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December 15, 2019 
Third Sunday in Advent 

 
Pastor Kurt Hoover 
Pastor David Stier 

 
Organist: Rose Ann Sochan 

Choir Director: Herb Alexander 
Worship Coordinator: Lloyd Evans 
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Welcome To Messiah Lutheran’s Morning School Of The Bible!  
Third Sunday of Advent 

December 15, 2019 
8:00 & 9:30 A.M. (Child care provided) 

 
Enter Reverently, Worship Joyfully, Live Faithfully 

 
PRELUDE                                                                                           Rose Ann Sochan 
 
OPENING HYMN               p. 22  v.1-2 The Hymnal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
WELCOME  (Please sign the CONNECTION CARD IN THE PEW IN FRONT OF YOU and place in the offering plate.) 

 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Leader: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But 
if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
A Moment of Silent Prayer and Reflection 
 
Leader: Holy and Gracious God, 
All: I confess that I have sinned against you this day and every day. Some of my 

sin I know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—but 
some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness. 
Deliver and restore me, that I may rest in peace and live each day for You. 

Leader: By the mercy of God we are united with Jesus Christ, and in Him we are 
forgiven. We rest now in His peace and rise every morning to serve Him.  
Amen.  

 
THE OFFERING                                           Rose Ann Sochan 
Ushers this morning are Wayne Lauffer and Bob Miller (8:00) 
Bob Arko and Roger Gordon (9:30) 
 
Our Response 
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CHILDREN’S SERMON  (8:00)                                                                      Alison Capps 
 
OUR GOSPEL LESSON                     
Matthew 2:10-15 (NIV) p. 682 
Readers: Beth Hohisel (8:00) Beverly Korby (9:30) 
 
 
 
 
 
  

When the Magi saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On 

entering the house, the Magi saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down 

and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 

they left for their own country by another road. 

13 Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, 

“Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; 

for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14 Then Joseph got up, took 

the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, 15 and remained there until the 

death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, 

“Out of Egypt I have called my son.” 
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HYMN                                 p. 58 v.1 & 4  The Hymnal  
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MESSAGE 
Advent Journey: Joseph   

By Pastor Kurt Hoover 
(Copies of this sermon and others can be found on our sermon table in the church entryway.)  
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CHRISTMAS CANTATA 
“Classic Noels” 

Arranged by John Purifoy 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Directed by Herb Alexander 
Pianist: Rose Sochan 

Cellist: Heather Godsey 
Narrator: Doug Potts 

 

 
"Joy to the World" (with "The Heavens Declare") 
 
Joy to the world! The Lord is come. Let earth receive her King 
Let eve’ry heart prepare Him room 
And heav’n and nature sing. And heav’n and nature sing.  
And heav’n and heav’n and nature sing, And heav’n and nature sing,  
and heav’n and nature sing. 
 
Repeat the sounding Joy, Repeat the sounding joy,  
Repeat, Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat the sound,   
Let earth receive her King, let ev’ry heart prepare Him room,  
Prepare Him room.  
 
He rules the world with truth and grace, And makes the nations prove 
he glories of  his righteousness,  
And wonders of His love, And wonders of His love,  
And wonders of his love. 
 
The Lord is come, Let earth receive her King,  
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room, prepare Him room.  
And heav’n and nature sing, And heav’n and nature sing,  
And heav’n  and heav’n and nature sing. Joy to the world!  
The Lord is come, Let earth receive her King! Let earth receive her King! 
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"Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring" (with "Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus") 
 
Jesu, joy of man’s desiring, Holy wisdom, Love most bright,  
Drawn by Thee our souls aspiring. 
Soar to uncreated light.  Israel’s strength and consolation, 
Hope of all the earth thou art. Dear desire of every nation,  
Joy of every longing heart. Come thou long expected Jesus,  
Born to set thy people free. Striving still to truth unknown,  
Soaring dying, round Thy throne.  
Born Thy people to deliver, Born a child, and yet a King. 

 
"And the Glory of the Lord" (with "The First Noel") 
 
And the glory, the glory  of the Lord, And the glory, glory of the Lord shall be revealed,  
Shall be revealed, And the glory , the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,  
Shall be revealed, and the glory, the glory of the Lord shall be revealed. 
 
The first Noel the angel did say, was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay. 
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep,  
on a cold winter’s night that was so deep.  
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 
 
And all flesh shall see it together, And all flesh shall see it together,  
All flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it,  
for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. 
 

"O Come, All Ye Faithful" (with "Sleepers, Awake") 
 
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,  
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.  
O, come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,  
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem.   
Come and behold Him, born the King of angels.  
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,  
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 
 
O come, let us adore Him. Triumphant and joyful, triumphant and Joyful!  
O come, O come and worship Him, Christ the Lord.  
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
Oh sing all ye bright hosts of heav’n above. 
 
Glory to God, all glory in the highest. O come, let us adore Him,  
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord! 
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"For Unto Us a Child Is Born" (with "Hark! The Herald Angels Sing") 
 
For unto is a Child is born, unto us a son is given, unto us a Son is given,  
For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given, Unto us a son is given,  
for unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given,  
and the government shall be upon His shoulder,  
and the government shall be upon His shoulder,  
and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor,  
The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 
 
Hark! The herald angels sing,  
“Glory to the newborn King. Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled.” 
Joyful all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies.  With angelic hosts proclaim,  
Christ is born in Bethlehem.  Hark! The herald angels sing,  
“Glory to the newborn King.” 
 
For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given, unto us a Son is given,  
and the government shall be upon His shoulder  
and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor,  
The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace,  
The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 

 
"Amen! Tell It on the Mountain!" (arranged by Mary McDonald)  
 
Amen! Amen! Amen, amen, amen! Sing it over:  
Amen! Go tell it! Amen! Go tell it!   
Amen!  Amen, amen! Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere;  
go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 
 
Shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night,  
behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy light. 
 
Go, tell it on a mountain! Men! Tell it, children! Amen, amen, amen!   
The shepherds feared and trembled when, lo!  
Above the earth rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior’s birth.   
Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere;  
go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born!  
Go, tell it!  Tell it on the mountain!  
Go, tell it! Tell it on the mountain! 
 
Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born, and  
God sent to us salvation that blessed Christmas morn.   
Amen! Amen, Amen, amen! 
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THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Serving this morning are Randy Ling & Marsha Smith (8:00) 
Beverly Korby, Jane Costello & Linda Hawkinson (9:30) 
 

What We Believe Concerning the Lord’s Supper  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
HYMN                    “Lamb of God” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HYMNS TO BE SUNG DURING COMMUNION  
Instrumental played by Rose Ann Sochan 
p. 462, p. 136 (hymns can be found in our pew hymnal) 
 
THE COMMUNION BLESSING  
 
THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING                                                                                                   
All:  Thank you Father for the gift of salvation. Thank You Lord Jesus for this 
holy meal and the sacrifice of Your life. Thank You Holy Spirit for awakening faith 
within our hearts. We hear Your voice in this meal and celebrate Your holy 
presence. Melt us, mold us, fill us, use us. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
  
THE BENEDICTION 
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CLOSING HYMN             p.118 v. 1 The Hymnal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POSTLUDE                                                                             Rose Ann Sochan 
God Will Never Lead You To A Place  
Where His Grace Cannot Keep You. 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #35178. 
CCLI License No. 854341 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM: Later today at 4 pm we will be having our annual 
Sunday School Christmas program in the Family Life Center. Everyone is invited to the program 
to see how hard our kids have worked on telling the story of the birth of Jesus.  

 
DECEMBER CALENDAR: There will be no Sunday School classes pre-K through 12th grade on 
Sunday, December 22 & 29. Classes resume Sunday, January 5. 

 
ALTAR FLOWERS: Today’s altar flowers are provided by Debra Gruber in memory of her 
parents. If you would like to purchase altar flowers for a particular Sunday, sign up in the narthex. 
Note that the sign up area has moved to the north wall 
 
INSIGHT (Adult Sunday School): There are two choices for Sunday School in December. First, 
the schedule in the fellowship hall will be:  
Dec. 15th: Bring a friend to the Cantata at 8am or 9:30am 
Dec. 22nd Christmas conversations & fellowship 
Second, they will be studying The Case for Christmas in the Gathering House. Mosaic will join 
one of the classes for the month of December. Make sure to join one of these classes for great 
teaching and fellowship! 

 
CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICES: Tuesday, December 24th at 5:00 P.M. (family 
oriented), 7:00 P.M. and 11:00 P.M. Childcare provided for 5 & 7 pm. BRING FAMILY AND 
FRIENDS! 
 
HOLIDAY CALENDAR: There will be no Wednesday night services on December 25 (Christmas) 
or January 1 (New Year’s Day). Enjoy the holidays! 
 
PRAYER CHAIN: Messiah uses a prayer chain made up of people willing to pray for our 
members, community, nation and the world in the times of crisis. The prayers are confidential and 
anonymous as much as possible. Contact Cindi Souza at regency118@comcast.net or Pastor 
Dave at pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org to become a partner.  

 
CHRISTMAS GIFTS TO MESSIAH: 10% of the gifts will be given to Morning Star Mission.  The 
other 90% will cover any shortfall in the General Fund.  After covering the operating expenses, 
remaining amounts will be used for Continued Building Updates, which will include modifications 
for safety and security. If you have any questions or want to know more, please contact Sherri 
Unyi at bookkeeper@mlcjoliet.org. 
 
GIFTS FOR BABY JESUS! We’re asking everyone to bring gifts for newborn children or new 
moms on Christmas Eve and donate them to a local crisis pregnancy center. You can bring 
diapers, clothing, powder, a gift of money or anything that a parent might need in caring for her 
child. Please put on the wrapping paper what the item is, the size and whether it’s for mother or 
child. You can bring the gifts to any service but we will invite the young children to bring them 
forward specifically at the 5:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service. Thank you. 
 
AWANA T&T FAMILIES: This Wednesday, December 18th is the last day to turn in donation 
items for the Will County Children's Advocacy Center. We are collecting hygiene, toy/game, and 
other needed items for our Christmas Service Project. Please see their site at 
www.willcountycac.org for the wish list. Thank you for your generosity! 
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DECEMBER 15 @ 4 PM 

Dec. 28-31 @ Center Lake Bible Camp 

7th-12th grade 

4 days, 3 nights of fun! 

Worship, tubing, horseback riding,  

skiing, football (all weather permitting) 

 

Payment is due by Wed., Dec. 23 
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POINSETTIAS 
 

The poinsettias on the stage are provided by the donations of those below. 
Thank you! 

 

PROVIDED BY IN HONOR/MEMORY OF 

Brenda Macauley Jesus 

Michele & Al Larson Bill & Ruth Clary 

Doug & Beth Hohisel Our fathers 

Kathy & Kris Weiss Eve Korth 

Erin Eldred Richard Eldred & Helen Eldred 

Lynda & Brian Wielbik Grandparents 

Martha Hohisel Len Hohisel (husband, father, father-in
-law, grandpa) 

Patty Ally  

Anita James Howard James Sr., Alvera Andreas 

Tana Evers Martha Uhler, Herman & Mary Kluge 

Roger & Carol Gordon  

Jelm Family Lloyd, Allen, Kim 

Gary Ally The birth of our Lord and Savior 

Keith & Carol Thompson Our parents 

Shirley Oder Ernie Oder 

Ron & Barb Dodd For God’s glory 

Gene & Debbie Gruber Debbie’s brothers Doug and Gary 
Donick 

Ruth Ann Ungeran In memory of my father, mother, & son 

Beverly & Terry Allbert Penny Baron & Jordan Larson 

Gail Jerbi Jim Jerbi 

Michele & Al Larson Ruth & Bill Clary 
Dr. Myron & Marjorie Larson 

Dave Nygard family Our mothers Dorothy & Erma 

Boe family To the glory of God 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS, cont. 
 

HOCKEY PARTY!: Hey everyone! Pastor Dave has graciously offered to host a 
party for the Red Wings vs. the Blackhawks on January 5 at 6:30 pm! Bring 
snacks, dip and at least a 2 liter. If anyone needs the address feel free to ask. 
Hope to see you all there! 
 
FAMILY TRIVIA NIGHT: On February 8th from 1 pm to 3:30 pm, MLC will be 
hosting a family trivia night. We will be playing team trivia, and each team will be 
a family, with a wide range of ages on each team. Bring snacks and drinks to 
share. Childcare will be available. It’s trivia for ages 8-88 and beyond! 
 
SAVE THE DATE FOR CAMPING!: MLC is planning a family camping trip on 
May 15-17. The location is to be decided, but will be within 90 miles of the 
church. Whether you glamp or tent camp, come join the family fun! More info to 
come, but sign up if you are interested. 
 
MOSAIC FMSC: On break from college? Our Mosaic Ministry has stuff that you 
can do! Mosaic=anyone post-high school through their late 20’s and early 30’s. 
On December 19, Mosaic is packing food for children at Feed My Starving 
Children in Aurora. We will meet there at 6 pm. We’ll pack and then take it from 
there. Some people are planning to go to Chick-Fil-A before packing. Anyone 
who wants to is invited to hangout at Pastor Dave’s after packing. Join the event 
group here: www.fmsc.org/join-group?joincode=EGE987. Don’t worry if you can’t 
sign up. Just let PD2 know you’re going, show up, and we’ll get you in. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL (INSIGHT) 2020: We’re starting off the new year with some 
exciting Insight classes. The Mosaic class will be studying “Emotionally Healthy 
Spiritually”. Lloyd Evans will be teaching a two-week class on “The Messy 
Church: A Study of 1 Corinthians” in the fellowship hall.  
 

 

STEWARDSHIP & ATTENDANCE 
DECEMBER 8 

8am-74 
9;30am- 124 
11:00am-98 

Total-289 
 

SS-115 
 

DECEMBER 11 
Wednesday Night Service—33 

Awana—49 
 
 

2019 BUDGET 
Operating Expenses:  $739,802      

Average Need Each Week: $14,227 
Received last week: $15,071 

Received year-to-date: $626,642 
Needed year-to-date:   $697,123 

 
 

 “Growing God’s Family” Progress 
(including extension through Dec. 8, 2019) 

Estimate - $2,065,000.00 
Received - $ 2,094,599 

 

Total Thanksgiving Offering: $730 
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THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 
 

TODAY 
Don’t forget your cookies! 
 7:45 AM Pre-service prayer 

 8 & 9:30 AM Worship Service w/ Sanctuary Choir cantata 
  9:30 AM Sunday School (all ages) 

  10:45 AM Youth Choir practice 
 11 AM Family Praise & Worship 

 4 PM Sunday School Christmas Program 
TUESDAY 

9 AM Messiah Quilters 
6:30 PM SALT HS Bible Study 

WEDNESDAY 
6 PM Head 2 Heart 

6:30 PM Awana 
7:15 PM Advent Service 

THURSDAY 
10 AM Prayer Time 

11 AM Office Staff Meeting 
7:15 PM Sanctuary Choir practice 

SATURDAY 
9 AM Worship Team practice 

NEXT SUNDAY 
7:45 AM Pre-service prayer 

8 & 9:30 AM Worship Service 
NO Sunday School (for P3 to 12th Grade) 

9:30 AM Adult Sunday School (Insight) 
11 AM Family Praise & Worship 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


