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Advent Journey 2: Mary – The Inspired Path 

By Pastor Kurt Hoover 
 

 

Numbers  22:31-34  31 Then the Lord opened Balaam’s eyes, and he saw the 

angel of the Lord standing in the road with his sword drawn. So he bowed 

low and fell facedown. 
32 The angel of the Lord asked him, “Why have you beaten your donkey 

these three times? I have come here to oppose you because your path is a 

reckless one before me. 33 The donkey saw me and turned away from me 

these three times. If it had not turned away, I would certainly have killed you 

by now, but I would have spared it.” 
34 Balaam said to the angel of the Lord, “I have sinned. I did not realize you 

were standing in the road to oppose me. Now if you are displeased, I will go 

back.” 

 

John 1:26-56  26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the 

angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be 

married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name 

was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly 

favored! The Lord is with you.” 
29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of 

greeting this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; 

you have found favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, 

and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son 

of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father 

David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his 

kingdom will never end.” 
34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of 

the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be 

called the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a 

child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her 

sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.” 
38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be 

fulfilled.” Then the angel left her. 
39 At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of 

Judea, 40 where she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When 

Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and 
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Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 In a loud voice she exclaimed: 

“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will 

bear! 43 But why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to 

me? 44 As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in 

my womb leaped for joy. 45 Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord 

would fulfill his promises to her!” 

 
46 And Mary said: 

“My soul glorifies the Lord 
47     and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for he has been mindful 

    of the humble state of his servant. 

From now on all generations will call me blessed, 
49     for the Mighty One has done great things for me— 

    holy is his name. 
50 His mercy extends to those who fear him, 

    from generation to generation. 
51 He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; 

    he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. 
52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones 

    but has lifted up the humble. 
53 He has filled the hungry with good things 

    but has sent the rich away empty. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, 

    remembering to be merciful 
55 to Abraham and his descendants forever, 

    just as he promised our ancestors.” 
56 Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and then returned 

home. 

 

 

 

 

…God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee… 

 

Angels are not just a Christmas theme, although that is when 

they most often come into the pulp culture, decorations and 

even the hymns that we sing.   
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God spoke through angels throughout the Bible and 

throughout history.  I would dare to say that you yourself have 

been visited by angels on multiple occasions. 

 

…God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee… 

 

What is it that God might be saying to you again and again 

through a close friend, in a dream, in those times when you 

shut out the distractions?   

 

 

How did God speak to Balaam?  What did God have to do to 

get his attention?  How did he experience God through an 

angel?  You know it would be really ‘inspiring’ to be sitting in 

an empty church all by yourself and hear God speak to you, it 

would be completely another to find God’s path the way 

Balaam did. 

 

Balaam was a well-known Holy Man in the time of Moses and 

Joshua conquering the Promised Land.  He had the basics 

down.  He knew how to build an alter, make sacrifices, and 

most importantly listen for God’s voice.   

 

He was asked by the King of Midian to curse Joshua and all 

the Israelites.  The first thing he does upon this request is listen 

for some kind of sign from God.  The King assumes that 

Balaam can choose to bless or curse who ever he would like to.  

It couldn’t be further from the truth.  What has made Balaam 

successful is that he has listened for God’s inspiration and 

directed others in what God is doing in the world.   

 

We don’t inspire God, God inspires us.   

 

The King thinks he can control God.  Balaam knows all you 

can do is try to follow the path he has set out for you.   
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And so, when Balaam finds himself on the wrong path once 

again as all of us human beings are want to do… we get the 

funny Sunday school story of a man arguing with His donkey.  

Literally.  The donkey talks to him and he doesn’t seem 

startled at all he just talks right back at it.  

 

The donkey can see 

an angel blocking 

the path, Balaam 

can not.  3 times the 

donkey steers 

Balaam off the path 

each time he and 

the donkey have 

words.  When he 

finally sees the 

angel Balaam 

realizes that God 

has been speaking 

to him through the 

donkey, through 

his unjustified 

anger, through that 

feeling deep down 

in his guts… and 

then through an 

angel.  This is what 

the angel says: 

 

I have come here to oppose you because your path is a reckless 

one before me. 

 

What has God been saying to you in this season?  What does 

He need to do to get your attention?  
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This Advent we are dedicating each Sunday to think about the 

paths that led different people to God. – What is it that led so 

many to the life changing experience of Jesus’s birth? What was 

their path? What path are you on?  

 

Each week you will see something appear somewhere in this 

sanctuary and we will ask our selves – What does their journey 

tell me about mine?   

(Please consider worshipping as a family an pointing out the 

different symbols in the sanctuary)  

 

 

…God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee… 

 

What was Mary’s path – what was Balaam’s … They were 

inspired! 

 

All be it in vastly different ways.  But, as shocking and 

dramatic as the experience of Balaam and his … donkey, for 

Mary the visit of this angel was every bit as filled with teenage 

angst and drama.  What will my parents think? What about 

my hopes and dreams? … How can this be??  

 

Being inspired… sounds like a nice thing, but more often and 

not it can be really scary.  

 

What was Mary’s path – what was Balaam’s … They were 

inspired! 

 

It wasn’t a matter of having a plan and sticking to it. Mary, 

Balaam… we know their story not because of what they did, 

but because of how they responded to God’s interruption to 

their plans.   
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What is the inspired path?  What is it that inspires you?  How 

has God been interrupting you lately?  What has he put in 

your path?   

 

Inspiration – How hard is it to give up the credit? The desire to 

make your own path.    

 

What would it look like if instead of always trying to be the one 

that comes up with the original idea, gets it done on my own, 

…  What if instead we started each day hoping for 

inspiration… listening instead of talking??   

 

 

4) Let’s put ourselves in the shoes of the Shepherds, The Holy 

Family, The Magi.  How were they inspired?  

 

What did they see that lead them to Jesus.    

 

What do you need to see?  What is it that will cause you to lift 

up your head and wonder is God about to do something in my 

life?   

 

What would it take for you to set out on a new adventure? Live 

your life in a different way?  Define your goals in a different 

light?  

 

 

What did Mary and Joseph, the shepherds and others … what 

did they see that lead them to Jesus?   

 

They saw an Angel.   

 

An Angel appeared to Mary and told her she would bear a son.  

An Angel Appeared to Joseph and told him to remain faithful 

to Mary.  An Angel appeared to the shepherds on the Hill 
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encouraging them to come in from the hills and see what God 

had done…much less Abraham, Zachariah, and even poor 

Balaam.  

 

The word Angel (both in Hebrew and Greek) is very different 

that what we have made it to be in the English translation.  We 

picture the angel in white flowing gowns, with wings and halos, 

which it might very well be and it might very well have been 

like for Mary and Joseph and the shepherds.    

 

But let’s not limit it to that!  There are a lot of ways that God is 

peaking to you and making angelic things happen in your life.  

 

The Greek, uses the world angellos, referring God’s 

messenger, OR more precisely to the container for God’s 

message.  Not something you can offend or upset, but literally 

what ever it looks like when God speaks to you.  Probably very 

beautiful, like an angel.  But also simple like a gentle whisper 

or notion in the back of your mind when you find yourself lost 

in thought.  

 

We use the most proper sense of  the word ‘angel’ when we 

refer to a nurse or a caregiver as an angel… a vessel for God’s 

seemingly direct work in the world. 

 

That may be the better way to translate angel, but none the less 

it is the angel - flying on wing - that we associate with the 

Advent story.   

 

Which may or may not help us, in our day and age, see what it 

is that God is doing in our lives.   

 

What do you need to see?  What is it that will cause you to lift 

up your head and wonder is God about to do something in my 

life?  How is God inspiring you?  
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People of God, Jesus is here and he is speaking to you, His 

angels, his message is clear … look up, be prepared, something 

is about to happen. 

 

It may be a much needed conversation with a friend, it may be 

moment of forgiveness a long time in coming, it may be closer 

walk with Jesus… 

 

Whatever it is that God is about to do in your life, …look up, 

be ready! 

 

When you see those iconic images of angels this advent season, 

I challenge you to look for the real angels in your life.  The real 

moments that God is speaking to you, using you, pointing you 

toward something new!! 

 

God is alive and real in this world and just as he prepared the 

people long ago for the birth of his son…he is from moment to 

moment working in your life today.  It is not about what you 

can do for Him, but what God is inspiring you to be through 

Him   

 

In the name of Jesus… 
 

 

 

 

 


