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Subject: Christian living 
Central theme: Joining Jesus - through your Church 
Objective: Joining Jesus is awesome, exciting and unapparelled. My prayer is that each of us are 
willing to take these next three steps. 
Rational:  
Taste and see 
Realize you can’t go with God and stay where you are at the same time 
Serve out of design, not out of duty 
 
Resources: Taste and see from J. Ortburg pg 81, Blackaby pg 122 

 
Evaluation:  
 
Readings: Psalm 145:16-21? Proverbs 13: 10-24, James 1:2-18, Rom. 12: 9-18? 
 

The video that Lynda did gives you a glimpse of so many ways that you 
can join Jesus in what he is doing in His church. But that was just a 
taste. The opportunities are only limited by our own fear of the 
unknown. Joining Jesus is awesome, exciting and unapparelled. My 
prayer is that each of us are willing to take these next three steps, to 
Join Jesus. 
 

1st Step: Taste and see 
Are you active in a small group or serving in a ministry? Does it feel like 
you are where you belong? Then Great keep doing it and just keep an 
ear open for Jesus to be calling you to something greater. But I would 
guess many here today are not plugged into a small group and or 
ministry. My suggestion to you this morning it try one and if it’s not a 
good fit try another and another till you find your nitch. You may even 
start something new that others have been desiring for years! 
Here is a question to consider: Do you like God? That may sound like a 
strange question, and I don’t mean to be glib about God. But if I do not 
like being with God, I simply will not be with him much. It is good to be 
honest about this because if you don’t like God, there’s no use trying to 
fake him out.  The point of this is not to make you feel guilty that you 
should want God more. “Should” simply does not have the power to get 
you there.  
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 “Should” is a kind of auxiliary engine. It is necessary to have this, 
and sometimes I must do things simply because I should. But if I am 
running in a marathon, it doesn’t matter at mile marker twenty-three 
whether I think I should finish. I will finish because I want to finish. 
“Want” will eventually wear down and override “should”.  

Likewise, spiritual growth doesn’t mean a life of doing what I 
should do instead of what I want to do. It means coming to want to do 
what I should do. Jesus’ point in His stories about desiring the kingdom 
of God is that when people come to understand how good God is, they 
want him. They don’t just love him.  They like him.  

We might look at it this way: when we tell people, they ought to 
do something, we can take that “ought” in two ways- the ought of 
obligation and the ought of opportunity. The first kind is our duty. You 
ought to pay your taxes. You ought to keep your dog on a leash. You 
ought to take your drivers’ test. The second kind gives you life. You 
ought to take a break. You ought to see the world. You ought to taste 
this cake. The “ought” of Jesus’ message is mainly an ought of 
opportunity. 

When we become aware of this, we feel guilty because our desire 
for God does not run deep enough-but we can’t make ourselves desire 
God more by telling ourselves that we should. God is so gracious and 
patient, wanting us to want him, that he is willing to work with this kind 
of honesty. That is why we are invited to “taste and see that the Lord is 
good”.  

Taste is an experimental word. It is an invitation from a confident 
chef and heyif you know me I’m a confidant chef. You don’t have to 
commit to eating the whole thing; just try a sample- taste. If you don’t 
like it, you can skip the rest. But the chef is in this case is Jesus and He is 
convinced that if He can get you take one bite, you going to want the 
whole enchilada. 
 
In the Book “The Me I want to Be” John Ortberg shares this thought. 
“Use your Authentic Desires to “Taste and See the Lord is Good”. 
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God made you with desires, and he wants you to desire him most 
of all- but not only to desire Him. Part of trying softer is allowing what 
we naturally desire around us to lead us back to God. There is a pattern 
to your desires-certain activities, sensations, people, and the thoughts 
that wake up the ‘got-to-have” response in you.  Those desires are God’s 
gift to you.  They are part of the you God wants you to be.”i 

When people enjoy what God has created, his heart is pleased. 
However, many people think, If I want to be spiritual, I have to avoid sin, 
and the best way to avoid sin would be to do away with desire all 
together.  If I just didn’t want sex or money or food or success, I would 
really be spiritual because then I wouldn’t sin. But then you wouldn’t be 
human, either. A slab of cement doesn’t have to worry about weeds- but 
it will also never be a garden.” 

 Lewis Smedes wrote, “God is so great that he does not need to be 
our only joy.  There is an earthly joy, a joy of the outer as well as the inner 
self, the joy of dancing as well as kneeling, the joy of playing as well as 
praying”.  

Uncorrupted by sin, desire is fabulous- fabulous because it is a part 
of God’s design.  The psalmist says to God, you open your hand and 
satisfy the desires of every living thing. The Lord is righteous in all his 
ways and loving toward all he has made…He fulfills the desires of those 
who fear him. (Psalm 145) 

God is a desire-creating, desire-satisfying God. He made birds with 
the impulse to fly- they want to do it because God made them to do it. 
Dolphins swim because God made them with the instinct to swim. God 
doesn’t plant wrong desires in his creatures.  

How did Adam know he was supposed to become “one flesh” with 
Eve? Do you think God put it on his to-do list? “Okay Adam, name the 
animals, take out the trash…and, oh, by the way, don’t forget to become 
one flesh with Eve.” No. Adam looked at Eve, and he discovered he had 
desire. Where did that desire come from? It came from God.  
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A beautiful prayer from the Book of Common Prayer begins, “Most 
Holy God, the source of all good desires…” God created desire, and its 
God’s delight to fulfill desire.  

 
Again, John points out in his book: “I know that my desires are 

distorted by sin and need to be cleansed, purified, and retrained.  This is 
what Jesus refers to when he says, “Whoever wants to be my disciple 
must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.” We must 
say no to any desires that would keep us from living in the flow of the 
spirit. We must always be ready to sacrifice a lesser desire for the sake 
of living a greater life.”ii 

 
On the other hand, nothing makes a human become more 

vulnerable to temptation than a joyless life. God’s plan is that every time 
we experience and authentic desire- a God implanted desire in us-we 
come to understand more deeply what a good God He is. We learn how 
God has wired us and what he wants us to do.  As a result, we find 
ourselves loving this great God more and more. This is how we “taste 
and see” that the Lord is good, and our desire can be part of this Joining 
Jesus. 

James speaks of the fulfillment of desire when he says,” Every good 
and perfect gift is from above, from the father of all lights who satisfies 
the desires of those who fear him…” (James 1:17) The writer of Proverbs 
says,” Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but a longing fulfilled is a tree 
of life.” A desire fulfilled is sweet to the soul. (Proverbs 13) 
 
 
 
2nd Step: Realize you can’t go with God and stay where you are at the 
same time 
 
I want to tell you a story about a girl I had in youth ministry. Yes I have 
her permission to tell you this story but I’m going to change her name 
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and some minor details. So I don’t give away who she was and when 
she was in the youth ministry. Well call her Kathern. Kathern attended 
church with her mom most of the time and in the beginning she hated 
being here, dad showed up when he could as well. But after a few 
months Kathern and Mom were here almost every time the doors were 
open she loved it here. Sometime in her early teens she realized there 
was more to Christianity than just attending and having fun. She 
needed a relationship with Jesus. So, she accepted His gift of 
forgiveness and salvation and she lived in His strength, for a time. 
Sometime near the end of Jr. high her passion for her relationship with 
Christ started to wane. When talking to her she couldn’t exactly say it 
was just something that was gradual. While she was still in Jr. she tried 
Marijuana for the first time with some kids from school that she spent a 
lot of time with. Before this she was never part of the “in crowd” at 
school now she was becoming popular even becoming one of the top 
performers in the school. Little by little she started pulling away for her 
involvement at church until she was actually fighting with her mom 
about even coming. Soon the entire family hardly ever showed up for 
church it was just not worth the fight or so they thought. A few years 
into Highschool, late one Friday night or maybe it was very early 
Saturday morning. Kathern had an incident and was brought home by 
some friends as she was too wasted to drive herself. That morning she 
and her mom had a “big talk” and mom told her starting tomorrow that 
would be going to church again on a regular basis. Again, she resisted 
but she went. While she was their in body her mind was anywhere else 
she could escape to. Gradually though she started to reconnect and 
looked forward to being an active part of the ministry again. Now she 
had two groups of friends that couldn’t have been more different. For a 
time she lived a double life parting on Friday and Saturdays and praising 
Jesus on Sunday. Over one summer something happened that wasn’t 
gradual. God spoke to her in a very clear way showing her that she had 
to make a choice about who she really was. So she came and talked 
with me. I told her she was going to probably loose some friends and 
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popularity if she decided to get serious about her walk with Christ. She 
didn’t know if she could do that. So I told her to pray about it and ask 
God to give her more “want to”. God answered her prayer to change 
and gave her the desire to change. It didn’t happen overnight, but in 
time she was “transformed by the renewing of her mind” (Rom. 12:1-2) 
She did lose some friends and popularity but gained true lifelong 
friends and respect. Because Kathy adjusted her life to God (in His 
strength not just on her own) what Satan meant for evil and 
destruction, God used for good. In her life and in the lives of hundreds!  
 
Many of us want God to speak to us and give us opportunities in our 
lives with Him. However, we are not interested in making the changes 
that are required to either be prepared for or accomplish what He is 
calling us to do. When God speaks to you reveling what He is about to 
do, that revelation is your invitation to adjust your life to Him. Then 
once you have you are in a position to Join Jesus. The adjustments are a 
training ground to be ready to keep up with what Jesus is doing and 
calling you to join Him in. 

• Noah couldn’t continue his daily routine and build an ark (Gen. 9) 

• Abraham Couldn’t stay home and father a great nation (Gen. 12) 

• Moses couldn’t keep hiding in the desert and lead the people out 
of Egypt (EX. 3) 

• David had to leave his flock to become king (1 Sam. 16) 

• Jonah had to leave his home and go to a people he despised 
(Jonah 1-4) 

• Peter, Andrew, James & John had to leave the family business as 
fisherman to Join Jesus (Matt. 4) 

• Matthew gave up on his lucrative tax business to Join Jesus (Matt. 
9) 

• Saul had to do a complete 180, change his name and risk 
percussion to Join Jesus. (Acts 9) 



 7 

Our greatest single difficulty in Joining Jesus may come at the point of 
adjustment. These adjustments though not with out cost are well worth 
the eternal reward of Joining Jesus. Remember the God who called you 
is the one who will enable you to do His will. 
 
3rd Step: Serve Out of Design, Not Duty 
Paul tells us in Romans to: “Be honest in your evaluation of yourselves” 
(Romans 12:3b NLT). 
The Bible says that God wants you to listen to your heart. He wants you 
to look at what you’re made to do, and then you’ll know what He wants 
you to do. But most people these days are moving so fast that they 
don’t have time to listen to their heart anymore. 
We’ve got to slow down! We’re all in such a hurry, stressed with too 
much to do, not realizing until later that we didn’t have to do so much. 
That describes most people today in America. They’re speeding with no 
direction. But God wants you to slow down and listen to your heart. As 
Romans 12:3 says, “Be honest in your evaluation of yourselves”.  
I suggest we all spend some TAG time this afternoon or sometime this 
week and ask these questions: 

• “What do I love to do? What do I dream of doing?  

• What fascinates me?  

• What can I talk about, think about, and study all day and not get 
bored? 

• Where have I been most effective in my life?” 
 
I heard this story from P. Rick W. “I once baptized an 80-year-old 
woman after a service at Saddleback Church. She wanted to be a small 
group host. That’s pretty cool — an 80-year-old small group host! She 
said, “I just wish I learned years ago that we serve God out of our 
design, not out of duty.” 
As I have shared with you before my Grandpa was 84 when he finally 
came to know Christ. Praise God it’s never too late! But think of all the 
joy, opportunity and blessings he missed! 
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Get with someone talk this over this week or even do it as a family: 
• What has been your motivation to serve? 
• How did that motivation affect your attitude toward what you 

did? 
• What do you believe God put you on earth to do?  
• What steps can you take this week to serve him using your gifts 

and work toward your purpose? 
 
My prayer is through this series and the discussions you have had and 
will have this week, you will find the S.H.A.P.E. that God made you to 
be. Your; 
Spiritual gifts,  
Heart,  
Abilities,  
Personality, and  
Experiences —  
 
We join Jesus out of our design and the way he shaped us.  
We join Jesus not out of duty, but because we love Him. Because when 
you do what he wired you to do, it brings glory to Him. 
That’s the way to live. Don’t join Jesus out of force, duty, or guilt. Join 
Him out of delight and gratitude. Make a careful exploration of who 
you are and the work you’ve been given — in other words, do what you 
were designed to do Join Jesus, it’s not always easy but, it’s awesome, 
exciting and unapparelled! 

i Ortberg, John. The Me I Want to Be (p. 81). Zondervan. Kindle Edition. 
ii Ortberg, John. The Me I Want to Be (p. 82). Zondervan. Kindle Edition. 

 


