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Central theme: Identity: The Cross and your self-image 
Objective:  
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Resources: Who you say I am (Hillsong), https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hgqaGu9KlDw , 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pA9lGVBpDgY 

Evaluation: proofed 
 

 

Scripture: Psalm 139: 1-18 (NLT), Ephesians 3:14-19, (NLT) 

 

 

Identity in Christ: The Cross and your self-image 

Ok, let's do a mental poll really quick. No one's going to know but you. I 
want you to think about this: when it comes to your life, when it comes 
to your identity, what do you think about your identity? 

A. unsure of who you are 
B. really confident in who you are  
C. you wish you were somebody else 

I would say I don't know if many of us today are super confident in who 
we are. 
 I will start by examining myself, if my identity is only in what I do for a 
living, then am I really confident in who I am? 
 I mean think about this, the Bible says the best of preaching is 
foolishness if God is not in it. Ouch! I can feel overwhelmed every week, 
all the time, and I can easily get pulled into ‘well if the church is this 
then I feel great about myself, but if the churches is this…’ 
Listen, all of us at times think identity is what we do for a living. Many 
of us see failure or success depending on the season. So, here's what I 
know ,the significance in who I am starts and ends with my relationship 
with God; who I am is not a pastor. Who I am is Dave, a follower of 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hgqaGu9KlDw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pA9lGVBpDgY
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Jesus Christ, and that's where my identity has to lie in order to really 
find what I'm looking for: Purpose in this life. So, if you just look at 
identity, is it who someone is or does or the name of a person? No. 
Identity is much deeper than that. It's the qualities or beliefs that make 
a particular person; you and I, even our group is different from other 
people. First 1:26 of clip https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hgqaGu9KlDw  

 
 
I will say today, I do believe we have an identity crisis. That's not an 
overstatement here. It is what a lot of us feel. I believe that feeling of 
unhappiness and confusion is caused by not being sure about what type 
of person we really are or what our true purpose in life really is. Many of 
us shake our heads, as we see others struggle with who they are.  

Did you know, every 79 seconds in America, someone's identity is stolen. 
Who's ever gotten your identity stolen? Some of you are like “they can 
have my Social Security number. Good luck with that,” right? We feel 
violated, identity theft is not just physical it's spiritual.  

What’s that image we just put up on the screen? A finger print?  

Why do we get our fingerprints scanned? Because there's no two alike. I 
love this. I wish I woulda written this down, but I didn’t. I want you to 
think about this really hard, this boils this whole idea down:  

Just like your fingerprint is unique to you — it’s a physical mark of your 
identity. What about your personal identity? What defines who you 
are? 

Imagine if the cross of Jesus Christ was the most dominant marking of 
your self-image? You’d know that you are so loved! You’d be so stable 
and confident! What would happen if this is what we think of when we 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hgqaGu9KlDw


PASTOR DAVID STIER 
8/9/20 

IDENTITY IN CHRIST 

 

think of who we are? We would be enthusiastically sharing the grace of 
the Lord with everyone we could! So, is that image on the screen a finger 
print or is it a cross? 

Live in Christ 

The Apostle Paul prayed for you “that Christ will be more and more at 
home in your hearts as you trust in him” (Ephesians 3:17, NLT).  He knew 
that receiving Christ into our heart-dwelling was the beginning of 
growing into God’s way of abundant living. 

But Paul wanted us grow beyond the great blessing of receiving Christ 
in me. He showed us that Christ was welcoming us into his home, to live 
with him and in him, to live in his way and for his glory, to be a blessing 
to him and to other people in his name. We’re invited to live free in 
Christ!  

Your Identity in Christ 

In Christ is your true identity, your complete freedom to be who God 
has made and redeemed you to be! In Christ. That’s the key to your life! 
The Apostle Paul implores us to live our lives in Christ. He lives this way 
himself, boasting, “I glory in Christ” (Romans 15:17). In fact, in his 
epistles he encourages us to be “in Christ,” “in him,” or “in the Lord” 160 
times!  

I mentioned this in my 1st message of our Time After Time series. It was 
also on identity. There are 160 verses in the Bible that deal with our 
identity in Christ! Paul says it again and again and again, Time after Time 
if you will.  In Christ… In Christ… In Christ… 

What does it mean to have your identity in Christ? It’s not just a matter 
of claiming Bible verses for yourself! To have your identity in Christ 
means that you’re placing your confidence for life and eternity in the 
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Lord Jesus Christ. To be in Christ means you’re learning to do all that 
you do with and for Jesus in the Kingdom of God. It means that you’re 
being formed into the image of the Lord and you want other people to 
see Jesus when they look at you (Galatians 4:19). 

Identity in Christ Bible Verses 

What is your identity in Christ? What are some of the identity in Christ 
verses in the Bible? There are many aspects to how we can be formed 
into the image of Jesus Christ. Here is a list of some examples of the 
identity in Christ verses from Paul’s letters in the Bible. Here are of the 
great blessings of being in Christ, marked in your identity as Jesus’ 
disciple and friend: 

The Bible teaches that for us who are In Christ... 

There is no condemnation for us (Romans 8:1) 

We can never be separated from God’s love (Romans 8:39) 

We who are many, form one body (Romans 12:5) 

We have wisdom from God (1 Corinthians 1:30) 

Our labor is not in vain (1 Corinthians 15:58) 

We are a new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17) 

We become God’s children (Galatians 3:26) 

We have every spiritual blessing (Ephesians 1:3) 

We have the forgiveness of sins (Ephesians 1:7) 
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We were also chosen (Ephesians 1:11) 

We are for the praise of his glory (Ephesians 1:12) 

We have been seated in the heavenly realms (Ephesians 2:6) 

We’ve been given the incomparable riches of God’s grace (Ephesians 
2:7) 

We who were once far away have been brought near (Ephesians 2:13) 

We are built together as a holy building (Ephesians 2:22) 

We may approach God with freedom and confidence (Ephesians 3:12) 

We are light (Ephesians 5:8) 

Our joy overflows (Philippians 1:26) 

All our needs are met according to his glorious riches (Philippians 4:19) 

We are holy and faithful (Colossians 1:2) 

All things hold together (Colossians 1:17) 

We have our hope of glory (Colossians 1:27) 

We become fully mature (Colossians 1:28) 

Are hidden all treasures of wisdom and knowledge for us (Colossians 
2:3) 

We are rooted and built up (Colossians 2:7) 
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We have been given the fullness of the deity (Colossians 2:9-10) 

We come into reality (Colossians 2:17) 

Our life is now hidden (Colossians 3:3) 

We will rise from the dead (1 Thessalonians 4:16) 

We can give thanks in all circumstances (1 Thessalonians 5:18) 

We have faith, hope, and love (1Timothy 1:1, 14) 

We can gain an excellent standing and great assurance (1 Timothy 3:13) 

We have the promise of life (2 Timothy 1:1) 

Your Best Life is “In Christ” 

How do you feel when you read this list of Bible verses? Which in 
Christ identifications do you most need to take hold of in your heart? 
To have your identity in Christ means that you're placing your 
confidence for life and eternity in Jesus Christ. That's what that means.  
Remember the path of following Jesus Christ is not a 2 or 3 degree 
course change, it's 180 degrees and you know “it is no longer I who live 
but Christ who lives in me.” What Jesus wants us to say is, “Hey I'm 
going to walk away from the old and I'm going to walk toward the new 
because that old will not do it for me.” You will not find what you’re 
looking for. You can chase and chase and chase and chase, unless you 
say my identity is found in Jesus Christ! In Jesus Christ alone! Then He 
wants us to actually do it! If we don't put our identity in Jesus Christ 
and surrender to that you and I can easily be tossed around like we're 
in a washing machine. 
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Now I know I just addressed identity in another message a short time 
ago, I can just see it in some of the faces out there. So, I’ll say this again. 
For some of you who have been in the church a long time you may be 
thinking “why am I hearing what seems to be a message on the same 
old thing?” 
(Yes, I’ve heard this complaint several times in my over 25 years of 
preaching and teaching. Pastor how many times are you going to talk 
about this or that. Well if Jesus felt it was important to repeat it, I’m 
gonna follow His example.) I believe he would go around and he would 
be repetitive. He would say what really counts and what's really needed 
in people's lives. He would repeat a lot of things along the shore of the 
Sea of Galilee or when he walked through the hills in the byways. He 
would have talked to people and his message would have been the 
same. We’ve already said how many times the Apostle Paul talked 
about our identity being in Christ right? What was that number? 160 
times. This just blows me away. If you think of the word ‘identity’ and 
you think of people today, how lost we are when it comes to who we 
are, how do we fit in and what's this life all about, it's really cool to 
think of all these verses of scripture because they just go right to the 
heart of what we need. These are some powerful verses of scripture, 
but most importantly, what he is talking about is: if you wanna know 
life, your identity will be found in Christ. If you really want to find what 
you're looking for, your identity is in Christ. It begins and ends with that 
and we all struggle in that battle. 
 
So, the short answer to the question Pastor how many times are you 
going to talk about “X” is: I’ll preach it till most of us are actually living it 
and then I preach it again for those who we bring into worship to hear 
it for themselves. ☺  
 
Let’s finish with this video clip. Who am I? Overcomer - Hannah Scott 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pA9lGVBpDgY 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pA9lGVBpDgY
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