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SUNDAY WORSHIP  
FEBRUARY 23, 2020 

8:00 & 9:30 AM 
 
 

Pastor Kurt Hoover 
Pastor David Stier 

 
Organist: Rose Ann Sochan 

Choir Director: Herb Alexander 
Worship Coordinator: Lloyd Evans 

 
 

“I was glad when they said to me,  
‘Let us go to the house of the Lord.’” (Psalm 122:1) 

40 Houbolt Rd. 
Joliet, IL 60431 

815.741.4488 www.mlcjoliet.org 
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Welcome To Messiah Lutheran Church 
February 23, 2020 

8:00 & 9:30 A.M. (Child care provided) 
 

Enter Reverently, Worship Joyfully, Live Faithfully 
 

PRELUDE                                                                                             Rose Ann Sochan 
          
         
OPENING HYMN                 p. 277   v.1 & 3 The Hymnal 
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LITANY ADAPTED FROM PSALM 145 

 
Pastor: When you, Lord, open your hand,  
All:  You satisfy the hunger and thirst of every living thing.  
Pastor: You are righteous in everything you do. 
All: You are filled with kindness.  
Pastor:  You are close to all who call on You, 
All:      To all who call on you in truth. 
Pastor:  You grant the desires of those who fear you. 
All:        You hear the cries for help rescue us.  
Pastor: We worship You, Lord, in the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the   

Holy Spirit.  
All: Amen 

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
(Please sign the CONNECTION CARD found in the pew in front of you and place in the offering plate.) 

 
SANCTUARY CHOIR (9:30)          "Shepherd Me, O God"          (arr. Mark Hayes)  
Led by Herb Alexander 
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HYMNS OF PRAISE                 p. 276  v. 1-2, 4 The Hymnal  
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p. 812  v. 1-3  ELW 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Leader: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 

we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness. 

 

A Moment of Silent Prayer and Reflection 
 

Leader: Holy and Gracious God, 
All: I confess that I have sinned against you this day and every day. Some of my sin I 

know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—but some is 
known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness. Deliver and 
restore me, that I may rest in peace and live each day for You. 

Leader: By the mercy of God we are united with Jesus Christ, and in Him we are   
forgiven. We rest now in His peace and rise every morning to serve Him.  Amen.  

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON  (8:00)                                                                         Bryn Werner

                                                                
THE OFFERING                            “Gavotte”  by J.B. Lully (9:30)                Maria Sanchez 
Ushers this morning are Craig Stone & Dave Peterson (8:00) 
Aimee Gipes & Stephanie Gregoles (9:30) 
 
OUR RESPONSE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 7 

 

OUR OLD TESTAMENT LESSON            
Proverbs 13:10-24 (NLT) 
Readers: Beth Hohisel (8:00), Marcy Vickers (9:30) 
  
10 

Pride leads to conflict; 
    those who take advice are wise. 
11

 Wealth from get-rich-quick schemes quickly disappears; 
    wealth from hard work grows over time. 
12

 Hope deferred makes the heart sick, 
    but a dream fulfilled is a tree of life. 
13

 People who despise advice are asking for trouble; 
    those who respect a command will succeed. 
14

 The instruction of the wise is like a life-giving fountain; 
    those who accept it avoid the snares of death. 
15

 A person with good sense is respected; 
    a treacherous person is headed for destruction. 
16

 Wise people think before they act; 
    fools don’t—and even brag about their foolishness. 
17

 An unreliable messenger stumbles into trouble, 
    but a reliable messenger brings healing. 
18

 If you ignore criticism, you will end in poverty and disgrace; 
    if you accept correction, you will be honored. 
19

 It is pleasant to see dreams come true, 
    but fools refuse to turn from evil to attain them. 
20 

Walk with the wise and become wise; 
    associate with fools and get in trouble. 
21

 Trouble chases sinners, 
    while blessings reward the righteous. 
22

 Good people leave an inheritance to their grandchildren, 
    but the sinner’s wealth passes to the godly. 
23

 A poor person’s farm may produce much food, 
    but injustice sweeps it all away. 
24

 Those who spare the rod of discipline hate their children. 
    Those who love their children care enough to discipline them. 
 
OUR EPISTLE LESSON 
James 1:2-18 (NLT) 

 
 

 

 

2 
Dear brothers and sisters,

 
when troubles of any kind come your way, consider it an 

opportunity for great joy. 
3 
For you know that when your faith is tested, your endurance 

has a chance to grow. 
4 
So let it grow, for when your endurance is fully developed, you 

will be perfect and complete, needing nothing.  
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5 
If you need wisdom, ask our generous God, and he will give it to you. He will not 

rebuke you for asking. 
6 
But when you ask him, be sure that your faith is in God 

alone. Do not waver, for a person with divided loyalty is as unsettled as a wave of the 
sea that is blown and tossed by the wind. 

7 
Such people should not expect to receive 

anything from the Lord. 
8 
Their loyalty is divided between God and the world, and 

they are unstable in everything they do. 

9 
Believers who are

 
poor have something to boast about, for God has honored 

them. 
10 

And those who are rich should boast that God has humbled them. They will 
fade away like a little flower in the field. 

11 
The hot sun rises and the grass withers; 

the little flower droops and falls, and its beauty fades away. In the same way, the rich 
will fade away with all of their achievements. 

12 
God blesses those who patiently endure testing and temptation. Afterward they 

will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him. 
13 

And 
remember, when you are being tempted, do not say, “God is tempting me.” God is 
never tempted to do wrong,

 
and he never tempts anyone else. 

14 
Temptation comes 

from our own desires, which entice us and drag us away. 
15 

These desires give birth 
to sinful actions. And when sin is allowed to grow, it gives birth to death. 

16 
So don’t be misled, my dear brothers and sisters. 

17 
Whatever is good and perfect 

is a gift coming down to us from God our Father, who created all the lights in the 
heavens. He never changes or casts a shifting shadow.

18 
He chose to give birth to us 

by giving us his true word. And we, out of all creation, became his prized possession. 
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 HYMN               p. 744 v. 1-3 ELW 

MESSAGE 
Joining Jesus in Your Church 

by Pastor David Stier 
(Copies of this sermon and others can be found on our sermon table in the church entryway.)  
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HYMN               p. 210  v. 1, 3 & 4 The Hymnal 
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WORDS OF FAITH                                                                            The Apostles’ Creed 
     I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born 
of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again. He ascended into Heaven, and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION (8:00) 
Serving this morning are Gerry & Pat Boe 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen 
 
HYMN  (8:00)         “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HYMNS TO BE SUNG DURING COMMUNION (8:00)  
p. 204, p. 206, p. 209 
(hymns can be found in our pew hymnal) 
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THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (8:00)                                                                                            
All:  Thank you Father for the gift of salvation. Thank You Lord Jesus for this holy 
meal and the sacrifice of Your life. Thank You Holy Spirit for awakening faith 
within our hearts. We hear Your voice in this meal and celebrate Your holy 
presence. Melt us, mold us, fill us, use us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
 
THE BENEDICTION 
 
CLOSING HYMN  p. 286   v.1-3 The Hymnal  

 
POSTLUDE                                                                    Rose Ann Sochan 
 

God Will Never Lead You To A Place  
Where His Grace Cannot Keep You. 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #35178. 
CCLI License No. 854341 
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 MLC NEWS 

 
WELCOME EVERYONE!  

You were meant to be here this morning, The rest of the week seems empty when we 
miss praising God on Sunday in church. God deserves our praise. We need the strength 
and joy that only come from him. You are welcome at the Lord’s Supper this morning. 

Introduce yourself to the people near you.  
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT CHURCH SERVICES  
If you can’t join us Sunday, worship with us Wednesday evening at 7:15 p.m. This week 
begins our Lenten services with the theme “Give Up”, where we’ll be talking about how 
we can only do so much under our own power, so we should give up and let God's Holy 

Spirit work through us.  
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
Today’s altar flowers are provided by Deb Waller. If you would like to purchase altar 

flowers for a particular Sunday, sign up on the narthex Connect wall. 
 

INSIGHT 2020 (Sunday School Classes): 
1) Gathering House in February: “Fearless Conversations:” 

2) Fellowship Hall 
Today —”Parables” (Jim Ortinau) 

3) Mosaic in February: "Emotionally healthy spirituality" 
 

COFFEE & SNACK STATION 
We are transitioning our coffee and snack area to the west end of the fellowship hall. 

Please bring any snacks to the serving kiosk located there. Thanks! 
 

NEW CONNECT CORNER 
Perhaps you've wondered where everything went after the changes in the Narthex? 
Sign up sheets used to be on easels scattered around but now everything is in one 

place: the Connect Corner. Here you'll find all the latest happenings and a place to sign 
up for events that interests you. Thank you to David Hagen for making these beautiful 

boards. The Connect Corner can be found near the doors to the Fireside Room.  
 

2020 CHURCH DIRECTORY 
Starting March 1st, we will be checking our member/attender information for this year’s 

church directory. If you have any information that has changed within the last year, 
please email the church office with any changes at office.manager@mlcjoliet.org. 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC THIS MORNING 

We would like to thank Maria Sanchez for sharing her gift of music with us this morn-
ing.  Also, congratulations on receiving first place in the Joliet Public Schools Music Solo 

Contest. 
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 MLC NEEDS 

 
LENTEN SUPPERS  

The sign up board for bringing items to our Lenten suppers is in the narthex. Please 
consider bringing a soup or other items to these wonderful times of fellowship dur-

ing the Lenten season.  
 

DAYBREAK SHELTER VOLUNTEERS 
Volunteers are needed to serve dinner to needy people at Daybreak Homeless Shel-
ter in Joliet. The commitment is from 5:45 pm to 7:45 pm on the second Monday of 
each month. A team of Messiah members meets at the shelter to set up and serve 
dinner. We feel blessed to give a helping hand in this way. The people are very ap-

preciative for a warm meal. If you can help, please sign up at the Connect wall. 
 

EASTER EGG HUNT DONATIONS 
The Christian Ed. Team is in need of baskets and items to create Easter baskets (for 

children up to fourth grade) for our Easter egg hunt.  We are grateful for any-
thing!  Please drop items off in the bin in the narthex. 

 
 

MLC STUDENT MINISTRY EVENTS 
 

STUDENT MINISTRY COOKBOOKS 
These cookbooks are still available. See Brian Phipps if you’d like to purchase one. 

 
FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN (Friday, February 28 @ 4:30 pm) 

Going to FMSC is a great opportunity to serve and help those in need by  
making nutritious food packs that serve hungry children in the poorest of countries. 

Go to www.fmsc.com and enter the join code 13D6K2 to sign up.   
 

SPAGHETTI DINNER (Sunday, March 8 @ noon) 
 The Messiah Student Ministry will be holding its annual spaghetti dinner fundraiser 
and, as always, it promises to be amazing! Instead of going out or going home for 

dinner after church on this day, stick around and enjoy some of the best Italian food 
(including salad and bread) in Joliet! 

 
WINTER JAM (Friday, March 13 @ 1:30 pm) 

 We will leave the church at 1:30. The concert is $15 and all 7th-12th graders are in-
vited.  

 
WORKCAMP 2020 TRAINING (March 14 from 9 am to 2 pm) 

The next training is in the fellowship hall. All of those going to work camp should try 
to be in attendance.  
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 MLC CHILDREN’S MINISTRY EVENTS 
 

KID’S NIGHT OUT (Saturday, March 7 @ 5 pm) 
Hey kids 4 yrs-5th grade, come join us for a night of games, food and fun in the 

FLC! Let us know you are coming and bring a friend!  
 

EASTER EGG HUNT (Sunday, April 5 @ 12:15 pm) 
Children up to fourth grade are invited to join us in the FLC for fun and games 
after services on Palm Sunday at our annual Easter egg hunt.  Light snacks will 

be served.  After the Easter story, we will send the kiddos on an Easter egg hunt 
(outside weather permitting).  Please bring a basket or bag to collect eggs. 

 
MLC UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
AWANA GRAND PRIX (Today at noon) 

Make a point to come out and support our Awana students as they race! 
 

BLOOD DRIVE (Sunday, March 1, 8:30 am-12:30 pm) 
This year’s blood drive will be in the FLC. Please stop by before or after church 

and consider donating blood to help save a life.  Appointments are encouraged! 
Please go to https://ht.heartlandbc.org/donor/schedules/

drive_schedule/5579711 to schedule your preferred donation time! Paper sign-
ups will also be available. Please contact Donna Stier if you would like to sched-

ule a time. 
 

1ST COMMUNION (Starts Sunday, March 1 @ 9:30 am for six weeks) 
Save the dates! 1st communion classes are right around the corner.  Students 

and parents are encouraged to worship as a family at 8 am or 11 am services in 
addition to class. All who are interested are encouraged to attend! 

 
DE-ESCALATION & CONFLICT TRAINING (Saturday, March 28 @ 9 am) 
Anyone is welcome to attend De-Escalation and Conflict Resolution Train-

ing.  This training is used in schools, businesses and here at Messiah by our 
Ushers, Greeters, Security Team and Safety and Security Team members.  You 
will learn tools to diffuse a threatening or potential dangerous situation when 
conflict arises and then practice that skill during role play.  The class is sched-
uled for Saturday, March 28th from 9:00 to 11:30 am in the Youth Room in the 

Family Life Center.  Please email pkbquilt@sbcglobal.net if you plan to attend or 
call 815 931-1427. 

 
LADIES DAY 2020 (Saturday, April 18 from 9 am-3 pm) 

Join MLC on a trip to Olivet Nazarene for a day of encouraging women in their 
faith. The speakers are Steven Curtis Chapman & Mary Beth Chapman, as well as 

Sherri Lynn. Tickets with meals are $45 total. both of which are available from 
the church office. We will leave the church at 8 am.  
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LCMC SAFETY CONFERENCE AT MESSIAH (Saturday, May 2 @ 9 am) 
MLC will be heading up an LCMC conference on Saturday, May 2 from 9 am to 3 
pm. The topic will be “Safety and Security at Church”. Leading the conference will 

be Pastor Kurt Hoover and Pat Burke. Other presenters include Peter Harper, securi-
ty consultant with Options3 Risk Solutions, and representatives from Brotherhood 

Mutual and the Joliet police department. The LCMC Illinois Fellowship is sponsoring 
this conference and it’s free to anyone who would like to attend.  

 
FAMILY CAMPING TRIP (May 15-17)  

MLC is planning a family camping trip The location is to be decided, but will be 
within 90 miles of the church. Whether you glamp or tent camp, come join the fam-

ily fun! More info to come, but sign up if you are interested. 

 

 
 

STEWARDSHIP & ATTENDANCE 
February 16 
8:00 am: 73 
9:30 am: 132 

11 am: 78 
Total: 283 

 
Sunday School: 113 

Wednesday Worship for January 8: 22 
Awana: 52 
S.A.L.T.: 7 
H2H: 20 

2020 BUDGET 
Operating Expenses:  $718,441 

Average Need Each Week: $13,816 
Received last week: $9,321 

Received year-to-date: $91,336 
Needed year-to-date: $96,712 

“A generous person will prosper; whoev-
er refreshes others will be refreshed.”  

Proverbs 11:25 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 

TODAY (Feb. 23) 
7:45 AM Pre-service prayer 

8 & 9:30 AM Worship Service 
10:45 Children’s Choir rehearsal 
11 AM Family Praise & Worship 

12:15 Awana Grand Prix 
12:15 Financial Peace 
MONDAY (Feb. 24) 

9 am Cornerstone Homeschool 
TUESDAY (Feb. 25) 
9 am Memory Bears 
9:30 am Stay-N-Play 

6:30 pm S.A.L.T. (H.S. Small Group) 
WEDNESDAY (Feb. 26) 

9 am Classical Conversations Homeschool 
6 pm Lenten Soup Supper 

7:15 pm Ash Wednesday Service 
THURSDAY (Feb. 27) 

10 am Prayer Time 
11 am Staff Meeting 

7:15 pm Sanctuary Choir 
FRIDAY (Feb. 28) 

4 pm MSM to FMSC 
SATURDAY (Feb. 29) 

9 am Worship Team Rehearsal 
NEXT SUNDAY (March 1) 

Blood Drive 
7:45 AM Pre-service prayer 

8 & 9:30 AM Worship Service 
9:30 am 1st Communion Class 

10:45 AM Youth Choir Rehearsal  
11 AM Family Praise & Worship 

12:15 Financial Peace 
 


