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Messiah Lutheran’s Morning School Of The Bible                                             

November 3rd, 2019                                                                                 

“Behold, God Is Doing A New Thing!”                                                                      

My Last Official Sermon As Your Pastor                                                                

Isaiah 43:18-20 & Jeremiah 29:11-13 & Revelation 3:19-20                      

by Pastor David Nygard 

 

Isaiah 43:18-20 (NIV) The Lord said, “18 “Forget the former things; do 
not dwell on the past. 19 See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; 
do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in 
the wasteland.” 
 

Jeremiah 29:11-13 (NIV) 11 For I know the plans I have for you,” 
declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans 
to give you hope and a future…  13 You will seek me and find me when 
you seek me with all your heart.  
 

Revelation 3:19-20  (NIV) Jesus said “19 Those whom I love I rebuke and 
discipline. So be earnest and repent. 20 Here I am! I stand at the door and 
knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come 
in and eat with that person, and they with me.”   

 

I wonder, “Who is going to cry first?” It won’t be me – because I am a 
rock. Today I share my last official sermon as your pastor. If you’re a 
visitor, and you don’t like my sermon, come back next week. You’ll hear a 
better one. 
 

I’ve been a Lutheran pastor forty years. Thirty-two of those years I’ve 
been your pastor. We have worshipped Jesus, taken big steps of faith and 
laughed together. It has been my honor. 

 

The decision to retire has been emotional. I can’t tell you what it has 
meant to have children come up to me in Vacation Bible School and say, 
“You baptized me.” I’ve married couples that I had in confirmation, then 
baptized their children and seen them grow up in the church. I’ve been with 
people in every situation – and witnessed how Jesus was there with them. I 
wish that we could start all over again. 
        

My first friends at Messiah were our organist Rose and her young 
daughters Debbie and Diane. The girls and I sat in the front row every 
Sunday and listened to Rose Ann play and to Pastor Glesne preach. I’ve 
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said often that pastors come and go and it’s sad. But if we ever lost Rose 
Ann, this church would be in trouble. 
 

I remember two stories I told my first Sunday. Our bishop came to 
install me as pastor. He was one of the few bishops that I got along with. 
Our family consisted of Karen and I and our 2 ½ year old daughter Anna. I 
said “I’m sure you’re wondering what kind of person I am. My daughter 
knows. I brought Anna to visit her grandmother Erma. When I left,  Anna 
pointed at me and said,  “He’s as crazy as they come.” 

 

You have learned from experience that I am goofy. But I am also a 
friendly person. In fact, I have a very close relationship with 25 letters of the 
alphabet. I don’t know “y”.  

 

Here’s my second story. My first congregation was Bethlehem 
Lutheran. The church building was beautiful, but big and boxy. Whoever 
designed the building made one mistake. He put the light switches by the 
front door. I worked a few times until 2:00 in the morning, which meant that 
I had to walk through a dark church to leave by the front door. I’m not afraid 
of the dark, but at 2:00 a.m. when I was tired, I noticed every shadow. 

 

Then I remembered what gave me courage to cross busy streets as a 
child. Whenever I took my dad’s hand, his strength and presence made me 
brave. So, in that dark scary church I put my hand up in the air and said, 
“Dear God, take my hand and walk me safely to the front door.” Suddenly I 
wasn’t alone. Ever since if I’ve been angry, afraid, sad or depressed, I ‘ve 
asked Jesus to take my hand. I tell him, “I’m not letting go until you get me 
through this.” Sometimes I hide my hand behind my back and hold unto 
Jesus. It always works. Give it a try. 

 

I believe in a personal God. His name is Jesus. I hope you know that 
you matter to God. Other people might turn away, but Jesus hears your 
every prayer and answers them. Do you believe in a personal savior? 

 

People have said nice things about me. I appreciate the compliments 
and expressions of love. But it felt like I was hearing my own obituary. 
When I die one day and people stand by my casket, I hope that they say 
just one thing, “Look, he’s moving!”   

 

It was important to me from the start that our children grow up in the 
same hometown, attend the same schools and worship in their home 
church. You made that possible. In addition to Anna, God blessed us with 
Andrew and Elise. They were baptized and confirmed here. 



3 

“Behold, God Is Doing A New Thing” 

© David Nygard, Messiah Lutheran, Joliet Illinois 60431, November 3, 2019 
 

 

Messiah started out as a Norwegian Lutheran Church. I grew up in 
that kind of congregation. Today we are blessed with members from every 
background, but our Scandi-hoovian roots are evident. 

 

Two of our members Ole and Lars worked for the Joliet public works 
department. Ole would dig a hole and Lars would follow behind and fill the 
hole in. They worked up one side of the street, then down the other, all day 
long. A guy asked Ole, 'I'm impressed by the effort you two are putting into 
your work, but I don't get it -- why do you dig a hole, only to have your 
partner follow behind and fill it up?” Ole, the hole digger, replied, “I suppose 
it looks odd because ve're normally a three-person team. But today Sven, 
who plants da trees called in sick.” 

 

Isaiah 43:18-20 is good to consider  as our church and lives are 
about to change. The Lord said, “18 Forget the former things; do not 
dwell on the past. 19 See, I am doing a new thing…!” 

 

God is in the business of doing new things. Jeremiah wrote that 
God’s love and mercy are “new every morning”. Lamentations 3:22-23 
Paul taught that “If anyone is in Christ, …The old has gone, the new is 
here!” 2 Corinthians 5:7.  

 

Every day God surrounds us with new possibilities, new challenges, 
new friends and new reasons to pray. He can even change our attitudes 
and priorities and make them new.  If you’re stuck in a rut, God didn’t put 
you there. If Jesus seems far away, he’s not the one who moved. 

 

The Lord gives two requirements for us to experience the new thing 
God is doing. God said, “Forget the former things: do not dwell on the 
past.” Sometimes we dwell on the past so much that we fail to see the 
good things happening in this moment. Sometimes we keep remembering 
the former days. And we remember only the good and forget the bad. But I 
don’t know anyone’s life who hasn’t had sadness, loss and trouble. 

 

I’ll tell you a secret. I am scared to retire. I live a lot in the past; 
remembering my childhood and when our kids were little and at home. I 
even remember old jokes. For forty years I’ve had a reason to get up in the 
morning. I’ve connected with wonderful people. What happens tomorrow 
when that all changes? 

 

I’m nervous about tomorrow. Half of the people who talked to me 
about retirement said, “You’ll love it. Every day is Saturday.” But others 
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said, “It’s boring. You need hobbies. You need to keep active. I knew 
someone who died after six months!” Oh my! 

 

I don’t know what changes that you are facing in life. It could be 
health or broken relationships. It could be a move to a new city or the start 
of a new job. Maybe you worry what Messiah Lutheran will be like next 
Sunday. I have confidence in Pastor Hoover and Pastor Stier. 

 

Don’t let the good things in your past, make you give up on today or 
tomorrow. If our past teaches us anything it is that God will never lead 
us to a place where his grace cannot keep us. The good things in the 
past remind us that God can give us good times today. The troubles in the 
past remind us that God brought us through them to something better. 

 

We read in Proverbs 3:5-8 “Trust in the Lord will all your heart. 
Never rely on what you think you know. Remember the Lord in 
everything you do… and he will show you the right way.”  Capisci? 
Forstar du? Do you understand? The Lord will show you the right way. 

 

Another passage that helps us to face change is Jeremiah 29:11-13 
“11 For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 
future…” 

 

I don’t always like change. I like what is familiar, tried and true. When 
I started kindergarten, if the teacher wasn’t watching me, I walked home in 
the cold Minney-sota winters. When I moved to Illinois, I hated leaving 
behind family, friends and everything I knew. I left so late in the day that it 
was after midnight when I got to Morris. 

 

A huge change was when my dad died. I told Pastor Steve Lombardo 
how Dad struggled for a week before he died. Steve said that dying is a lot 
like being born. Some deliveries are difficult because the child does 
everything possible to stay in the womb. It’s safe, warm and they get fed. It 
never occurs to the child that there’s a better world waiting for them full of 
love, color and possibilities. They don’t see it coming until they are born. 

 

Dying is like that. Some people cling to this life and die slowly 
because they don’t realize that because of Jesus, a better world waits for 
us; full of love, color and possibilities. We can’t get to that new world until 
we die in the old one. 
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I don’t know what frightens you, but here’s what God tells us “11 For I 
know the plans I have for you,” …“plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future…” 

 

We don’t know what tomorrow holds for us, but we do know who 
holds tomorrow in the palms of his hands. His name is Jesus. He has 
plans for us; even if we have to retire to experience them. Whether we live 
or we die, we belong to God – through our faith in Jesus. 

 

We read in Proverbs 3:5-8 “Never let yourself think that you are 
wiser than you are: simply obey the Lord…” God tells us, “13 You will 
seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.” 

 

One last passage: Revelation 3:20 Jesus said   “…I stand at the 
door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will 
come in and eat with that person, and they with me.” 

 

Every day Jesus stands at the door of our hearts and knocks,  hoping 
that we will invite him to come in and be our savior. We’re the only ones 
who can invite Jesus into our relationships and health, our problems and 
success. 

 

God has given me a beautiful, faithful wife. We have three children 
and four greatgrandchildren. I even love my sons in law. My mom and 
brothers mean everything to me. I’ve had a wonderful career and friends. 
The thing that means the most to me is my relationship with Jesus Christ.  
He is the reason for my humor and hope. I am just a sinner saved by God’s 
grace. 

 

 My dad said, “If anything happens to me, you know where I am. I will 
be with Jesus, because I believe in him and he died for me.” 

 

Dear friends, If anything happens to me, I will be with Jesus because 
he died for me. I want you to have that same peace and hope. 

 

According to Jesus our baptism washes away our sins and adopts us 
into God’s family. When we hear Jesus knocking on the door of our hearts, 
and invite him in, we never walk alone. 

 

I’m going to say a prayer that you can pray quietly in your heart, if you 
want Jesus to be there. 
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Dear Jesus, I need you. I believe in you. I know that you died for 
me. Please forgive my sins. Come live in my heart. I love you, Jesus. 
Amen.” 

 

Where is Jesus right now? He is living in your heart. Let’s close by 
singing a song that my Dad would lead at our church Bible camp. I am 
going to lead it like he did. The song is “He Lives” Thank you for letting 
me be your pastor.  

 
“He Lives”          Lyrics and Music -  Alfred H. Ackley, 1887 - 1960 
 

I serve a risen Savior; He's in the world today. 
I know that He is living, whatever men may say. 
I see His hand of mercy, I hear His voice of cheer, 
And just the time I need Him He's always near. 
 
Chorus: 
He lives! He lives! Christ Jesus lives today! 
He walks with me and talks with me along life's narrow way. 
He lives! He lives! Salvation to impart! 
You ask me how I know He lives? He lives within my heart. 
 
In all the world around me I see His loving care, 
And though my heart grows weary I never will despair. 
I know that He is leading, thro' all the stormy blast; 
The day of His appearing will come at last. 
 
Rejoice, rejoice, O Christian! Lift up your voice and sing 
Eternal hallelujahs to Jesus Christ, the King! 
The Hope of all who seek Him, the Help of all who find, 
None other is so loving, so good and kind. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  


