
PLAY FOR THE SONG 

 

2 Corinthians 5:14-19 

 14 Either way, Christ’s love controls us.[c] Since we believe that Christ died for all, we also believe that we 

have all died to our old life.[d] 15 He died for everyone so that those who receive his new life will no longer 

live for themselves. Instead, they will live for Christ, who died and was raised for them. 

16 So we have stopped evaluating others from a human point of view. At one time we thought of Christ 

merely from a human point of view. How differently we know him now! 17 This means that anyone who 

belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun! 

18 And all of this is a gift from God, who brought us back to himself through Christ. And God has given us 

this task of reconciling people to him.  

You may not be aware, but there are a lot of famous musicians who were once playing music that you 

wouldn’t at all associate with them. For example, Billy Joel was in a heavy metal band called Atilla before 

he made it big as a piano rock and roller. Likewise, Michael Bolton, the singer of soulful pop ballads that 

were so big in the 80’s, first cut his teeth in music in a hard rock band called Blackjack, who opened up 

for none other than Ozzy Ozbourne. Katy Perry began as a Christian singer named Katy Hudson. 

Of course, musicians aren’t the only ones who change something about themselves to become 

successful. Would you go see an action movie starring Mark Sinclair? You might. But you might be more 

likely to go if his name was Vin Diesel. Dana Owens seems like a perfectly normal name, but Queen 

Latifah conjures up imagery of power. You might listen to music from Reginald Dwight, but you might be 

more likely to listen to an Elton John. Because there are reasons why all of these people changed 

something about themselves to become famous. Whether it was their name, music style, hair color or 

whatever, these people changed things about themselves in an effort to become the successes that we 

know them as today.  

These artists needed to conform to something that was palpable to an audience while still finding their 

own identity. There’s a lesson for followers of Christ in that. We are called to be Christians, literally 

“little Christs”. But at the same time, we are all individuals with different viewpoints and gifts, different 

backgrounds, experiences and histories. The common denominator, however, is that we are called to 

become new, to be a new creation. The old life, Paul says, is gone. And, not only is the old life gone, but 

it’s a gift from God that it’s gone, because the old life wasn’t working for us. The way we were doing 

things just wasn’t cutting it.  

Sometimes it takes musicians a while to learn this valuable lesson. This is also true for athletes or 

anyone who is involved in group activities. There’s a famous yet unattributed quote that musicians often 

use to explain to newer and upcoming musicians about how they should approach music: they’re told to 

“play for the song”. In other words, you play what the music needs, not what you want. You don’t go off 

and play a drum solo when the rest of the band is playing a slow ballad and the singers are singing 

passionately. You play what the song needs. And what the song needs might be simple. It might be 

complex. But you use restraint and discipline and skill to make it the best possible song it can be, not a 

showcase for your personal abilities. Here’s a video to illustrate what I’m talking about. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians+5&version=NLT#fen-NLT-28852c
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Imagine if the trombone player in an orchestra said, “I’m done playing Mozart. I’m gonna bust out some 

ragtime right in the middle of this symphony.” That might be funny, but not appropriate for the song. 

The audience isn’t there to hear that. Or a quarterback said, “I’m going out on my own and I’m always 

run the ball no matter what and run it for a touchdown on every play. I’m never gonna pass it.” That’s 

not how you create something good. That’s not how you win.  

This is sometimes a hard lesson to learn for newer players or newer athletes, especially those whose 

talent seemed to come relatively easy, as though it was God-given. So when Paul says, “Christ’s love 

controls us”, this is what he’s saying. We have this set of beliefs that guides our choices, and those 

beliefs emanate from a real understanding of the Gospels. Of Paul’s writings. Of the wisdom of the Old 

Testament, and so on. And Jesus was very clear about what the most important things that we can do 

are. The greatest commandment? Well, someone asked Jesus that very question: 36 “Teacher, which is 

the greatest commandment in the Law?” 37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart 

and with all your soul and with all your mind.’[a] 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And 

the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’[b] 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these 

two commandments.” 

So if you’re not loving God with everything you’ve got, and if you’re not loving your neighbor as yourself, 

you’re not playing for the song. You’re making a bunch of noise, you might be playing some amazing 

stuff, you might be running some great plays, but that’s independent of what God is telling you to do. 

Don’t ruin the orchestra. Don’t mess up the team. When a band plays together, when they’re really 

tight, when a team is in sync, it’s a beautiful thing. It’s an encouraging thing. And that’s where I want to 

uplift you today. 

When we play for the song, we can take heart in verse 17: “Anyone who belongs to Christ is a new 

creation.” This is some good news, in fact it’s great news, especially if you remember what you were like 

before coming to Christ. If you were raised in the church, then you may not have an experience of ever 

living outside of the wonderful teachings of Jesus. And when I found Jesus in my life, when I started 

going to church, when I began fellowshipping with other believers, life made sense.  

But it wasn’t easy, and here’s where we trip up. Note that this good news comes with a promise. Or 

maybe it’s a caveat. Could be a little asterisk. But God certainly isn’t trying to hide it. Because if you’re in 

Christ, that’s awesome! What a tremendous thing to be. You can say, “I have a relationship with the 

one, true living God and He loves me. And because of this relationship, I’m a new creation. Hooray!” But 

wait…that means I’m not like my old self. I’m not the rogue trombone player, or the errant quarterback. 

It’s not about me any more. It means my decisions have consequences. If I don’t love God with 

everything I’ve got, if I don’t love my neighbor as myself, if I go off and do my own thing, I’m not doing 

the big thing I’m supposed to be doing.  

Remember what Paul said in verse 16? 16 So we have stopped evaluating others from a human point of 

view. At one time we thought of Christ merely from a human point of view. How differently we know him 

now! People around us, people that we know, people that we hear about…they’re not just other 

humans to us now. Now, after becoming a new creation, people are spiritual beings to us. All of them. 

They’re of great significance to us. And check this out: at one time, they regarded Jesus like that as well. 

But now we know him differently because we don’t see him as just a human, but as savior. Likewise, we 

don’t see others and size up their value by their humanity, by what we can get from them, by how 



closely they agree with us, but by the value Christ has placed upon them. And when you do that, your 

reaction to them changes. 

A few years ago, I went to see John Fogerty, the guy from Creedence Clearwater Revival, at a concert. 

Or, rather, I was going to go see him. Where the concert venue is at in Aurora, you can sit on the other 

side of the river, opposite of the venue, and still hear the music that the band is playing. We didn’t have 

the extra money to pay for the tickets, so we sat in the park on the other side of the river and got ready 

for some great music. It turns out that this is also where a lot of homeless folks hang out, especially 

when there’s a concert. We put our blanket and snacks down, and then other people come and start to 

get ready for the show. A couple of them start talking to us, and they both share that they’re currently 

homeless. As the conversation progresses, I share that, I was a youth pastor at a church. This opened up 

a whole other conversation that allowed me to encourage them and hear about their lives.  

I realized that night that God had done something to me over the years. He, in this way, had made me a 

new creation. If you know me well, you know I don’t like people talking at concerts. I don’t like any 

interruptions when I’m listening to music. But these conversations didn’t bother me at all that night 

because, as much as I like John Fogerty and wanted to listen to the show, it wasn’t about me but about 

loving my neighbor as myself. And I knew that if I had had a rough time of it like these men had, that I’d 

want to find a caring ear to bend about what I’d gone through. I’ll be the first to admit that I’m not 

always so great about stuff like this all the time, or nearly as patient as I should be. But, in my own little 

way, in my own corner of the world that evening, I was able to love my neighbor the way I would want if 

the situation were reversed.  

So, I’d like to challenge you to do two things this week. First, as we have been doing, I’d like you to send 

an encouraging scripture to management professionals: those in retail, managers, transport and 

logistics, construction, real-estate, public relations 

And second, I’d like you to take a short look at your decisions in your life and ask this question: do my 

choices reflect those of someone who is a “new creation”? Do my choices reveal someone who follows 

the greatest and the second greatest commandment? Does how I speak, how I spend my time, how I 

spend my money, how I see the world…how do these things line up with being a new creation? And you 

might find some areas that need some tweaking, some changing, if God convicts you of that. But I 

believe you also will find how God has been faithful to continually make you a new creation. He is 

faithful to complete the good work that he began in you. Philippians 1:6 tells us that he will carry this 

work on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. It’s never over until Jesus comes back. It’s always 

transforming. So don’t give up the goal of becoming a new creation daily. Don’t give up the goal of 

playing for the song instead of yourself. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

 

 

 

 


