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Giveup: Substitution 

by Pastor Kurt Hoover  
     

A study of Leviticus 27 in connection with Jesus statement that He would be the ransom 

(the substitution) for many.  There are 2 substitutions.  The ones we make every day and 

the one Jesus took on that gives us the ability to trust Him.  After covering what Jesus 

means by declaring himself a ransom let us think about substitution in a different way.  

What does God do when we substitute our trust in Him putting our confidence in other 

things.    

 

Leviticus 27:9-12  9 “‘If what they vowed is an animal that is 
acceptable as an offering to the Lord, such an animal given to 
the Lord becomes holy. 10 They must not exchange it or substitute a 
good one for a bad one, or a bad one for a good one; if they should 
substitute one animal for another, both it and the substitute become 
holy. 11 If what they vowed is a ceremonially unclean animal—one 
that is not acceptable as an offering to the Lord—the animal must be 
presented to the priest, 12 who will judge its quality as good or bad. 
Whatever value the priest then sets, that is what it will be. 
 

Leviticus 27:28-33 28 “‘But nothing that a person owns and 
devotes to the Lord—whether a human being or an animal or family 
land—may be sold or redeemed; everything so devoted is most 
holy to the Lord. 

29 “‘No person devoted to destruction may be ransomed; they are to 
be put to death. 

30 “‘A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or 
fruit from the trees, belongs to the Lord; it is holy to 
the Lord. 31 Whoever would redeem any of their tithe must add a fifth 
of the value to it. 32 Every tithe of the herd and flock—every tenth 
animal that passes under the shepherd’s rod—will be holy to 
the Lord. 33 No one may pick out the good from the bad or make any 
substitution. If anyone does make a substitution, both the animal and 
its substitute become holy and cannot be redeemed.’” 
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Mark 10:32-45  32 They were on their way up to Jerusalem, with 
Jesus leading the way, and the disciples were astonished, while 
those who followed were afraid. Again he took the Twelve aside and 
told them what was going to happen to him. 33 “We are going up to 
Jerusalem,” he said, “and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the 
chief priests and the teachers of the law. They will condemn him to 
death and will hand him over to the Gentiles, 34 who will mock him 
and spit on him, flog him and kill him. Three days later he will rise.” 

35 Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. 
“Teacher,” they said, “we want you to do for us whatever we ask.” 

36 “What do you want me to do for you?” he asked. 

37 They replied, “Let one of us sit at your right and the other at your 
left in your glory.” 

38 “You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said. “Can you drink 
the cup I drink or be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with?” 

39 “We can,” they answered. 

Jesus said to them, “You will drink the cup I drink and be baptized 
with the baptism I am baptized with, 40 but to sit at my right or left is 
not for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have 
been prepared.” 

41 When the ten heard about this, they became indignant with James 
and John. 42 Jesus called them together and said, “You know that 
those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, 
and their high officials exercise authority over them. 43 Not so with 
you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be 
your servant, 44 and whoever wants to be first must be slave of 
all. 45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

 

 

For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but 
to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” – 

Mark 10:45 
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Nicky Gumble tells the story of: A little girl named Liz.  
She was suffering from a rare and serious disease. Her 
only chance of recovery appeared to be a blood 
transfusion from her five-year-old brother, who had 
miraculously survived the same disease and had 
developed the antibodies needed. The doctor explained 
the situation and asked the little boy if he would be 
willing to give his blood to his sister. He hesitated for 
only a moment before taking a deep breath and saying, 
‘Yes, I’ll do it if it will save her.’   
 
As the transfusion progressed, he lay in bed next to his 
sister, and smiled, as they all did, seeing the color 
returning to her cheeks. Then his face grew pale and his 
smile faded. He looked up at the doctor and asked with a 
trembling voice, ‘Will I start to die right away?’  
 
The little boy had misunderstood the doctor. He thought 
he was going to have to give his sister all of his blood in 
order to save her. This boy loved his sister so much that 
he was willing to die instead of her – as her substitute. 
This story (possibly fictional) is simply an illustration of 
what loving substitution means. 
 

 

Jesus did not only step in to appease the anger of a just and 

caring Father (Romans 3:25) – He gave the Father something to 

honor, something to work with to change the course of history.   

We can trust in the Mercy of a Father’s love for the redeeming 

work of His son. (Romans 3:28)  God in his wisdom has 

prepared, from the beginning of time, this moment in time 

which would and still does redeem us all.   
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But now God has shown us a different way of being right in his sight--
not by obeying the law but by the way promised in the Scriptures long 
ago. -Romans 3:21  

 

We are made right in God’s sight not by anything we can do, 

but by our trust that God is at work all around us and through 

us, and in us.  We are made right with God when we trust that 

God stepped in and did something miraculous on our behalf.  

When Jesus choose to die on the cross to expose and forgive 

our sin, he did that for you and your sin.  SO that your mistake 

might not bind you.  So that you might know the love of God.  

You are made right when you believe that what Jesus did – 

that made a difference for you and your eternity.   

 

 

God so loved you, He became human and bore the punishment 

we deserve.  It was a substitution.   

 

God has set things right and He continues to set things right 

for those who trust him.  From the beginning in Genesis 1:2 when 

God was hovering over the formless waters - God promises to 

bring order out of the chaos.  God is the light shining in the 

darkness that can not be overcome. (John 1:5)  God is the 

ROCK in whom we trust!    

 
2 The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; 

    my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge – Psalm 18:2 

 

The only thing worth putting your trust in! And… oh my 

goodness … what more does He need to do in your life, in the 

history of the World to win your trust?   
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Substitution was a much more common concept for the first 3 

or 4 millennium of this earth.  A trip to the market, an 

exchange of land, paying your taxes all involved some type of 

substitution or another.     

 
Let us open our Bibles to Leviticus Chapter 27.  Try not to get stuck in 
the first section of the reading where God assigns value to human 
beings.  Instead let us think about how this chapter applies to us 
today.  

 

Leviticus gives us insight into how we as human beings make 

substitutions.  Let take the rest of this time to study what we 

do, trusting in the great substitution that God has made.   

 

This odd excerpt from Leviticus is God explaining through 

Moses how each family was to give their offering.  A tenth of 

every sheep (everyone had sheep back then) that passed under 

the shepherd’s rod belonged to the Lord.   

 
32 Every tithe of the herd and flock—every tenth animal that passes 
under the shepherd’s rod—will be holy to the Lord. -Leviticus 27:32 

 

A safety net for the community.  Anyone who had need could 

always go to the priests who managed this set aside and this 

10% set aside assured there would be investments in the 

nonessentials of art and music, worship at the tent of meeting 

and the teaching of morals and culture, not just how to raise 

sheep and wield a sword.   

 

The point here…  As soon as you give something to God it is 

His, it becomes Holy, there is no substituting.  What’s done is 

done.  You can trust God and the priest to do with it what is 

best for the rest of the community.   
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But nothing that a person owns and devotes to the Lord—whether a 
human being or an animal or family land—may be sold or redeemed; 
everything so devoted is most holy to the Lord.  - Leviticus 27:28. 

 

The application for us is the practical side of being generous.  

We should tithe and invest in those things that do more then let 

us just survive but make us who we are.  Education, Art, 

Religion, Culture.   But there is also the spiritual side of this 

little substitution lesson in Leviticus.  

 

The application for us today is that if you give your heart in 

surrender to God, it is God’s it is Holy… no substituting.  If 

you trust your child to God in Baptism, your child is in God’s 

hands – what is done is done.  What you surrender to God is 

Holy.   

 

 

You and your family, and your purpose are Holy onto the 

Lord.  And that goes both ways not only can you trust that you 

are God’s and that he will take care of you.  But, at no time is 

God going to accept you substituting something else for Him.  

God will not… in fact is very busy in your life preventing you 

from putting your trust in anything but him.   

 

Think about this.  Each time you put your trust in money, or 

your health or your job, or your skills God will (He has 

promised) do something to change that.  Each time you find 

yourself in a comfortable little rut (in the road) or routine that 

works for you in the rush of life but has nothing to do with 

God or your service to others He will come along and use 

something in your life to make that rut a little more bumpy 

and not as comfortable.    
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My favorite analogy of this is the tree branch.  God has created 

you to fly and in dedicating your life to Him you have asked 

him to give you wings.  But that also involves scooching out 

onto the tree branch of life … out on the very tip were the wind 

pushes you around and you are constantly adjusting to the 

world around you.   Where are you on that branch?  How 

many risks are you willing to take in life?  Another way of 

saying that is how much do you trust God to catch you, hold 

onto you, guide you in this life.  Or is all up to you???   

 

It is not uncommon to find ourselves in different seasons of our 

lives hugging the trunk of that tree.  Especially in times of fear 

and uncertainty.  When the life God has created for you is out 

there on the end of the tree branch.   

 
The whole conflict in Mark 10 starts with the power grab of James 
and John and the jealousy it creates among the other disciples.  All 
symbols of doubt in God’s ability to care for them and us.  In God’s 
Kingdom its not about who is in charge.  It comes down to those who 
serve the most.  Substitute their agenda and privilege for the work of 
God through others.  

 

No substitutions. This is the life God had planned for you.  You 

and God got a deal and that deal is that he is going to Guide 

you in the life you were meant for.  NO substitutions.  

Anything you hold onto and put your trust in other then God 

will fail you.  There is no amount of Money, power, 

intelligence, or distractions that can take the place of God.  He 

is the only one worth trusting with your very precious emotions 

and future.  

 
24 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and 
love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the 
other. You cannot serve both God and money. – Matthew 6:24 
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Here is the dilemma. You can’t hold onto both.  You got to 

trust in one or the other.  Every time you trust in your health, 

or the government, or the retirement fund you have substituted 

it for your trust in God.  We trust God ability to use those 

things, we do not trust in those things themselves, and 

especially not our own ability to make things happen.   

 

Where are you at in this uncertain time?  Has fear taken over?  

Are you hugging the trunk of the tree?    

 

For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but 
to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for [you].”  

– Mark 10:45  To earn your trust! 
 

Let me wrap up with another cute illustration of what it means 

to trust in God no matter what is happening around you.  

Indeed, what it means to trust in God precisely in those 

moments when he is tearing down the false idols into which 

you have been putting your trust.   

 

 

There is the story of a construction worker who grew up 

training birds.  Hawks and kestrels, how to catch prey, but 

more importantly how to return to their master.  Later in life 

she was part of a crew tasked with clearing a fire break near 

the foothills of Santa Rosa California.  The job was to clear a 

section of new growth forest between a rock cliff and a 

residential area.  She had cleared plenty of lots for plenty of 

projects, but never a forest and she was dismayed to find a 

bald eagle had chosen this forest as it’s nesting place.  It would 

have been easy to overlook because of the small size of the 

project, but not for a women who had trained raptors.   

 

As she debated her options, including calling the local 

protection agencies and putting a halt to the project she came 
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up with her solution in a dream.  In the complex ebb and flow 

that dreams often take she was trying again and again to warn 

not a bald eagle but the various representatives of the America 

she grew up in.  A retired vet who spoke to her Sunday school 

class, the hospice nurse who had cared for her mom, the funnel 

cake vendor at the summer festival dressed in red white and 

blue.  For each of them she was try to warn them, well actually 

assure them that everything was going to be OK.   

 

As she woke up she knew what she was going to do.  Armed 

with her chainsaw she marched out to the old dead tree in 

which the eagle had made it nest and she cut it down.  The 

Eagle screeched and squawked in anger at what she had lost 

her nest she had returned to year after year.  The next day as 

she suspected she found the eagle preparing another dead tree 

for its nest.  She continued for 3 days to follow the bird cutting 

down each nest until the raptor had found safety of the rock 

cliff and began to build her nest there.  Proud and strong, a 

beautiful nest on a prominent point overlooking what would be 

and ideal hunting ground once the trees were cleared.  

 

I don’t know were you’re at in this time of fear and 

uncertainty.  I am sure it feels like the rug is being pulled out 

from underneath you.  Let me tell you it is.  God is using this 

time to cut down anything and everything you have put your 

trust in other then him.  Your job, you health, your influence, 

your nest egg.  And just like that eagle who was completely 

baffled by the injustice of the women with the chain saw you to 

might still be dwelling on the things you have lost.  You might 

be upset with God.  Or just plain scared.  BUT, God has 

promised! … no substitutions.  What you have entrusted to 

Him is His.   He is leading you and your family to the safety of 

the cliff which is your trust in Him.   
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19 And the LORD said, “I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of 

you, and I will proclaim my name, the LORD, in your presence. I will 

have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion 

on whom I will have compassion. 20 But,” he said, “you cannot see my 

face, for no one may see me and live.” 

21 Then the LORD said, “There is a place near me where you may 

stand on a rock. 22 When my glory passes by, I will put you in a cleft in 

the rock and cover you with my hand until I have passed by. 23 Then I 

will remove my hand and you will see my back; but my face must not 

be seen.” – Exodus 33:19-22 

 

 

 

I don’t know what you have lost.  BUT, I assure you God has 

promised to bring you to a proud and prominent place where 

he can provide for you and your family and all your needs.      
 

  

 

 

 


