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Call To Worship-Worship Team 

 

Opening Prayer 

 

Welcome/Announcements 

 

Temple Talk—Pat Burke 

 

Children’s Choir 

“Come, Thou Almighty King” 

 

Worship Through Songs 

 

Worship Through Giving 

Special Music: “Defender”  

Jeanette Wegemer, Tabra Gomski & Vicky Lewis 

        

Children’s Message 

Alison Capps 

 

Worship Through Hearing God’s Word 

 

MESSAGE 

Joining Jesus in Your Family, part 1 

by Pastor David Stier 

 

Worship Through Song/Prayers of Intercession 

 

Worship Through the Lord’s Prayer 

 

Temple Talk—Brian Phipps 

 

Closing Song 

 

WORSHIP TODAY 
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TODAY’S SCRIPTURE 

OUR OLD TESTAMENT LESSONS            

Isaiah 43:1-4, 10-13 (NLT) 

Reader:  

  

But now, O Jacob, listen to the LORD who created you. O Israel, the one who formed you says, “Do 

not be afraid, for I have ransomed you. I have called you by name; you are mine. 
2 
When you go 

through deep waters, I will be with you. When you go through rivers of difficulty, you will not drown. 

When you walk through the fire of oppression, you will not be burned up; the flames will not consume 

you. 

 

3 
For I am the LORD, your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I gave Egypt as a ransom for your 

freedom; I gave Ethiopia and Seba in your place. 
4 
Others were given in exchange for you. I traded 

their lives for yours because you are precious to me. You are honored, and I love you. “But you are 

my witnesses, O Israel!” says the Lord. “You are my servant. You have been chosen to know me, be-

lieve in me, and understand that I alone am God. There is no other God—there never has been, and 

there never will be. 

 

11
 Yes I, am the Lord, and there is no other Savior. 

12
 First I predicted your rescue, then I saved you 

and proclaimed it to the world. No foreign god has ever done this. You are witnesses that I am the on-

ly God,” says the Lord. 
13

 “From eternity to eternity I am God. No one can snatch anyone out of my 

hand. No one can undo what I have done.”  

 

OUR GOSPEL LESSON 

John 3:9-21 (NLT)
 

9 
“How are these things possible?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 
Jesus replied, “You are a respected Jewish teacher, and yet you don’t understand these things? 

11 
I 

assure you, we tell you what we know and have seen, and yet you won’t believe our testimony. 
12 

But if 

you don’t believe me when I tell you about earthly things, how can you possibly believe if I tell you 

about heavenly things? 
13 

No one has ever gone to heaven and returned. But the Son of Man has 

come down from heaven. 
14 

And as Moses lifted up the bronze snake on a pole in the wilderness, so 

the Son of Man must be lifted up, 
15 

so that everyone who believes in him will have eternal life.
[
 

16 
“For this is how God loved the world: He gave

 
his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes 

in him will not perish but have eternal life. 
17 

God sent his Son into the world not to judge the world, 

but to save the world through him. 

18 
“There is no judgment against anyone who believes in him. But anyone who does not believe in him 

has already been judged for not believing in God’s one and only Son. 
19 

And the judgment is based 

on this fact: God’s light came into the world, but people loved the darkness more than the light, for 

their actions were evil. 
20 

All who do evil hate the light and refuse to go near it for fear their sins will be 

exposed. 
21 

But those who do what is right come to the light so others can see that they are doing what 

God wants.” 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ALTAR FLOWERS: Today’s altar flowers are provided by Wayne Lauffer in memory of 

Alisia’s birthday. If you would like to purchase altar flowers for a particular Sunday, 

sign up in the narthex. Note that the sign up area has moved to the north “connect” 

wall in the narthex. 

 

YOUTH CHOIR: Youth Choir is back in full swing! Our usual practice time is right after 

Sunday School at 10:45 – 11:15 with one practice the Wednesday night before our 

performances in the sanctuary.  Any youth ages Kindergarten to 8th grade can join 

Messiah’s Youth Choir. If you have any questions, please contact Sherri Unyi at 815-

735-6712. 

 

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY: Are you tired of money stress? Then you’re ready to 

join more than five million people whose lives have been changed by Financial Peace 

University (FPU)! This nine lesson course helps you work a plan to nail a budget, defeat 

debt, and free yourself from money worries! You’ll join a small group for discussions 

and lessons—all rooted in biblical wisdom and common sense. For more info, contact 

the church office at 815-741-4488, or email dougpotts03@gmail.com. FPU starts to-

day at 12:15 pm, and there’s still time to join! 

 

MAFIA IS BACK! Students, get ready for another night of the crazy game known at Ma-

fia on January 17 from 7 to 10 pm. Fifth through twelfth grade are invited! 

 

FAMILY TRIVIA NIGHT: On February 8th from 1 pm to 3:30 pm, MLC will be hosting a 

family trivia night. We will be playing team trivia, and each team will be a family, with a 

wide range of ages on each team. Bring snacks and drinks to share. Childcare will be 

available. It’s trivia for ages 8-88 and beyond!  

 

1ST COMMUNION: Save the dates! 1st communion classes of 5th graders are right 

around the corner.  Class meets for 6 weeks @ 9:30 am starting March 1st.  Students 

and parents are encouraged to worship as a family at 8 am or 11 am services in addi-

tion to class. 

 

ANNUAL MEETING: Our annual meeting will be on Sunday, January 26 after the 11 

am service. Make a point to get involved and become knowledgeable about plans for 

the upcoming year. The annual report will be available for distribution on Sunday the 

19th. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SECRET PAL GROUP: Attention Messiah Women ages 18 and beyond. You are invited 

to join the Secret Pal Group! As a member, you will be paired with another woman who 

you will support through prayer and monthly remembrance with a small card or gift. 

Sign up by Sunday, January 26th. Forms are on the Secret Pal table along with more 

information. Call Maureen Williams with questions: (815-531-7250) 

 

INSIGHT 2020 (Sunday School Classes): 

1) Gathering House 

Fearless Conversations:  How Can We Be Fully Faithful When We're Fully Flawed? 
 

2) Fellowship Hall 

Jan. 5th and 12th - (Lloyd Evans) Messy Church 

Jan. 19th & 26th - (Jim Ortinau) Parables of Jesus 

Feb 2nd & 9th - (Harold Stier) Creation and the Flood 
 

3) Mosaic - Starting Jan 5th- "Emotionally healthy spirituality" 

Class meets for 6 weeks @ 9:30am  starting March 1st.  Students and parents are en-

couraged to worship as a family at 8am or 11am services in addition to class. 

 

STUDENT MINISTRY HAPPENINGS: 

1) Head 2 Heart for junior high continues on Wednesdays @ 6:15 pm. 

 

2) SALT for high school students meets on Tuesdays @ 6:30 pm.  
 

3) The student ministry is compiling a cookbook and they need your recipes. You can 

contact brian at brian@mlcjoliet.org or call the church office for more details. The reci-

pes are due by Sunday, January 26.  

 

SAVE THE DATE FOR CAMPING!: MLC is planning a family camping trip on May 15-

17. The location is to be decided, but will be within 90 miles of the church. Whether 

you glamp or tent camp, come join the family fun! More info to come, but sign up if 

you are interested. 

 

STAY-N-PLAY VOLUNTEERS: We’re looking for volunteers to help with the new Stay-n-

Play ministry, to do very light tasks such as setting up the toys and putting them away 

afterwards, making a pot of coffee and sticking around to answer questions. The hours 

are from 9 am to 11:30m am. Moms will keep an eye on their kids so we don’t have 

to. Sign up in the “Connect” area of the narthex or call the office.  
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GIVING STATEMENTS: 2019 giving statements are in the mail. Please contact our church 

office if you do not receive your statement or if you have any questions regarding your 

statement.  

 

THANK YOU: I would like to thank my church family for all your prayers and meals while I 

recovered from my hip surgery. I felt the love at every step of the way. Sincerely, Sherri Unyi. 

 

OWLS: Our OWLS group will be meeting this Tuesday, January 14 at noon. Bring child-

hood pictures or remembrances from previous birthdays and share them at our annual 

Birthday Party. Bring a side dish and join in the fun. Pizza and birthday cake will be provid-

ed.  

 

WORKCAMP 2020: The last day to sign up for Workcamp 2020 is March 3rd. The youth 

are headed to Scioto County, OH for a week of ministry and fun. This trip is available to 

anyone who is in 8th grade during this school year through age 20. See or email Brian at 

brian@mlcjoliet.org for more information.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 



7 

 

 

JANUARY 5 

8:00 AM- 94 

9:30 AM- 135 

11:00 AM- 131 

Total – 360 

 

SS Attendance-119 

 

Wednesday Worship for  January 8–21  

Awana—59 

 

2020 BUDGET 

Operating Expenses:  $739,802      

Average Need Each Week: $14,226 

Received last week: $27,849 

Received year-to-date: $27,849 

Needed year-to-date:   $14,226  

 

Christmas gifts total: $7608 

 

Stewardship begins with our gifts from God. It continues through 

our service to others. “Use whatever gift you have received to 

serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various 

forms.” 1 Peter 4:10 

 

 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP & ATTENDANCE 
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THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 

 TODAY 

7:45 AM Pre-service prayer 

8 & 9:30 AM Worship Service 

9:30 Sunday School 

11 AM Family Praise & Worship 

12:30 PM YLT 

MONDAY 

8 AM Cornerstone Homeschool 

Daybreak Shelter 

TUESDAY 

9:30 AM Stay-N-Play 

12:00 PM OWLS 

6:00 PM PPC Meeting 

6:30 PM S.A.L.T. 2.0 

WEDNESDAY 

9 AM Classical Conversations Homeschool 

6:15 Head2Heart 

6:30 Awana 

7:15 PM Worship Service 

THURSDAY 

10 AM Prayer Time 

11 AM Staff Meeting 

7:15 Sanctuary Choir 

FRIDAY 

6 PM Worship Team Rehearsal 

7 PM Mafia 

SATURDAY 

1:30 PM Security Training 

NEXT SUNDAY 

7:45 AM Pre-service prayer 

8 & 9:30 AM Worship Service 

9:30 Sunday School 

10:45 Youth Choir Rehearsal 

11 AM Family Praise & Worship 


