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Six Steps to Leaving a Legacy 

Molly and I have become big fans of Dave Ramsey.  We have taken the classes, read the books, I 

have subscribed on YouTube and listen to him on the radio.  

Molly and I have become big fans of Dave Ramsey.  We have taken the classes, read the books, I 

have subscribed on YouTube and listen to him on the radio.  

 

Money is not our God.  And that is exactly the point.  We let money control our lives, our emotions, 

and our sense of security.  What can God do in our lives if we stop ignoring money and become 

masters of our money?  

 

Here are Six Steps to Leaving a Legacy from a member of the Dave Ramsey team, Chris Hogan.  
1) Live below your means. Your income is your number-one wealth-building tool, no matter how 
much you make. If you're living paycheck to paycheck, spending everything you make, you'll never 
get anywhere.  
 
2) Make a plan. Write down a budget each month before the month begins. Have a goal in mind? 
How long will it take you to get out of debt? How long will it take to save up a $1,000 emergency 
fund? Set deadlines and goals, and plan for results. Make sure what you're doing with your money 
is matching what you have set as your goals!  
 
3) Stop using credit cards. It's all about the cash, baby! Think green from now on. Take a moment 
to reflect on how you're getting burned by credit card interest and cut up those cards forever. 
Make interest work for you instead of letting it get you into deeper debt.   
 
4) Build an emergency fund. You want quick access to cash. Life is going to happen—the flat tire, 
the leaky roof, the busted HVAC unit—and you want to be prepared when that happens. With an 
emergency fund, you can pay cash for these setbacks instead of throwing down a credit card. And 
remember, this is an emergency fund—so don't let your wants get in the way of your needs!  
 
5) Diversify. When you get around to investing, understand that spreading your assets out and 
having the right allocation is extremely important. Make sure you find an investment 
professional—like one of Dave's Endorsed Local Providers (ELPs)—whom you can trust to guide 
you through the process and answer any of your questions without talking over your head. And no 
matter what, don't listen to Uncle Earl and your broke friends. Use a professional.  
 
6) Remember estate planning. This one is so easy to forget, but it's unbelievably important! Make 
sure you have a will in place, starting today! Get on it. This isn't complicated, and it's not 
expensive. You'll also want term life insurance coverage of eight to 10 times your annual income. 
 
Remember, building financial security is not something you can do from watching a 30-second 
infomercial. It takes time, patience and understanding to do things the right way.  
 
Trust me, you can do this. Start the process, and you'll be amazed at how quickly you build 
momentum and take control of your money. This is the real way to leave a legacy and make a  
difference in your family forever! 
 
 
In Christ,  

Pr. Kurt Hoover 

 
 
 

From Pastor Kurt Hoover 
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Anyone Can Give 

Read: Malachi 3: 8-12  

 

This reading here is talking about something called a ‘Tithe’. 

What exactly is 'tithing'? Is it the same as bringing an offering to God, or giving to a need? 

A tithe is 10% of what we have – of our earnings. We see in v.10, that it says to “bring the tithe 

into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house”. This ‘storehouse’ means the church 

where we go. 

 

Though this is a practice from Old Testament times, we can still choose to live by this today – as 

the giving of a tithe or an offering is what we decide in our hearts to do. In the bible days, they 

often gave tithes of their crops – herbs, fruit and grain. We don’t usually give a tithe of these 

things in our part of the world, though some countries may do so. The tithe we give comes out of 

what we have earned from the job we have. This is separate from giving an ‘offering or giving to a 

‘need’. 

 

Both tithing and giving offerings need to be given from a heart willing to give. We need to give out 

of a desire to bless others. We should not give out of pressure, but to give because we want to. 

The important thing to remember about tithing is that when we live by this principle we are putting 

God first and trusting our needs to Him. Even if we think we don’t have much to give, we should 

still give as God prompts us – as God sees our hearts and will bless us more than we could ever 

know. I can testify to God’s blessings being poured out on my family. I believe this is because we 

chose to put God first and gave our tithes and offerings faithfully, even though it was sometimes 

hard to do that. 

 

Is there a way you can give to help and bless someone else? Maybe you have books, toys, small 

appliances, furniture or even clothing and automobiles that you can give to others that don’t have 

much. If you’re young maybe you could talk to your parents or Sunday school teacher about how 

you can apply this to your life. If you have kids maybe you can talk to them about what you as a 

family can give. If your nearing or in retirement and on a “fixed income” maybe you can talk to 

friends, pastors or relatives on how you can give or your time as well as your treasures. But 

remember, giving is from the heart, and we don’t give to God to get something from Him, but oh 

boy does he bless us when we put Him first and step out in faith. 

 

Remember this—a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small crop. But the one who 

plants generously will get a generous crop. As we start into 2020, ask yourself this question, can I 

trust God even more and give more to His work? If you don’t regularly give, start small with $5, 

$10, or even $20 a week and see how God helps you realign your expenses and priorities. All 

ages are able to give! You must each decide in your heart how much to give.  Don’t give 

reluctantly or in response to pressure. “For God loves a person who gives cheerfully.” And God will 

generously provide all you need. Then you will always have everything you need, and plenty left 

over to share with others. ~ 2 Corinthians 9: 6-8(NLT) 

 

Whenever you are tempted not hold on to tight to what you have pray this simple prayer: 

 

Lord I want to be a blessing, To others, and to you 

So help me see how I can give, Into your storehouse too 

 

PD2  

a.k.a. Pastor Dave Stier 

From Pastor David Stier 
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• The first Workcamp training day for Workcamp 2020 is January 11 from 9 am to 

2 pm in the fellowship hall. All of those going to work camp should try to be in at-

tendance.  

• Head 2 Heart confirmation class (for junior high) continues on Wednesdays @ 

6:15 pm 

• The student ministry is compiling a cookbook and they need your recipes. You 

can contact brian at brian@mlcjoliet.org or call the church office for more details. 

The recipes are due by Sunday, January 26.  

 

As always, check the youth bulletin boards and youth kiosks for sign up sheets are 

more info. 

 

Here are some highlights from the December 2019 Parish Planning Council meet-

ing:   

 

• The Safety and Security Ministry Board now has five volunteers for the security 

team and those individuals are present throughout the property during services. 

• The Call Committee had their first meeting in December to set up their proce-

dures.  They will meet further in January 2020 and beyond, to continue the call pro-

cess. 

• President Beth Hohisel reviewed Messiah’s Mission Summary and asked all 

boards to keep this mission statement in mind.  Actions of the boards should sup-

port the mission statement. 

Parish Planning Council members spent time during this meeting reviewing the pro-

posed 2020 budget.  The budget will be finalized and presented to Messiah’s con-

gregation at the Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 26, 2020. 

 

 

 

 

In December, the Call Committee met with Perry Fruhling, The Coordinator of Pasto-

ral Ministry for LCMC.  He outlined the suggested steps in the call process which we 

will begin in January with an assessment survey.  Please be on the lookout for this 

assessment via email as well as in the bulletin.  Your feedback is very important to 

the success of this process so please take time to answer the questions and return 

the survey by the requested deadline.  Your prayers are welcome, as we ask the Ho-

ly Spirit to guide us to what God wants to do in the process.  

 

Winter/Spring Youth Ministry 

Parish Planning Council December 2019 

Call Committee Update 
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Are you ready to take control of your money in 2020? Financial Peace University 

(FPU) is a nine-lesson course,  designed to help you build a budget, dump debt, 

grow your wealth, and leave money stress behind! Each lesson, taught by Dave 

Ramsey and his team of financial experts, is based on biblical wisdom and common 

sense. In your FPU group, you’ll be motivated and encouraged by others just like 

you! When you sign up for FPU, you’ll get your member workbook and one free year 

of Financial Peace Membership, with access to exclusive online tools to help you on 

your journey. Class begins January 12, 2020 to March 8, 2020.  

 

Sign up today at fpu.com/1106284.  Make 2020 the year you start your debt free 

journey.   Contact Doug Potts or Pastor Hoover for more information. 

The Safety and Security team has been busy getting our Volunteer Security up and 

running.  We are thankful for the start of our Security Team with 5 volunteers who 

have started to walk the campus at Messiah while we are in church service, classes 

or the children are in Sunday School.  The Security Team will be wearing a name 

badge and are also carrying a 2 way radio.  During the time a Security Team mem-

ber is present, we ask the following areas to use a 2 way radio in the Nursery, Ush-

ers, Sunday School, Gathering House and Youth Intern in the Family Life Cen-

ter.  The goal of the Security Team is to help secure the building and make Messiah 

a safe place to worship so and you can focus on your worship time.  We are looking 

to expand this team and ask for a commitment of 3 hours a month.  If you are inter-

ested please contact the church office or Pat Burke at 815 931-1427. 

 

Since we have added more entrances, it also makes it harder to have a secure 

building.  Based on recommendations from the Joliet Police Department and an ex-

ternal Security Consultant, the recommendation is to keep the door locked at the 

entrance for the Family Life Center.  We asking that everyone to enter church and 

Sunday School service thru the doors by the office or Sanctuary.  We know this is a 

slight inconvenience, but if it helps us to  have a safe place to worship, it is worth 

this minor inconvenience. 

 

 

Safety Reminders for January, 2020: 

 

•  Use hand sanitizers and wash hands often to prevent spreading germs. 

• If you are sick, stay home to prevent passing your illness on to others. 

•  Practice caution when walking outside during winter weather conditions. 

• January is National Drug and Alcohol Abuse month - partner with youth and 

adults to hold conversations regarding alcohol abuse. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Safety and Security Team 

Financial Peace University 
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Attention Messiah Women ages 18 and beyond. You are invited to join the Secret Pal 

Group! As a member, you will be paired with another woman who you will support 

through prayer and monthly remembrance with a small card or gift. Sign up by Sunday, 

January 26th. Forms are on the Secret Pal table along with more information. Call 

Maureen Williams with questions: (815-531-7250) 

 

 

 

We will be taking down Christmas lights on January 5th after the 11 am service. Every-

one is welcome to help. We would greatly appreciate it! 

 

 

Our annual meeting will be on Sunday, January 26 after the 11 am service. Make a 

point to get involved and become knowledgeable about plans for the upcoming year. 

 

 

 

 

1) Gathering House 

Jan 5th & 12th - Case for Christmas 

Starting Jan 19th - Fearless Conversations:  How Can We Be Fully Faithful When 

We're Fully Flawed? 

 

2) Fellowship Hall 

Jan. 5th and 12th - (Lloyd Evans) Messy Church 

Jan. 19th & 26th - (Jim Ortinau) Foundations  

Feb 2nd & 9th - (Harold Stier) Creation and the Flood 

 

3) Mosaic - Starting Jan 5th- "Emotionally healthy spirituality" 

Class meets for 6 weeks @ 9:30am  starting March 1st.  Students and parents 

are encouraged to worship as a family at 8am or 11am services in addition to 

class. 

 

 

Insight for January 2020 

Secret Pal Ministry 

Christmas Lights 

Annual Meeting 
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Save the dates! 1st communion- of 5th graders - The First Communion classes are 

right around the corner.  Class meets for 6 weeks @ 9:30 am starting March 

1st.  Students and parents are encouraged to worship as a family at 8 am or 11 am 

services in addition to class. 

 

.   

 

 

 

Please note that content for the weekly bulletin is due by noon each Thursday & con-

tent for the monthly newsletter is due by the 22nd of each month. Thank you for your 

cooperation! 

 

 

 

 

On February 8th from 1 pm to 3:30 pm, MLC will be hosting a family trivia night. We will 

be playing team trivia, and each team will be a family, with a wide range of ages on 

each team. Bring snacks and drinks to share. Childcare will be available. It’s trivia for 

ages 8-88 and beyond! 

Communication Deadlines 

Family Trivia Night 

First Communion Class 
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Counters   Readers 8 AM 

Date Name   Name Date 

January 5 Gayle Arko, Wayne Lauffer   Marsha Smith January 5 

January 12 Stan Buhr, Kate Joho   Dan Stukel January 12 

January 19 Cindi Moauro, Judy Fowler  Bev Korby January 19 

January 26 Dana Stier, Ken Skinner  Ron Sarver January 26 

  S   

Ushers 8 AM  E Readers 9:30 AM 

January 5 Terry Anderson, Jerry Bucheanau R Angie MItchka January 5 

January 12 Don Cyborski, Mike Joho V Molly Hoover January 12 

January 19 Wayne Lauffer, Bob Miller I Marcie Vickers January 19 

January 26 Craig Stone, Dave Peterson N Lynda Mahalik January 26 

     

Ushers 9:30 AM  G Readers 11 AM 

January 5 Bill Unyi, Lou Mahalik  Elaine McGrath January 5 

January 12 Judy Queen, Jeff Holmes  Lori Spielman January 19 

January 19 Bob Arko, Roger Gordon  Greeters 8 AM 

January 26 Stephanie Gregoles, Roger Liberty  Kathy Mueller January 5 

  A Darlene Matison January 12 

Ushers 11 AM T Ruth Ann Ungeran, Nancy Bertnik January 19 

January 5 Gary Phillips, Harold Stier   Marge Christensen, Marty Hohisel January 26 

January 12 Phil & Alex Pribnow    

January 19 Doug & Janet Potts                        Greeters 9:30 AM  

January 26 Mike Scarelli, Daryl Hoelscher  Bev Korby January 5 

  M Bob & Gayle Arko January 12 

Communion Assistants 8 AM E Sheldon & Marjie Nicol January 19 

January 5 Gerry & Pat Boe S Darryl & Cindi Souza January 26 

January 12 Marsha Smith, Bev Korby    

January 19 Ruth Ann Ungeran, Darlene Matison I  Greeters 11 AM 

January 26 Randy Ling, Nancy Bertnik A Pat Haaksma, Linda Frey January 5 

  H Kim Ciuffini January 12 

Communion Assistants 9:30 AM  Summar Evans January 19 

January 5 Angie Mitchka, Bev Korby, Carol Gordon  Summar Evans January 26 

January 19 Jane Costello, Allen & Teryl Lundeen    

Communion Assistants 11 AM  

Would you like to help serve?  
Call the Church Office at 815-741-4488   

January 5 Doug Potts, Aimee Gipes, Kersten Bauc  

January 19 Tammie Terry, Donna Stier, Harold Stier  
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January 1 

Lloyd Evans  

James Burns 

Brent Cariveau  

Kimberly Goffinet  

Ben Johnson 

Brendan McGrath  

January 2 

Marcie Conner 

Phil Pribnow 

Brett Robertson 

January 3 

Catherine Allen  

Bradford Stacy 

Michael Wegemer 

January 4 

Jerzie Nicola 

January 5 

Breckin Alberico 

Alyssa Burgos 

Chase Burns 

Cindy Moauro 

January 6 

Ryan Norman 

Beatrice Winterstein 

January 7 

Anna Fick 

Cole Goshert 

Suzanne Prybell 

January 8 

Melanie Bafia  

Haylie Bernhard 

Wayne Lauffer 

Roger Liberty 

Mary McDonald 

Peggy Stone 

January 9 

Terry Anderson 

January 10 

Ann Cummings 

James Enix 

Edelgard Hoffmann 

Elizabeth Liming 

Sophia Piunti  

Renae  Rogina 

January Birthdays & Anniversaries 

January 11 

Andrew kIttler 

Caroline McCauley 

Kyle Mills 

Chris Norman 

Connie Osborne 

January 12 

Richard Anderson 

Payton Thompson 

January 13 

Easton Bragg 

Sarah Prybell 

Elise Tabb 

January 14 

Eric Bowman 

Suzanne Cordon 

Austin Crago 

Caleb Winters 

January 15 

Terry Anzalone 

Kathryn Boe 

James Hines 

Edmund Ongenae 

January 16 

Alexis Bowman 

Charles Bugnits 

Elaine Fick 

Rachael Nevsimal 

Sheldon & Marjie Nicol 

Cameron Thieme 

January 18 

Gail Crisp 

Darryl & Cindi Souza 

January 19  

Gregory Alexander 

Londyn Nordstrom 

John Wassenaar  

January 20 

David Ziegler 

January 21 

Diana Bond 

Ashley Gjerde 

Ashley Harrison 

Ron Sarver 

Mason Steg 

January 22 

Bill Bretwisch 

Logan Gipes 

Scott Lollar 

David Stier 

January 24 

Clinton Alves 

Debby Gruber 

January 25 

Kristi Boe 

Kara Courtright 

Charles McCune 

Katie Moauro 

January 26 

Olivia Boe 

Rayna Boe 

Jamie Bowman 

Thomas & Pat Burke 

Victoria Holmes 

January 27 

Kirk & Carol Brandmire 

Kaylyn Castillo 

Alexander Gifford 

Roger & Linda Liberty 

January 28 

Gayle Arko  

Zander Nicola 

Debbie Puckett 

Nicholas Thieme 

January 29 

Dianne Pullman 

Elizabeth Warwick 

January 30 

Laurel Alexander 

Judy Fowler 

Emma Hoelscher 

Sandra Tadey 

James Valkovich 

January 31 

Jennifer Bauc 

Chuck Bennett 

Calloway Walsh 

Amanda Warwick 
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Christmas  
Program 2019 
“The King’s  
Birthday”! 
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ADDRESS 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
40 Houbolt Rd. 
Joliet, IL 60431 
815-741-4488 
Fax: 815-741-4501 
Email: info@mlcjoliet.org 
Website: www.mlcjoliet.org 


