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Psalm 34:1-8 Litany: 

P: I will praise the LORD at all times. I will constantly speak His praises. 
C: I will boast only in the LORD; let all who are helpless take heart. 
P: Come, let us tell of the LORD’s greatness; let us exalt His name together. 
C: I prayed to the LORD, and he answered me. He freed me from all my fears. 
P: Those who look to Him for help will be radiant with joy;  
C: no shadow of shame will darken their faces. 
P: In my desperation I prayed, and the LORD listened; 
C: He saved me from all my troubles. 
P: For the angel of the LORD is a guard; 
C: He surrounds and defends all who fear him. 
P: Taste and see that the LORD is good. 
C: Oh, the joys of those who take refuge in him! 
P: We worship you LORD…… 

John 10:6-16, 

Those who heard Jesus use this illustration didn’t understand what he meant, 7 so 
he explained it to them: “I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who 
came before me[a] were thieves and robbers. But the true sheep did not listen to 
them. 9 Yes, I am the gate. Those who come in through me will be saved.[b] They 
will come and go freely and will find good pastures. 10 The thief’s purpose is to 
steal and kill and destroy. My purpose is to give them a rich and satisfying life. 

11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd sacrifices his life for the 
sheep. 12 A hired hand will run when he sees a wolf coming. He will abandon the 
sheep because they don’t belong to him and he isn’t their shepherd. And so the 
wolf attacks them and scatters the flock. 13 The hired hand runs away because 
he’s working only for the money and doesn’t really care about the sheep. 

14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my own sheep, and they know me, 15 just as 
my Father knows me and I know the Father. So I sacrifice my life for the sheep. 16 I 
have other sheep, too, that are not in this sheepfold. I must bring them also. They 
will listen to my voice, and there will be one flock with one shepherd. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+10&version=NLT#fen-NLT-26455a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+10&version=NLT#fen-NLT-26456b
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Colossians 3:10-17 

Put on your new nature, and be renewed as you learn to know your Creator and 
become like him. 11 In this new life, it doesn’t matter if you are a Jew or a 
Gentile,[c] circumcised or uncircumcised, barbaric, uncivilized,[d] slave, or free. 
Christ is all that matters, and he lives in all of us. 

12 Since God chose you to be the holy people he loves, you must clothe yourselves 
with tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. 13 Make 
allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. 
Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others. 14 Above all, clothe 
yourselves with love, which binds us all together in perfect harmony. 15 And let 
the peace that comes from Christ rule in your hearts. For as members of one body 
you are called to live in peace. And always be thankful. 

16 Let the message about Christ, in all its richness, fill your lives. Teach and counsel 
each other with all the wisdom he gives. Sing psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs to God with thankful hearts. 17 And whatever you do or say, do it as a 
representative of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through him to God the Father. 

 

PUTTING ON THE GOSPEL 

Big Idea: Believing the Gospel means applying it in every area of our life and 
ministry.  

In today’s readings we heard about living a Christian life to its fullest and how to 
do that. Now we will be digging into Colossians 3:12-17 a bit deeper to help us do 
just that. Turn with me if you will to Colossians 3:12-17 and read along again. 

12 Therefore, God's chosen ones, holy and loved, put on heartfelt compassion, 

kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience, 13 accepting one another and 

forgiving one another if anyone has a complaint against another. Just as the Lord 

has forgiven you, so also you must forgive. 14 Above all, put on love-the perfect 

bond of unity. 15 And let the peace of the Messiah, to which you were also called 

in one body, control your hearts. Be thankful. 16 Let the message about the 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3&version=NLT#fen-NLT-29489c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3&version=NLT#fen-NLT-29489d
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Messiah dwell richly among you, teaching and admonishing one another in all 

wisdom, and singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, with gratitude in your 

hearts to God. 17 And whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the 

name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him. 

Application Point 1: The Gospel is more than that which saves; it is also that 

which changes! 

I attended a meeting a few years back at which the person facilitating a discussion 

time asked the following question to a group of pastors: "What would you tell 

someone who approached you asking how to become saved?" The responses in 

the room were many, but the one that was most prevalent was "The Gospel!" 

When we as Christians talk about "the Gospel," we are usually referring to the 

message of the coming, living, dying, and rising of Jesus Christ, which is the power 

of God for salvation (Romans 1:16). However, this message-the Good News-has 

definite implications for all of life. 

To be sure, Colossians 3:12-17 is a positive parallel to the negative exhortations of 

the first half of the chapter.  

However, it stands alone as a very practical and helpful encouragement for the 

application of the Gospel to all of life, and ministry as well. I was reminded the 

other weekend how people in the church didn’t want to bother me with 

questions on Sundays.  

Some were even afraid to even say hi. Was it because I wasn’t a nice guy? Was it 

because I had a frown on my face. Well maybe at times. But mostly it was 

because I looked like I had a hundred things to do. And to be honest before we 

were graced with having Lloyd on staff. I usually did! I slowly learned to tell 
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people in the new members classes to just get in my way and say Hi. No matter 

what I looked like. Now do I have this perfected? NO! Not by a long shot but I’ve 

been told while I’m still pursuing excellence in ministry I’m doing it with more and 

more Grace every year!  

Application Point 2: The Gospel has implications in all of life in our relationships, 

our decisions, and the way we lead and serve the church. 

Now Paul has just finished establishing the fact that the community formed by 

and in Christ is not divided along ethnic, societal, or any other boundary-our 

identity is in Christ as part of His church. After reminding us that this passage is 

paralleling the 11 verses which precede it, Paul begins by describing those whom 

he is addressing as "God's chosen ones" and "holy and loved." The significance of 

this is great. He is not speaking to the unsaved or to those whose desire should be 

anything less that complete surrender to Christ. They, the church at Colossae, and 

us, the believing reader today have been the object of God's great love as 

evidenced by Christ's work of salvation. 

Application Point 3: We are to put on the Gospel as we do clothing, through 

regular and rich times with God and in His Word. 

At this point in verse 12, Paul simply begins describing attributes that are to be 

fruit of the gospel in our lives as believers.  

Heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience are to 

characterize our lives. Notice, however, that building on the idea of putting off 

the old man and putting on the new man from verses nine and 10, Paul says to 

"put on" these things. Certainly, this requires intention, such as putting on 

clothing requires a person's intention. Even further, amidst a context where 
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preparations for church services must happen every week, for the church staff, 

volunteer and participant, this requires devotion-a true sense that time with God 

and in His Word must both come before and be the motivation and clothing for all 

of the Liturgical, pastoral, and creative elements in our worship. 

Verse 13 describes what this will actually look like in real life. The idea of 

accepting one another is not that we should not keep one another accountable 

and bear one another's burdens, but rather that we should love each other in 

such a way that reflects the love of Christ to the world outside. Specifically, this is 

tested when conflict arises. In Christian community and in our world, conflict is a 

reality. Feelings are hurt, pride is offended, and what remains is truly whether we 

believe we are sinners desperately in need of forgiveness and saving. As Paul 

writes in the second half of the verse, we are to forgive because we have been 

forgiven. 

In Verse 14 Paul says that we must, as the primary evidence that we are united in 

Christ, put on love. The number of passages in the New Testament exhorting, 

encouraging-even commanding us to love one another as part of the Church-is 

such that it is surely a familiar theme to any believer.  

However, it is especially helpful here within the "clothing that we put on" context 

of this passage, as love is expressed as something to cover all that we are and do. 

Application Point 4: We are to facilitate the rich dwelling of the Gospel among us 

as the church both relationally and structurally.i 

Verses 15 and 16 contain the language of letting. In 15, we are to let the peace of 

the Messiah, which Paul again relates to our having been called to unity in the 

church, rule over the condition of our hearts. This is an interesting idea in that the 
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peace of Christ is to be the decisive factor in our relationships with others and in 

our circumstances in general. In 15 we are to let the Gospel, "the message about 

the Messiah," inhabit our lives both individually and corporately as the church. 

We get the individual sense from what has come before and the corporate sense 

in what is spelled out after. As the Church, the Gospel is to richly characterize 

what we do and how we do it, and certainly this applies to our corporate worship 

services. 

Given the personal nature of much of Paul's language throughout the passage, it 

seems helpful to remind ourselves that the Gospel has implications for the way 

we interact with our families, coworkers, people on social media, people we meet 

on the street and everyone who is a part of the church.  

The temptation in the heat of the moment for us church folks is to be so focused 

on living right or sharing the Gospel, correcting errant doctrine, not giving into the 

culture war of the day.  

Make no mistake we are in a culture war, a war for the hearts and minds of the 

lost and most concerning to me our children, and I’m afraid that we are losing, my 

friends. But we get so focused on that and the other aspects of Christian living 

that we can forsake Paul's command to love and to let "the peace of the Messiah" 

govern our interactions with one another.  

Surely these previous ideas find a general application in the concept of the Gospel 

dwelling richly among us. 

Additionally, it would seem that there are implications not just for how we live 

our lives on Sunday but how we live them every day of the week. I find it alarming 

how often we are so worried about offending the world around us that we 
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actually forget about our brothers and sisters in Christ. The language we use 

especially on social media, the petty political and cultural arguments, the division 

we allow to creep in. Now don’t get me wrong I’m not saying we shouldn’t be 

engaged. I often feel we as Christians have sat back way too much and watched 

this culture war spin out of control and consume us and our children. The things 

we accept today would have never been accepted 10 and 20 years ago not to 

mention two years ago, or even just a few months ago. Check out one more short 

video clip: Ken Davis (Gate keeper clip) 

Jesus said “I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep. All who came before 
me were thieves and robbers. But the true sheep did not listen to them. Yes, I am 
the gate.  
Those who come in through me will be saved. They will come and go freely and 
will find good pastures.” (John 10:7-9) 

I just love Ken and how he communicates. 

“Oh, the joys of those who do not follow the advice of the wicked, 

or stand around with sinners, or join in with mockers. But they delight in the law 

of the LORD, meditating on it day and night. They are like trees planted along the 

riverbank, bearing fruit each season. Their leaves never wither, and they prosper 

in all they do….For the LORD watches over the path of the godly, but the path of 

the wicked leads to destruction.” Psalm chapter one. 

Let’s bring all of these points together into one final thought.  

My Last point is: We always have been, and we are supposed to be different than 

the world around us. 

As I encourage you my friends to listen to News sources and people who may 

have differing opinions that you on issues, I do my best to do the same. Now I’m 

not 100% sure yet what I think of Tim Keller. He is a Pastor and NY Times Best-
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selling author, but we don’t always see eye to eye on things. I heard a pod cast 

the other day where he shared this, and I thought it was well stated. I’ll do my 

best to share his thoughts with you today. 

“What made the early church weird: 

o They didn’t go to the blood and gore violent Gladiator Festivals – 

They’re just Anti-Social 

o They would not serve in the military to support Caesar’s power-

hungry wars. 

o They were Against Abortion and Infanticide. Empowered women. 

Against sex outside of marriage. Against same sex practice 

o They were champions for the poor and marginalized. 

o They mixed races and classes and valued diversity 

o They had the audacity to believe that Christ was the only way to 

salvation 

If we put their convictions and passions into our world today and described a 

person who avoided violent cultural festivals, resisted serving in the military, 

empowered women, focused on the poor, and celebrated racial diversity - we’d 

say that person was a most likely a classic American liberal or a Democrat.   

If we described a person who is pro-life, pro traditional marriage, discourages sex 

outside of marriage, against same sex practice, and believed Christ was the only 

way to be saved – some would say they are a horrible Conservative, a Republican, 

or, even worse, a Trump supporter who they don’t want to be associated with.   

Don’t you see, the church didn’t fit their classifications 2,000 years ago.  They 

didn’t fit into a western individualistic progressive tradition, or a traditional 
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legalistic hierarchy.  They didn’t fit.  Guess what, we still don’t.  We are still 

aliens.  We do not fit into western relativistic individualism; we don’t fit into 

traditional hierarchical legalism.  We don’t fit.  We don’t fit conservative.  We 

don’t fit liberal.  We don’t fit Nationalist. We don’t fit Socialist. We don’t fit 

Democratic.   

We don’t fit Republican. We’ve always been aliens.  There’s never been a culture 

that we fit."ii 

My friends, I believe Tim is onto something here and in my humble opinion it’s a 

good thing that we don’t fit. I have made many friends along the way in life and 

ministry. When we first meet and they hear that I grew up a Baptist kid, went to 

Jerry Falwell’s Liberty University, and now I’m an ordained Lutheran Pastor, often 

times they are stunned.  I tell them with a huge smile; “I’m too conservative for 

many of my Lutheran friends and too Liberal for many of my Baptist friends, so I 

think I’ve got it just about right.” ☺ 

Friends, we are not tourists, or resident aliens who are here for a couple years 

and move on.  While heaven is our destiny and our eternal home, at present, this 

world IS our home.  We are committed to love all within it.  We don’t assimilate 

into the culture or attack the culture; we are called to love the people within it.   

Over my decades in ministry, I’ve seen so many changes and yet I’ve seen so 

many resistant to changes. There’s this focus on how we like or prefer a certain 

style of music or clothing or a Bible translation; the structure, content, and feel of 

our corporate worship times.  We just prefer the way we “do church” ‘cause it’s 

what makes us comfortable and familiar to us. If the Gospel is to dwell richly 

among us, then how do we facilitate this during these crazy times? Certainly, this 
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is not a simple issue, and the issues of contextualization, culture, and overall 

Church vision are key elements to the discussion.  

However, one cannot escape the importance of doctrine, the Word of God, and 

corporate expressions of worship, which are mentioned in this rare and small 

window into the worship of the very early church. 

Verse 17 represents a culmination of the entire chapter and is one of those verses 

of Scripture that has such broad application that it is well worth taking the time to 

meditate upon and memorize.  

Essentially, in all things, we are to give glory to God in the name of Jesus Christ 

with a spirit of thankfulness for who He is and what He has done. 

I really want to encourage you to not just come and sit and listen to these 

messages. I want to encourage you to have conversations with friends and family 

about what you have heard and how it impacts your life. 

Please, go out to lunch after the service and discuss. Or maybe you need some 

time and some review. That’s fine. You can find this message on our website and 

watch it with a Life group and then discuss that you think God is saying to you. 

Here are two questions to get you started. 

Discussion Question 1: What are some ways in which the Gospel dwells richly 

among us in our corporate Church life? 

Discussion Question 2: What are some ways in which the Gospel might be made 

to dwell more richly among us in our everyday lives? 
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Have gospel conversations with your neighbors and coworkers. Go out to lunch or 

invite a friend to church, just don’t do it like Tom and Eddie. 

https://skitguys.com/search?q=akaward%20invites 

 
i  Sermon inspired by Rob Connelly’s devotional “Putting on the Gospel” 
ii  Tim Keller “What made the early church weird” 

https://skitguys.com/search?q=akaward%20invites

