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SUNDAY WORSHIP  
MAY 2, 2021 

8:00 AM 
 
 

Pastor Kurt Hoover 
Pastor David Stier 

 
Organist: Rose Ann Sochan 

Choir Director: Herb Alexander 
Worship Coordinator: Lloyd Evans 

Youth Director: Brian Phipps 
Worship Coordinator: Lloyd Evans 

 
“I was glad when they said to me,  

‘Let us go to the house of the Lord.’” (Psalm 122:1) 

40 Houbolt Rd. 
Joliet, IL 60431 

815.741.4488 www.mlcjoliet.org 
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Welcome To Messiah Lutheran Church  
8:00 am 

MAY 2, 2021 
 

Enter Reverently, Worship Joyfully, Live Faithfully 
 

PRELUDE                                               Rose Ann Sochan 
 
OPENING HYMN   “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” p. 2  v.1-3  The Hymnal  
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THE KYRIE 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BAPTISM - Colin Sullivan 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All:  Amen 
Pastor: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
  whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the  
  inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and                     

    worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
All:  Amen 
Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our 
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
 
SILENCE FOR REFLECTION AND SELF-EXAMINATION 
 
 
Pastor: Most merciful God, 
All: We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 

Pastor:  Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All:  Amen 
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HYMN OF PRAISE       “This Is the Feast” 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                 Faye Werner 
 
THE OFFERING                                                                       Rose Ann Sochan 
 
OUR RESPONSE                  “Let the Vineyards” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
OUR OLD TESTAMENT LESSON 
Ruth 1:1-6, 16-21 (NLT) 
Reader: Beth Hohisel 
 
1 In the days when the judges ruled in Israel, a severe famine came upon the land. So a man 
from Bethlehem in Judah left his home and went to live in the country of Moab, taking his 
wife and two sons with him. 

2 
The man’s name was Elimelech, and his wife was Naomi. Their 

two sons were Mahlon and Kilion. They were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in the land of Judah. 
And when they reached Moab, they settled there. 

3 
Then Elimelech died, and Naomi was left with her two sons. 

4 
The two sons married Moabite 

women. One married a woman named Orpah, and the other a woman named Ruth. But about 
ten years later, 

5 
both Mahlon and Kilion died. This left Naomi alone, without her two sons or 

her husband. 
6 
Then Naomi heard in Moab that the Lord had blessed his people in Judah by 

giving them good crops again. So Naomi and her daughters-in-law got ready to leave Moab 
to return to her homeland. 

16 
But Ruth replied, “Don’t ask me to leave you and turn back. Wherever you go, I will go; 

wherever you live, I will live. Your people will be my people, and your God will be my 
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God. 
17 

Wherever you die, I will die, and there I will be buried. May the Lord punish me severely if I 
allow anything but death to separate us!” 

18 
When Naomi saw that Ruth was determined to go with 

her, she said nothing more. 

19 
So the two of them continued on their journey. When they came to Bethlehem, the entire town was 

excited by their arrival. “Is it really Naomi?” the women asked. 
20 

“Don’t call me Naomi,” she responded. 
“Instead, call me Mara,

 
for the Almighty has made life very bitter for me. 

21 
I went away full, but 

the Lord has brought me home empty. Why call me Naomi when the Lord has caused me to suffer
 

and the Almighty has sent such tragedy upon me?” 
 
OUR GOSPEL LESSON 
Matthew 1:1-16 (NLT) 

 

 

 
This is a record of the ancestors of Jesus the Messiah, a descendant of David and of Abraham: 
2
 Abraham was the father of Isaac. Isaac was the father of Jacob. Jacob was the father of Judah and his 

brothers. 
3
 Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah (whose mother was Tamar). Perez was the father of 

Hezron. Hezron was the father of Ram. 
4
 Ram was the father of Amminadab. Amminadab was the 

father of Nahshon. Nahshon was the father of Salmon. 
5
 Salmon was the father of Boaz (whose mother 

was Rahab). Boaz was the father of Obed (whose mother was Ruth). Obed was the father of Jesse. 
6 
Jesse was the father of King David. David was the father of Solomon (whose mother was Bathsheba, 

the widow of Uriah). 
7
 Solomon was the father of Rehoboam. Rehoboam was the father of Abijah. 

Abijah was the father of Asa. 
8
 Asa was the father of Jehoshaphat. Jehoshaphat was the father of 

Jehoram. Jehoram was the father of Uzziah. 
9
 Uzziah was the father of Jotham. Jotham was the father 

of Ahaz. Ahaz was the father of Hezekiah. 
10

 Hezekiah was the father of Manasseh. Manasseh was the 
father of Amon. Amon was the father of Josiah. 

11
 Josiah was the father of Jehoiachin and his brothers 

(born at the time of the exile to Babylon). 
12

 After the Babylonian exile: Jehoiachin was the father of 
Shealtiel. Shealtiel was the father of Zerubbabel. 

13
 Zerubbabel was the father of Abiud. Abiud was the 

father of Eliakim. Eliakim was the father of Azor. 
14

 Azor was the father of Zadok. Zadok was the father 
of Akim. Akim was the father of Eliud. 

15
 Eliud was the father of Eleazar. Eleazar was the father of 

Matthan. Matthan was the father of Jacob. 
16

 Jacob was the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary. 
Mary gave birth to Jesus, who is called the Messiah. 

 
  
 
 
                                                                                 

                                                                                                       THE MESSAGE        
                                                            “Where the Story Begins” 

                                                                                            By Pastor David Stier 
                                                                                                             (Copies of this sermon  

                                                                                                             and others can be found  
                                                                                                              on our sermon table in the  

                                                                                                               church entryway.) 
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HYMN        “Something Beautiful”  p. 519  (X2)  The Hymnal   
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WORDS OF FAITH                                                                     The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again. He ascended into 
Heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.  
  
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 9 

 
Pastor:  It is indeed right and salutary...we praise Your name and join   
          their unending hymn: 

 

Pastor: Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world 

you gave Your only Son, that all those who believe in Him should not 

perish, but have eternal life. We give thanks to you for the salvation you 

have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit 

into our hearts, that we may receive our Lord with a living faith as He 

comes to us in His holy supper. 

All: Amen. Come Lord Jesus 

 

THE LORD’S SUPPER 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
HYMN                     “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE COMMUNION BLESSING 

 
POST COMMUNION HYMN 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
Pastor: Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of  
  those whom you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus    
          Christ our Lord. 
All:  Amen 
 
THE BENEDICTION 
 
CLOSING HYMN “In His Time” p. 44   v.1-2 The Hymnal 

 

POSTLUDE                                                                      Rose Ann Sochan 
 

God Will Never Lead You To A Place  
Where His Grace Cannot Keep You. 
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MLC NEWS 

 
 

CONNECTION CARD 
Stay connected with Messiah Lutheran. Fill out the green connection 
card in the pew in front of you, go to bit.ly/MLCConnect, or scan this 

QR code to fill out our online connection card. 
 
 

 
ONLINE GIVING 

Online giving is an easy way to give to MLC, and there are three ways to do it: 
1) Go to this link: churchcenter.com/giving 

2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet and choose to use ei-
ther your debit/credit card or automatic bank withdrawal.  

3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES FOR MAY 
Please make your reservation for what service you plan to attend at  

mlcjoliet.org.  The 8:00 and 9:30 services are streamed live as well, and there will be 
overflow in the narthex for on campus services if we surpass the 90 person threshold. 
Other non-religious or non-educational building usage will be encouraged to follow 

both state and church-posted protocols.  
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Office hours are Monday-Friday, 9 am to 5 pm, and Saturday by appointment.  

 

GET INVOLVED 

 
DAYBREAK SHELTER 

Because of Covid-19, Daybreak Shelter is now collecting and delivering items instead 
of packaging them. We are still accepting donations of items during normal office 
hours, Monday through Friday, 9 am to 5 pm. We need donations of individually 
wrapped snacks, instant oatmeal, hot chocolate packets, cereal boxes (small) and 

fruit.  
 

LIL LOVES 
Lil Loves Ministry is a new ministry at Messiah, and its aim is to come alongside un-

derserved parents and babies in the Tri-county area. The store, located in the Gather-
ing House, will be available to attend on an appointment basis and there will also be 
distribution events. Lil Loves needs donations of diapers, formula, wipes, and other 
baby and family items to build up stock in the store. If you'd like to donate, please 

place your items in the Pack 'n' Play in the narthex.   
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OUR LANDSCAPING TEAM NEEDS YOU! 
If you are able to volunteer 45 to 60 minutes per week to help keep our church 

grounds looking beautiful, please let us know. Light jobs include: raking mulch, pull-
ing weeds, shaping and dead heading roses, and general clean-up around the 

grounds. Chores can be done any day of the week, at an hour that fits your schedule. 
To join up, or get more information contact Jim Ortinau at 815-782-5295  or Kim 

Ciuffini at 815-478-4752 
 

MESSIAH QUILTERS 
The Messiah Quilters are having an EXTRA QUILT DAY on May 4th from 9 am to 12 

pm to attempt to get caught up from all the months we missed during Covid. Please 
join us! 

 

MLC CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

 
MESSIAH KIDS REMIND GROUP 

Parents of Sunday School aged children (Kindergarten through sixth grade), you can 
join the Messiah Kids Remind group by texting the code mlcmk to 81010. You can 
also go to this link: https://www.remind.com/join/mlcmk. It will be used to send re-

minders and notifications about Sunday School and any events we have 
planned. Contact Aimee Gipes at CEMLCJoliet@gmail.com with questions.  

 
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

If you’re in kindergarten through sixth grade, join this group for Sunday school in the 
Family Life Center. Social distancing and other safety protocols will be followed. 

 
KIDS OUTDOOR GAMES EVENT (Sunday, May 23 from 12:30-2:30) 

 Come on out for this celebration of summer on the last day of Sunday school. There 
will be all kinds of fun games to play and great fellowship, too. For all Sunday school 

age children 
 

MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 

 
MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

We’re back in the building for Sunday school for middle and high school students 
(7th-12th grade) every Sunday. We’re doing it both in-person and on Zoom. We 

meet upstairs in the Awana area. Contact Brian at brian@mlcjoliet.org for a link to 
Zoom Sunday school. 

 
HAMBURGERSERIA FUNDRAISER (All day on May 24th)  

Do you like great burgers? If you get food from Hamburgerseria on May 24 and tell 
them that you are there for the Messiah Lutheran Church fundraiser then they will 

give us 15% of whatever you spend You don’t need anything to show them. Just tell 



 14 

them you are their for the Messiah Fundraiser. This Fundraiser is to help students go 
to Bible Camp or M-fuge. 

 
SKY ZONE (May 26 from 6 to 8 pm) 

Hey 7th-12th grade! Join us for a great night of trampoline action at Sky Zone. The 
cost is $33 which goes towards food and two hours of jumping. Contact Brian at bri-

an@mlcjoliet.org if you plan on going. 
 

STUDENT MINISTRY CAMPING TRIPS (June 22nd-June 25th/July 27th-July 30th) 
These camping trips will be at Chain O’ Lakes Campground in Spring Grove, IL. They 
are for students in 7th-12th grade. Contact Brian at brian@mlcjoliet.org for more de-

tails. Get ready for a fun-filled time of “roughing it” with your fellow students! 
 

MFUGE MISSION TRIP (July 10th-17th)  
We will be taking a trip to Tennessee to do M-Fuge which stands for Mission Fuge. M-

fuge is a ministry that takes student ministries from all over the country and brings 
them into one area to serve, worship and fellowship. This is for students going into 9th 

grade in August 2021 to graduating 12th graders. Talk to Brian about signing up for 
this ministry opportunity at brian@mlcjoliet.org.  

 
CENTER LAKE BIBLE CAMP (August 8th-13th) 

Hey students (and parents): We’re headed back to CLBC! This week of camp is for stu-
dents going into 5th-9th grade. Parents can sign the students up themselves at center-

lake.org and get a discount by using the code CHURCH. You can get more details by 
emailing Brian at brian@mlcjoliet.org or by watching the video at bit.ly/

MLCCenterLake. 
 

EVENTS 

 
WALKING IN FAITH (Wednesdays at 9:30 am) 

For the foreseeable future, this group will walking at Inwood Park at 9:30 am. Email 
Sherri at bookkeeper@mlcjoliet.org for more info.  

 
PRAYER GROUP (Thursdays at 10 am)  

In the sanctuary and on Zoom platform. Email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for more in-
formation. 

 
MOSAIC (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

Mosaic is a “next level” Life Group ministry for 20-30 somethings AKA Mosaics or Mil-
lennials.  Mosaic focuses on a life of worship through; service, fellowship, prayer, and 
music, all the while discussing Biblical truths. To join this group, simply come to the 

study at the Mosaic room (the classroom off of the fellowship hall).  
 

INSIGHT ADULT BIBLE STUDY (Sundays at 9:30 am) 
Insight Adult Sunday school is in full swing again and we couldn’t be more excited. We 

are meeting in the Fellowship Hall. Everyone is invited. 



 15 

CO-ED VOLLEYBALL (Thursdays at 7 pm) 
Come on out for some great fellowship and friendly competition. Everyone is 
invited to play some volleyball in the FLC. We’ll be playing with people from 

Crossroads Christian Church as well.  
 

FAMILY CAMPING TRIP 
We’re headed camping to Mendota Hills Campground for two dates: May 14-16 
& Sept. 3-6. See Dave Stier (pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org) for details. Approximate 
cost is RV's $40-50/ night, tents $35-45/ night (May be less if we have a lot of 

people). 
 

COUPLES RETREAT (June 11-13) 
MLC will be holding a couples’ retreat for married couples from day one of mar-

riage to sixty years and beyond. MLC membership is not required. MLC mem-
bership is not required. The cost for is $255/ couple. For this event we are lim-
ited to 11 couples/22 people. It includes two night's stay, 3 meals and 3 wor-
ship and marriage sessions. Provide your own transportation or carpool with 

another couple. Check-in 6-10pm Friday, Check-out 1p Sunday (EDT) There will 
have options to purchase "addons" when you register at bit.ly/MLCRetreat. Op-
tional activities includes games, paintball, rock climbing wall, horseback riding 

and more. Contact Pastor Stier for more information at pas-
tor.stier@mlcjojliet.org. 

 
NAMI 

NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) has started meeting at Messiah on 
the first and third Mondays of each month. NAMI provides support groups 

both for those struggling with mental illness and their families. If you are inter-
ested in attending this group, please call 815-409-7919 or email in-

fo@namiwillgrundy.org.  
 

LIVING ALTERNATIVES PREGNANCY CENTER 
We are partnering with Living Alternatives Pregnancy Center in Joliet to help 
the community meet basic baby needs. Help us reach our goal of $1000. The 

center helps with counseling, medical and baby items, and classes for new 
mothers. Go to www.fundeasy.com/m/5098266/ to help the Pregnancy center 

in Joliet. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 

Congratulations to Colin Sullivan on his baptism today, and congratulations to 
parents Patrick & Elizabeth Sullivan, and sponsors Timothy Sullivan and Leah 

Sullivan. 
 

Congratulations to Izak Richmond on his baptism today, and congratulations to 
parents Tim & Kate Richmond, and sponsors Cecilia Ciuffini and Leonard  

Hohisel. 
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STEWARDSHIP VERSE OF THE WEEK 

Titus 1:7   
“For an overseer, as God's steward, must be above reproach. He must not be arro-

gant or quick-tempered or a drunkard or violent or greedy for gain.”  
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
If you would like to purchase altar flowers, please call the church office or sign up 

in the church narthex.  
 

STEWARDSHIP &  
ATTENDANCE 

 

LAST WEEK: 
8:00 am: 57 
9:30 am: 45 
11:00 am: 75 
Online: 238 

 
Insight/Mosaic: 11 

MSM: 10 
Messiah Kids: 11 

 
All online counts are estimates only. 

 

2021 BUDGET 

 
Yearly Operating Budget: $673,238 
Average Need Each Week: $12,946 

Received last week: $12,887 
Received year-to-date: $171,813 
Needed year-to-date: $220,096 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 

TODAY (May 2) 
8:00 Worship/Online Worship 

9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 
9:30 Insight SS Life Group 

9:30 Mosaic Life Group 
9:30 Children’s Sunday School 

9:30 am MS & HS Sunday School 
11 am Worship 

MONDAY (May 3) 
N/A 

TUESDAY (May 4) 
9 am Quilters 

WEDNESDAY (May 5) 
6 pm Ignite 

THURSDAY (May 6) 
10 am Prayer Group 

11:30 am Staff Meeting 
7 pm Volleyball 

FRIDAY (May 7) 
N/A 

SATURDAY (May 8) 
9 am Worship Team Rehearsal 

NEXT SUNDAY (May 9) 
8:00 Worship/Online Worship 

9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 
9:30 Insight SS Life Group 

9:30 Mosaic Life Group 
9:30 Children’s Sunday School 

9:30 am MS & HS Sunday School 
11 am Worship 


