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Sing a New Song  
by Pastor Kurt Hoover   

     

 
Bible Connection: A study of the presence of God which can evoke 2 different 

responses.  We find in the Psalm a sense of gratitude.  The singer gives credit to 

God for lifting him out of a difficult season.  God’s presence has put a new song 

in his heart.  Isaiah paints a different picture the presence of God striking terror in 

the people of the world not prepared.  Isaiah’s prophecy came true when 

Jerusalem fell, but it also points to a day we each will experience when God 

returns to the earth to judge the living and the dead.  Finally, Paul’s letter to the 

church in colossus paints a vivid picture of worship…  psalms, hymns, and songs 

from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts 

 

 

Isaiah 2:12-22 The Lord Almighty has a day in store 

    for all the proud and lofty, 

for all that is exalted 

    (and they will be humbled), 
13 for all the cedars of Lebanon, tall and lofty, 

    and all the oaks of Bashan, 
14 for all the towering mountains 

    and all the high hills, 
15 for every lofty tower 

    and every fortified wall, 
16 for every trading ship 

    and every stately vessel. 
17 The arrogance of man will be brought low 

    and human pride humbled; 

the Lord alone will be exalted in that day, 
18     and the idols will totally disappear. 
19 People will flee to caves in the rocks 

    and to holes in the ground 

from the fearful presence of the Lord 

    and the splendor of his majesty, 

    when he rises to shake the earth. 
20 In that day people will throw away 

    to the moles and bats 

their idols of silver and idols of gold, 

    which they made to worship. 
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21 They will flee to caverns in the rocks 

    and to the overhanging crags 

from the fearful presence of the Lord 

    and the splendor of his majesty, 

    when he rises to shake the earth. 
22 Stop trusting in mere humans, 

    who have but a breath in their nostrils. 

    Why hold them in esteem? 

 

1 Colossians 3:15-17   15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as 

members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the 

message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one 

another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, 

singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And whatever you 

do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God the Father through him. 

   

 

He put a new song in my mouth, 

    a hymn of praise to our God. -Psalm 40:3 

Kids, I want to give you permission to take out your musical 

instruments today.  This is going to be a kind of unusual 

sermon because I am going to need your help the whole time.  

Shall we see if we can figure out how to make these guys work?   

Children of all ages let me tell you one clear thing today.  The 

Bible says that God wants to put a new song in your heart.  

Song’s are powerful, they get stuck in our head, they can 

become a mantra in the back of our minds without even 

knowing it.  They can even influence the way we think about 

others and about God.   

When I was a kid our family used to love teaching songs.  And 

we did not have tik tok to do it for us.  We learned songs 

because some on taught them to us.  So, I want to teach you a 

song that was often running through my mind as a kid.   
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This first song has actions: (bunny ears, scoop, bopping, down, 

finger wag, Goon)  

Ok lets find our tune, can you play your instrument for me one 

more time.  That sounds like a good note to start on.  

(Teach song- repeat after me) 

Little Bunny Foo Foo  Hopping through the forest,  

 (repeat) 

Scooping up the field mice   And bopping them on the head. 

 (repeat) 

And down, down, down came the Good Fairy, and said:  

 (repeat) 

“Little Bunny Foo Foo  I don’t want to see you Scooping up the 

field mice And bopping them on the head.   (repeat)  

I’m going to give you three chances,  And if you don’t behave, 

then, I’m going to turn you into a…GOOOOOON!”  

 (repeat)

…but later that day…. 

Little Bunny Foo Foo 

Hopping through the forest, 

Scooping up the field mice 

And bopping them on the head. 

And down, down, down came the 

Good Fairy, and said: 

“Little Bunny Foo Foo 

I don’t want to see you 

Scooping up the field mice 

And bopping them on the head. 

I’m going to give you two more 

chances, 

And if you don’t behave, 

And then, I am going to turn you 

into a…GOOOOOON!” 
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But the very next day …  

Little Bunny Foo Foo 

Hopping through the forest, 

Scooping up the field mice 

And bopping them on the head. 

And down, down, down came the 

Good Fairy, and said: 

“Little Bunny Foo Foo 

I don’t like your attitude 

Scooping up the field mice 

And bopping them on the head. 

I’m going to give you one more 

chance, 

And if you don’t behave, 

And then, I am definitely going to 

turn you into a…GOOOOOON! 

And it won’t be pretty!” 

 

Little Bunny Foo Foo 

Hopping through the forest, 

Scooping up the field mice 

And bopping them on the head. 

“That’s it.” 

Then the Good Fairy came down, 

And then she turned Little Bunny 

Foo Foo into a…GOOOOOON! 

And the moral of the story is: 

“HARE TODAY, GOON 

TOMORROW”. 

 

 

The Bible says God wants us to sing a new song.  There a lot of 

bad ideas that can get stuck in our heads.  Sometimes we feel 

bad about ourselves because we made a mistake, or we didn’t 

get something done.  We start to say negative things about 

ourselves in our heads.  Things we would never let anyone else 

say to our faces.  God is the one who gives us a new song.   

 

What do you think – Is God a good fairy who comes down out 

of heaven and bops us on the head when we do things wrong?   

NO!  God will lead us in the way that is right, but he doesn’t 

bop people on the head.  In fact, he gives us the opposite of 
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what we deserve he forgives those who ask for forgiveness.  

And he is patient with us until that day happens.   

 

Let me teach you another song I learned as a kid.  This is an 

old African spiritual that in some ways teaches the same lesson 

as little bunny foo foo.  But instead of the threat of bopping 

and turning into a goon…  The song talks about those days in 

our lives when we realize something went wrong.   

 

Let me ask you.  If you make a huge mistake, break something 

or hurt someone’s feelings… What is your first response?  Do 

you think to yourself, I better hid this from Mom and Dad. (or) 

do you think uh oh, I better get mom and Dad because they 

will know what to do.   

 

It is not always what we do but the best thing to do when 

something bad happens, and accident, or a mistake … You 

find Mom, Dad, Grandma, or grandpa, a pastor or a friend 

and you say In need help.   

 

The same is true of God.  When it has been a while sense you 

talked to him, said a prayer or been to church.  That is not the 

time to run away from God, but to run to God and ask for his 

help.  God is good and gracious and kind… abounding in 

steadfast love, his mercy endures forever.  

 

Ok get out your instruments – lets find out right note to start 

on… (have fun with it)  OK repeat after me… 

 

Oh, sinner man, where you 

gonna run to (repeat –3 times 

-all on that day)  

Oh, sinner man, where you 

gonna run to 

Oh, sinner man, where you 

gonna run to 

Oh, sinner man, where you 

gonna run to 

All on that day 
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Run to the rock, rock was a 

meltin' (repeat –3 times -all 

on that day) 

Run to the rock, rock was a 

meltin' 

Run to the rock, rock was a 

meltin' 

Run to the rock, rock was a 

meltin' 

All on that day 

 

Run to the sea, sea was a 

boilin' 

Run to the sea, sea was a 

boilin' 

Run to the sea, sea was a 

boilin' 

All on that day 

 

Run to the moon, moon was a 

bleedin' 

Run to the moon, moon was a 

bleedin' 

Run to the moon, moon was a 

bleedin' 

All on that day 

 

Run to the Lord, Lord won't 

you hide me? 

Run to the Lord, Lord won't 

you hide me? 

Run to the Lord, Lord won't 

you hide me? 

All on that day 

 

Lord said "Sinner man, you 

oughta be a prayin'" 

Lord said "Sinner man, you 

oughta be a prayin'" 

Lord said "Sinner man, you 

oughta be a prayin'" 

All on that day 

 

Oh, sinner man, where you 

gonna run to 

Oh, sinner man, where you 

gonna run to 

Oh, sinner man, where you 

gonna run to 

All on that day 

 

There is only one thing to do when things get scary or we don’t 

know what to do.  We don’t try to hide it.  We don’t try to 

hide.  We don’t run away we run to God.   

 

And here is what God does He give us a new song.  Listen to 

the words we are about to sing and sing them along with Mom 

and Dad.  
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2 Big Announcements 

 

Children’s ministry:  I am so excited to share with you an answer to 

prayer.  I am so proud of our leadership for being wise stewards of the 

gifts God has given us in this season of change.  I am so thankful for our 

members consistent giving that enables us to be generous in our 

community and meet the needs of others in this unprecedented time.  

We are extending our free mental health check-ins through the end of 

Sept.  Please invite others to take advantage.  This last week after a 

month of conversation the council approved a temporary children’s 

ministry outreach coordinator.  We are praying that this will be a sign 

from God to our community.   

This Children’s Outreach Coordinator, who I invite you to be praying 

for, will be coordinating the ministry for the children 6th grade and 

younger who are not here yet.  I am asking our young families already 

involved to join us in welcoming and ministering to the needs of other 

young families that are feeling stuck in the wilderness.   

This outreach would not be possible if not for a generous gift by 

someone who remembered the church in their will and your consistent 

offerings.  Thank you for being good stewards!   

 

 

Vision process:  – pray! – I will be setting aside next week Tuesday for a 

final day of fasting and prayer.  I will be listening for God’s direction 

for the future of Messiah Lutheran church. Please pray with me.  Please 

take the survey found on the web page for this vision process.  Please 

pray with the leadership and staff as we continue this conversation.  


