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UpLift! 4: An Inheritance with No Limits 
by Pastor Kurt Hoover   

     

A study of Jeremiah, Peter and Jesus language of being born again. The connecting point 

in today’s readings is the underlying theme of human history pointed out clearly in the 

Bible.  Human beings dig their own cisterns, they make their own rules and then we get 

upset when the rules we choose over God’s good guidance fail us.  Jeremiah paints a 

vivid picture of sin.  We reject the stream of living water and build for ourselves cracked 

cisterns that make sense at the time but will never hold water.  Paul describes a new birth 

into a living faith.  Chris has given us back our inheritance by putting our trust once 

again in God the living water.  Jesus and Nicodemus have the famous discussion about 

being born again.  You can sense Jesus frustration – Nicodemus has one job - to teach 

faith and He does not get it.  Nicodemus’s education has failed him.  It has become a 

cistern of stagnant water that Nicodemus is not willing to let go of.  He chooses to trust 

in himself rather than the living Spirit of God.   

 

Jeremiah 2:13 “My people have committed two sins: 

They have forsaken me, 

    the spring of living water, 

and have dug their own cisterns, 

    broken cisterns that cannot hold water. 

 

1 Peter 1:1-9 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, 

To God’s elect, exiles scattered throughout the provinces of 

Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, 2 who have been chosen 

according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying 

work of the Spirit, to be obedient to Jesus Christ and sprinkled with his 

blood: 

Grace and peace be yours in abundance. 
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great 

mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection 

of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, 

spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith 

are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready 

to be revealed in the last time. 6 In all this you greatly rejoice, though now 

for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of 

trials. 7 These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of 

greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may 

result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Though you 

have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, 
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you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for 

you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

 

John 3:5-12  5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the 

kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives 

birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be 

surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows 

wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes 

from or where it is going. So, it is with everyone born of the Spirit.” 
9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 
10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these 

things? 11 Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to 

what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have 

spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you 

believe if I speak of heavenly things? 

 

 

…an inheritance that can never perish… 1 Peter 1:4 

 
You and I and 

every living human 

being has been 

given an 

inheritance that we 

could not possibly 

earn.  A gift given 

at great cost and 

with even greater mercy from our Father in Heaven.  

 

Peter was writing to the persecuted church of the late 

Roman Empire.  These words gave hope – UpLifted not 

only the first century exiles from Jerusalem that were 

scattered all over the Mediterranean, Middles east and 

Asia Minor… But these words became pivotal in the 
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generations when the term Christian Martyr was coined 

by those who gave their lives being fed to lions and 

killed for sport in the Roman Coliseums.   

 

These words have encouraged countless Christian 

Martyrs through out the centuries including the 

persecuted church still struggling to survive in the 

middle east and parts of Africa today.  And I encourage 

you to use this promised inheritance as a source of hope 

to UpLift a lost and uncertain world, especially our 

essential workers putting their life at risk in the medical 

fields.  

 

The Inheritance that Paul is speaking of has sometimes 

been mistaken as a type of pie in the sky inheritance.   

The promise that the suffering of this world does not 

matter because your reward is in Heaven.  Which 

although completely true is not the motivating factor for 

your average Christian martyr.  Instead, the 

inheritance that Paul is talking about is something 

Christians then and now have experienced that gives 

them the power to deny themselves, take up their cross 

and trust in the Spirit of God.   

 

The Inheritance Paul is talking about is not a reward 

someday far off when we have been resurrected with 

Christ.  Paul is talking about an experience, a 

resurrection that the Christian has already experienced 

that completely changes the way they live their life.  An 

inheritance that has already been tasted, not a pie in the 

sky that we will receive someday.  



Lion Meme/cistern sermon Reformation Sunday Oct 25th, 2020 

    

Sermon Manuscript not edited for publishing. ©Kurt Hoover, Messiah Lutheran, Joliet, IL 60431 
 

4 

 

 

This is the Hope 

we live in.  A hope 

based not on the 

realities of this 

pandemic ridden 

2020 but on the 

Spirit of God who 

has been and 

continues to offer a different narrative then the wisdom 

of what it takes to survive this life.    This is the Hope 

that sparked the Reformation long ago and is at the 

center of every spiritual revival.   

 

You have an inheritance, an inheritance you have 

already had a taste of, you have experienced it, lived in 

the reality of it, - do not let the concerns of this world 

rob you of your inheritance.   

 

You have been born again.  You are born of water and 

the Spirit!  The realities of this earthly Kingdom with its 

diseases and expert opinions, safety rules and 

guidelines, political theater and real-life struggles does 

not define your existence.  You have been born into a 

different Kingdom.  That is where your inheritance lies.  

You belong to God and nothing, nothing of this world 

can take that away from you!!   

 

But we can certainly get sucked right back into thinking 

this earthly realm matters more then it does… can we 
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not.  Have you not let the concerns of this world rob you 

of the love for living life?  Has the effect of social 

isolation and pandemic fatigue set in on the life of your 

family?  Sure, it has! How could it not.   

 

We have chosen to put our faith in earthly powers, 

safety rules and political theory … if only we could just 

get everyone to agree on this one way of living life 

everything would come out in the end… 

 

How is that working out for you??  

 

There has been 

a lion Meme – 

trolling the 

internet over the 

past few weeks.  

It is a political 

statement… and 

believe me I 

have no interest in proving your political view or 

pointing out the oversimplification of the analogy.  It is 

a political meme, which points out a political point of 

contention and I would dare say points to a deeper 

truth that many of us are all to willing to ignore.  BUT, 

I am not interested in spending any time debating the 

problems of this world.  I am however, interested in 

what this analogy might have to tell us about our true 

inheritance.   
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The Meme compares a lion in the wild to and animal in 

captivity.  One has everything promised to them by 

their captor, the other must trust in themselves – which 

would you rather be??  If you see this as proof of your 

political opinion, I think you missed the point.  There is 

a deeper truth here.  It may be the reason this meme is 

so appealing or offensive to you.   

 

I think it points out more clearly the empty wells, the 

cracked cisterns the sets of rules that we choose to 

believe are giving us life but in reality we have simply 

chosen to live in cages of our own making.  Here is the 

deeper truth, no one put you in a cage, you put yourself 

there.   

 

We put our hope in thing that we think we can control 

rather than trust in something outside of our control.  

We would rather been in the cage with the false promise 

of being cared for then take on the risks of living in the 

wild.  We would rather trust in the flesh, then the Spirit.   

 

We dig our 

own Cisterns 

and pretend 

that it is 

living water.  

A Cistern in 

ancient days 

was a large 

hole in the 

ground lined with clay designed to store water.  If you 
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were fortunate you dug your cistern on a hill above 

your home and you had the modern-day equivalent of 

running water.  It was much more convenient than 

walking all the way to the river each day get your water.  

You can live in the convenience of a cistern for a season 

of life if the rain is just right and you have some 

servants to keep it filled for you, But it is not nor will it 

ever be living water.   

 

If you adjust your life to the convenience of the cistern 

or are forced to because of famine, siege, or plague… It 

will fail you.  It will eventually crack or grow mold or 

cease to be a source of life.   

 

“My people have committed two sins: 

They have forsaken me, 

    the spring of living water, 

and have dug their own cisterns, 

    broken cisterns that cannot hold water.  

- Jeremiah 2:13 

 

The Cistern to which Jeremiah is referring is the many 

and various things the people of Jerusalem and Judah 

had chosen to put their trust in rather then God.  The 

things they had built their lives around.  They literally 

worshipped other Gods of wood and stone, burned 

incense to them… followed silly superstitions religions 

that we in our day and age are so much far above.  We 

would never fall into such traps.    
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Or would we?  What systems and rules have you built 

your life around that are just waiting to fail you??   

 

What systems and rules have you built your life around 

that are just waiting to fail you??   

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

 

For Nikodemus it was his education.  He was one of the 

wisest teachers in the land entrusted with the wisdom of 

God and he had chosen to put his trust in his own 

ability to understand God.   

 

It is not much different for us today.  I am a fan of 

education, I have more then one degree, I am a fan of 

science.  But education and science will always by their 

own definition be limited to the realities of this world.   

 

Our human intellect, science, education and the rules 

we put in place to live by (that have been themselves 

created based on things of this world) will always be 

limited by this world.   As good as they are at keeping 

us alive, making life convenient and saving us from 

pandemics … they will always be cisterns of our own 

making that we have chosen to put our hope in rather 

than the living stream that God has provided.   

 

It will always be more work to get into the habit of 

coming to the stream each day (each week) to receive 

the living water, but it is the only water worth building 

your life around.  God, for reasons known only to him, 
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has provided the church to be that source of living 

water.  The church is the only thing in our lives that we 

can count on to break us free from the cages we have 

built for ourselves.   It is the church where you were 

born again, and it is your best hope of receiving that 

freedom once again.   

 

That is what I see when I look at the lion meme floating 

around the internet.  It is a rather limited political 

argument, but it hits on a much deeper truth that all of 

us yearn for.  An inheritance that we have all have had 

a taste of.  What it means to live in the unpredictable, 

nothing guaranteed wild of God’s kingdom.  What it 

looks like to live each moment not trusting in the 

promises of a broken world, but the constant unwinding 

of God’s provision as we give our lives for the sake of 

others.  What it looks like to live without limits.   

 

This is the Hope we live in.  You have an inheritance, an 

inheritance you have already had a taste of, you have 

experienced it, lived in the reality of it, - do not let the 

concerns of this world rob you of your inheritance.   

 

You have been born again.  You are born of water and 

the Spirit!  The realities of this earthly Kingdom do not 

define your existence.  You have been born into a 

different Kingdom.  That is where your inheritance lies.  

You belong to God and nothing, nothing of this world 

can take that away from you!!   
 

 


