme over all who rise from the dead. So he is first in everything. 19 For God in all his 
fullness was pleased to live in Christ, 20 and through him God reconciled everything to himself. He made 
peace with everything in heaven and on earth by means of Christ’s blood on the cross. 

21 This includes you who were once far away from God. You were his enemies, separated from him by 
your evil thoughts and actions. 22 Yet now he has reconciled you to himself through the death of Christ in 
his physical body. As a result, he has brought you into his own presence, and you are holy and blameless 
as you stand before him without a single fault. 23 But you must continue to believe this truth and stand 
firmly in it. Don’t drift away from the assurance you received when you heard the Good News. The Good 
News has been preached all over the world, and I, Paul, have been appointed as God’s servant to pro-
claim it. 
 
OUR NEW TESTAMENT LESSON 
Revelation 2:1-7 (NLT) 
 
1 “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Ephesus. This is the message from the one who holds the 
seven stars in his right hand, the one who walks among the seven gold lampstands: 
2 “I know all the things you do. I have seen your hard work and your patient endurance. I know you don’t 
tolerate evil people. You have examined the claims of those who say they are apostles but are not. You 
have discovered they are liars. 3 You have patiently suffered for me without quitting. 
4 “But I have this complaint against you. You don’t love me or each other as you did at first! 5 Look how far 
you have fallen! Turn back to me and do the works you did at first. If you don’t repent, I will come and 
remove your lampstand from its place among the churches. 6 But this is in your favor: You hate the evil 
deeds of the Nicolaitans, just as I do. 7 “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand 
what he is saying to the churches. To everyone who is victorious I will give fruit from the tree of life in the 
paradise of God.                                                                                              
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MLC NEWS 

 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT LENTEN SERVICES 

Lenten services continue on Wednesdays at 6:30 until March 24.  The Lenten sermons 
will be focusing on practices that we undertake to get closer to God. The 2021 Lenten 

offerings will be donated to Center Lake Bible Camp and Lutheran World Relief.  Please 
join us for these special worship times.  

 
CONNECTION CARD 

Stay connected with Messiah Lutheran. Fill out the green connection card in the pew in 
front of you, or go to bit.ly/MLCConnect to fill out our online connection card. 

 
ONLINE GIVING 

Online giving is an easy way to give to MLC, and there are three ways to do it: 
1) Follow this link: messiahlutheranchurch.churchcenter.com/giving 

2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet and choose to use either 
your debit/credit card or automatic bank withdrawal.  

3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES FOR FEBRUARY 
Please make your reservation for what service you plan to attend at  

mlcjoliet.org.  The 8:00 and 9:30 services are streamed live as well, and there will be 
overflow in the narthex for on campus services if we surpass the 70 person threshold. 
Other non-religious or non-educational building usage will be encouraged to follow 
both state and church-posted protocols. If you’d like a standing reservation at one of 

the services, call the office or email Lloyd at worship@mlcjoliet.org and we will put you 
on the standing reservation list.   

 
GET INVOLVED 

 
ALTAR GUILD 

Is your heart calling you to become more involved at Messiah, but daily time con-
straints make it difficult? Join the setup team known as the Altar Guild. It is an oppor-

tunity and a privilege to prepare the worship space for the gathering of God’s family in 
worship. And, with enough volunteers you'd only be asked to serve  8-12 weeks out of 
the year. The First Team: sets up Communion for the Sunday 8:00 a.m. service (can be 
done Saturday before noon) and resets for the 9:30 a.m. service. Second Team: resets 

after the 9:30 a.m. service for the 11:00 a.m. service and cleans up after the ser-
vice. Individuals, couples, and families are invited to join this ministry. Please contact 
Nan Dusak at nldusak@comcast.net or 630.890.9958 for more information or to sign 

up. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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DAYBREAK SHELTER 
Because of Covid-19, Daybreak Shelter is now collecting and delivering them instead 
of packaging them. We are still accepting donations of these items during normal of-
fice hours, Monday through Friday, 9 am to 5 pm. We need donations of individually 

wrapped snacks, instant oatmeal, hot chocolate packets, cereal boxes (small) and fruit. 
 

BLOOD DRIVE (Sunday, February 28 from 8:30 am to 12:30 pm) 
Messiah will be hosting a blood drive. Your support of blood drives helps save lives 

and helps us fulfill our mission as a church! Someone needs blood every three seconds 
– just think of the impact you’d be making in the lives of people across Illinois.  Sched-

ule your appointment at bit.ly/MLCDrive. 
 

LIL LOVES 
Lil Loves Ministry is a new ministry at Messiah, and its aim is to come alongside under-

served parents and babies in the Tri-county area. The goal is to let them feel known 
and loved and help meet the basic needs of the baby. The store, located in the Gather-
ing House, will be available to attend on an appointment basis and there will also be 
distribution events. They will post on the Lil Loves (@lillovesmlc) and MLC FB page 

when they are open to the public. Right now, Lil Loves needs your donations of dia-
pers, formula, wipes, and other baby and family items to build up stock in the store. 
They are planning their first distribution event for sometime in March. If you'd like to 

donate, please place your items in the Pack 'n' Play in the narthex.   

 
MLC CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

 
AWANA (Wednesdays, online) 

Awana looks a little different, but the goal of teaching children the word of God and 
training them to serve Him will remain.  It’s virtual Awana, with weekly releases includ-
ing worship time, group lessons and bible verse memorization. We’ll be sure to meet 
in a large area and practice social distancing. It’s for Preschool - 6

th
 grade. Make sure 

to join Remind to get the latest Awana updates. To join, simply text @awanamlc to 
81010 or go to remind.com/join/awanamlc. Get links to Awana videos at mlcjoliet.org/

awana. 
 

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL (Begins Sunday, March 7 at 9:30 am) 
If you’re in kindergarten through sixth grade, join this group for Sunday school in the 

Family Life Center. Social distancing and other safety protocols will be followed.  
 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR (Begins Sunday, March 7 after Sunday School) 
Kids, join us for a fun time of singing and praising God! We will be restarting children’s 
choir on the same day as Sunday school in the FLC. Contact Sherry Unyi at bookkeep-

er@mlcjoliet.org for details. 
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MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 

 
MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

We’re back in the building for Sunday school for middle and high school students (7th-
12th grade) every Sunday. We’re doing it both in-person and on Zoom. We meet upstair-

sin the Awana area. Contact Brian at brian@mlcjoliet.org for a link to Zoom Sunday 
school. 

 
MASK FUNDRAISER 

Purchase fabulous masks today and help the MLC Youth raise funds. “Faith” and “Hope” 
masks come in a pack of 2 for $15. Purchases can be made in the narthex. 

 
FIRST COMMUNION (Begins February 28) 

The classes will be held for five weeks during the Sunday School hour. First communion 
will be served at the Maundy Thursday service on April 1st at 6:30 p.m. Please register at 

bit.ly/1stCommMLC if you plan to attend. Questions? Contact Pastor Stier at pas-
tor.stier@mlcjoliet.org. 

 
DATE NIGHT FUNDRAISERS (March 12 & April 30 from 6 pm to 10 pm) 

Parents! Do you need a date night? On these two nights the student ministry will watch 
your kiddos for a donation while you enjoy an evening out. This service is available for all 
students 7th grade and under. We will have games, movies, day care and food. Parents, 

contact Brian at brian@mlcjoliet.org to sign up.  
 

PIZZA FUNDRAISER (March 28th) 
Similar to the pie fundraiser, the student ministry will be making pizzas to sell for March 
28th. They can be ordered via our website on the student ministry page or using enve-

lopes in our bulletins. Cheese is $9, pepperoni is $10 and supreme is $11. Orders are due 
by Thursday, March 25. Students will be in the kitchen Saturday, March 27th from 10am-
1pm making the pizzas. We will hand them out Sunday, March 28th in between services.  

 
CENTER LAKE BIBLE CAMP (August 8th-13th) 

Hey students (and parents): We’re headed back to CLBC! This week of camp is for students 
going into 5th-9th grade. Parents can sign the students up themselves at centerlake.org 
and get a discount by using the code CHURCH. You can get more details by emailing Bri-

an at brian@mlcjoliet.org or by watching the video at bit.ly/MLCCenterLake. 

 
EVENTS 

 
WALKING IN FAITH (Wednesdays at 11 am) 

For the foreseeable future, this group will walking at the Joliet mall at 11 am. Email Sherri 
at bookkeeper@mlcjoliet.org for more info.  
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PARENTING STUDY LIFE GROUP (Sunday at 6:00 pm) 
Tom Bond is leading a study through the book “Tough Guys and Drama Queens” for 

parents of teenagers. The group is meeting at 6:00 pm. Please email  
pastor.stier@mlcjoliet to let us know your interest in the group.  

 
PRAYER GROUP (Thursdays at 10 am)  

In the sanctuary and on Zoom platform. Email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for more in-
formation. 

 
VITAL SIGNS STUDY LIFE GROUP (Begins Monday, March 1 at 6:30 pm) 

In four Bible study sessions, Erwin McManus teaches how we can reclaim our spiritual 
health by examining how our faith affects us physically, emotionally, and relationally. 
This group will meet on Zoom or in-person at MLC. Contact the church at 815-741-

4488 to sign up! Make 2021 your healthiest year yet! 
 

MOSAIC (Begins Sunday, March 7 at 9:30 am) 
Mosaic is a “next level” Life Group ministry for 18-20 somethings AKA Mosaics or Mil-

lennials.  Mosaic not only describes the diverse age, status and backgrounds of this 
group but also the many ways to live a life of worship. Mosaic focuses on a life of wor-

ship through; service, fellowship, prayer, and music, all the while discussing Biblical 
truths. Their next study is about the names of Jesus. In this six-session series, Dr. Tony 
Evans journeys around the stomping grounds of Jesus in the land of Israel and pre-

sents a complete picture of the Incarnate God. By teaching on each of the major 
names of Jesus, Tony brings us face-to-face with the Second Person of the Trinity.  To 

join this group, simply come to the study at the Mosaic room (the classroom off of the 
fellowship hall).  

 
INSIGHT ADULT BIBLE STUDY (Begins Sunday, March 7 at 9:30 am) 

We are ready to start up our Insight Sunday school again and we couldn’t be more ex-
cited. We will be meeting in the Fellowship Hall. Stay tuned for more details on topics 

and teachers.  
 

THRIVING IN BABYLON STUDY LIFE GROUP (Begins Tuesday, March 9) 
This study is every Tuesday night for 6 weeks @ 6:30pm , in person at the Wegemers 
and on Zoom. Note: You will need to sign up for Right Now Media to join this group 
(It's free to Messiah people). The study is about spiritually surviving in an increas-

ingly spiritually hostile environment using the wisdom of Daniel.  Contact the 
church office at office.manager@mlcjoliet.org if you plan on attending. 

 
MEET THE STAFF (Sunday, March 14 at 12:15 pm) 

We’d love for you to come and spend some time with the pastors and staff of Messiah 
on Sunday, March 14. Expect a time of good fellowship, good food and good conver-

sation. Call or email the office if you plan on coming at worship@mlcjoliet.org. 
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STEWARDSHIP VERSE OF THE WEEK 

James 1:17    
“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father 

of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.” 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
If you would like to purchase altar flowers, please call the church office or sign up 

in the church narthex.  
 

MESSIAH WEDNESDAY LENTEN & HOLY WEEK SERVICES 
All Wednesday services at 6:30 pm 

February 17-March 24 
April 1 (Maundy Thursday) at 6:30 pm 

April 2 (Good Friday) at 6:30 pm 
April 4 (Easter Sunday) at 6:30, 8, 9:30 and 11 am 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP &  
ATTENDANCE 

 

LAST WEEK: 
8:00 am: 40 
9:30 am: 30 
11:00 am: 67 

 
Online: 302 

 
All online counts are estimates only. 

2020 BUDGET 

 
Yearly Operating Budget: $673,238 
Average Need Each Week: $12,946 

Received last week: $6,913 
Received year-to-date: $60,687 
Needed year-to-date: $90,628 

 

 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 

TODAY (February 21) 
8 am Worship/Online Worship 

9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 
9:30 am MS & HS Sunday School 

11 am Worship 
MONDAY (February 22) 

8 am Cornerstone Homeschool 
TUESDAY (February 23) 

9 am Memory Bears 
6:30 pm S.A.L.T. 

WEDNESDAY (February 24) 
8 am Classic Conversations Homeschool 

6:30 pm Parenting Life Group 
6:30 pm Lenten service 

THURSDAY (February 25) 
10 am Prayer Group 

11:30 am Staff Meeting 
FRIDAY (February 26) 

N/A 
SATURDAY (February 27) 

9 am Worship Team Rehearsal 
NEXT SUNDAY (February 28) 
8:00 Worship/Online Worship 
9:30 am 1st Communion Class 

9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 
9:30 am MS & HS Sunday School 

11 am Worship 
 


