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Like a Child 4: The Tie that Binds 
by Pastor Kurt Hoover   

     

Bible Connection: Jesus use of the word bread cannot be understated.  When he 

called himself the bread of life, He was making a direct connection to the reality 

that we are not made to live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from 

the mouth of God.  Moses records in Deuteronomy how this lesson was taught 

by the mana in the wilderness.  The prophet Isaiah asks the question why we 

work so hard for the bread that does not satisfy when we can listen to God’s 

wisdom at no cost.  Jesus conversation in John 6 comes directly after a miracle in 

which he feed 5,000 people.  Jesus makes direct reference to the lesson of Mana.  

The people ask to be feed with this bread that, ‘gives life to the world.’  And Jesus 

says I am standing right in front of you.  ‘Everyone who looks to the son’ will 

experience eternal life here and now, the reality that is to come.   

 

Litany based on Isaiah 55:1-3 

“Come, all you who are thirsty, 

    come to the waters; 

and you who have no money, 

    come, buy and eat! 

Come, buy wine and milk 

    without money and without cost. 
2 Why spend money on what is not bread, 

    and your labor on what does not satisfy? 

Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, 

    and you will delight in the richest of fare. 
3 Give ear and come to me; 

    listen, that you may live. 

I will make an everlasting covenant with you, 

    my faithful love promised to David. 
 

Deuteronomy 8:1-10 Be careful to follow every command I am giving you 

today, so that you may live and increase and may enter and possess the land 

the Lord promised on oath to your ancestors. 2 Remember how the Lord your 

God led you all the way in the wilderness these forty years, to humble and 

test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would 

keep his commands. 3 He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then 

feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your ancestors had known, 

to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word 

that comes from the mouth of the Lord. 4 Your clothes did not wear out 
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and your feet did not swell during these forty years. 5 Know then in your 

heart that as a man disciplines his son, so the Lord your God disciplines you. 
6 Observe the commands of the Lord your God, walking in obedience to 

him and revering him. 7 For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good 

land—a land with brooks, streams, and deep springs gushing out into the 

valleys and hills; 8 a land with wheat and barley, vines and fig 

trees, pomegranates, olive oil and honey; 9 a land where bread will not be 

scarce and you will lack nothing; a land where the rocks are iron and you 

can dig copper out of the hills. 
10 When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the Lord your God for the 

good land he has given you.  

 

Colossians 3:11-14 Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or 

uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in 

all. 12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe 

yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and 

patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a 

grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all 

these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 

 

John 6:32-40   32 Jesus said to them, “Very truly I tell you, it is not Moses 

who has given you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you 

the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is the bread that comes 

down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 
34 “Sir,” they said, “always give us this bread.” 
35 Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will 

never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 36 But as 

I told you, you have seen me and still you do not believe. 37 All those the 

Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never 

drive away. 38 For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to 

do the will of him who sent me. 39 And this is the will of him who sent me, 

that I shall lose none of all those he has given me, but raise them up at the 

last day. 40 For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and 

believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last 

day.” 

 

 

Our life with God, which our high school students will be 

confirming this morning, is like a kite.   
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It is most certainly not meant to stay in the bag.  I suppose that 

would be like spending your whole life living in your parent’s 

basement doing nothing but watching YouTube and playing 

video games. Or something similar to what we are living in 

now, where we don’t get to experience human connection.  It is 

as if we think we can put ourselves in little plastic bubbles 

where if we just social distance, everything but the ‘essentials.’  

NO, we are meant to live life!  Yes, in the bag the kite stays 

intact and whole isolated from the world, but is that life?   

 

Life with God is like a kite.  Let us take it out of the bag, shall 

we?  What do you do next?  They have the instructions on the 

outside of the bag, but I think they got it backwards.  I think 

the most important thing is the string.  So, I am going to start 

with tying the string on first.  When you were Baptized into 

Christ, you were baptized into his Death and resurrection.  As 

Pastor Dave Nygard always said it is as if you have been tied to 

the Baptismal font with a rubber band and no matter how far 

you get from the font God will always pull you back.   

 

This string is like our connection with God.  We are always 

connected to the church and God’s people and his work in the 

World.   

 

We are the Kite being blown about by the things of this world.  

In fact, the more the wind blows often the easier it is to keep 

the kite in the air.  What do you think – is there ever a wind so 

strong in life that we should just put the kite back in the bag?  

No – not according to God.  You were made to fly. And that is 

just what our confirmation students are doing this morning.  

They are starting the next step in their journey with God as 

adults in the church who have publicly proclaimed their faith.  

In some countries what they are doing today could mean death, 
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if not being disowned by their families.  We are fortunate to be 

free to fly.  

 

The string reminds me of my connection to God in 3 ways.   

 

1) First – that we are always connected to God because of what 

he has done for us.  He built a church that still exists 2000 

years later and will until the end of time… He built a people 

that gather here to remind you that you are his child – marked 

and sealed with the cross of Christ forever.  The string is our 

connection with God that cannot be broken. 

 

2) Second, it reminds me that I am meant to fly, but I am also 

meant to come down.  What do you guys think.  If we were as 

God at flying a kite as God is perfect and we could keep that 

kite up in the air all day every day.  What would eventually 

happen to the kite?  …   Right, it would begin to tear apart at 

the edges.  Long before this string would snap, the plastic 

would begin to tear.  We are meant to come down, to come 

back to the maker that flies us so well.   

 

God is everywhere. God is our foundation.  He loves to see us 

soar into the world and give Him glory in the way we dance 

with others.  Have you ever seen a whole sky full of kites?  It is 

an amazing thing to see.   

 

God loves to see us soar, and live, but he also knows that in 

order to live, in order to be sent back into the sky we need to 

spend intimate time with God.  An so he draws us back to 

himself in worship, in Bible study, in our daily devotions and 

prayers, in our conversations about God with others.  

 

More often than I would like to see, young adults and their 

parents forget this important lesson.  They confirm their faith, 

they get that spot on the varsity team, that driver’s license, that 
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part time job – they are flying high in the things of the world 

and they forget to come down.  They forget to depend on God.  

In fact, we live our lives as if that connection with God doesn’t 

matter anymore.  We think we are the one telling the kite were 

to go, when in fact it is nothing but the wind. We have chosen 

to trust the wind rather than God.  The things of life rather 

than the one who has launched us into the sky to fly.    What 

would happen to the kite if it flew all day, day after day.  The 

string would not snap, but the kite would tear apart at the 

edges.   

 

3 - One more thing that the String reminds me about our 

connection with God.  Who flies the kite, and tell it were to go?  

Is it the Wind, or the Kite, or the person flying the kite?  They 

all influence the flight of the kite.  But ultimately it all depends 

on the person flying the Kite.  And when you got someone who 

is as good as God flying the kite that is your life, you can stop 

resisting against the gusts of life and relax into them.  You can 

trust God to steer your kite and to bring you back to Him.  

Listen for those little tugs on your heart that say it is time to 

get back to God – time to pray, time to read or listen to the 

Bible, time to get back to church and God’s people that bring 

out the best in you.   

 

 

Our life with God is like a kite.  Is this kite complete?  We have 

taken it out of the bag.  We tied the string to it.  Just like God 

has tied himself to us.   

 

It is ready to fly right?  … 

 

 

What do I need to do next? Why isn’t it working?  Is there a 

button I need to push somewhere?  I know I forgot to plug it 

in.  Maybe the batteries are dead?   NO?   
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Oh, I need to put in the main support.   

 

CROSS - There is something I want you to notice about this 

kite.  Do you see the two sticks in the middle?  What do they 

make?    They make a cross.  

 

I learned this lesson at Bible camp.   

 

Our life with God has two parts there is the up and down part 

that keeps us connected to God.  That is the longest and biggest 

part of the cross.  That reminds us of how important our 

relationship with God is.  Him and us.  That relationship needs 

talking to God in prayer and listening to God through the 

Bible.   

 

The other part of the cross is important to.  It would not be a 

cross without the smaller stick.  The main support - of the kite.  

That part of the cross that goes sideways reminds us to stay 

connected with each other.  Human connection matters.  Those 

relationships happen in church when we worship together, in 

youth group when you talk about the meaning of life with your 

friends, in those late night conversations when someone asks 

you about your faith and you tell them what you believe about 

God and his claim on your life, … the way you trust him to 

steer the kite of your life no matter what direction the winds of 

life take you.   

 

 

We need each other in the church, we need human connection.  

Jesus did not really talk about the cross very much except to 

prophecy that he would die on one.  What he did talk about 

was bread.   
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This is how Jesus spoke the lesson of the cross and the kite.  He 

said we do not live by bread alone, but by every word that 

comes from the mouth of God.   

 

In other words, there is a difference between living and 

surviving.  This kite is still a kite all wrapped up in its bag, no 

church family, no connection to God.  But it does not fly very 

well does it.  Our bodies can survive if we get them just enough 

food, and medicine and water and air.  But we don’t live on 

bread alone.  We need the bread of life!  And God has created 

the church to give that bread to one another.   

 

Pastors and worship feed people the bread of life.  Grandma 

and grandpas and their wisdom feed us the bread of life.  

Conversations with friends about God give us the bread of life.  

Human connection that can only happen when we gather 

together in God’s house or in a Bible study in our homes … 

feed us the bread of life.  Music we sing together in praise… 

Tough conversations, asking for forgiveness and forgiving one 

another just as for Christ’s sake God has forgiven you … feed 

us the bread of life.  

 

Our life with God is like a Kite.  We are meant to soar 

connected to and trusting in the one who steers the kite of our 

lives.   
 

  

 

   


