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SUNDAY WORSHIP  
SEPTEMBER 27, 2020 

8 & 9:30 AM 
 
 

Pastor Kurt Hoover 
Pastor David Stier 

 
Organist: Rose Ann Sochan 

Choir Director: Herb Alexander 
Youth Director: Brian Phipps 

Worship Coordinator: Lloyd Evans 
 
 

“Honor the Lord for the glory of his name. Worship the Lord 
in the splendor of his holiness.” (Psalm 29:2)  

40 Houbolt Rd. 
Joliet, IL 60431 

815.741.4488 www.mlcjoliet.org 
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Welcome To Messiah Lutheran Church livestream 
SEPTEMBER 27, 2020 

8 & 9:30 A.M. 
Enter Reverently, Worship Joyfully, Live Faithfully 

 
PRELUDE                                                                                             Rose Ann Sochan 
 
OPENING HYMN     “In Christ There Is No East or West” p. 285 v. 1-4 The Hymnal 

 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Leader: We gather today to worship the one, true living God, and bring before Him 
our praise. As we do so, we confess our reliance on Him and our desire to be 
clean before Him. The blood of Jesus cleanses us from sin, but we must 
confess it. For if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive 
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. We want to come before 
Him with honest and pure hearts this morning.  
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A MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER AND REFLECTION 
 
Leader: Holy and Gracious God, 
All: I confess that I have sinned against you this day and every day. Some of 

my sin I know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am 
ashamed—but some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I 
ask forgiveness. Deliver and restore me, that I may rest in peace and live 
each day for You. 

Leader: By the mercy of God we are united with Jesus Christ, and in Him we are 
forgiven. We rest now in His peace as we worship Him, and rise every 
morning to serve Him.  Amen.  

 
WELCOME 
 

LITANY BASED ON PSALM 118 

 

PASTOR:  Come, all you who are thirsty, 

     come to the waters; 

ALL:   And you who have no money, 

      come, buy and eat! 

PASTOR:  Come, buy wine and milk 

       without money and without cost. 

ALL:   Why spend money on what is not bread, 

      and your labor on what does not satisfy? 

PASTOR:  Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, 

ALL:    And you will delight in the richest of fare. 

PASTOR:  Give ear and come to me; 

      listen, that you may live. 

ALL:   I will make an everlasting covenant with you. 
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SONGS OF PRAISE             “Every Move I Make” v. 1-2 
 

Every move I make I make in You 
You make me move Jesus 
Every breath I take I breathe in You 
Every step I take I take in You 
You are my way Jesus 
Every breath I take I breathe in You 
 
Waves of mercy, waves of grace 
Everywhere I look, I see your face 
Your love has captured me 
Oh my God, this Love 
How can it be? 
 
Na na na na na na na 
Na na na na na na na 
Na na na na na na na 
Na na na na na na na 
 
 “Mercy is Falling” v. 1-2 
 

Mercy is falling, is falling, is falling 
Mercy it falls like the sweet spring rain 
Mercy is falling, is falling all over me 
 
Hey, oh, I receive Your mercy 
Hey, oh, I receive Your grace 
Hey, oh, I will dance forevermore 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE PART 1                                                                  Andrew Wiley 
 
SONGS OF PRAISE                          “Undignified”  v. 1 
                        

I will dance I will sing 
To be mad for my King 
Nothing Lord is hindering this passion in my soul 
I will dance I will sing 
To be mad for my king 
Nothing Lord is hindering this passing in my soul 
 
And I'll become even more undignified than this 
Some my say it's foolishness 
But I'll become even more undignified than this 
Leave my pride by my side 
And I'll become even more undignified than this 
Some my say it's foolishness 
But I'll become even more undignified than this 
 
La, la, la, la, la, HEY! 
La, la, la, la, la, HEY! 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE PART 2                                                                 Andrew Wiley 
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OUR EPISTLE READING 
Deuteronomy 8:1-10 (NIV) 
Readers: Beverly Korby (8:00), Jane Costello (9:30) 
 
Be careful to follow every command I am giving you today, so that you may live and in-
crease and may enter and possess the land the Lord promised on oath to your ances-
tors. 

2 
Remember how the Lord your God led you all the way in the wilderness these forty 

years, to humble and test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not 
you would keep his commands. 

3 
He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feed-

ing you with manna, which neither you nor your ancestors had known, to teach you that 
man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of 
the Lord. 

4 
Your clothes did not wear out and your feet did not swell during these forty 

years. 
5 

Know then in your heart that as a man disciplines his son, so the Lord your God 
disciplines you. 
6 

Observe the commands of the Lord your God, walking in obedience to him and revering 
him. 

7 
For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land—a land with brooks, 

streams, and deep springs gushing out into the valleys and hills; 
8 

a land with wheat and 
barley, vines and fig trees, pomegranates, olive oil and honey; 

9 
a land where bread will 

not be scarce and you will lack nothing; a land where the rocks are iron and you can dig 
copper out of the hills. 
10 

When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the Lord your God for the good land he 
has given you.  
 
OUR EPISTLE READING 
Colossians 3:11-14  
Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave 
or free, but Christ is all, and is in all. 

12 
Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly 

loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and pa-
tience. 

13 
Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance 

against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 
14

 And over all these virtues put on 
love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 
  
OUR GOSPEL READING 
John 6:32-40    
32

 Jesus said to them, “Very truly I tell you, it is not Moses who has given you the bread 
from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 

33
 For the 

bread of God is the bread that comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 
34 

“Sir,” they said, “always give us this bread.” 
35

Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of 
life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never 
be thirsty. 

36
 But as I told you, you have seen me and still you do not believe. 

37
 All those 

the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive 
away. 

38 
For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him 

who sent me. 
39

 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all those 
he has given me, but raise them up at the last day. 

40
 For my Father’s will is that everyone 

who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise them up 
at the last day.” 



 7 

 

 
 

MESSAGE                               
       

              “The Tie that Binds” 
                                                By Pastor Kurt Hoover 
                                                (Copies of this sermon and others can be              

found online at mlcjoliet.org)   
 
 
HYMN                      “The Church’s One Foundation”  p. 277   v. 1-2, 4   The Hymnal 
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WORDS OF FAITH                                                                          1 John 5 (GNT) 
Whoever believes that Jesus is the Messiah is a child of God; and whoever loves a fa-
ther loves his child also. This is how we know that we love God's children: it is by lov-
ing God and obeying his commands. For our love for God means that we obey his 
commands. And his commands are not too hard for us, because every child of God is 
able to defeat the world. And we win the victory over the world by means of our 
faith. Who can defeat the world? Only the person who believes that Jesus is the Son 
of God.  
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
THE OFFERING                                                                    Rose Ann Sochan 
Text prayer requests to 815-483-1814 
 
OUR RESPONSE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
COMMUNION 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                             
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen 
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 COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Thank you Father for the gift of salvation. Thank You Lord Jesus for this holy 
meal and the sacrifice of Your life. Thank You Holy Spirit for awakening faith 
within our hearts. We hear Your voice in this meal and celebrate Your holy 
presence. Melt us, mold us, fill us, use us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
 
THE BENEDICTION 
 
CLOSING HYMN                        p. 286  v. 1-3  The Hymnal 

POSTLUDE                                                              Rose Ann Sochan   
God Will Never Lead You To A Place  
Where His Grace Cannot Keep You. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #35178., CCLI License No. 854341 
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 “The human soul is a lonely thing. It must have the assur-
ance of companionship. Left entirely to itself, it cannot en-
joy anything. God said in the beginning, “It is not good that 
man should dwell alone” (Genesis 2:18). The creation of Eve 
was the beginning of human companionship.  
  
God’s people are a body, not intended to function separate-
ly, not intended to be unconcerned for one another. The on-
ly true body in the world is the Church.  
  
The world may talk grandly of brotherhood, but in reality 
its philosophy is “each man for himself.” God’s children are 
guaranteed the richest and truest friendship, both here and 
hereafter.  
  
Only in a true friendship and a true love do we find a genu-
ine basis for peace. Only God can break down the national 
and racial barriers that divide men today. Only God can 
supply that love that we must have for our fellowman. We 
will never build brotherhood of man upon earth until we 
are believers in Christ Jesus.  
  
The only true cohesive power in the world is Christ. He 
alone can bind human hearts together in genuine love. “  
– Billy Graham 
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SERMON SERIES STARTING 
OCTOBER 4TH 
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 MLC NEWS 

 
ONLINE GIVING 

Online giving is an easy way to give to MLC, and there are three ways to do it: 
 

1) Follow this link: messiahlutheranchurch.churchcenter.com/giving 
2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet and choose to use either 

your debit/credit card or automatic bank withdrawal.  
3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 

If you need assistance with any of these, please email worship@mlcjoliet.org or call the 
church office at (815) 741-4488. 

 
FYI, automatic bank withdrawal via the Church Center app is the least expensive meth-
od for the church to process giving payments electronically, but everyone is welcome 

to use any of the preceding methods.  Of course, you can always mail your giving to 40 
Houbolt Rd., Joliet, IL 60431. 

 
ONLINE CONNECTION CARD 

We have an online connection card for people to interact with MLC, as well as show 
their attendance at all three services. It helps us keep track of who’s attending/

watching, and it helps us to stay aware of the needs of the church. Just go to bit.ly/
MLCConnect. 

 
OUTDOOR/INDOOR SERVICES FOR OCTOBER 

As you might imagine, our worship services will be changing along with the weather. 
We are aiming for a date of October 18th to begin holding all three of our Sunday ser-
vices inside in the sanctuary. We are also planning on streaming the 8 am traditional 

service as well as the 9:30 am service beginning on this date. Because of the limitation 
of seating to fifty people per service, reservations should be made for the service you 
would like to attend. If you’d like a standing reservation at one of the services, call the 

office or email Lloyd at worship@mlcjoliet.org and we will put you on the standing res-
ervation list.   

 
SEPTEMBER SERMON SERIES 

Our sermon series for September is called “Like a Child”, and will not only focus on how 
God and Jesus see children, but also will have services planned around engaging chil-

dren throughout. Items tied to the sermon will be available before church services. 
Have your kids join the fun! 

 
OCTOBER/NOVEMBER SERMON SERIES 

There are so many wonderful and positive promises made by our God in the Bible. This 
sermon series, called “Uplift”, will focus on the wonderful promises God has made to all 

of us upon which we can always rely.  
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 NEW BOARD DIRECTORS 
We have two new board directors. Mike Brown will be serving at the head of the Evan-

gelism board, and Aimee Gipes will be serving as the interim Christian Education 
board head. Please be in prayer for these two individuals as they take on these minis-

tries. 

 
GET INVOLVED 

 
DAYBREAK SHELTER 

Because of Covid-19, Daybreak Shelter is now doing boxed dinners. We will be pack-
aging those boxes on Sunday, October 11 after 11 am service, and boxing and deliver-

ing them on Monday, October 12 by 4 pm. To fill the boxes, we need donations of 
whole fruit, chips, homemade cookies and two five pound containers of potato salad. 
Please bring all items by Friday, October 9 at 5 pm. Call the church office or sign up in 
the church narthex to let us know if you’ll be helping at one or both of these opportu-

nities.   

 
FREE MUSIC LESSONS 

Lloyd Evans is offering free music lessons to those who are interested in learning how 
to play an instrument or improve their vocal capabilities and would like to use their 

talent on the worship team. If you are interested in taking guitar, bass, keyboard, drum 
or vocal lessons for the goal of joining the worship team, please contact Lloyd at wor-

ship@mlcjoliet.org.  
 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD BOXES 
We plan on doing shoe boxes for Samaritan's Purse again this year. The only differ-

ence is we plan to distribute the shoe boxes earlier in order to give you more time to 
fill them out.  Boxes will be available October 1 and will be due back November 22nd. 
You can pick up and drop off the boxes in our container by door 13 (the door by the 
offices) any time during office hours. Any questions, please call Donna Stier or the 

church office.  

 
MLC NEEDS 

 
 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

If you’re interested in working in any of these ministries, please contact the church of-
fice at worship@mlcjoliet.org.  

Greeters: People will have different questions about safety, and you can be the one to 
assure them and thank them for making worship a priority.   

          Ushers: There is less to do during the service, but helping people find the right 
place to sit has never been so important.    
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          Tech Team: We now have three important jobs in the tech arena: We need three 
people each Sunday to take care of sound, displays and cameras.           

Altar Guild: Working behind the scenes to make sure the Altar and communion ele-
ments are ready for worship.  

           
QUILTERS NEEDS 

Quilters are in need of any size sheets. Please be sure they are without rips, tears or 
stains. There is a basket in the narthex to put them. Thank you.  

 
MLC CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

 
HARVEST FEST (October 31 from noon to 3 pm) 

Come join us for our yearly event of fun, games, and candy for pre-k through 6th 
grade. There will be a carnival with games, candy and prizes, and we’ll have We’ll have 
Trunk or Treat with great fellowship. Kids are encouraged to wear their costumes. Vol-
unteers will wear gloves and games will be frequently sanitized. Come on out for this 

safe event! 
 

AWANA (starting in October) 
It’s going to look a little different, but the goal of teaching children the word of God 
and training them to serve Him will remain.   
 What:   Virtual Awana, with weekly releases including worship time,  
 group lessons and bible verse memorization.   
 Meeting:  We’ll gather together occasionally to allow for some fun and social in 
 teraction.  We’ll be sure to meet in a large area and practice social distancing. 
 Who:  Preschool - 6

th
 grade.  You don’t need to have joined Awana to partici 

 pate this year! 
 Get updates:  Join Remind to get the latest Awana updates. To join, simply    
 text @awanamlc to 81010 or go to remind.com/join/awanamlc 

 
MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 

 
MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

We’re back in the building for Sunday school for middle and high school students eve-
ry Sunday. We’ll meet upstairs in the Awana area. 

 
S.A.L.T. (Tuesdays at 6:30 pm) 

Our high school program, S.A.L.T., is in full swing at 6:30 pm. All high school students 
are invited every week for a great time of fellowship, fun and Biblical teaching.  

 
H2H (HEAD TO HEART) (Wednesdays at 6 pm) 

H2H is in full swing. Be sure to get your 7th and 8th graders involved with our Confir-
mation class.  
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VAN PURCHASE 
The student ministry is fundraising for a fifteen passenger van to compliment the church 
bus that we have now. Many times, they have events where the bus is not enough for the 
amount of students attending. You can help by participating in the “180 Project”. The “180 

Project” is a board of envelopes numbered 1 to 150, and you choose which number/
amount you’d like to donate. The envelopes are available in the narthex or you can contact 
brian at brian@mlcjoliet.org to ask for the one you’d like. You can also donate via our giv-

ing app or on our giving website at bit.ly/MLCGiving. 
 

EVENTS 

 
PRAYER GROUP (Thursdays at 10 am)  

In the sanctuary and on Zoom platform. Email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for more infor-
mation. 

 
INSIGHT ADULT BIBLE STUDY (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

Insight has started back up. It’s a great time for study and fellowship. Parents, you can 
bring your children and there are two options for them: a busy bag will be provided and 

they can stay with you, or they can go to room 101 where there will be videos and they will 
be supervised. The topics and teachers for September and October are: 

 
September 27: Doug Potts - "Principle of Stewardship" (Luke 12:13-32) 

October 4: Harold Stier - "Introduction to the book of Daniel" 
October 11: Jim Ortinau - "Seemingly Unanswered Prayers" 

October 18: Jim Ortinau - "Seemingly Unanswered Prayers, part 2" 
October 25: Doug Potts - "Spiritual Gifts" (I Corinthians 12) 

 
COMMUNITY RESOURCES 

 
MENTAL HEALTH HOTLINES 

Illinois Department of Human Services (IDHS): 800-889-3931 
National Domestic Hotline: 800-799-7233 or 800-787-3224 

Disaster Distress Helpline for Mental Health: 800-985-5990 or text 66746 
Substance Abuse Mental Health Service Administration: samhsa.gov 

Center for Disease Control: cdc.gov 
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STEWARDSHIP VERSE OF THE WEEK 

Proverbs 16:3   
“Commit your work to the Lord, and your plans will be established.” 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
This week’s flowers are in celebration of Jane and Alan Costello’s 32nd wedding an-
niversary. If you would like to purchase altar flowers, please call the church office or 

sign up in the church narthex.  
 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP &  
ATTENDANCE 

 

WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 20 
8:00 am: 57 
9:30 am: 39 

9:30 am (online):  318 views 
11:00 am: 47 

 
Insight: 14 

 
All online counts are estimates only. 

2020 BUDGET 

 
*Yearly Operating Budget:  $684,388 
Average Need Each Week: $13,161 

Received last week: $12,007 
Received year-to-date: $458,700 
Needed year-to-date:  $500,574 

 
* Amended 5/1/20 with Pastoral Position’s Adjustment 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 

TODAY (September 27) 
8 am Outdoor Worship 

9:30 am Indoor/Online Worship 
9:30 am MH & HS Sunday School 

9:30 Insight 
11 am Outdoor worship 

MONDAY (September 28) 
8 am Cornerstone Homeschool 

TUESDAY (September 29) 
6:30 pm S.A.L.T. 

WEDNESDAY (September 30) 
8 am Classic Conversations Homeschool 

6 pm H2H 
THURSDAY (October 1) 

10 am Prayer Group 
11:30 am Staff Meeting 

FRIDAY (October 2) 
N/A 

SATURDAY (October 3) 
9 am Worship Team Rehearsal 
NEXT SUNDAY (October 4) 

8:00 Outdoor worship 
9:30 am Indoor/Online Worship 

9:30 am MS & HS Sunday School 
9:30 am Insight Adult Bible Study 

11 am Outdoor worship 


