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December 29, 2019 

Welcome To Messiah Lutheran's Morning School Of the Bible! 
First Sunday After Christmas Day 

 
PRELUDE                Rose Ann Sochan 
 
OPENING HYMN     p. 125 v. 1&4  The Hymnal 

 



HYMN     p. 138 v. 1-3 The Hymnal 
 



Litany adapted from Isaiah 9 
Pastor: The people walking in darkness 
All:  have seen a great light; 
Pastor: on those living in the land of deep darkness 
All:  a light has dawned. 
Pastor: For to us a child is born, 
All:  to us a son is given, 
Pastor: and the government will be on his shoulders. 
All:  And he will be called 
Pastor: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
All:  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
Pastor: We worship you Lord in the  name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
  Holy Spirit. 
All:  Amen. 
 
WELCOME  (Please sign the CONNECTION card FOUND IN THE PEW IN FRONT OF YOU and place in the offering plate.) 

 

HYMNS OF PRAISE  “O Little Town of Bethlehem” p. 141 v. 1-2 & 4 The Hymnal 
 
 



 
 
 

HYMN    p. 144 v. 1-2 The Hymnal 
 
 



HYMN    p. 288 v. 1-3 The Hymnal 
 
 



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON                                                                           Kersten Bauc 
 
OFFERING               Rose Ann Sochan 
Ushers this morning are Nancy Bertnik and Ruth Ungeran (8:00) 
Daryl Souza and Jim Umbaugh (9:30) 
Daryl Hoelscher and Harold Stier (11:00) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OUR OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Isaiah 9:1-7 (NLT) 
Readers: Marsha Smith (8:00) Jeff Holmes (9:30) 
 
Nevertheless, that time of darkness and despair will not go on forever. The land of 
Zebulun and Naphtali will be humbled, but there will be a time in the future when 
Galilee of the Gentiles, which lies along the road that runs between the Jordan and 
the sea, will be filled with glory. 2 The people who walk in darkness will see a great 
light. 
For those who live in a land of deep darkness, a light will shine. 3 You will enlarge the 
nation of Israel, and its people will rejoice. They will rejoice before you as people 
rejoice at the harvest and like warriors dividing the plunder. 4 For you will break the 
yoke of their slavery and lift the heavy burden from their shoulders. You will break the 
oppressor’s rod, just as you did when you destroyed the army of Midian. 5 The boots 
of the warrior and the uniforms bloodstained by war will all be burned. They will be 
fuel for the fire. 6 For a child is born to us, a son is given to us. The government will 
rest on his shoulders. And he will be called: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 His government and its peace will never end. 
He will rule with fairness and justice from the throne of his ancestor David for all 
eternity. The passionate commitment of the Lord of Heaven’s Armies will make this 
happen! 

OUR EPISTLE LESSONS Colossians 2:12-19, I Thessalonians 4:13-18  
 
 
(8:00 & 9:30) 
 
 

12 
For you were buried with Christ when you were baptized. And with him you were 

raised to new life because you trusted the mighty power of God, who raised Christ 
from the dead. 

13 
You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature 

was not yet cut away. Then God made you alive with Christ, for he forgave all our 
sins. 

14 
He canceled the record of the charges against us and took it away by nailing it 

to the cross. 
15 

In this way, he disarmed
[a]

 the spiritual rulers and authorities. He 
shamed them publicly by his victory over them on the cross. 

16 
So don’t let anyone 

condemn you for what you eat or drink, or for not celebrating certain holy days or new 
moon ceremonies or Sabbaths. 

17 
For these rules are only shadows of the reality yet 

to come. And Christ himself is that reality. 
18 

Don’t let anyone condemn you by 
insisting on pious self-denial or the worship of angels,

 
saying they have had visions 

about these things. Their sinful minds have made them proud, 
19 

and they are not 
connected to Christ, the head of the body. For he holds the whole body together with 
its joints and ligaments, and it grows as God nourishes it. 
13 

And now, dear brothers and sisters, we want you to know what will happen to the 
believers who have died so you will not grieve like people who have no hope. 

14 
For 

since we believe that Jesus died and was raised to life again, we also believe that 
when Jesus returns, God will bring back with him the believers who have died.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+2%3A12-19&version=NLT#fen-NLT-29470a


15 
We tell you this directly from the Lord: We who are still living when the Lord returns 

will not meet him ahead of those who have died. 
16 

For the Lord himself will come 
down from heaven with a commanding shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trumpet call of God. First, the believers who have died

 
will rise from their 

graves. 
17 

Then, together with them, we who are still alive and remain on the earth will 
be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Then we will be with the Lord 
forever. 

18 
So encourage each other with these words. 

 
 
(8:00 & 9:30) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



THE MESSAGE 

"What If It Was Always Winter, But Never Christmas?" 

by Pastor David Stier 

   (Copies of this sermon and others can be found on our sermon table in the church entryway.)  

 

HYMN                          p. 132 v. 1&3 The Hymnal 

 
 



WORDS OF FAITH                                                                   The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again. He ascended into 
Heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.  
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER (8:00) 
Serving communion this morning are Greg & Deb Dole 

 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the  
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
HYMN  (8:00)         “Lamb of God” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMNS TO BE SUNG DURING COMMUNION  (8:00)  p. 137, 143, 147, 157 
 (Each of these hymns can be found in the Pew Hymnal) 
 
 

THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (8:00) 

          All:  Thank you Father for the gift of salvation. Thank You Lord Jesus for this 
holy meal and the sacrifice of Your life. Thank You Holy Spirit for awakening faith 
within our hearts. We hear Your voice in this meal and celebrate Your holy presence. 
Melt us, mold us, fill us, use us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

 
BENEDICTION 
 
HYMN      “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” p. 133 v. 1&3 The Hymnal 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



POSTLUDE                                                   Rose Ann Sochan 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #35178.  
CCLI License No. 854341 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
DECEMBER CALENDAR: There will be no Sunday School classes today. Classes 

resume Sunday, January 5. 

ALTAR FLOWERS: Today’s altar flowers are provided by Maureen Williams in 

memory of Patty Soderberg, Forest Frownfelter & Ben McGuire. If you would like to 

purchase altar flowers for a particular Sunday, sign up in the narthex. Note that the 

sign up area has moved to the north wall. 

HOLIDAY CALENDAR: There will be no Wednesday night services on January 1 

(New Year’s Day). Enjoy the holidays! 

FAMILY TRIVIA NIGHT: On February 8th from 1 pm to 3:30 pm, MLC will be hosting a 

family trivia night. We will be playing team trivia, and each team will be a family, with a 

wide range of ages on each team. Bring snacks and drinks to share. Childcare will be 

available. It’s trivia for ages 8-88 and beyond! 

SAVE THE DATE FOR CAMPING!: MLC is planning a family camping trip on May 15-

17. The location is to be decided, but will be within 90 miles of the church. Whether 

you glamp or tent camp, come join the family fun! More info to come, but sign up if 

you are interested. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL (INSIGHT) 2020: We’re starting off the new year with some 

exciting Insight classes. Classes being January 5th.  

• The Mosaic class will be studying “Emotionally Healthy Spiritually”.  

• Lloyd Evans will be teaching a two-week class on “The Messy Church: A Study of 1 

Corinthians” in the fellowship hall.  

• The Gathering House class will continue its study on “The Case for Christmas”. 

 

OFFICE CHRISTMAS HOURS: The church office will close at noon on Dec. 31 and re

-open January 2nd at 9 am.  



ALL 2019 CONTRIBUTIONS NEED TO BE IN THE OFFICE BY NOON, TUESDAY, 

DECEMBER 31. 

SECRET PAL: Attention Messiah Women ages 18 and beyond. You are invited to join 

the Secret Pal Group! As a member, you will be paired with another woman who you 

will support through prayer and monthly remembrance with a small card or gift. Sign 

up by Sunday, January 29th. Forms are on the Secret Pal table along with more 

information. Call Maureen Williams with questions: (815-531-7250) 

YOUTH CHOIR: Youth Choir will be on break for today and resume practicing on 

January 5 at 10:45 am.  

 

YOUTH COOKBOOK: The student ministry is compiling a cookbook and they need 

your recipes. You can contact brian at brian@mlcjoliet.org or call the church office for 

more details. The recipes are due by January 26.  

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS: We will be taking down Christmas lights on January 5th after 

the 11 am service. Everyone is welcome to help. We would greatly appreciate it! 

 



Matthew 6:21 
“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

 
 

STEWARDSHIP & ATTENDANCE 

 

DECEMBER 22 

8:00 am -76 
9:30am-171 

11am- 76 
Total-323 

2019 BUDGET 

Operating Expenses:  $739,802      
Average Need Each Week: $14,227 

Received last week: $9,592.00 
Received year-to-date: $$649,483 
Needed year-to-date:    $725,577 

 

 “Growing God’s Family” Progress 
(including extension through Dec. 29, 2019) 

Estimate - $2,065,000 
Received - $2,094,599 



This Week At Messiah 
Today 

Winter Blast 
8 & 9:30 am Worship Services 
11 am Family Praise & Worship 

Tuesday 
New Year’s Eve (Office closes at noon) 

Wednesday 
New Year’s Day (Office is closed) 

Thursday 
10 am Prayer Group 

Next Sunday 
8 & 9:30 am Worship Services 

9:30 am Sunday School 
10:45 Youth Choir Rehearsal 

11 am Family Praise & Worship 
 

 
Messiah Lutheran Church      Website: www.mlcjoliet.org     

 Email: info@mlcjoliet.org 

Follow us on Facebook! 


