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This Time Next Year: Children’s Ministry 
by Pastor Kurt Hoover   

     

The word child occurs nearly 1400 times in the Bible.  Deuteronomy specifically 

mentions children 50 times.  There is a direct appeal to the reality that the 

commands of God, His promises, and the stories of his love matter, not only for 

the adults and leaders, but for our children!  Peter declares that the promise of 

the church is for you and your children.  He implies also for the children of those 

who are not here yet.  Jesus not only took time for children but famously uses the 

child’s faith as the example of what it means to truly trust in and rely on God.   

 

Deuteronomy 4:5-9 5 See, I have taught you decrees and laws as  

the LORD my God commanded me, so that you may follow them in the land 

you are entering to take possession of it. 6 Observe them carefully, for this 

will show your wisdom and understanding to the nations, who will hear 

about all these decrees and say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and 

understanding people.” 7 What other nation is so great as to have their gods 

near them the way the LORD our God is near us whenever we pray to 

him? 8 And what other nation is so great as to have such righteous decrees 

and laws as this body of laws I am setting before you today? 9 Only be 

careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you do not forget the things 

your eyes have seen or let them fade from your heart as long as you live. 

Teach them to your children and to their children after them. 

 

Matthew 18: 1-5, 10-14 At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, 

“Who, then, is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 2 He called a little 

child to him, and placed the child among them. 3 And he said: “Truly I tell 

you, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter 

the kingdom of heaven. 4 Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position of this 

child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5 And whoever welcomes one 

such child in my name welcomes me. 

 
10 “See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that 

their angels in heaven always see the face of my Father in 

heaven. [11]  12 “What do you think? If a man owns a hundred sheep, and one 

of them wanders away, will he not leave the ninety-nine on the hills and go 

to look for the one that wandered off? 13 And if he finds it, truly I tell you, he 

is happier about that one sheep than about the ninety-nine that did not 

wander off. 14 In the same way your Father in heaven is not willing that any 

of these little ones should perish. 
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Acts 2:36-41  36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made 

this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.” 
37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter 

and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 
38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of 

Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift 

of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and your children and for 

all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” 
40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save 

yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41 Those who accepted his message 

were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that 

day. 

 

 

 

…whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me. 

 

You are good at this.  I have seen it.  (Bench) Grown adults 

and teenagers humbling themselves to live and see things from 

the perspective of a child.  Listening to verses on Wednesday 

nights, welcoming new kids to Sunday school, shepherding, 
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loving, caring, holding and modeling the faith for the least of 

these.   

 

…whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me. 

 

 

We have come along way in the way we think about and treat 

the children as members of the church.  There was certainly 

the era when children were to be seen and not heard.  You 

either learned to listen to a sermon and sing the songs or how 

to use your imagination.  You got to look pretty and there were 

certain high points like first communion, but otherwise you 

were largely ignored as a child in the church.  At home 

however, there was a lively tradition of Christian education, 

memorization, and bedtime routines that instilled faith.   

 

Then came the idea of Sunday school, children’s sermons, VBS 

and youth groups.  All relatively young ideas in the life of the 

church.  All experiencing some levels of success in various 

congregations through out the western world.  A family might 

have lost the tradition of going to worship but they were open 

to the idea of dropping the kids off for an hour each Sunday.  

Unfortunately, along with that came the idea that kids did not 

need to be in worship.  The upside was more kids hearing 

about Jesus, more attention on a child’s faith but less and less 

kids growing up with a desire to worship because it simply 

wasn’t something they did as a family.   

 

Giving more attention to welcoming children certainly had its 

benefits, but one major downfall.  The idea that you could 

separate a child’s faith development from their family and 

entrust it to others.  Still to this day where a child learns to 

trust God is by watching their parents in worship and what 

they experience at home.   
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 …whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me. 

 

 

Now speed up to our modern era where the church continues 

to evolve especially in this age of covid.  Now is the time to 

think outside the box.  Children will learn from what they 

experience as a family, what they will experiences with friends 

in the church and the influence of media.   

 

Right Now Media will be an important part of our future as a 

church equipping parents to raise their children in the faith.  

Kids absorb more through a screen then they ever have and 

they will be influenced at a young age by what influencers they 

learn to trust on what will only become more interconnected 

and consuming social network.  (To be certain we will have to 

show our children the difference between real experiences and 

the electronic substitutes that do not carry with them real 

relationships or genuine experiences of reality.)   

 

Right Now Media (which is free for you to download – church 

has paid for it) is a collection of digital resources, cartoons, and 

shows you can watch as a family and talk about.  Or at the 

very least use as a distraction for the kids rather than some of 

the other content out there.  I have no problem with PBS kids 

but they certainly are not going to find stories of faith there.  

And I do picture a day when Right Now Media will also have a 

supply of relevant podcasts and alternate influencers that will 

matter as this generation of little ones grows up.   

 

We can not ignore the influence of media it is a part of our 

kid’s future, but it will never replace genuine relationships and 

the importance of faith rubbing off on our kids by what they 

experience in the home and in worship.  
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As we speed up to our modern era, especially coming out of 

covid, children’s ministry is going to continue to change.  And I 

am excited about the opportunities God is giving us to be a 

part of.  If for no other reason, in a world filled with artificial 

experiences there will be a whole generation of parents and 

children seeking out genuine experiences of God for themselves 

and their children 

 

And at no time has this church invested more in children’s 

ministry.  Let me give you just a little picture of what God has 

already been doing and then I invite you to dream with me 

about what this could become.  Dream with me about what 

God has planned for the future of the children that encounter 

God here and in the homes of our families.  This Fall matters 

more then ever.  

 

I am so excited about what God has already been doing.  Our 

self-studies before Dave Nygard’s retirement and as we were 

finishing the FLC had already highlighted the tremendous 

desire that our church live out it mission of strengthening and 

building Christian family values.  What our self-assessments 

have told us is that we are a welcoming, Bible-based 

congregation who trusts young people with leadership.  We 

responded to the desire that more attention be given to young 

families and children’s ministry by hiring a new part time staff 

position.  And let me tell you we got a rock star.  Christine was 

already working as our administrative assistant in the office, 

but did you know that she has a children’s ministry degree and 

experience leading Children’s ministry volunteers.   

 

…whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me. 

 

When I sat down to listen for God’s vision, I researched our 

recent past and surveys and self-studies.  It is clear that unless 

we reach into our community and address the needs of 
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children and young families, we may lose our place as a 

congregation know for thriving children’s and youth 

programs.  The goal of this staff position is not to take care of 

the families that are here, but to provide ways for all of our 

families to welcome other families from the community, 

especially those with young children.   

 

We have put more attention into Children’s ministry as 

leadership and staff.  With Christine’s help we have partnered 

with the YMCA and currently have the children of 20 young 

families in our building Mon-Friday.  We already had two 

homeschool groups, but now have 2 scouts’ groups using our 

building and we are developing more connections with 

ministries for children in our community.  There is no shortage 

of opportunities for our families to welcome other families 

from the community, especially those with young children.   

 

And the thing God is doing that I am most excited about is the 

partnership between our Evangelism team and networks that 

our staff have been developing in the community.  Lil Loves is 

a baby pantry filled with supplies for parents of infants and 

their unique needs.  Really this sparked a lot of attention when 

the stories came out of young parents who lost their jobs in 

retail and restaurants were forced to shop lift diapers and 

formula.  Think about it which jobs are the slowest to return.  

It is the full time and part time work that young families 

depend on to get started in this world.  Especially those 

families that are more and more starting earlier and not in the 

traditional ways that our communities and governments are 

designed to care for them.    

 

This Saturday we are having our first of what will be many 

Blessing days where we will be distributing baby resources to 

young parents in need and inviting young families in the 

community to invest in each other.  If you haven’t yet find the 
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LiL Loves page on Facebook and share it with friends.  Please 

also – Donate!  We plan to give everything away so we will 

need to fill the baby pantry up again.   

 

 

Now I invite you to dream with me, not about what you can do, 

but about what god is already preparing for us and inviting us 

to be a part of.  You are good at this I have seen it.  You know 

how to welcome children. 

 

Dream with me about ten young couples that are going to be 

better prepared to raise their children in the faith because of 

the connections we have been building and will have built by 

this time next year.  Some of them will be in real need.  Some of 

them will have all they need but are thankful for a way to 

invest in the young families of their children’s friends and 

school mates.  Some grew up in the church and have just 

needed that loving smile, that invitation to be a part of what 

God is doing here.  Others have no idea what the church is 

about but they like the impact it has on their children and the 

new friends they are making and … oh my goodness … they 

treasure!  Treasure the friendships their young children are 

making with yours.     

 

 

Jesus is here with us now saying the same thing he said to his 

disciples long ago as they debated about who was most 

important, what mattered most.  

 

…whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me. 

 

Because God is God and this is his mission post on the corner 

of Jefferson and Houbolt to provide for his people in our 

communities.  You have, you are, and you will welcome the 

little children and their parents eager to raise them in the faith.  


