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FROM PASTOR HOOVER
Check out Jeremiah 31:33-34I would like to challenge each of us listening to and seeking God’s truth this Advent
season to pursue an essential question of our Christian witness: how is it that we
are to engage in conversation with those who have lost their faith?
Maybe this Advent is your invitation to enter a season where you are specifically
engaging your neighbor in these conversations. Or perhaps this is your invitation to
be open to and watch for these conversations happening in your life. Advent is, after
all, a season of watching and wondering at the presence of God which can show up
in mysterious, unforeseen, and vulnerable ways. Advent is a season of stars,
symbols and other mysteries that bring us joy.
To this question I would like to be so bold as to suggest that just about everyone you
talk with already ‘knows’ God. In Jeremiah Chapter 31, the prophet wakes up from
an unusually comforting portion of his usually dismal vision of Jerusalem’s
destruction. Jeremiah wakes up to hear clearly one of the most often quoted
prophecies of Jesus’ birth and ministry. There will come a time when God will make
a new covenant with His people. This covenant will not be based on our ability to
follow the rules, but instead those rules will be written on our hearts. “No longer will
they teach their neighbor, or say to one another, ‘Know the Lord,’ because they will
all know me, from the least of them to the greatest,” (Jeremiah 31:34)
How do we engage in conversations about God with someone who has lost their
faith? I think the first point is to not assume that they do not know God. Whether
they have lost their habit of attending worship, disengaged from a heart of serving
their fellow man or are outright skeptical of the Biblical promises our loved ones still
know, they are having conversations with God that they may not even be aware of.
Even the faithful go through periods of doubt. And in those times, I do not think any
of us wants to hear what needs fixing or where our view of reality got lost along the
way. What will set us back in a right relationship with God just may be an exploration
of one of the mysteries of God that reality, science, knowledge and facts just can’t
explain.
Unfortunately, our approach to such conversations tend to be an attempt to get
someone to believe a certain truth or agree with our point of view out of a genuine
desire that someone go back to church or put their trust back in God. We might ask,
“when the last time was you talked to God,” when in reality it is the restless
conversations with God that they have been trying to ignore. They already know God
and have been talking with Him, but have been exhausted in the attempt to
understand Him or control His influence over their lives.
I would like to suggest another approach. Whether it is a family member you wish
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was more engaged in their faith or an acquaintance outright debunking the Bible as
a human construction, I think the conversation looks the same. Our conversations
about God are most effective when they engage the wonder of God’s creation.
People don’t want to be told what to believe and how to believe it, but they do want
to explore the mysteries of human life in a deep and meaningful way with someone
willing to ask the questions.
For example, isn’t it amazing that in a world full of disappointments and division,
the constant mistakes and our outright selfishness, human beings still choose
forgiveness? Why is that? Where did we learn that? Who taught you to forgive? What
is forgiveness and what would life be like without it?
Forgiveness and how it works and why it works is ultimately a mystery. No one can
really explain it, and yet it works. It is one of those deep fundamental truths that can
not be explained. Truth is often found where the facts have failed to explain reality.
Trust me, a conversation that invites another person to wonder at the presence of
God and what He is doing in our lives will be more fruitful and fulfilling than fixing
someone with God’s rules for living life.
I would like to challenge each of us to pursue an essential question of our Christian
witness this Advent season. I feel God is calling us to take a fresh look at how we
talk about God with others. I also think God is preparing us to be more intentional at
engaging the ambivalent church and the secular humanists in our lives.
Each week this Advent we are going to pursue different mysteries to ponder with
those who have lost their faith:
Wonder of Hope for the Faithful
Wonder of Peace for the Ambivalent
Wonder of Love for the Lost
Wonder of Joy for the Secular
Please join us for this conversation of wonder.—Pastor Kurt
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MLC NEWS
Connection Card
Stay Connected with Messiah Lutheran. Fill the green
connection card in the pew in front of you or go to bit.ly/
MLCConnect to fill out our online connection card. You can
also scan the QR code with your phone and it will send you
there.
MLC Publication Deadlines
Please note that content for the weekly bulletin is due by noon each Thursday
& content for the monthly newsletter is due by the 22nd of each month. Thank
you for your cooperation.
December Worship
All three of our worship services (8, 9:30 and 11 am) are inside. The 8 and
9:30 am services are also available for streaming online There will also be
overflow in the narthex if we surpass the 70 person threshold. Other nonreligious or non-educational groups will be limited to ten people, following the
state protocols. If you plan on attending in person, reservations should be
made for the service you would like to attend. If you’d like a standing
reservation at one of the services, call the office or email Lloyd at
worship@mlcjoliet.org and we will put you on the standing reservation list.
Attendees should be socially distanced and are encouraged to wear a mask.
Prayer Chain
Messiah uses a prayer chain made up of people willing to pray for our
members, community and nation in times of crisis. The prayers are
confidential and as anonymous as much as possible. You can make a
difference through the gift of your prayers. Contact Cindi Souza at
regency118@comcast.net or Pastor Dave at pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org to
become a partner.

Thank You
Thank you to everyone who donated food and helped prepare and deliver
Thanksgiving food baskets. Your help was greatly appreciated by us and those
who received them.
Offering
We will have an offering time during the service, but you can give any time
during the week using one of the following ways:
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1) Go to this link: bit.ly/MLCGiving
2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet and follow
the instructions given.
3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321.
4) Mail your check to the church at: 40 Houbolt Rd, Joliet, IL 60431
If you need assistance with any of these, please email
worship@mlcjoliet.org or call the church office at 815-741-4488.
December Calendar
The office will be closed December 25, and Friday, January 1st.

GET INVOLVED
Daybreak Shelter
Because of Covid-19, Daybreak Shelter is now collecting and delivering items
instead of packaging them. We are still accepting donations of these items
during normal office hours M-F (9-5pm). We need donations of individually
wrapped snacks, instant oatmeal, hot chocolate packets, small cereal boxes,
and fruit. Please contact Karen Rebeuhr at ckdesignkaren@sbcglobal.net.
Gifts for Baby Jesus
It is a tradition at Messiah to bring gifts for newborn children and new moms
on Christmas Eve and donate them to a local crisis pregnancy center. You can
bring diapers, wipes, clothing, baby powder, gift of money, or anything else a
parent might need in caring for her child. Please post on wrapping paper what
size and what item it is and whether its for parent or the child. Can bring gifts
at any service, but we will invite the children to bring them forward at the 5pm
service.
Quilters
Quilters are in need of any size sheets. Please be sure they are without rips,
tears nor stains. There is a basket in the narthex to put them.
Coat Drive
We are currently collecting new or gently used coats, hats, gloves, scarfs, and
socks (new). The drive runs through December 20. You can drop off items in
the bin outside, bring to office, or set out by coats in the narthex area.

5

MLC CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
AWANA (Wednesdays, online)
Awana has started. It looks a little different, but the goal of teaching children the
word of God and training them to serve Him will remain. It’s virtual Awana, with
weekly releases including worship time, group lessons and bible verse
memorization. We’ll gather together occasionally to allow for some fun and
social interaction. We’ll be sure to meet in a large area and practice social
distancing. It’s for Preschool - 6th grade. You don’t need to have joined Awana to
participate this year! Make sure to join Remind to get the latest Awana updates.
To join, simply text @awanamlc to 81010 or go to remind.com/join/awanamlc.
Get links to Awana videos at mlcjoliet.org/awana.
Advent
Check out the Advent Newsletter sent to your email box for fun ideas to
celebrate Advent this Christmas season! If you did not receive it and would like
to, let us know! Contact office.manager@mlcjoliet.org.

MLC STUDENT MINISTRY
Middle and High School Sunday School (Sundays at 9:30 am)
We’re back in the building for Sunday school for middle and high school
students (7th-12th grade) every Sunday. We’ll meet upstairs in the Awana area.
S.A.L.T. (Tuesdays at 6:30 pm)
Our high school program, S.A.L.T., is in full swing at 6:30 pm. All
high school students are invited every week for a great time of
fellowship, fun and Biblical
teaching.
H2H (Head2Heart) (Wednesdays at 6 pm)
H2H is in full swing. Be sure to get your 7th and 8th graders
involved with our Confirmation class.
Feed My Starving Children( December 11 at 4pm)
Students will meet at the church at 4pm for an evening of service at FMSC. This
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is a great opportunity to help those less fortunate in other countries by
assembling food packages. Students will arrive back at the church at 10pm. This
activity is contingent on Covid-related advisories.
Winter Blast (December 28-31)
Students will be headed for a fun filled winter retreat of worship, games,
fellowship and fun. We are going to Expeditions Unlimited in Baraboo, WI. There
will be tubing, skiing, and snowboarding, and an indoor water park. Students will
be leaving at 8:30am on Monday December 28th, and will return around
2:30pm on the 31st. Contact Brian for more info. This activity is contingent on
Covid-related advisories.

MLC EVENTS
Acts Bible Study Life Group (Started November 3rd at 6:30 pm)
This book of Acts Bible study will be led by Jeanette Wegemer at Mike and
Jeanette’s home. The book being used for the study is “New Wine: A Study of
Transition in the Book of Acts” which can be purchased on Amazon or through
the church office. Contact Jeanette or the church office if you are interested in
attending.

Parenting Study Life Group (Starting December 2 at 6;30pm)
Tom Bond will be leading a study through the book “Tough Guys and Drama
Queens” and is asking for input on when to hold it. The options are: Sundays
starting at 5 or 6 pm, Monday or Tuesday starting at 6:30 or 7 pm. Email
pastor.stier@mlcjoliet to let us know your interest in the group and the best time
for you to meet.
Walking in Faith (Wednesdays at 9:30 am)
This group walks at Inwood Park every Wednesday at 9:30 am and they’d love to
have you join them. Email Sherri at bookkeeper@mlcjoliet.org for more info.

Prayer Group (Thursdays at 10 am)
In the sanctuary and on Zoom platform. Email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for more
information.
Insight Adult Bible Study (Sundays at 9:30 am)
After much prayer and discernment, the church leadership has decided that
Insight and Messiah Kids SS will be postponed until further notice. We will
constantly be evaluating the situation in our area and pray to restart as soon as
the timing is right. In the meantime, we encourage you to worship as a family. We
always have something for the kids to keep them busy!
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FROM THE PPC
Christmas Gifts to Messiah
Every year, we ask for special donations called “Christmas Gifts to Messiah”
to fund a special project or two. This year, Christmas Gifts to Messiah will be
allocated as follows: 80% to the purchase of the new church van, and 20% to
the Pastor’s discretionary fund. To designate any giving you have to Christmas
Gifts to Messiah, please write CGM on the memo line of your check or, if you
give online, select Christmas Gifts to Messiah on the drop down menu.
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Counters
Date

Readers 8 AM

Name

Name

Date

12/6/20

Gayle Arko, Wayne Lauffer

OPEN

12/6/20

12/13/20

Stan Buhr, Joy McClintock

Beth Hohisel

12/13/20

12/20/20

Cindy Moauro, Judy Fowler

Greg Dole

12/20/20

12/27/20

Dana Stier, Gerry Hauge

Ron Sarver

12/27/20

Ushers 8 AM
12/6/20

Jerry Buchenau, Dan Stukel

12/13/20

Mike Joho, Don Cyborski

12/20/20

Wayne Lauffer, Bob Miller

12/27/20

OPEN, OPEN

S
E
R
V
I
N
G

Readers 9:30 AM
Doug Potts

12/6/20

Marcie Vickers

12/13/20

Jane Costello

12/20/20

Sherri Unyi

12/27/20

Ushers 9:30 AM

Readers 11 AM

12/6/20

Lou Mahalik, Bill Unyi

Donna Stier

12/6/20

12/13/20

Jeff Holmes, OPEN

Youth Group

12/20/20

12/20/20

OPEN, OPEN

12/27/20

Aimee Gipes, Stephanie Gregoles

Ushers 11 AM
12/6/20

Gary Phillips, Harold Stier

12/13/20

OPEN, OPEN

12/20/20

Tammie Terry, Nathan Puckett

12/27/20

Mike Scarelli, Darryl Hoelscher

Communion Assistants 8 AM
N/A
N/A

Greeters 8 AM

A
T

NEED HELP

12/6/20

NEED HELP

12/13/20

NEED HELP

12/20/20

NEED HELP

12/27/20

Greeters 9:30 AM
NEED HELP

12/6/20

M

NEED HELP

12/13/20

E
S
S

NEED HELP

12/20/20

NEED HELP

12/27/20

N/A

I
A

NEED HELP

12/6/20

N/A

H

NEED HELP

12/13/20

NEED HELP

12/20/20

NEED HELP

12/27/20

N/A

Communion Assistants 9:30 AM
N/A

Greeters 11 AM

N/A
Communion Assistants 11 AM
N/A
N/A

Would you like to help serve?
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Call the Church Office at 815-741-4488 or
Email office.Manager@mlcjoliet.org!

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
December 1
Gerald Witte
December 2
Vera Close
Eliza Ferenzi
December 3
Nikki Burke
Isabel Parmely
Mehki Parmely
Phyllis Piantek
Emily Wielbik
December 4
Tristen Andreas
Chuck Austin
Sandra Edmonds
Mary Lackey
Ruth Ann Ungeran
December 5
Natahlia Carreno
December 6
Alessa Smith
December 7
Mark Burnetti
December 8
Herb Alexander
Connie Gossar
December 9
Braeden Belsha
Taylor Brown
Kyle Green
Erma Turner
December 10
Lynn Bond
Lauren Enix
Jaxon Ocampo
Lucas Vickers
Livia Warchelok
December 11
Christy Ziegler
December 12
Ruthi Bosserdet
Jonas Duncan
Zachary Olson
Mark Zuehl
December 13
Terry & Pat Anderson

December 14
Brian Wielbik
December 15
Monica Beavis
December 16
Al & Michele Larson
December 17
Justin Attaway
Ken & Norina Schroth
December 18
Sheldon Nicol
Kayleigh Turner
Robert & Nancy Bastian
December 20
Kristos Carreno
Luke Homko
Ben Lambert
December 21
Zonte Knight
December 22
Tessa Benson
December 23
Paul Capps
Marjie Nicol
Paul & Kathy Thomason
December 24
Brandon Dudzinski
December 25
Gene May
December 26
Jennifer Gifford
Louis Mahalik
Diane Zuehl
December 27
Brooke Berdelle
Gregory Borozenski
Coby Dykstra
Marc Jerbi
Tara Jerbi
Helen Meyerhoff
Joe & Trudi Alves
December 28
Scott Goffinet
Mel Mitchka
Chuck & Gloria Austin
December 29
Robin Binkley

Deborah Dole
Tegan Krueth
Brandon Vainowski
December 30
Claude Beguin
Kaitlyn Garner
Angela Knudsen
Bev May
December 31
Don Cyborski
Ben Hauge
Tessa Michalski
Alex Wielbik
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