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John 20:13-17, 19-25 

Dear woman, why are you crying?” the angels asked her. 

“Because they have taken away my Lord,” she replied, “and I 
don’t know where they have put him.” 

14 She turned to leave and saw someone standing there. It was 
Jesus, but she didn’t recognize him. 15 “Dear woman, why are you 
crying?” Jesus asked her. “Who are you looking for?” 

She thought he was the gardener. “Sir,” she said, “if you have 
taken him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will go and 
get him.” 

16 “Mary!” Jesus said. She turned to him and cried out, “Rabboni!” 
(which is Hebrew for “Teacher”). 

17 “Don’t cling to me,” Jesus said, “for I haven’t yet ascended to 
the Father. But go find my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending 
to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” That 
Sunday evening the disciples were meeting behind locked doors 
because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders. Suddenly, Jesus 
was standing there among them! “Peace be with you,” he 
said. 20 As he spoke, he showed them the wounds in his hands and 
his side. They were filled with joy when they saw the 
Lord! 21 Again he said, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent 
me, so I am sending you.” 22 Then he breathed on them and 
said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, they 
are forgiven. If you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 

24 One of the twelve disciples, Thomas (nicknamed the Twin), was 
not with the others when Jesus came. 25 They told him, “We have 
seen the Lord!” 
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But he replied, “I won’t believe it unless I see the nail wounds in 
his hands, put my fingers into them, and place my hand into the 
wound in his side.” 

1 Peter 1:3-7  

All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is by his 
great mercy that we have been born again, because God raised 
Jesus Christ from the dead. Now we live with great 
expectation, 4 and we have a priceless inheritance—an inheritance 
that is kept in heaven for you, pure and undefiled, beyond the 
reach of change and decay. 5 And through your faith, God is 
protecting you by his power until you receive this salvation, which 
is ready to be revealed on the last day for all to see. 

6 So be truly glad. There is wonderful joy ahead, even though you 
must endure many trials for a little while. 7 These trials will show 
that your faith is genuine. It is being tested as fire tests and 
purifies gold—though your faith is far more precious than mere 
gold. So when your faith remains strong through many trials, it 
will bring you much praise and glory and honor on the day when 
Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole world. 

 

Jesus Has Risen! Believe It or Not! 
 

   
He has Risen, He has risen indeed! 
Wow what a time we are living in, eh? Can you believe it’s been 
just over a year since we were forced to live with this virus? 
Remember last Easter? It was a strange one, wasn’t it? We were 
unable able to worship all together in-person under one roof. But 
that didn’t stop us, did it?  



PASTOR DAVID STIER 

4/4/21 

Jesus Has Risen! Believe It or Not! 

 

Sermon manuscript not edited for publishing. 

 
3 

Would you have believed me if I had told you a few years ago that 
people will spend the better part of a year locked in their homes, 
or that mankind could create and start distribution of a vaccine in 
less than a year, or that we would all be worshiping in our PJ’s 
sipping our coffee on our couches for Easter 2020? Or how about 
that people would be wearing facemask out in public and if you 
didn’t you would be the one getting strange looks and maybe 
even in trouble? Sometimes things are hard to believe until you 
experience them. Until then you have to just take them on faith.  
But that’s the great thing about Christianity, it’s not a blind faith 
that is required. You don’t have to check your brain at the door. 
On this glorious morning I want to share the reasons we have for 
hope and belief. 
 
Hope for the Hopeless. 
We live in a world where many foundations are crumbling. Many 
institutions are fading. People that we admired and respected are 
being exposed as predators and frauds. Natural disasters have 
become more costly and are being hyped like never before. And in 
our lives, trouble abounds. Our way of life and our faith are 
constantly under attack.  
Now, hope is based on the expectation that things can get better. 
But in our world, it seems like things just keep getting worse. Even 
for Christians, it is easy to fall into despair. 
 
Despair is nothing new, and neither is the remedy. In today’s 
Epistle, Peter argues that because of Christ’s resurrection we are 
able to be born anew and therefore are not bound to a false 
hope. Instead, we are bound to a living hope!  
 
Despite our trials now and in the past, we can rejoice in the 
inheritance we have been promised. But how can we trust this 
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hope? The apostle Paul challenged some among the church at 
Corinth who denied the resurrection. Paul argues, if Christ has not 
risen from the dead, then Christians are to be pitied above 
everyone and we have no true basis for our hope (1 Corinthians 15:12-19). 

But, he affirms the resurrection is true! 
In the darkness of despair, the Bible has a message for the world: 
there is hope, and that hope is the person of Jesus Christ. 
No matter what challenges come our way, we can rest assured 
that there is a reason for the hope within us. (1 Peter 3:15) 
 
Special Effects Aren’t Just for Movies 
For most people, someone returning from the dead is confined to 
special effects and movies and couldn’t really happen (IRL) in 
‘real’ life. I’d say that’s probably how most in our world feel. 
 
They find a story about a resurrection after 3 days difficult to 
grasp. That’s why it’s so good that we have historical facts and 
resources that can give us a reasoned faith, not just blind faith, 
that Jesus did come back from the dead.  
One of the common tactics’ skeptics use to deny the physical 
resurrection of Jesus Christ is to say that “since none of us were 
there, no one can really say what happened 2000 years ago.” 
  
While there is some truth to that statement, it’s an illogical 
argument against something having been documented in history.  
Here’s why. None of us were also around when George 
Washington was President, so technically, we can’t “prove” he 
was President, however, if there is enough historical 
documentation attesting to his Presidency and corroborated 
historically by enough eyewitnesses, combined with absolutely no 
documented claims denying these facts, logic demands we accept 
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his Presidency as historically true. To deny this would be illogical 
and unscientific. 
 
The same holds true for the resurrection of Jesus. Skeptics, of 
course, have a tendency to discount the Biblical accounts because 
the Bible is “just a religious book”, but that is not true.  
In addition to being the Word of God, the Bible also happens to be 
a book of history, documenting by eyewitnesses the actual events 
of that time in history.  
History records from eyewitnesses that Jesus Christ actually died 
and then 3 days later rose from the dead and was seen by over 
500 men over a span of 40 days.  
 
But skeptics will still refuse to accept this by coming up with 
hypothetical theories to explain away the resurrection. Some 
critics of the resurrection want to have their cake and eat it too 
when it comes to claiming trust in the Historical accuracy of the 
Bible but not in the resurrection.  
 
But Paul makes it clear that it doesn’t work that way.  
“For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that 
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was 
buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the 
Scriptures, and that he appeared to Peter; and then to the Twelve. 
After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers 
at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some 
have fallen asleep. And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching 
is useless and so is your faith. And if Christ has not been raised, 
your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. Then those also who 
have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. If only for this life we have 
hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men. (1 Corinthians 

15:3-6, 14, 17-19) 
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These verses are the words of the Apostle Paul, and they are 
written to answer the critics at the church in Corinth who were 
just like the people today, the ones who don’t believe that 
resurrection from the dead is possible.  
 
Did you notice the line “After that, he appeared to more than five 
hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still 
living, though some have fallen asleep”?  
So, Paul answers them; if you don’t believe me go ask them for 
yourselves. You see Joe right over there? He was there. I see Tim, 
you can ask him too. As a matter of fact, there are hundreds of 
people you can go ask as eyewitnesses if you really want to know 
what’s going on. 
 
The Bible, specifically the Old Testament, made specific and clear 
predictions and prophecies about Jesus coming back from the 
dead. If he didn’t then the Bible is full of mistakes and lies.  
 
The Facts Ma’am, Just the Facts 
Some people claim that Jesus didn’t actually die, he just fainted 
from exhaustion. Then the coolness of the cave at night revived 
him. There are a lot of problems here and I could spend all my 
time dispelling this lie.    
Just a few things we know from “historians” not just the Bible: 
• The Romans made a science out of killing people. They were 
very good at it and if they wanted, they were good at making it 
take a very long time. While they didn’t create death by 
crucifixion it is said that they perfected it! 
 
 I’m not trying to gross anyone out here but when they were 
breaking the legs of the criminals that Friday to speed up the 
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process, so they could be taken down before the Sabbath started 
at sundown, one of the centurions noticed Jesus was already 
dead. So, to be sure another centurion says, “hey stick a fork in 
him to make sure he’s done”.  
Ok, maybe that’s not how he said it but that’s the reality. Have 
you ever been around people who deal with death all the time? 
They tend to be casual, coarse or flippant? It’s a coping process. 
So they pierced his side with a spear and the blood came out but 
so did water. When the human body dies it releases water from 
the cells that’s why it wasn’t just blood. Jesus was dead. 
• More strong evidence that dispels the claim that Jesus’ 
followers simply came and took the body. “The centurions were 
paid to lie about falling asleep and then protected from the 
repercussions somehow.” If you were serving in the army of Rome 
there was a very severe penalty for falling asleep on the job. Do 
you know what it was? It was called the fustuarium( Fast-u arium). 
This is carried out as follows: The tribune takes a cudgel and 
lightly touches the condemned man with it, whereupon all the 
soldiers fall upon him with clubs and stones, and usually kill him.i 
If by some chance he didn’t die, he was forbidden to ever return 
to his homeland under the penalty of death to him and his whole 
family. As we read not just the Biblical account of the crucifixion 
but also that of the Jewish Historian Josephus and Roman 
historian and senator Tacitus, we see this play out. 
 
• Another strange thing; the women were eyewitnesses and 
the first on the scene. If the accounts had been made up, no 
ancient author would have used women for witnesses (No offence 
ladies but you have to understand the society at that time) also 
how could they have moved the capstone? 
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• There was a huge stone that was moved uphill. We’re not 
talking about a small boulder here. This was a 3,000-4,000-pound 
massive hunk of mountain that was supposed to stay where they 
put it. It didn’t. It was moved and not by a few older women or 
sleeping guards or the disciples while the guards “slept”. 
  
• Finally, the disciples make themselves look bad in the 
Gospels? Think about it, if you were going to make up a story, 
wouldn’t you present yourself in somewhat of a positive light? 
The disciples painted themselves as sniveling cowards lacking in 
faith. Remember there were over 500 people who saw Jesus after 
He came back from the dead. Some of whom they could just go 
ask if they wanted.  
 
So, if he didn’t come back, the Bible is wrong, and over 500 
people, including all the disciples, were all willing to risk their lives 
and lie about the resurrected Jesus. As hard as it seems to 
imagine someone coming back from the grave after three days, in 
this case it’s even harder to imagine how Jesus could have stayed 
in the grave. The historical proof, changed lives, and the 
consequences in life if he did stay in the grave, should give us the 
confidence each day that our faith is as solid as it could get, and 
one day we get to be with Jesus in heaven. 
 
Believe It or Not! 
There is a very interesting old book I was reminded of this past 
year with so many strange things happening. It's called "Believe It 
or Not" and it was written by Robert Ripley. Mr. Ripley enjoyed 
collecting strange and amazing bits of information which, 
although they seem unbelievable, were true. He first published his 
amazing facts as cartoons in the newspaper, but they became so 
popular that they were published in book form, made into radio 
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and television programs, and there is even a chain of "Believe It or 
Not" museums. Let me read some examples of some of the 
amazing things you will find in his book. 
 
Joann Barnes, a fifteen-year-old from California, once swung sixty-
eight hula-hoops on her body at the same time! Can you believe 
that? I can't even keep one hula-hoop going. I think I would have 
to see that to believe it! 
 
Listen to this one. A man by the name of James Cook once had a 
chicken that laid a perfectly square egg. Now, I have seen white 
eggs, brown eggs, even spotted eggs, but I have never seen a 
square egg. Have you? I think I'd have to see it to believe it! Ok, in 
all truth I’ve seen a square egg but not one still in the shell. 
 
Here's one I'll bet you didn't know. The world's largest hotdog was 
over 3,000 feet long, weighed 885 pounds, and took 103 butchers 
to carry it? Now that's a lot of baloney! I don't know if I believe 
that or not. In fact, Ripley’s book is filled things that are very hard 
for me to believe. But do you know what? If it's true, it's true, 
whether I believe it or not! 
 
On the Sunday that Jesus rose from the grave, he appeared to a 
group of his disciples. One of the disciples, whose name was 
Thomas, was not with them. When the disciples told Thomas that 
they had seen Jesus and that he was alive, Thomas said, "I won't 
believe it until I see it with my own eyes. I want to put my finger 
in the nail-prints in his hands -- and place my hand where the 
spear was thrust into his side. 
 
What happened a week later? Thomas saw Jesus. Jesus invited 
Thomas to touch his hands where the nails had been. He told 
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Thomas to put his hand in the wound in his side. Then Thomas 
believed!  
Jesus said to him, "Because you have seen me, you have believed. 
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed." 
 
A lot of people today won't believe that Jesus really rose from the 
grave because they haven't seen Him with their own two eyes. Do 
you know what? It is true whether they believe it or not! You and I 
have never seen Jesus, we have to accept Him by faith. The 
question is, will you believe it -- or not? 
 
As we go on in our day, celebrating the risen LORD! I encourage 
you to stop and pray. Pray for yourselves and for others; pray that 
we may hold onto the hope of the resurrected Jesus and ask God 
to make us vessels of His hope for others.  
 

 
i https://spartacus-educational.com/ROMarmy.htm 


