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 FROM PASTOR HOOVER 

 

EASTER SUNDAY (April 4th) Son Rise Campfire 

 

Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and 

went off to a solitary place, where he prayed. -Mark 1:35 

 

On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices 

they had prepared and went to the tomb. – Luke 24:1 

 

Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that 

it was Jesus. -John 21:4 

 

Three mornings. One, early in Jesus ministry, one at the dawn of his resurrection, 

and a third before he ascended into heaven. Can you imagine the experience of the 

women that first Easter morning? The coolness of the morning air, wet feet from the 

dew, the musty smells of rock and moss, cricket chirps replaced by the peeps of 

birds, perhaps the salty taste of sleep or tears at the corner of their mouths. But of 

all the experiences of that morning, it would be the slow, imperceptible transition 

from darkness to a flood of light that stood out the most. 

 

This Easter we invite you to join us for a new tradition. An Easter campfire followed 

by a true sunrise service. Whether you join us for worship at 6:30 am or join us 

outside for the campfire at 6:00 am you are welcome to join a silent procession 

from the campfire into the sanctuary through the choir door. 

 

We are really excited about our Lenten anticipation of this big day. On Wednesdays 

in Lent we will meet at a new time – 6:30 pm - because there will not be a meal and 

we want to give families room to get home for bedtime. The theme will be the 

spiritual practices of Lent. Lent is truly about what Christ has done for us. We will 

take time to think about how God works through daily routines to make himself 

known. Perhaps you will join us for your first fast during Holy Week. For others it will 

be a better awareness of things like solitude, sacrament, and simplicity. 

 

Our Sunday theme is Come Together. Who knew something as small as a face mask 

could divide us from family and friends? There are so many ways that we deal with 

fear and uncertainty. We find security in a perception of control, a set of rules to 

follow. For others it is the opposite. We feel threatened by anything that challenges 

our perception of liberty. There was and still are no shortage of things that can 

divide us. This Lenten season our Sunday worship will focus on healing and 

reconciliation. Not just the appeal for us to come together but the power of God to 

change the way we feel about and treat each other. God has, God will and God is 

bringing us together. 

Pastor Kurt Hoover 
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 FROM PASTOR STIER 

 

Come Follow Me 

Read John 1:35-50- 

As Jesus walked by, John looked at him and declared, “Look! There is the Lamb of 

God!” 37 When John’s two disciples heard this, they followed Jesus.38 Jesus looked 

around and saw them following. “What do you want?” he asked them. They replied, 

“Rabbi, where are you staying?”39 “Come and see,” he said….43 The next day Jesus 

decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Come, follow me.” 
 

There is this question I’ve been pondering for at least a decade or more. What does 

it mean to be a church “member?”  Well as usual God knows what I’m thinking and 

He reveals Himself in his Word, the wisdom of Godly men and women, and Gospel 

conversations. Here are some thoughts I came across in my devotional reading and 

preparation for Lent (I’ve adapted it for how I feel it could relate to us here and now 

at Messiah):  

 

“For years, it seemed as church membership was thought of as being a member of 

an organization, not unlike being a member of the Lion’s Club or Elk’s Club or 

German/American Club! This understanding seemed to go hand-in-glove with the 

organizational or corporate structure of the church post-World War II, when church 

councils took on the trappings of boards of directors. To be a “member” of the 

church meant signing on the dotted line, receiving a box of offering envelopes and 

maintaining, at the least, the minimum required attendance and giving to remain a 

voting member or member-in-good-standing. What was lost in many ways was the 

Biblical understanding of being a disciple and follower of Jesus!  

 

In much of the western Church, there is a decided movement away from thinking of 

the Church as an organizational, institutional social entity, to hear again Jesus’ call 

for us to come and see, come and follow Him! In the Biblical sense, to be a 

“member” of the Church means to be a living, functioning member of His Body! 

“Member” in this way of thinking is not organizational, but organic — as the hand or 

foot or eye or mouth is a member of one’s physical body. This shift in thinking is not 

only Biblical, but also essential to the renewal of the Church in the world today. 

Thinking of ourselves only as members of the social club, which is the church, leads 

to minimum required participation, rather than encouraging full, faithful following of 

Jesus as Lord.”  

 

The season of Lent is a time for us as individuals, and as congregations, to examine 

ourselves and respond accordingly. Do we see ourselves as part of a community 

committed to following Jesus, His will and His way? Or are we stuck in old habits, old 

thinking and old patterns of church attendance and membership which, in western 

civilization, seem to be leading to decline and decay, rather than an exciting, 
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 dynamic, living faith of discipleship? If you think so here are just a few things 

you can explore. Get involved in a Life group; volunteer in the community, not 

to mention on Messiah’s campus; strive to make giving, worship, gathering 

with the body of Christ, and reading God’s word more of a priority in your life. 

These are just a few ways we can be renewed as disciples and followers of 

Jesus, the Messiah.  

I can’t wait to see  you all again in service and worship. 
PD2 aka Pastor Dave Stier 

 

MLC NEWS 
 

Connection Card 

Stay Connected with Messiah Lutheran. Fill the green 

connection card in the pew in front of you or go to bit.ly/

MLCConnect to fill out our online connection card. You 

can also scan the QR code with your phone and it will 

send you there. 

 

MLC Publication Deadlines 

Please note that content for the weekly bulletin is due by noon each 

Wednesday & content for the monthly newsletter is due by the 22nd of each 

month. Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

March Worship 

All three of our worship services (8, 9:30 and 11 am) are inside. The 8 and 

9:30 am services are also available for streaming online. There will also be 

overflow in the narthex if we surpass the 70 person threshold.  For other 

gatherings, we will be following the state protocols and Messiah’s protocols. If 

you plan on attending worship times in person, reservations should be made 

for the service you would like to attend. If you’d like a standing reservation at 

one of the services, call the office or email Lloyd at worship@mlcjoliet.org and 

we will put you on the standing reservation list. Attendees should be socially 

distanced and are encouraged to wear a mask.  

 

Prayer Chain 

Messiah uses a prayer chain made up of people willing to pray for our 

members, community and nation in times of crisis. The prayers are 

confidential and as anonymous as much as possible. You can make a 

difference through the gift of your prayers. Contact Cindi Souza at 

regency118@comcast.net or Pastor Dave at pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org to 

become a partner. 
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Upcoming Insight Topic 

Why is it hard to maintain your spiritual edge on Monday? 

 

Where's the God who was with me on Sunday? Each Monday it's a whole new 

world—hustling off to work and putting out fires. Or maybe dreading work and 

what might be another boring day. Mondays can be rough for most of us. In 

fact, Monday is responsible for more heart attacks, work hatred, and stress 

than any other day of the week. Mondays as we experience them are hurting 

our work, our marriages, families, and our spiritual life—It's time for a Monday 

Switch! 

 

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/1239 

 

Offering 

We will have an offering time during the service, but you can give any time 

during the week using one of the following ways: 

 1) Go to this link: bit.ly/MLCGiving 

 2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet and follow 

 the instructions given.  

 3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 

 4)  Mail your check to the church at: 40 Houbolt Rd, Joliet, IL 60431 

 If you need assistance with any of these, please email  

 worship@mlcjoliet.org or call the church office at 815-741-4488. 

 

 

GET INVOLVED 

Daybreak Shelter 

Because of Covid-19, Daybreak Shelter is now collecting and delivering items 

instead of packaging them. We are still accepting donations of these items 

during normal office hours M-F (9-5pm). We need donations of individually 

wrapped snacks, instant oatmeal, hot chocolate packets, small cereal boxes, 

and fruit. Please contact Karen Rebeuhr at ckdesignkaren@sbcglobal.net. 

 

Lil Loves Ministry 

Lil Loves is a new ministry starting at MLC with the express purpose of helping 

underserved parents and babies in the tri county area. This ministry will 

provide them with items like diapers, wipes, bottles, formula, and much more. 

Donations are needed, and if you’d like to donate, please contact Christine at 
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 office.manager@mlcjoliet.org to volunteer and for a complete list of donation needs. 

We are looking at April 24 for our first Baby Blessings Day (Give Away Day)! 

 

Altar Guild 

Is your heart calling you to become more involved at Messiah, but daily time 

constraints make it difficult? Join the setup team known as the Altar Guild. It is an 

opportunity and a privilege to prepare the worship space for the gathering of God’s 

family in worship. And, with enough volunteers you'd only be asked to serve  8-12 

weeks out of the year. The First Team: sets up Communion for the Sunday 8:00 a.m. 

service (can be done Saturday before noon) and resets for the 9:30 a.m. service. 

Second Team: resets after the 9:30 a.m. service for the 11:00 a.m. service and 

cleans up after the service. Individuals, couples, and families are invited to join this 

ministry. Please contact Nan Dusak at nldusak@comcast.net or 630.890.9958 for 

more information or to sign up. 

 

Nomination Committee 

This year is an election year, and a Nomination Committee has been chosen to 

prayerfully consider filling the roles of officers, board directors and members.  This 

process will begin in February with the proposed candidates brought before the 

congregation at a June meeting.  If you are interested in being considered for a 

position, please let a member of the committee know.  Thank you to the following for 

agreeing to serve on this important committee: Tom Bond– Co-Chair, Darryl 

Hoelscher– Co-Chair, Sharon Anderson, John Magemeneas, Jeanette Wegemer, Bryn 

Werner.   

 

This year, we plan to form a constitutional team.   While our constitution has served 

us well,  times change and we are recognizing a need to create flexibility in our how 

our members are able to serve.   The role of the constitutional team will be to review 

our constitution and propose updates to reflect our current and best practices.   The 

nomination process this year will begin to reflect some of these practices to give us a 

chance to try them out and determine what would best fit our church.  Watch for 

more information this spring.   

 
MLC CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

AWANA (Wednesdays, online) 

Awana is still going on.  It looks a little different, but the goal of teaching children the 

word of God and training them to serve Him will remain.  It’s virtual Awana, with 

weekly releases including worship time, group lessons and bible verse memorization. 

We’ll gather together occasionally to allow for some fun and social interaction. We’ll 

be sure to meet in a large area and practice social distancing. It’s for Preschool - 6th 

grade. You don’t need to have joined Awana to participate this year! Make sure to 
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 join Remind to get the latest Awana updates. To join, simply text @awanamlc to 

81010 or go to remind.com/join/awanamlc. Get links to Awana videos at 

mlcjoliet.org/awana. 

 

Children’s Sunday School (Begins Sunday, March 7 at 9:30 am) 

If you’re in kindergarten through sixth grade, join this group for Sunday school in 

the Family Life Center. Social distancing and other safety protocols will be 

followed.  

 

Children’s Choir (Begins Sunday, March 7 after Sunday School) 

Kids, join us for a fun time of singing and praising God! We will be restarting 

children’s choir on the same day as Sunday school in the FLC. Contact Sherry 

Unyi at bookkeeper@mlcjoliet.org for details. 

 
MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 

 

Middle and High School Sunday School (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

We’re back in the building for Sunday school for middle and high school students 

(7th-12th grade) every Sunday. We’ll meet upstairs in the Awana area. 

 

S.A.L.T. (Tuesdays at 6:30 pm) 

Our high school program, S.A.L.T., is in full swing at 6:30 pm. All high school 

students are invited every week for a great time of fellowship, fun and Biblical  

teaching.  

 

H2H (Head2Heart) (Wednesdays at 6:15 pm) 

H2H is in full swing. Be sure to get your 7th and 8th graders involved with our 

Confirmation class.  

 

Date Night Fundraisers (March 12 & April 30 from 6 pm to 10 pm) 

Parents! Do you need a date night? On these two nights the student ministry will 

watch your kiddos for a donation while you enjoy an evening out. This service is 

available for all students 7th grade and under. We will have games, movies, day 

care and food. Parents, contact Brian at brian@mlcjoliet.org to sign up.  

 

Ignite Youth Leadership Conference (April 9th-10th)  

Due to Covid this event is cancelled. The All Nighter/ Prayer Night will take its 

place. More info to come. 

 

Pizza Fundraiser (March 28th) 

Similar to the pie fundraiser, the student ministry will be making pizzas to sell for 

March 28th. They can be ordered via our website on the student ministry page or 



 8 

 

using envelopes in our bulletins. Cheese is $9, pepperoni is $10 and 

supreme is $11. Orders are due by Thursday, March 25. Students will be in 

the kitchen Saturday, March 27th from 10am-1pm making the pizzas. We will 

hand them out Sunday, March 28th in between services.  

 

M-fuge Mission Trip (July 10th-17th)  

We will be taking a trip to Tennessee to do M-Fuge which stands for Mission 

Fuge. M-fuge is a ministry that takes student ministries from all over the 

country and brings them to one area. During this week (July 10-17) students 

will be put in ministry situations that can range from yard work, day care, 

teaching, recreation, building, etc. in the local community. The goal of this is 

to open students’ eyes to the need that they have in their hometown. This is 

accompanied with awesome worship nights where the students have a big 

group worship along with church group time, and small group time. This is for 

students going into 9th grade in August 2021 through 12th graders. Talk to 

Brian about signing up for this ministry opportunity.  

 

Center Lake Bible Camp (August 8th-13th) 

Hey students (and parents): We’re headed back to CLBC! This week of camp 

is for students going into 5th-9th grade. Parents can sign the students up 

themselves at centerlake.org and get a discount by using the code CHURCH. 

You can get more details by emailing Brian at brian@mlcjoliet.org or by 

watching the video at bit.ly/MLCCenterLake. 

 
MLC EVENTS 

 

Walking in Faith (Wednesdays at 11:00 am) 

This group walks at the Joliet mall every Wednesday at 11 am and they’d love 

to have you join them. Email Sherri at bookkeeper@mlcjoliet.org for more 

info. 

 

Prayer Group (Thursdays at 10 am)  

In the sanctuary and on Zoom platform. Email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for 

more information. 

 

Vital Signs Study Life Group (Begins Monday, March 1 at 6:30 pm) 

In four Bible study sessions, Erwin McManus teaches how we can reclaim our 

spiritual health by examining how our faith affects us physically, emotionally, 

and relationally. This group will meet on Zoom or in-person at MLC. Contact 

the church at 815-741-4488 to sign up! Make 2021 your healthiest year yet! 
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Insight Adult Bible Study (Begins Sunday, March 7 at 9:30 am) 

We are ready to start up our Insight Sunday school again and we couldn’t be 

more excited. We will be meeting in the Fellowship Hall. Stay tuned for more 

details on topics and teachers.  

 

Mosaic (Begins Sunday, March 7 at 9:30 am) 

Mosaic is a “next level” Life Group ministry for 18-20 somethings AKA Mosaics 

or Millennials.  Mosaic not only describes the diverse age, status and 

backgrounds of this group but also the many ways to live a life of worship. 

Mosaic focuses on a life of worship through; service, fellowship, prayer, and 

music, all the while discussing Biblical truths. Their next study is about the 

names of Jesus. In this six-session series, Dr. Tony Evans journeys around the 

stomping grounds of Jesus in the land of Israel and presents a complete 

picture of the Incarnate God. By teaching on each of the major names of 

Jesus, Tony brings us face-to-face with the Second Person of the Trinity.  To 

join this group, simply come to the study at the Mosaic room (the classroom 

off of the fellowship hall).  

 

Thriving in Babylon Study Life Group (Begins Tuesday, March 9) 

This study is every Tuesday night for 6 weeks @ 6:30pm , in person at the 

Wegemers and on Zoom. Note: You will need to sign up for Right Now Media to 

join this group (It's free to Messiah people). Contact Brian at brian@mlcjoliet to 

sign up for a Right Now Media account. The study is about spiritually surviving 

in an increasingly spiritually hostile environment using the wisdom of Daniel.  

Contact the church office at office.manager@mlcjoliet.org if you plan on 

attending. 

 

Meet the Staff (Sunday, March 14 at 12:15 pm) 

We’d love for you to come and spend some time with the pastors and staff of 

Messiah on Sunday, March 14. Expect a time of good fellowship, good food 

and good conversation. Call or email the office if you plan on coming at 

worship@mlcjoliet.org. 

 

Co-Ed Adult Volleyball (Starts March 18 at 7 pm) 

Come on out for some great fellowship and friendly competition. Everyone is 

invited to play some volleyball in the FLC. We’ll be playing with people from 

Crossroads Christian Church as well.  
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 Financial Peace University (April 11-June 6) 

Come join us for a time of learning about how to honor God with our finances 

while we get our finances in shape. This class will meet every Sunday starting 

April 11 at 12:15 pm. There will be a scholarship for the first ten people to sign 

up. You can contact Doug Potts at dougpotts03@gmail.com for more info, or go 

the class link: fpu.com/1132981. 

 

 
FROM THE BOARDS 

 

Stewardship Article 

 

Hudson Taylor, a Nineteenth Century British missionary to China, is reported to 

have said, “God’s work, done in God’s way, will not lack God’s supply.” To know 

God’s way, we need to know His Holy Word. Or to say it another way: you need to 

know your Bible.  

 

St. Paul, before he spends two chapters on giving, wrote that every thought is to 

be taken captive to the obedience of Christ (2 Cor 10:5). Doctrine matters. And 

doctrine matters because the Scriptures matter. And the Scriptures matter 

because this is where we learn the teaching of Christ. Our thoughts must be 

brought into line with the teaching of Scripture so that our work is what God 

wants done and so that we do this work in His way. 

 

A good tree bears good fruit. A bad tree bears bad fruit. We have been made 

good trees in holy baptism. We are fertilized and pruned for bearing good fruit 

by constantly hearing God’s Word preached and taught in sermon and Bible 

Class and in receiving the life-giving, faith-sustaining food of the Lord’s Supper. 

Remember your doctrine, hold on to the Lord’s teaching, and your thoughts will 

be taken captive to the obedience of Christ.  

Bringing every thought captive to the obedience of Christ is recognizing that 

God does provide. The Lord’s Prayer teaches us to pray for daily bread. Praying 

this day in and day out reminds us that the Lord is the giver of our daily bread, 

and that we are to give thanks for His daily provision of it.  God is rarely early 

and never late in His work, as Abraham learned on the mount of the Lord it will 

be provided. The Lord’s generosity forms our generosity in return. 

 

Thus, we set aside for the work of God a generous, first-fruits, proportion of the 

daily bread that God has given to us. This act of trust in the Lord’s provision is 

the working out of our faith in Him. When budgetary discussions pop up our 



 11 

 natural reaction is to point fingers.  But remember your doctrine, and what your 

mother taught about pointing fingers. Our first natural reaction is not always 

right. In fact, when our thoughts are brought into captivity of Christ, our first 

reaction should be repentance. It should raise questions in our own lives. As 

good trees in Christ who are to bear good fruit, we should ask whether our 

thoughts have been taken captive by obedience to Christ.  Have we given 

generously? Have we given our first-fruits? You know. And God knows. “For the 

eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself 

strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him” (2 Chron 16:9).  

 

God will provide. He always has and He always will. He gives His meat in due 

season. He has not left you as orphans but has grafted you into His own family. 

You belong to Him. Remember this, letting this thought dwell in you richly. And 

you will then be rich toward others.  
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2020 YEAR IN REVIEW 
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Counters   Readers 8 AM 

Date Name   Name Date 

3/7/21 Dana Stier, Gerry Hauge   Beth Hohisel 3/7/21 

3/14/21 Brian Wielbik, Dan Stukel   Beth Hohisel 3/14/21 

3/21/21 Gayle Arko, Wayne Lauffer  Deb Dole 3/21/21 

3/28/21 Stan Buhr, Joy McClintock  Ron Sarver 3/28/21 

  S   

Ushers 8 AM  E Readers 9:30 AM 

3/7/21 Jerry Buchenau, Bob Miller R Marcy Vickers 3/7/21 

3/14/21 Mike Joho, Don Cyborski V Jane Costello 3/14/21 

3/21/21 Jerry Buchenau, Bob MIller I Marcy Vickers 3/21/21 

3/28/21 OPEN, OPEN N Molly Hoover 3/28/21 

  G   

Ushers 9:30 AM   Readers 11 AM 

3/7/21 Lou Mahalik, Bill Unyi  Youth Group 3/14/21 

3/14/21 Jeff Holmes, OPEN  Youth Group 3/28/21 

3/21/21 OPEN, OPEN  Greeters 8 AM 

3/28/21 OPEN, OPEN  NEED HELP 3/7/21 

  A NEED HELP 3/14/21 

Ushers 11 AM T NEED HELP 3/21/21 

3/7/21 Gary Phillips, Harold Stier   NEED HELP 3/28/21 

3/14/21 OPEN, OPEN    

3/21/21 Tammie Terry, Nathan Puckett                        Greeters 9:30 AM  

3/28/21 Mike Scarelli, Darryl Hoelscher  NEED HELP 3/7/21 

  M NEED HELP 3/14/21 

Communion Assistants 8 AM E NEED HELP 3/21/21 

3/7/21 N/A S NEED HELP 3/28/21 

3/14/21 N/A S   

3/21/21 N/A I  Greeters 11 AM 

3/28/21 N/A A NEED HELP 3/7/21 

  H NEED HELP 3/14/21 

Communion Assistants 9:30 AM  NEED HELP 3/21/21 

 N/A  NEED HELP 3/28/21 

 N/A    

Communion Assistants 11 AM  
Would you like to help serve?  

Call the Church Office at 815-741-4488 or   
Email office.Manager@mlcjoliet.org! 

 N/A  

 N/A  
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March 1 

Emma Belsha 

Jaime Dykstra 

March 2 

Victoria  Cordon 

Janice Holmes 

Grant Rogina 

March 3 

William Johnke 

Ryan Kittler 

Prudencia Moore 

Ken Skinner 

Terry & Joy McClintock 

March 4 

Carol Brandmire 

Jerald Buchenau 

Jessica Martin 

March 6 

David Nygard 

Katie Snyder 

Paul & Shannon Capps 

March 7 

Kathy Sievers 

Barbara Sullivan 

Gerry & Pat Boe 

March 8  

Tara Arnott 

Mike Joho 

Aubrey Murphy 

Joseph Sleyko 

March 9  

David& Julie Blish 

Matthew Fiday 

Doug Hawkinson 

March 10 

Reyna Carreno 

March 12 

Jim & Jennifer Gifford 

Annalyssa Manning 

March 13 

Pat Burke 

Tommy Craig 

March 14 

Gabriella Leupold 

Jacob McDonald 

Angie Mitchka 

March 15 

Kaci Courtright 

Rowan Hedden 

Jackson Nordstrom 

Michael Poole 

Kathy Thomason 

March 16 

Roger Gordon 

Logan Hall 

Wanda Konow 

March 17 

Almy Gerstenkorn 

March 18 

Jamie Benson 

Leesa Fox 

Morgan Nuyttens 

Mike Scarcelli 

March 19 

Leah Melton 

Bruce Vainowski 

March 20  

Dominic Hester 

Megan Hines 

Brad Johnson 

March 21 

Tom& Jennifer Glisson 

Mason Magemeneas 

Prudencia & Taylor Moore 

March 24 

Samuel Remus 

March 25 

Julie Bajt 

Alison Nordstrom 

March 26 

Dominick Gerovac 

Joshua Mathis 

March 27 

Thomas Craig 

David Freeman 

Jessica Kowalczyk 

Anita Schultz 

March 28 

Rae Ann Bennett 

March 29 

Gabrielle Anderson 

Ray Anderson 

Gwendelyn Bauc 

Jayden DeBoard 

Ken Neese 

Rose Sochan  

Jeanette Wegemer 

March 30 

Barbara Culinovic 

Ella Manning 

March 31 

Steve Anderson 

Randy Lollar 

Luke McDonald 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
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ADDRESS 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
40 Houbolt Rd. 
Joliet, IL 60431 
815-741-4488 
Fax: 815-741-4501 
Email: info@mlcjoliet.org 
Website: www.mlcjoliet.org 

more details inside! 


