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Subject: Christian living 
Central theme: Joining Jesus - through your Social Life 
Objective: God can and will use you in your social life; if you remember these three simple 
truths. 
Rational:  
God’s love is about helping you be better. 
Your past no longer matters. 
God wants you to become spiritually alive. 
 
Resources: Quote from JOHNO. T.M.I.W.2B. pg 27&31, 3 circles illustration  

 
Evaluation:  
 

Readings:  Proverbs 3:1-7 & 21-28, 1 Corinthians 2:1-9  
 
Proverbs 3:1-7 & 21-28 
My child, never forget the things I have taught you. 

    Store my commands in your heart. 
2 If you do this, you will live many years, 

    and your life will be satisfying. 
3 Never let loyalty and kindness leave you! 

    Tie them around your neck as a reminder. 

    Write them deep within your heart. 
4 Then you will find favor with both God and people, 

    and you will earn a good reputation. 
5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart; 

    do not depend on your own understanding. 
6 Seek his will in all you do, 

    and he will show you which path to take. 
7 Don’t be impressed with your own wisdom. 

    Instead, fear the LORD and turn away from evil. 

 
21 My child, don’t lose sight of common sense and discernment. 

    Hang on to them, 
22 for they will refresh your soul. 

    They are like jewels on a necklace. 
23 They keep you safe on your way, 

    and your feet will not stumble. 
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24 You can go to bed without fear; 

    you will lie down and sleep soundly. 
25 You need not be afraid of sudden disaster 

    or the destruction that comes upon the wicked, 
26 for the LORD is your security. 

    He will keep your foot from being caught in a trap. 
27 Do not withhold good from those who deserve it 

    when it’s in your power to help them. 
28 If you can help your neighbor now, don’t say, 

    “Come back tomorrow, and then I’ll help you.” 

 
1 Corinthians 2:1-9 
When I first came to you, dear brothers and sisters, I didn’t use lofty words and impressive 

wisdom to tell you God’s secret plan. 2 For I decided that while I was with you I would forget 

everything except Jesus Christ, the one who was crucified. 3 I came to you in weakness—

timid and trembling. 4 And my message and my preaching were very plain. Rather than using 

clever and persuasive speeches, I relied only on the power of the Holy Spirit. 5 I did this so 

you would trust not in human wisdom but in the power of God. 

6 Yet when I am among mature believers, I do speak with words of wisdom, but not the kind 

of wisdom that belongs to this world or to the rulers of this world, who are soon 

forgotten. 7 No, the wisdom we speak of is the mystery of God—his plan that was previously 

hidden, even though he made it for our ultimate glory before the world began. 8 But the 

rulers of this world have not understood it; if they had, they would not have crucified our 

glorious Lord. 9 That is what the Scriptures mean when they say, 

“No eye has seen, no ear has heard, 

    and no mind has imagined 

what God has prepared 

    for those who love him.” 
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God can and will use you in your social life; if you remember these 
three simple truths. 
 
1st Truth: God’s love is about helping you be better. 

While I was in Bible College, a school of thought became extremely 
popular in the Christian world. Its main tenets assert that God does not 
see the sins people commit, that confession is unnecessary, and that 
repentance is a form of legalism. Its goal, apparently, is to make 
Christianity easy. It allows for behaviors and excesses that traditional 
orthodoxy views as unbiblical, and it portrays God only as a supreme 
being who wants life to be fun and free from any kind of discipline or 
difficulty. 

Although I realize many people are attracted to this type of movement, 
its theology focuses too much on certain aspects of the gospel 
message, such as God’s great grace and abundant mercy, while 
completely ignoring others, such as the need for acknowledgment, 
confession, and repentance of sin. This kind of thinking results in an 
unbalanced view of God and a faulty view of what a healthy, thriving 
relationship with God ought to be. 

I mention this because any time people view God as a cosmic feel-good 
machine, they miss out on a rich and vital aspect of His love. You may 
be thinking, What? Isn’t God’s love all about helping me feel 
better? No not really. God’s love is about helping you be better.  

God’s love is about helping you become a stronger, wiser, more 
compassionate, more whole person equipped to fulfill His great plans 
for your life. 

Sometimes the best thing that can happen to us is something we would 
describe as painful or difficult. This is because problems and crises are 
often God’s chosen tools to develop character in us.  
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When He allows these situations in our lives, it’s not just to build our 
character, but also to build our character so we are equipped for the 
next level of destiny and greatness He has for us. 

I’m convinced your best days are ahead of you, not behind you. I know 
this because 1 Corinthians 2:9 says, “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, 
and no mind has imagined what God has prepared for those who love 
him” (NLT). You can be sure God has prepared great things for you, 
things so good you cannot even imagine them. 

Those things are prepared for you, so the question becomes: Are you 
prepared for them? In other words, are you ready to handle the 
wonderful opportunities that are in store for your life? Do you have 
the wisdom, the maturity, and the character you need to steward 
them well? 

 “God didn’t make you to be Nelson Mandela. He made you to be you 
— and no human being in your life gets the final word on who God 
made you to be. Even you can’t tell yourself how to change, because 
you didn’t create you. To love someone is to desire and work toward 
their becoming the best version of themselves. The one person in all 
the universe who can do this perfectly for you is God. He has no other 
agenda. He has no unmet needs he is hoping you can help him with. 
And he knows what the best version of you looks like. He delighted in 
the idea of it, and he is already working on it. The apostle Paul said, ‘We 
know that God causes everything to work together for the good of 
those who love God and are called according to his purpose for them.’ 
(Romans 8:28) Which means God is at work every moment”i 
 
I don’t know how many of you know this, but I wasn’t always an only 
child. My sister Cindy died of colon cancer at the young age of 24. As 
you can imagine this was a very difficult time in my family’s life.  
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This was a horrible thing; it was rough on her; I’m not sure what was 
worse at times, the cancer or the treatments. But through it all my 
sister never gave up on God and never stopped believing He loved her 
and would do what was best. In our minds the best thing would be 
healing right? Isn’t that what we always ask for? Well, what was best in 
God’s eyes was not the healing, it was the opportunity to impact more 
lives in just three short years than many of us do in a lifetime. The 
greatest fear my sister had was that she would lose her beautiful long 
hair.  
 
My sister wasn’t a vain person, but it mattered to her very much that 
she keep her hair. See, she had a difficult time from about 6th to 11th 
grade. She was overweight and not very popular, but she had her own 
fan club called “the Cindy Stier moo-moo club” (Think about it for a 
minute… last name Stier, female overweight that must equal cow. 
What do cow’s do? Hence the moo-moo club) And these were some of 
the guys from our youth group! So, when I say she had a hard time I’m 
not kidding.  
 
But then it happened, she grew from an awkward overweight girl into a 
shockingly beautiful woman. Her senior year she was even voted either 
homecoming or prom Queen by her classmates, I forget which. So, she 
had gone through this transformation, met the man she was going to 
marry, and now the cancer strikes. So back to the hair, she shared this 
fear with some of the ladies of the church and there was a lady who 
had long hair herself who every morning while brushing out her own 
hair she prayed for my sister, for God’s will in her life and if He would 
let her keep her hair; and she did. God did answer our prayers but not 
the way we would have liked. The form of cancer she had is now 100% 
treatable as she insisted that the Doctors use her as a test case. 
Through that, they discovered ways to not only treat the cancer but to 
eliminate it. She also met so many people who just could not believe 
how she could have so much joy while going through all this.  
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She was able to share the love of Christ with many patients, family 
members Doctors and other medical staff. I believe there are going to 
rooms full in heaven due to how God used her. What we think of as 
good and what God knows is good are not always the same thing.  
 
Shoot, even to this day I can’t stand to be in a hospital after all we went 
through with my sister. I have even had so many wonderful things 
happen in hospitals; my three boys were born, I have visited several 
new mom’s and dad’s, but even in those moments of joy those places 
give me the willies. I truly believe with all my heart that God also used 
that time in my life to shape me and to equip me with the gifts, abilities 
and yes even the empathy I have today to be a better pastor than I ever 
could have had I not lived through that and many other trials in my life. 
 
2nd Truth: Your past no longer matters 
I believe one of the most desperate needs among people is to gain a 
clear understanding of how God sees us. It will revolutionize the way 
we see ourselves and the way we view others. All believers accept 
Jesus’ death on the cross as an intellectual reality, but some fail to 
grasp in their hearts how dramatically His sacrifice impacts our 
everyday lives. 
 
The crucifixion means that every sin in our past has been washed away, 
every wound has been healed, and every bondage has been broken. 
The tide of blood that flowed from Calvary has carried away everything 
that would make us feel guilty, ashamed, bitter, and regretful, and has 
made possible a life of total freedom, healing, wholeness, and 
redemption. It gives us a fresh start every single day. . . 
 
Many times, people allow their pasts to define their presents and their 
futures. I have seen this happen time and time again.  
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I have known women who felt guilty about wanting to have children 
and thought they did not deserve the joy of motherhood because they 
had abortions in their pasts. 
 
I know divorced people who are afraid to fall in love again because the 
pain of broken marriage still haunts them. I know businesspeople who 
will not even try to fulfill their potential because someone stole from 
them or cheated them out of what they had worked for years ago. I 
know people who cannot even see their good qualities because they 
grew up being told they were stupid, worthless, irresponsible, or ugly. 
 
Perhaps you also know people who have suffered these same situations 
or something similar. Maybe I’ve even described you. 
 
Now is the time—I mean right now, this minute—to make up your mind 
that your past no longer matters. When it doesn’t matter, it can’t 
influence you. Until the past is rendered impotent in your mind, it will 
affect the way you see yourself, the way you view others, and the way 
you think about your future, whether you realize it or not. It’s time for 
that to stop. Jesus said, “You will know the truth, and the truth will set 
you free” (John 8:32). 
 
How many people in and around your life need to hear these truths 
about what God has done, is doing and wants to do for all of His 
creation? We have this thing called “Social media” it can be a great 
curse in our lives, or it can be used to bring blessings into ours and the 
lives of others. IMHO, a lot of the problems we are facing in this world 
today are either created by or amplified by social media. But that can 
be said about so many of the gifts God has given us since creation. Take 
the invention of gardening tools, they can be used to till soil or to kill 
(Cane & Able anyone?). A gun in the hands of one person can be used 
for great evil, but in the hands of a good guy it can stop a mass 
shooting.  
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Sex is one of the most widely abused gifts we have been given from 
God, but none of us would be here today if we had outlawed it 100 
years ago. God has put limits and boundaries around the gifts He has 
given and the things He has given us the ability to create. Social media 
is the same, it’s just a tool. You have to decide whether it will be used 
for good or evil. If you don’t do “Social” good for you, don’t start. But if 
you do, choose to use it for God not just yourself.  
 
Here’s an illustration any one can do. While it works better F2F, yes 
there is an app for it. 3 circles slide, Treason, Sin, Brokenness, Trust, Repent, Follow. 
 
This is the truth so many in our world need to hear: Your past does not 
belong to you. It does not have to haunt you or hover over your mind 
anymore. It belongs to God and that’s why He can rewrite it as He 
chooses. 
He is offering you a chance for a new beginning; all you have to do is 
accept His free gift of forgiveness and life. 
 
3rd Truth: Become spiritually alive 
Jesus said, “I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.” 
(John 10:10) Author John Ortberg says: “We may have heard that 
without understanding what Jesus offers. When he says he has come to 
“give life,” what exactly does he mean? We all feel that we know what 
life is when we see it, but life turns out to be surprisingly tricky to 
define. So, we might start here: Life is the inner power to make 
something happen. Throw a rock, and it soon stops moving. But put a 
seed in the ground, and something happens — it sends out a root, takes 
in nourishment, and grows up to be fruitful. To be spiritually alive 
means to receive power from God to have a positive impact on your 
world. What are some ways God gives life and vitality to you?” How has 
God wired you? I know it’s different than how He wired me and that is 
on purpose. We all have ways to join Jesus yours’ may be: 
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 • Nature • Spiritual friendships • Worship • Solitude • Serving • 
Study • Leading • Art • Rest • Celebration • Scripture • Recreation • 
Exercise • Family • Long talks • Laughter • Leading a cause • Retreat • 
Small group • Other 
How can you build these into your life and schedule?  
 Saint Irenaeus wrote, “The glory of God is a human being fully alive; 
and to be alive consists in beholding God.” Jesus once said that with 
God, all things are possible, and the great thing about life with God is 
that your next step is always possible. That step toward God is always 
waiting, no matter what you have done or how you have messed up 
your life. Jesus was hanging on a cross with a thief hanging next to him, 
and Jesus turned to him and said, “Today you will be with me in 
paradise. ”ii (Luke 23:43) 
A pastor friend of mine finished most of his funeral sermons with this 
line. “Please don’t wait until the last day of your life to believe what 
God says is true today.” While today isn’t a funeral I believe everyday 
we should seek the of death to our old sinful selves and the celebration 
of life and what God is doing in our lives every day. Tap into the power 
from God and have a positive impact on your world today. 
 

i Ortberg, John. The Me I Want to Be (p. 27). Zondervan. Kindle Edition. 
ii Ortberg, John. The Me I Want to Be (p. 31). Zondervan. Kindle Edition. 

 


