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The Kingdom of God: NEAR 
by Pastor Kurt Hoover   

 

 

We will spend the next 3 weeks looking at the way Jesus describes The Kingdom 

of God along with the last chapter of Hebrews description of that kingdom.  Jesus 

was describing something that was happening in new ways, a new Kingdom.  

Hebrews is a letter written to the Jews who had converted from the Kingdom that 

revolved around the temple in Jerusalem to this new Kingdom Jesus invites 

humanity to be a part of.  They had been living in it for a generation or more.  

Hebrews contrast the Old Testament imagery associated with fear of God: Abel’s 

blood and the thunder of Mount Sinai.  It is a very interesting contrast. This new 

Kingdom is based on Joy.  It is Spiritual.  It shapes us and it cannot be shaken.   It 

is not a description of two different God’s but the process in which God has been 

bringing His people through fear and material things into joy and spiritual things.   

     

 

Fresh Look Litany based on Psalm 72 

Leader: Give your love of justice to the leaders, O God, 

All: and righteousness to their servants. 

Leader: Help them judge your people in the right way; 

All: let the poor always be treated fairly. 

Leader: May this season be refreshing like spring rain on freshly cut grass, 

All: like the showers that water the earth    

Leader: We worship you Lord in the name of the Father, and the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit. 

 

Hebrews 12:22-29 22 But you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the 

living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. You have come to thousands upon 

thousands of angels in joyful assembly, 23 to the church of the 

firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the 

Judge of all, to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24 to Jesus the 

mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better 

word than the blood of Abel. 25 See to it that you do not refuse him who 

speaks. If they did not escape when they refused him who warned them on 

earth, how much less will we, if we turn away from him who warns us from 

heaven? 26 At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, 

“Once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens.” 27 The 

words “once more” indicate the removing of what can be shaken—that is, 
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created things—so that what cannot be shaken may remain. 28 Therefore, 

since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be 

thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, 29 for our 

“God is a consuming fire.” 

 

Mark 1:14-15, 14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into 

Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. 15 “The time has come,” he 

said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good 

news!” 

 

Mark 10:17-24  17 As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell 

on his knees before him. “Good teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to 

inherit eternal life?” 
18 “Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except 

God alone. 19 You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder, you 

shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not give false 

testimony, you shall not defraud, honor your father and mother.’” 
20 “Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have kept since I was a boy.” 
21 Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said. “Go, 

sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 

heaven. Then come, follow me.” 
22 At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he had great 

wealth. 
23 Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for the 

rich to enter the kingdom of God!” 
24 The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said again, “Children, 

how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 

 

 

 

“Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 

 

 

Can you picture it?  The rich young man, probably has 

bodyguards, some type of entourage… He walks away 

dejected.  Head down, kicking rocks, muttering to himself how 

foolish he was to think that he could get this right.  Everything 

he thought he knew had just been turned upside down.  
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Everything he had worked for and accomplished had just been 

called into question.   

 

Can you picture it?  The disciples thinking that if anyone could 

do it, it had to be this rich, popular man full of potential.  What 

a great disciple this guy would make, we will put him in charge 

of the youth program, look at what he has already 

accomplished… Afterall, he got the first question right – love 

the Lord your God with all your heart and your neighbor as 

yourself.   

 

Interesting note.  This dialogue about the greatest 

commandments happens again 2 chapters later.  This time it is 

an expert in the law, not a rich man and I will let you find out 

in week three how well that guy does.  These two exchanges do 

well to book end the realities of this new Kingdom. It is not 

based on material things, and it is not based on your ability 

achieve things like following the rules.  It is a Kingdom based 

on Spiritual things and what happens when you let the Spirit of 

God work through you rather than trying to measure up on 

your own.   

 

Can you picture it?  Dejected young candidate, kicking the 

dirt.  The disciples on the sidelines, the very definition of 

puzzlement on each of their faces, maybe a few dropped jaws.  

And there are no words of comfort to be had.   

 
23 Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is 

for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!” 
24 The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said 

again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! -

Mark 10:23-24 
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This Kingdom, that you and I are hoping to be a part of… 

right?  That is why you are here is it not, that is why you are 

reading/listening to this.  This Kingdom has no use for material 

things.  You are in fact better off without them.  Money and 

buildings and things do not matter.  2,000 years from now this 

church will be dust, rebuilt most likely… BUT the kingdom of 

relationships, and souls, and teachings, and values passed on 

from generation to generation and shared with the lost… That, 

that Kingdom, will last forever and just keep building upon 

itself.  It isn’t limited by us and our potential and most 

certainly not limited by material things.   

 

The Kingdom of God will happen wherever God’s light shines 

though one of His children, regardless of our participation in 

it.   It doesn’t depend on us it depends on God.  And it is not 

only near to us, we have been living dependent on it ever since 

the age of the Holy Spirit began.   And you cannot enter it, you 

can only surrender to its reality.  Most often the surrender 

happens when we let go of what we can build up or accomplish.  

Material things and our need to be right or in charge.   

 

 

This makes the concept of stewardship, of giving away what 

you have worked for, the idea of making sacrifices central in 

this new Kingdom.   

 
21 Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he 

said. “Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you 

will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”- Mark 

10:21 

 

We must sell all we have and follow Jesus, if not literally we 

must in some way severe ourselves from our attachment to 

material things.  How does one do that?  You live in a way that 

never assumes that the material things that come in and out of 
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your life are yours to own.  You are simply a channel for God’s 

benevolence, His providing.   

 

The church and its leadership behave in the same way.  We 

tithe a portion of our offerings to take care of the poor in our 

community and to support that which God is using to build His 

Kingdom.  When we received large gifts the first thing, we do is 

give part of it away, when we have surpluses at the end of the 

year we give part of it away.  And from the offering of our 

members, we give to more then a dozen local and worldwide 

charities.  Lest we forget as a church that the ministry we are 

about does not depend on money, but on the very Spirit of God 

at work in and through us.     

 

It is part of our vision (and still is a part of our vision in spite 

of the difficulties we are facing) to increase the benevolence 

portion of our budget by 20% in two years.  In doing so we 

should raise the gifts of money paid out from this church from 

6-8% of our budget from year to year, to consistently over 

10%.   

 

The Kingdom of God has come near, and it is alive and at 

work through the families who gather here and are involved in 

their community.   

 

The first reference that Mark recalls and tells in his story of his 

encounter with Jesus… The first reference that Jesus makes 

about the Kingdom of God, in Mark, is the beginning of Jesus 

ministry.  It is literally the rallying cry for Jesus’ ministry.   

  
15 “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come 

near. Repent and believe the good news!” – Mark 1:15 (*not and 

behave…Believe)  
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The Kingdom of God has come near… which implies that it 

was not something that could be experienced through the laws 

and traditions and pilgrimages of the Jewish people.  Those 

things only served to prepare humanity for the moment when 

we would all be invited into this Spiritual Kingdom.  And I 

think if you examine the life of the prophets there were 

certainly people who had surrender to this Kingdom in spite of 

the religious thing-to-do being centered in material things, like 

the temple and animal sacrifice.   

 

The Kingdom of God has come near… which implies that just 

about everyone was going to have to switch allegiances from 

the kingdom and rules that currently were governing their 

lives (religious or material or whatever system it might be).  As 

Jesus would say later, they must be born again.   

 

 

Let me wrap up with an analogy which will bring home for you 

just what was happening when Jesus first introduced the 

concept that there is another Kingdom.  The appeal the letter 

to the Hebrew was making to people who were already a part 

of the Kingdom.   …since we are receiving a kingdom that 

cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God 

acceptably with reverence and awe… -Hebrews 12:28   What 

does it look like to enter this kingdom?  

 

 

When I grew up I was a member of the Red Rock Yacht Club.  

It was a small organization of boat owners started by my 

grandfather who owned and ran the marina on Lake Red 

Rock.  They maintained the buoys for boat races, but mostly 

existed to have fish fry’s and boat parades, for the parties.   

 

Which is not the original purpose of a yacht club.   
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My grandfather was also a member of the coast guard 

auxiliary.  Their job was to have some one at the ready to take 

their boat out onto the lake and assist anyone in an emergency.  

Literally they saved people from shipwrecks and drowning.  

Which it just so happens was the original reason yacht clubs 

were created.   

 

Up and down the east coast you can still find them today.  

Small docks with boats, usually near a light house.  But they no 

longer exist to save people, but to serve themselves.   

 

Instead, these clubs have turned in oh themselves and become 

exclusive status symbols.  There is one thing you lack.  You are 

a little to attached to your yacht club membership.  Let go of it 

all, sell it, give it up… and follow Christ and His kingdom.  

 

The Kingdom of God is near.  

 

It happens wherever God’s light shines though one of His 

children.   It is the relationships and values passed on.  The 

lives transformed year in and year out.  The lasting impact of 

God’s people.  And you cannot enter it, you can’t make it 

happen… you can only surrender to its reality.  Most often the 

surrender happens when we let go of what we can build up or 

accomplish.  Material things and our ability to be right or in 

charge.  When you give up what ever it is you have made God’s 

original purpose for your life - to be.  It involves a transition 

from one Kingdom to another.  A Kingdom that serves itself to 

the Kingdom that exists to save others.   
 


