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Isaiah 40:1-8, “Comfort, comfort my people,” says your God. “Speak tenderly to Jerusalem. 

Tell her that her sad days are gone and her sins are pardoned. Yes, the LORD has punished her 
twice over for all her sins.” Listen! It’s the voice of someone shouting, “Clear the way through 
the wilderness for the LORD! Make a straight highway through the wasteland for our God! Fill in 
the valleys, and level the mountains and hills. 
Straighten the curves, and smooth out the rough places. Then the glory of the LORD will be 
revealed, and all people will see it together. The LORD has spoken!” A voice said, “Shout!” I 
asked, “What should I shout?” “Shout that people are like the grass. Their beauty fades as 
quickly as the flowers in a field. The grass withers and the flowers fade 
 beneath the breath of the LORD. And so it is with people. The grass withers and the flowers 
fade, but the word of our God stands forever.” 

2 Timothy 4:1-5, I solemnly urge you in the presence of God and Christ Jesus, who will 

someday judge the living and the dead when he comes to set up his Kingdom: 2 Preach the 
word of God. Be prepared, whether the time is favorable or not. Patiently correct, rebuke, and 
encourage your people with good teaching. 

3 For a time is coming when people will no longer listen to sound and wholesome teaching. 
They will follow their own desires and will look for teachers who will tell them whatever their 
itching ears want to hear. 4 They will reject the truth and chase after myths. 

5 But you should keep a clear mind in every situation. Don’t be afraid of suffering for the Lord. 
Work at telling others the Good News, and fully carry out the ministry God has given you. 

2 Peter 1: 12-21, Therefore, I will always remind you about these things—even though 

you already know them and are standing firm in the truth you have been taught. 13 And it is only 
right that I should keep on reminding you as long as I live. 14 For our Lord Jesus Christ has shown 
me that I must soon leave this earthly life, 15 so I will work hard to make sure you always 
remember these things after I am gone. 

16 For we were not making up clever stories when we told you about the powerful coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. We saw his majestic splendor with our own eyes 17 when he received 
honor and glory from God the Father. The voice from the majestic glory of God said to him, 
“This is my dearly loved Son, who brings me great joy.” 18 We ourselves heard that voice from 
heaven when we were with him on the holy mountain. 

19 Because of that experience, we have even greater confidence in the message proclaimed by 
the prophets. You must pay close attention to what they wrote, for their words are like a lamp 
shining in a dark place—until the Day dawns, and Christ the Morning Star shines[g] in your 
hearts. 20 Above all, you must realize that no prophecy in Scripture ever came from the 
prophet’s own understanding, 21 or from human initiative. No, those prophets were moved by 
the Holy Spirit, and they spoke from God. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Peter+1&version=NLT#fen-NLT-30459g
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Yesterday we observed the 20 anniversary of the 9/11 terror attacks. 

While that day was a horrible day, what I remember the most these 20 

years later was the unity and return to God and the church that 

followed that tragic day. We have had many other tragedies since, but 

none to that same level in my opinion and unfortunately, they have all 

seemed to only further divide us. I heard a politician and media 

personality say a long time ago, “Never let a good crisis go to waste.” 

Well friends, the Devil has known that philosophy since he convinced a 

third of the legions of heaven to follow him in rebellion to God 

Almighty. For the last year and a half, we have been constantly 

bombarded by absolutely nothing but bad news. One bad thing after 

another from the pandemic to the lockdown, riots and looting, 

genocides, new wars and rumors of wars, 100’s of thousands of the 

most vulnerable have died, the loss of constitutional rights and 

freedoms, censorship, cancel culture, the constant murder of 

innocents, to one of the most contentious election and post-election 

cycles in modern history. I could go on for a long time, but I won’t! 

Things were so bad that this summer, the federal government told us 

that UFOs are real, and I don't know if anybody even batted an eye at 

that! Talk about people living in a blue funk.  

Many are asking “Pastor Dave, isn't there any good news out there at 

all”? Well, yeah, because when you look to the Lord, absolutely there is, 

and we're going to do that so that we can get our hearts and minds 

right with God.  

Today we’re wrapping up our series called “Blessings” and were 

focusing on the blessing of vocation, our jobs that provide for us and 

our families. But we also have a ‘calling.’ It could be your job, or maybe 

it’s a calling inside your job where God has placed you. Our calling, no 
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matter what our “Job” is, is to reflect God’s glory to this broken world. 

Today’s message is called Good News. Because the biggest blessing we 

have in today's life on earth is the good news, The GOSPEL. And the 

biggest blessing we can be to our crazy mixed-up world is to share The 

GOSPEL.  

We're going to look at all kinds of good news today, not only to help us 

deal with the bad news, but to give us victory over it. 

 I mentioned our Calling is to reflect God’s glory. Remember, people, 

we’re not the ones doing it, we’re not the ones producing it, we’re just 

reflecting it like this mirror reflects this light.  

This morning we’re going to look at the best news of all. In spite of all 

the bad things that are going on in our world right now, the Bible is still 

true and trustworthy. 

And to see that, we turn today to our Old Testament reading; Isaiah 

Chapter 40. Let’s focus in on verses 6 through 8. If you have your Bibles 

turn with me, please Isaiah Chapter 40 verses 6 through 8: 

A voice said, “Shout!” I asked, “What should I shout?” “Shout that 
people are like the grass. Their beauty fades as quickly as the flowers in 
a field. 7 The grass withers and the flowers fade beneath the breath of 
the LORD. And so it is with people. 8 The grass withers and the flowers 
fade, but the word of our God stands forever.” 
 

A little historical context. At this point in the Book of Isaiah, the 

Northern Kingdom of Israel had been judged by God and exiled to 

Assyria. 

The southern Kingdom of Judah had been judged by God and exiled to 

Babylon. 
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That was the bad news. But starting here in Chapter 40 is the good 

news. Judgment was over for the people. Sins had been paid for. They 

were going to go back to the land, and the Lord was coming. And how 

could those people trust that all that good news was true because our 

text this morning tells us God word is true.  

Our text this morning in Isaiah 40 tells us three reasons why we can 

know the Bible is trustworthy and true no matter what. Let's look and 

see what those three reasons are. 

The first reason why the Bible is trustworthy, is because the Bible is 

the word of God. Now I realize many in this world today think it’s just a 

fairy tale for anti-science, knuckle-draggers, who marry our cousins and 

play the banjo. Only those people believe the Bible is still the word of 

God, right! 

Did you notice who is saying these words in Isaiah 40? Back up to verse 

one: it's God! God says it, not Dave Stier, Chris Cuomo, Chance the 

Rapper, LeBron James or a hundred other influencers of our culture 

today. 

The Bible is not fake news. It's not a debunked conspiracy theory. The 

Bible is not a Russian disinformation campaign. The Bible is the word of 

God. The Bible is trustworthy because the Bible is the word of God. And 

that's exactly what the Bible says about itself. 2 Timothy 3:16:  

“All Scripture is inspired by God, which literally means it was breathed 

by the mouth of God and then written down by men as the Holy Spirit 

moved them to write exactly what the Lord wanted them to write.”  

We need to take great care in using Scripture. We must not try to bend 

it to our will but allow it to bend us to God’s will. Back up just one 

chapter 2 Timothy 2: 16-19: 
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Avoid worthless, foolish talk that only leads to more godless 
behavior. (Sound familiar?) 17 This kind of talk spreads like cancer, as in 
the case of Hymenaeus and Philetus. 18 They have left the path of truth, 
claiming that the resurrection of the dead has already occurred; in this 
way, they have turned some people away from the faith. 

19 But God’s truth stands firm like a foundation stone with this 
inscription: “The LORD knows those who are his,” and “All who belong 
to the LORD must turn away from evil.” 

Friends, now we don’t have to spend all day talking about the Bible & 

God. We can tell jokes, have fun, enjoy the Creation He gave us. We can 

even enjoy the job, the career, God has so blessed us to have.  But this 

verse specifically warns us to avoid the worthless, foolish talk. The 

things that divide us as Christian brothers and sisters. The things that 

tear down the things that are shameful. We need to examine ourselves: 

what kind of “talk”? What things are we spending our time on, and 

filling our minds with, and telling our kids it’s ok to invest our time in 

other than God’s Kingdom? 

Jump with me again just two chapters forward in 2 Timothy to chapter 

4:  

2 Timothy 4:2-5  

Preach the word of God. Be prepared, whether the time is favorable or 

not. Patiently correct, rebuke, and encourage your people with good 

teaching. 

3 For a time is coming when people will no longer listen to sound and 
wholesome teaching. They will follow their own desires and will look 
for teachers who will tell them whatever their itching ears want to 
hear. 4 They will reject the truth and chase after myths. 



PASTOR DAVID STIER 
9/12/21 

GOOD NEWS 
 

Sermon manuscript not edited for publishing. 6 

5 But you should keep a clear mind in every situation. Don’t be afraid of 
suffering for the Lord. Work at telling others the Good News, and fully 
carry out the ministry God has given you. 

What is that work, that ministry? Telling others the Good News. Yes, we 

are to provide for our families in our vocations, our jobs, but that 

shouldn’t be divorced from who we are in Christ. Our ‘work’ should 

agree with our faith as well as all other aspects of our lives. 

 Before I came to Messiah, the church I served in couldn’t afford to care 

for me and my family. So I did ministry full-time and worked another 

job full-time. That other job was driving a school bus for special needs 

kids. It drove me crazy that I could not do ministry full-time ‘til one day I 

discovered, “Hey, this bus driving thing is ministry as well.” I was 

bringing comfort, peace, and God’s love to those families in a way I 

never could as a pastor. 

 Ok, back to the point I was making about trusting God’s word. Paul is 

not alone in this claim that every word is ‘God-breathed.’ Peter writes 

in 2 Peter 1:20-21: Above all, you must realize that no prophecy in 

Scripture ever came from the prophet’s own understanding, 21 or from 

human initiative. No, those prophets were moved by the Holy Spirit, 

and they spoke from God. 

I've heard critics tell me hundreds of times, “Dave, you can't believe the 

Bible because it was written by humans.” But they defend their 

argument by calling other humans to back up their claims. 

No, the Bible was inspired by God, written down by man and that's why 

the Bible is the most unique book in the history of the whole wide 

world. 
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Written over a period of 1500 years by 40 different authors from all 

walks of life from kings to slaves, written in every kind of place you can 

imagine, from deserts to palaces to fishing boats and prisons. 

66 books, 1,189 chapters, 31,102 verses, over 79,840 words and every 

single one of them breathed by the mouth of God. The Bible is the word 

of God. 

All kinds of archaeological evidence confirmed that the Bible is 

trustworthy, and the Bible is the word of God. Just last year, in 2020, 

archaeologists in Israel found another 1st century church in Caesarea of 

Philippi. The verry location that Matthew 16 says was the location of 

Jesus' transfiguration. That’s where he shed his earthly body and shown 

in all the glory of His heavenly body.  

They found another 1st century church in Laodicea; a fortress of King 

David in the Golan Heights; the palace of the evil King Manasseh in 2 

kings 21, one that historians denied existed for decades. I could go on 

and on and on. 

Friends, don't let them kid you. Jesus Himself said that “God’s word is 

truth”. (John 17: 17) 

The Bible is trustworthy because the Bible is the Word of God. 

Now I realize not everybody believes that. 

Seth MacFarlane, who created Family Guy and a few other shows said 

this:  

“The Bible is just a joke book written by a bunch of four thousand-year-

old Goat Herders, who obviously had nothing better to do than smoke 

some Mesquite and fantasize about angels and demons.” How sad. 

But you know what's even worse? 
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There are people in churches today who call themselves Christians who 

don't really believe the Bible is the word of God. A church in Nashville, 

TN has this on their website. “We follow the teachings of Jesus, but 

beware, those teachings are just one way of experiencing the unity and 

oneness of life, so we need to draw from diverse sources in our spiritual 

journey. We know that because the Bible isn't the word of God, 

inerrant or infallible it’s just a product of a community and a human 

response.” 

Folks, to deny the absolute truth and the absolute authority of the 

Bible. That's heresy. I don't know what religion it is, but it is not 

Christianity. 

I get people, yes even some calling themselves pastors, telling me, 

‘Dave, you can't tell people that this is wrong, or that behaviors or 

certain so called “lifestyles” are sinful because you can't let the Bible 

override the gospel.’ What?  

First of all, the gospel does not mean God gives you a free pass to do 

whatever it is that floats your boat, and secondly, you can't separate 

the gospel from the Bible because the gospel is the main message of 

the Bible all the way from Genesis to Revelation. Jesus said in John 

10:35 “Scripture can't be divided”, which means you take it all or 

nothing. 

‘Well Dave, I love God but I don't like his Bible. I don't like His word.’ 

Yeah, that's like telling your wife, ‘Honey, I love you but I hate it when 

you talk to me.’ We'll see how long that flies. 

Friends, listen to me. Here's the good news. The word of God is the 

word of God and the good news is you are not alone because there are 

millions and millions of Christians all across this world who still believe 
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with all their hearts that the Bible is true and are willing to take a stand 

for it no matter what it costs them. 

As we go on in this text, we see a second thing. A second reason why 

we know the Bible is trustworthy, not only because the Bible is the 

word of God, but also because it is true. 

We know the Bible doesn't lie because the Bible is the word of God and 

God doesn't lie. Numbers 23:19: “God is not a man, so he does not lie. 

He is not human, so he does not change his mind. Has he ever spoken 

and failed to act? Has he ever promised and not carried it through?” 

Friends the Bible is not Wikipedia, where anybody can just go in and 

change whatever they want to at any time. We have over 25,000 copies 

and partial copies of the scriptures from a text that goes back about 

4000 years that have proved the Bible hasn’t been changed since the 

very moment God gave it. Revelation 22:18 says you even think about 

changing the Bible in any way, shape or form there will be hell to pay, 

literally. 

Friends you can trust the Bible. We can trust the Bible because it's 

inerrant and infallible, which means there are no mistakes in the Bible, 

and the Bible can't make a mistake about anything it says or reports.  

This is the biggest blessing we can be to the crazy mixed up world 

around us. To proclaim God’s Truth. Luther said, “Truth always. Peace 

when possible” when speaking about the Word of God. 

I’m sure there are some people listen to the sermon right now, saying, 

‘Well, Dave, there's all kinds of mistakes in the Bible.’ For thousands of 

years, every single word in this Bible has been analyzed a trillion times 

by critics who are just dying to find a mistake in it anywhere at all. 
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Years ago, I had someone challenge me on this; ‘John chapter 2:13 says 

Jesus went up from Capernaum to Jerusalem. But on the map 

Capernaum is north of Jerusalem, so that verse is wrong because it 

should have said Jesus went down from Capernaum to Jerusalem. See, 

there's a mistake in the Bible.’ See how ridiculous people get? 

Let me take a moment and clear that one up for you. In Jesus’ day, the 

average person didn’t use maps and compasses or have built-in GPS’s 

like today. Almost everybody walked everywhere they went so most 

didn't think in terms of direction like north and south. They thought in 

terms of elevation, because it was a lot harder to walk up the mountain 

than down it. Seeing as the city of Jerusalem sits 1,000 feet higher 

above sea level than the town of Capernaum, Jesus really did go up to 

Jerusalem and not down. The Bible is true. 

Doctors say eight days after a baby is born the vitamin K prothrombin 

level in the baby's blood is fully developed. So if the baby gets cut, the 

blood will clot and the little kid won't bleed out. 

On what day were Jewish baby boys supposed to be circumcised? What 

day after birth? According to Leviticus 12:3 that would be the 8th day. 

Gee, how did Moses know about vitamin K levels in the human 

bloodstream? He didn't. But God did. 

Proverbs 6:27 says having sex outside of marriage is like pouring 

burning coals into your lap. Many people suffering with one of the 

many STD’s out there will tell you that's true. 

But the question is, if you don't trust the Bible, who or what else are 

you going to trust? You gonna trust politicians, the media, celebrities? 

Like Billie Eilish? Last February because of the pandemic, she was 

ordering all of her food online like a lot of other people did. But 
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because celebrities get so divorced from reality about things in the real 

world, she had no idea what food costs. So, when she saw online a box 

of Froot Loops cereal for $35 a box, she ordered 70 of them.i Now I’m 

told these were not the family size boxes either they were the mini 

single serve boxes. JIC you don’t know $35 is an outrageous price for a 

case of Froot Loops. I wouldn't trust Billie Eilish to walk my nonexistent 

dog. Let alone give my kids life advice. 

We see a third thing. A third reason why we can know the Bible is 

trustworthy, not only because the Bible is the word of God, not only 

because it’s true, but third because we can depend on it.  

And that's exactly what Isaiah is telling us to do here. But Christians we 

will never depend on the word of God until we first of all read it and 

know what it says. 

Then the question is, what's stopping us from doing that? Because it 

only takes about 70 hours to read the whole Bible. 35 of the Bible 

books you can read in 45 minutes, 21 more of these books you can read 

in 20 minutes, same time it takes you to watch an episode of Cobra Kai 

or the Bad Batch.   

Chicago Bears safety Eddie Jackson reads through the entire Bible every 

month, over 2 hours of reading a day. (And you know I’m no Bears fan 

but man this guy has it figured out!) That's depending on God's word. 

Friends we need to read and share what we read in the Bible because 

it’s the greatest blessing we have today here on earth. We can be a 

great blessing to others by sharing the Good News of the Gospel but 

how can you share it if you don’t know it? 

The Bible cannot be cancelled like Doctor Seuss, no matter what they 

try. The word of our Lord endures forever. The Bible is an anvil. That 
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wears out a million hammers, and history proves that over and over 

and over again. 

303 AD Roman Emperor Diocletian issued a decree to destroy 

Christianity and all Bibles in the Roman Empire, but then just 25 years 

later, the next Emperor, Constantine declared Christianity the official 

religion of the Roman Empire and ordered scholars to produce more 

Bibles than ever before. The word of the Lord endures. 

1776 French philosopher Voltaire said 100 years after his death, 

Christianity would disappear, and the Bible would be a forgotten book. 

But then exactly 100 years after his death, the Geneva Bible Society 

bought Voltaire's house and was using Voltaire's own printing press, to 

print and ship thousands and thousands of Bibles all over the world. 

During the Cultural Revolution in China, 1940s and 1950s, Chairman 

Mao tried to destroy Christianity in China by killing millions of Christians 

and burning millions of Bibles. But today, even though China is still 

Communist, China is the fastest growing Christian country in the history 

of the world. The word of the Lord endures forever. Matthew 25:34 

“Heaven and Earth may pass away. His word will never pass away.”  

God has this incredible way of reminding us of that. Over and over 

again. If you have friends or family that do not know Jesus, bring them 

next week. I will be giving another message on the GOSPLE, it’s bit 

shorter a portion of it will walk us from Genesis to Revelation in 5 

minutes. I know God’s Word and the Holy Spirit can change hearts and 

minds. 

Folks, the good news is, in spite of all the bad things that are happening 

in our world right now, the Bible is true and all the promises for you 

and me in that Bible are true. And all the plans that God has for the end 
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times for the world and for you and me to take us out of here and to 

take us home are still in effect. 1 Kings 8: 56 says; “not one, not one 

good thing that God has ever promised that his people will ever fail to 

come to pass,” not one. 

And after Jesus comes again. And it's all said and done. There's only 

going to be three things that are going to last for eternity. Only three 

things that will endure forever. God, His word, and you, the people of 

God.  Do you know him my friends? 

Are you saved? Have you trusted in Jesus Christ as your Lord and 

savior? Do you believe that Jesus Christ died on the cross and rose from 

the dead to pay the price for your sin and to save you? Because if that 

really is the only thing that really matters, don't let anything in this 

world distract you from that. 

Because everything else in this world, everything that we love and that 

we care about and that we work hard at, everything that we lose sleep 

over one of these days is going to be gone.  

The good news, the Gospel of Jesus Christ is the power of God for the 

salvation of everyone who believes the good news is true.  

So now the only question is…. Do you believe it? 

 
i https://www.businessinsider.in/entertainment/news/billie-eilish-says-she-once-ordered-70-boxes-of-froot-loops-
by-accident-because-she-doesnt-know-what-things-cost/articleshow/80454725.cms 


