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This Time Next Year: Life Groups  
by Pastor Kurt Hoover   

     

This is a study of how God uses Christian fellowship to shape people’s lives.  In 

Numbers 15 God uses the tassel, a small knot of yarn at the edge of your hat or 

shirt to shape the lives of his people.  This reading is the final section of the 

Jewish Shema.  A sacred prayer of dedicating one’s family to the direction of God.  

After Jesus was resurrected from the dead Jesus reveals himself, as promised, 

when he picked up the bread and broke it in the same manner as His last supper.  

The disciples recognize Jesus not in the sermon or the Bible study but in the 

fellowship, the meal.  Acts 2 paints two beautiful pictures.  The early church 

sharing their lives together and the invitation to share our lives with those who 

are still far off.  Again, an invitation into fellowship.   

 

 

Fresh Look Litany based on Psalm 72 

Leader: Give your love of justice to the leaders, O God, 

All: and righteousness to their servants. 

Leader: Help them judge your people in the right way; 

All: let the poor always be treated fairly. 

Leader: May this season be refreshing like spring rain on freshly cut grass, 

All: like the showers that water the earth  

Leader: We worship you Lord in the name of the Father, and the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit. 

 

Numbers 15:37-41 37 The Lord said to Moses, 38 “Speak to the Israelites and 

say to them: ‘Throughout the generations to come you are to make tassels on 

the corners of your garments, with a blue cord on each tassel. 39 You will 

have these tassels to look at and so you will remember all the commands of 

the Lord, that you may obey them and not prostitute yourselves by chasing 

after the lusts of your own hearts and eyes. 40 Then you will remember to 

obey all my commands and will be consecrated to your God. 41 I am 

the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt to be your God. I am 

the Lord your God.’” 

 

Luke 24:28-35  28 As they approached the village to which they were going, 

Jesus continued on as if he were going farther. 29 But they urged him 

strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.” So 

he went in to stay with them. 
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30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke 

it and began to give it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they 

recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. 32 They asked each 

other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the 

road and opened the Scriptures to us?” 

33 They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the 

Eleven and those with them, assembled together 34 and saying, “It is true! 

The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.” 35 Then the two told what 

had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he 

broke the bread. 

Acts 2: 36-47 36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made 

this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.” 37 When the people 

heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, 

“Brothers, what shall we do?”  38 Peter replied, “Repent and be 

baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 

your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is 

for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the 

Lord our God will call.” 40 With many other words he warned them; and he 

pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41 Those 

who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were 

added to their number that day. 42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ 

teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 

prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs 

performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had 

everything in common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to 

anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the 

temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with 

glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the 

people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being 

saved. 

 

 

 

Let me begin this morning by asking what is it that has shaped 

your life the most?  A person, an event, a hobby or routine?   
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What is it that shapes us into the people we are?  Some of those 

events you may never want to repeat but you are thankful of 

what you learned from them.  Loss, tragedy, learning from 

your own mistakes…   

 

Other things that shape us are the love and attention poured 

out upon us by a parent, teacher pastor or coach in our young 

lives.  Just think about the sheer volume of time that has been 

given up holding your hand through some of the largest leaps 

of faith… potty training, riding a bike, learning to swim, going 

to school, losing a friend, learning the grace and forgiveness it 

takes to be a friend. 

 

What is it that shapes us into who we are today?  I am going to 

dare to throw out an answer to this question.  It is debatable, 

but outside of your parents and some tragedies few of us know 

the single greatest thing you have control over that shapes your 

life … is your friends.  The people who you choose to spend 

time with, risk getting to know, allow to know you.  Friends.   

 

 

There are 2 images I would love for you to take with you from 

today’s readings.  One is the picture of the early church 

breaking bread together with glad and sincere hearts (Acts 2:46) 

and the other is picturing that moment when you were invited 

into this fellowship, we call the church.  The promise is for you 

and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the 

Lord our God will call.” (Acts 2:39) 

 

Imagine with me the first one…the early church breaking 

bread together with glad and sincere hearts.  That is literally 

how this church got its start when it took the leap of faith to 

build a new building on the edge of town.  Each fundraiser 

meal, most nights of classes, most Sunday after worship, and 
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every time they got together to build the church there was a 

potluck meal.  There were quite a few chili suppers, I have 

heard the stories … Before classes, a break from work, kids 

running around in the background, the clink of silverware, the 

joy of laughter, the smell Swedish meatballs, … the church 

breaking bread together with glad and sincere hearts.  Can you 

picture that meal after a long journey traveling to Damascus 

… Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread? 

 

Now imagine with me the second picture.  That moment in 

your life when you were invited to be a friend of someone in 

the church.  Even if you were born and raised in the church 

there was that moment when the church became yours.  These 

are my people; this is where I belong, and this is how I can 

make a difference in the world.  Do you remember?   

 

Youth group, Bible camp, CHIRP, a service event, a late-night 

conversation or for many of us it was someone that just 

happened to sit beside us in the pew.  Someone we talked to in 

the lobby or after a class.   

 

This church exists not because there is work to be done.  That 

was resolved later in Acts 7.  The church exists because there is 

a promise, we all share and there are people in our lives that 

have lost their faith in the promise.   

 

The promise for which this church exists is for you and your 

children AND for all who are far off …  

 

There are people who will not embrace or who will lose their 

confidence in the promise of God’s forgiving love if you are not 

willing to share your life with them.   
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What or who is it that has shaped you into the person you are 

today?  Of those things the one you have the most control over 

is who you choose to spend your time with, your friends.   

 

 

(Fresh look)  We have been wrestling with some words put 

down on paper, a vision for the future of our congregation 

since the Fall.  The voice we are hearing is the voice of God 

asking us to take a – ‘Fresh Look.’   

 

It is my goal to lay out for you two parts of that vision this 

week and the next.  I hope you will dream with me about what 

this church will look like, what your life in this church will look 

like a year from now.   

 

And I hope that when God paints the picture of the possibility 

for us that you might take some concrete steps to let God make 

that dream a reality for you and yours.   

 

In January the congregation leadership fasted and prayed over 

the vision of the church asking God for understanding.  In our 

last week we all wrestled with this same question of who it that 

we share our lives with in the church.  I invite you to briefly go 

through those prayers with me now.  

 

On Monday we prayed for the people in our lives who shaped 

us.  Those who prayed for us over the years. ‘God help them to 

know and feel your love through a connection with a good 

Christian friend today.’  

 

On Tuesday we prayed for that person in our last small group 

of study or service that we got to know best. ‘God help them to 

know and feel your love through a connection with a good 

Christian friend today.’ 
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On Wednesday we prayed for those that will be in your next 

Life Group … could be a small group here at church that you 

study with or volunteer with, or just plain do life with… it 

could be a group of neighbors you have started a backyard fire 

pit tradition with… Pray for the people you are about to get to 

know really well.  ‘Lord may we share our lives so deeply that 

we can speak God’s love into each other’s lives.’ 

 

On Thursday and Friday we prayed more intentionally, you 

may need more time with this one, come back to it.  What is 

stopping you from investing in that new group of friends?  If 

not now when?  Then pick a date.  Talk with your spouse, your 

family, your team.  On this date in April, I will host a dinner, 

or a dessert or a game night, or a backyard campfire revival 

and at that meal that gathering I will ask my friends to pray 

for one thing that weighs heavily on my heart.  I will encourage 

them to ask me how God has answered my prayer the next 

time we share life together.       

 

On Saturday we prayed for the courage to challenge others to 

invest in a Life Group.   

 

 

The promise for which this church exists is for you and your 

children AND for all who are far off …  

 

There are people who will not embrace or who will lose their 

confidence in the promise of God’s forgiving love if you are not 

willing to share your life with them.   

 

What or who is it that has shaped you into the person you are 

today?  Of those things the one you have the most control over 

is who you choose to spend your time with, your friends.   
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Dream with me… This time next year you and your best friend 

will be enjoying the company and the stories and the answered 

prayers of someone new because you invited someone else into 

the group.   This time next year you will be confronting your 

greatest fear with the help of a good friend because you took 

some time to share a hobby and took more time during that 

hobby to talk about prayer.    

 

Dream with me.  This time next year … there will be a 

fellowship Hall filled with young families getting ready for 

Wednesday night classes (Baptism, pre-marriage, parenting, 

AWANA, Head 2 Heart, bible study and worship) There are 

kids running around in the background, the clink of plastic 

forks and spoons, the joy of laughter, the smell Swedish 

meatballs, … the church breaking bread together with glad and 

sincere hearts. 

 

 


