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Sunday Worship for  
September 15, 2019 

8:00 & 9:30 AM 
 

Pastor David Nygard 
Pastor Kurt Hoover 
  Pastor  David Stier 

 
40 Houbolt Rd., Joliet 
Phone: 815.741.4488 

VISIT OUR WEB SITE:   
www.mlcjoliet.org 

Like us on Facebook! 
 

Organist - Rose Ann Sochan 
Choir Director - Herb Alexander 

Worship Coordinator - Lloyd Evans 
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Welcome To Messiah Lutheran Church  
Eleventh Sunday of Pentecost 

You Matter To Jesus! 
September 15, 2019 

8:00 & 9:30 A.M. (Child care provided) 
 

Enter Reverently, Worship Joyfully, Live Faithfully 
 

PRELUDE                                                                                         Rose Ann Sochan 
 

OPENING HYMN     “Thine is the Glory”   p. 227   v. 1-3   The Hymnal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 3 

Litany of Faithfulness based on Hosea 14 
 
Pastor:  Return, Israel, to the Lord your God. 
All:  Take words with you 
Pastor: and return to the Lord. 
All:  We will never again call what we have made our gods.  
Pastor:  for in you, Lord, the fatherless find compassion 
All:   Who is wise? Let them realize these things. 
Pastor: Who is discerning? Let them understand. 
All:  The ways of the Lord are right; 
Pastor:  the righteous walk in them. We worship you Lord, in the name of the 

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit 
All:   Amen    
 
WELCOME  (Please sign the information card FOUND IN THE PEW IN FRONT 
OF YOU and place in the offering plate.) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
SANCTUARY CHOIR (9:30)         “It’s In His Name”            (arr. Jack Schrader) 
Led by Herb Alexander 
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HYMNS OF PRAISE   “Our God Reigns”   p.  229   v. 1-2    The Hymnal  
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HYMN                                       “He Is Exalted”  p. 111 (2X) Maranatha! Praise 
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HYMN                                “Bind us Together” p. 43 (2X) Maranatha! Praise 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Leader: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
A Moment of Silent Prayer and Reflection 
 
Leader: Holy and Gracious God, 
All: I confess that I have sinned against you this day and every day. Some of 

my sin I know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am 
ashamed—but some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I 
ask forgiveness. Deliver and restore me, that I may rest in peace and live 
each day for You. 

Leader: By the mercy of God we are united with Jesus Christ, and in Him we are 
forgiven. We rest now in His peace and rise every morning to serve Him.  
Amen.  

  
CHILDREN’S SERMON                                                                       Faye Werner 
 
 
THE OFFERING                                                                             Rose Ann Sochan 
 
Ushers this morning are Wayne Lauffer, Bob Miller(8:00) 
Roger Gordon and Bob Arko (9:30) 
 
Our Response 
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OUR OLD TESTAMENT LESSON 
Joel 2:12-16 (NIV) p. 645 
Readers: Ruth Ann Ungeran (8:00) and Jeff Holmes (9:30) 
 
12 

“Even now,” declares the Lord, “return to me with all your heart, 
    with fasting and weeping and mourning.” 
13 

Rend your heart and not your garments. Return to the Lord your God, 
    for he is gracious and compassionate, 
slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents from sending calamity. 
14 

Who knows? He may turn and relent 
    and leave behind a blessing— 
grain offerings and drink offerings or the Lord your God. 
15 

Blow the trumpet in Zion, declare a holy fast, call a sacred assembly. 
16 

Gather the people, consecrate the assembly; 
bring together the elders, gather the children… 

  
OUR GOSPEL LESSON 
Luke 15:1-10 (NIV) p. 740 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. 
2 
But the 

Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and 
eats with them.” 
3 
Then Jesus told them this parable: 

4 
“Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and 

loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after 
the lost sheep until he finds it? 

5 
And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his 

shoulders 
6 
and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and 

says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’ 
7 
I tell you that in the same way 

there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-
nine righteous persons who do not need to repent. 
8 
“Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Doesn’t she light a lamp, 

sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? 
9 
And when she finds it, she 

calls her friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my 
lost coin.’ 

10 
In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the 

angels of God over one sinner who repents.”     
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HYMN             “Open My Eyes, That I May See” p.381 v.1-2  The Hymnal 
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VIDEO:           “Coming Back”    Rochelle Poole 
 
THE MESSAGE     

Return II: “Rejoice with Me!” 
By Pastor Kurt Hoover 

(Copies of this sermon and others can be found  
on our sermon table in the church entryway.)  

 
 
HYMN     “Be Thou My Vision” p. 382 v.1-4  The Hymnal  
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WORDS OF FAITH                                                         The Apostles’ Creed 
     I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy 
Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again. He 
ascended into Heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Serving this morning are Dan & Jane Stukel (8:00) 
Linda Hawkinson, Sherye Schwarz, Aimee Gipes (9:30) 
 
What We Believe Concerning the Lord’s Supper  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
HYMN                    “Lamb of God” 
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HYMNS TO BE SUNG DURING COMMUNION  
p. 385, 419, 394 (hymns can be found in our pew hymnal) 
 
THE COMMUNION BLESSING  
 

THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING                                                                                                   
All:  Thank you Father for the gift of salvation. Thank You Lord Jesus for this holy 
meal and the sacrifice of Your life. Thank You Holy Spirit for awakening faith within our 
hearts. We hear Your voice in this meal and celebrate Your holy presence. Melt us, 
mold us, fill us, use us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
THE BENEDICTION 
 
CLOSING HYMN     “Crown Him with Many Crowns”   p. 264 v.1-3   The Hymnal 
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POSTLUDE                                                        Rose Ann Sochan 
God Will Never Lead You To A Place  
Where His Grace Cannot Keep You. 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #35178. 
CCLI License No. 854341 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
SUNDAE SUNDAY: Today after every service, you can meander through the church, stop 
by groups and ministries tables, learn about them and collect a raffle ticket and an ice 
cream topping. Make your way to the Family Life Center where the Safety and Security 
Team will inform you of everything they are doing to secure our church. Kids will have their 
own info and ice cream area.   
 
OUR PRAYER HOUR ON THURSDAY MORNING AT 10:00 A.M. IS INFORMAL, 
HEARTFELT AND FOR YOU! We pray for the  prayer requests that we receive on Sunday 
and for any needs of our community and families. All of us are beginners when it comes to 
prayer. You can do it. 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS: Today’s altar flowers are in loving memory of Janet Born..  
 
SEPTEMBER WORK PROJECTS: Your talents are needed! We are highlighting a list of 
work projects every month that need completed. The projects range from easy to difficult. 
If you are interested in taking on one of these projects, please email Lloyd at 
worship@mlcjoliet.org. The projects for this month are: 
 

Partial repaint of bathroom walls by offices.  
Installation of bathroom fan by offices.  

Replacement of blinds in fellowship hall.  
Repair/Replace picnic tables on the East side of the building.  

 
MOSAICS GAME NIGHT: This is a game night for our college/ young adult Sunday school 
class. The game night will be Sept. 27th from 5:30pm till people start falling asleep. Be 
sure to bring a dish/desert to share and your favorite board game to play. This is a great 
group to join. It is self led by the members of the class and they delve into deeper topics 
than you would expect with a Sunday School group. They are doing a book study on “The 
Me I Want to Be” by John Ortberg. If this interests you join on the game night to chat and 
learn more about the vision of the Mosaic group and have fun and food while you are at it. 
 
YOUTH CHOIR: Youth Choir is in full swing! Our usual practice time is right after Sunday 
School at 10:45 – 11:15 with one practice the Wednesday night before our performances 
in the sanctuary.  Any youth ages Kindergarten to 8th grade can join Messiah’s Youth 
Choir. If you have any questions, please contact Sherri Unyi at 815-735-6712. 
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SANCTUARY CHOIR: Do you like to sing?  Do you like to have fellowship time 
with friends? Do you enjoy delicious snacks?  If so, then The Sanctuary Choir 
rehearses each Thursday evening for 90 minutes, from 7:15 - 8:45 p.m.  Come 
sing with us as often as you can and be blessed by being a part of this ministry 
here at Messiah!  Questions?  Please contact Herb Alexander at 
halex12240@comcast.net or halex12240@gmail.com. 
 
KIDS’ NIGHT OUT: Put on your brightest neon shirts, socks, shorts, headbands, 
and the like and join the Battle Royale! The Christian Education Team will host a 
youth event on Saturday, September 28, from 5 to 7 pm. Youth grades 3-8 can 
partake in a Nerf Battle Royale. For all ages (4-14 yrs.), we will have games for 
those who want something different. Nerf battle participants are asked to bring 
their own Nerf guns (no Mega models, please). If you have a few extra to share, 
bringing them for others would be appreciated. We will supply the Nerf darts. 
Make sure to bring a friend, too! 
 
FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY: Are you tired of money stress? Then you’re 
ready to join more than five million people whose lives have been changed by 
Financial Peace University (FPU)! This nine lesson course helps you work a plan 
to nail a budget, defeat debt, and free yourself from money worries! You’ll join a 
small group for discussions and lessons—all rooted in biblical wisdom and 
common sense. For more info, contact the church office at 815-741-4488, or 
email dougpotts03@gmail.com. FPU starts September 22 at 12:15 pm. 
 
ROC (5th & 6th grade) PARENT/STUDENT MIXER: Find out about all the cool 
and exciting opportunities for 5th and 6th grades here at Messiah. It’s today from 
12:15-1:15 p.m. Come out to enjoy games with the Youth staff and Youth 
Leadership Team!  
 
QUILT SUNDAY-SEPTEMBER 22: Join us for Quilt Sunday, September 22. The 
quilts that were finished this year will be on display in the sanctuary. At the 
present time, the quilters have over 135 finished. There will be 10 quilts for sale 
between services. Please see a quilter to make your purchase. The price per 
quilt is $40. The quilts will be boxed up and sent to the poorest of the poor. There 
will be a door offering after each service to help pay for the shipping of the quilts 
and the batting for next year’s quilts. Batting is the only expense the quilters 
have. Many people have donated fabric for the quilt tops, sheets for the backing, 
and yarn to tie the quilts. Thank you to all you have donated to this work for the 
Lord.  
 
NEW MEMBERS CLASS: Our new class begins Tuesday, September 24 at 6:30 
p.m. We meet for four Tuesdays. Childcare is available upon request, Find the 
answers to your questions about what Lutherans believe and how to get involved 
in a lively congregation. Register at the Welcome Center. 
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STEWARDSHIP AND WEEKLY ATTENDANCE REPORT        
September 8 
  
8:00am- 93 
9:30am-127 
11:00am-136 
Total- 356 
 
Wednesday Worship for September 11– 24 
     
2019 Budget 
Operating Expenses:  $739,802      
Average Need Each Week: $14,227 
Received last week: $21,556 
Received year-to-date: $459,932.40 
Needed year-to-date:  $   512,172.00  
  
 “Growing God’s Family” Progress 
(including extension through May 26, 2019) 
Estimate - $2,065,000* 
Received - $2,094,179 
 
* The estimated cost as presented and voted upon at the 04/17/2016 meeting. 
** The amount received is from both committed, non-committed and miscellaneous gifts such as me-
morials, clubs, etc. 
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THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 

TODAY 
Sundae Sunday 

7:45 AM Pre-service prayer 
8 & 9:30 AM Worship Service 
10:45 Youth Choir Rehearsal 

11 AM Family Praise & Worship 
12:15 ROC Mixer 

MONDAY 
8 AM Cornerstone Homeschool 

TUESDAY 
9 AM Quilters 

6:30 PM S.A.L.T 
6:30 PM Boards 

7:30 PM PPC Meeting 
WEDNESDAY 

9 AM Classical Conversations Homeschool 
6:15 H2H 

6:30 Awana 
7:15 PM Worship Service 

THURSDAY 
10 AM Prayer Time 
11 AM Staff Meeting 

SATURDAY 
9 AM Worship Team Rehearsal 

NEXT SUNDAY 
Quilt Sunday 

7:45 AM Pre-service prayer 
8 & 9:30 AM Worship Service 

10:45 AM Youth Choir Rehearsal 
11 AM Family Praise & Worship 

12:15 Financial Peace University 


