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SUNDAY WORSHIP  
JUNE 28, 2020 

9:30 AM 
 
 

Pastor Kurt Hoover 
Pastor David Stier 

 
Organist: Rose Ann Sochan 

Choir Director: Herb Alexander 
Worship Coordinator: Lloyd Evans 

 
 

“Honor the Lord for the glory of his name. Worship the Lord 
in the splendor of his holiness.” (Psalm 29:2)  

40 Houbolt Rd. 
Joliet, IL 60431 

815.741.4488 www.mlcjoliet.org 
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Welcome To Messiah Lutheran Church livestream 
June 28, 2020 

9:30 A.M. (Online only) 
Enter Reverently, Worship Joyfully, Live Faithfully 

 
PRELUDE                                                                                             Rose Ann Sochan 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OPENING HYMN          “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”       p. 286  v. 1-3 The Hymnal
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LITANY BASED ON PSALM 66 
 
9 
Let everyone bless God and sing his praises;  

for he holds our lives in his hands,  

and he holds our feet to the path.  
10

 You have purified us with fire, O Lord,  

like silver in a crucible.  
11

 You captured us in your net  

and laid great burdens on our backs.  

We went through fire and flood.  

But in the end, you brought us into wealth and great abundance. 
13

 Now I have come to your Temple  

with burnt offerings to pay my vows.  
14

 For when I was in trouble,  

I promised you many offerings.  
16

 Come and hear, all of you who reverence the Lord,  

and I will tell you what he did for me:  
17 

For I cried to him for help  

with praises ready on my tongue.  
18

 He would not have listened if I had not confessed my sins.  
19

 But he listened! He heard my prayer! He paid attention! 
20

 Blessed be God, who didn’t turn away when I was praying 

 and didn’t refuse me his kindness and love. 
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SONGS OF PRAISE      “Great Are You, Lord” 
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“Oceans”   
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 
Leader: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But 

if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and  
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
A MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER AND REFLECTION 
 
Leader: Holy and Gracious God, 
All: I confess that I have sinned against you this day and every day. Some of my 

sin I know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—
but some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness. 
Deliver and restore me, that I may rest in peace and live each day for You. 

Leader: By the mercy of God we are united with Jesus Christ, and in Him we are 
forgiven. We rest now in His peace and rise every morning to serve Him.  
Amen.  

 
THE OFFERING                                                                Rose Ann Sochan 
 
OUR RESPONSE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                  Brian Phipps 
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 OUR OLD TESTAMENT LESSON 
I Samuel 14: 1-15 & 20-23 (NLT)    
 

One day Jonathan said to his armor bearer, “Come on, let’s go over to where the 
Philistines have their outpost.” But Jonathan did not tell his father what he was 
doing. 

2 
Meanwhile, Saul and his 600 men were camped on the outskirts of Gibeah, 

around the pomegranate tree at Migron. 
3 
Among Saul’s men was Ahijah the priest, 

who was wearing the ephod, the priestly vest. Ahijah was the son of Ichabod’s 
brother Ahitub, son of Phinehas, son of Eli, the priest of the Lord who had served at 
Shiloh. No one realized that Jonathan had left the Israelite camp. 

4 
To reach the 

Philistine outpost, Jonathan had to go down between two rocky cliffs that were 
called Bozez and Seneh. 

5 
The cliff on the north was in front of Micmash, and the 

one on the south was in front of Geba. 
6 
“Let’s go across to the outpost of those 

pagans,” Jonathan said to his armor bearer. “Perhaps the Lord will help us, for 
nothing can hinder the Lord. He can win a battle whether he has many warriors or 
only a few!” 

7 
“Do what you think is best,” the armor bearer replied. “I’m with you 

completely, whatever you decide.” 
8 
“All right, then,” Jonathan told him. “We will 

cross over and let them see us. 
9 
If they say to us, ‘Stay where you are or we’ll kill 

you,’ then we will stop and not go up to them. 
10 

But if they say, ‘Come on up and 
fight,’ then we will go up. That will be the Lord’s sign that he will help us defeat 
them.” 

11 
When the Philistines saw them coming, they shouted, “Look! The Hebrews 

are crawling out of their holes!” 
12 

Then the men from the outpost shouted to 
Jonathan, “Come on up here, and we’ll teach you a lesson!” “Come on, climb right 
behind me,” Jonathan said to his armor bearer, “for the Lord will help us defeat 
them! 

13 
So they climbed up using both hands and feet, and the Philistines fell 

before Jonathan, and his armor bearer killed those who came behind them. 
14 

They 
killed some twenty men in all, and their bodies were scattered over about half an 
acre.

 15 
Suddenly, panic broke out in the Philistine army, both in the camp and in the 

field, including even the outposts and raiding parties. And just then an earthquake 
struck, and everyone was terrified. 

20
 Then Saul and all his men rushed out to the 

battle and found the Philistines killing each other. There was terrible confusion 
everywhere. 

21
 Even the Hebrews who had previously gone over to the Philistine 

army revolted and joined in with Saul, Jonathan, and the rest of the 
Israelites. 

22 
Likewise, the men of Israel who were hiding in the hill country of 

Ephraim joined the chase when they saw the Philistines running away. 
23 

So 
the Lord saved Israel that day, and the battle continued to rage even beyond Beth-
aven.  
 
OUR NEW TESTAMENT LESSON 
Hebrews 10:23-25 (NLT) 
23 

Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, for God can be trusted 
to keep his promise. 

24 
Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love 

and good works. 
25 

And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people 
do, but encourage one another, especially now that the day of his return is drawing 
near.  
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                                                                      MESSAGE     

                              Get in the Game  
                                      By Pastor David Stier 

                                                                    (Copies of this sermon and others can be                    
                        found online at mlcjoliet.org)   

 
HYMN:                             “When Morning Gilds the Skies” p. 853 (2X) ELW    
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 WORDS OF FAITH                                                                                        1 John 5 
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves 
the Father loves His child as well. This is how we know that we love the children of 
God: by loving God and carrying out his commands. This is love for God: to obey his 
commands. And his commands are not burdensome, for everyone born of God 
overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. 
Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of 
God.  
      
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
COMMUNION 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                             
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
TIME OF SHARING 
 
THE BENEDICTION 
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CLOSING HYMN                        p. 284   v.1-3 The Hymnal 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

POSTLUDE                                                                         Rose Ann Sochan   
God Will Never Lead You To A Place  
Where His Grace Cannot Keep You. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #35178., CCLI License No. 854341 

 
 
 
 



 13 

 
MLC NEWS 

 
CHURCH BUILDING 

For the month of June, our church building is now open for groups of ten or less. Please 
schedule any meetings and building use with the church office.  The office is open Tuesday

-Friday, 9 am to 5 pm.  
 

ONLINE GIVING 
There are four ways to give to MLC without using the offering plate: 

 
1) Follow this link: messiahlutheranchurch.churchcenter.com/giving 

2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet and choose to use either 
your debit/credit card or automatic bank withdrawal.  

3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 
If you need assistance with any of these, please email worship@mlcjoliet.org or call the 

church office at (815) 741-4488. 
4) Mail your giving to our address, 40 Houbolt Rd., Joliet, IL 60431. 

 
Please feel free to use any of the methods above. FYI, automatic bank withdrawal via the 

Church Center app is the least expensive method for the church to process giving 
payments electronically, but everyone is welcome to use any of the following methods.  

 
LIFEGROUPS 

Life is better together. We are now calling our various meeting groups LifeGroups. We 
have LifeGroups for youth & adults that meet weekly, bi-weekly, monthly and even 

seasonally. They are on the MLC campus, online, and out in the community. These life  
giving groups are created to facilitate serving together, great conversation, a focus on life 

as worship and life long relationships! Some examples (but not all) include: Quilters, 
Worship Team, S.A.L.T. Team Daybreak, Insight, Choir, H2H, Memory Bears, Gardening club, 

Ride the Rock, Online group studies, and the list goes on. What can you add to the mix? 
Talk to the pastors & staff you may have the next great LifeGroup! 

 
LADIES DAY 

Ladies Day 2020 at Olivet Nazarene University has been rescheduled to Saturday, August 
8th from 9 am to 3 pm. If you have purchased tickets, they will be honored for this date. If 

you would like tickets, the office still has some available. They are $45 which includes 
admission, lunch, and transportation.  

 
ONLINE CONNECTION CARD 

We now have an online connection card for people to interact with MLC, as well as show 
their attendance at all services. It helps us keep track of who’s watching and the needs of 

the church. Just go to bit.ly/MLCConnect. 
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 LANDSCAPING HELP 
We are looking for help with our church landscaping. If you are interested, please 
contact Jim Ortinau at 815-782-5295. The areas of work include weeding, raking 
mulch, watering plants, trimming roses and shrubs, picking up trash from around 
the grounds, moving small stones from unwanted areas and maintaining a clean 
parking lot. The time commitment is 45 to 60 minutes per week, any time or day. 

 
 

OUTDOOR/INDOOR SERVICES BEGIN JULY 5 
On July 5th, we will begin 8 am and 11 am outdoor services. In case of weather, 

these services will be held in the Family Life Center with social distancing 
precautions. Attendees are encouraged to bring lawn chairs, and some chairs will 
also be provided. The 8 am service will be traditional and the 11 am service will 

be contemporary.  
 

Also on July 5th, our 9:30 service will become an indoor service once again, in 
addition to still streaming it. However, because of Covid-19, we will use a 

reservation system and hold the seating to 50 people. Reservations for the July 
5th service can be made online via our website or via the church office at 815-
741-4488. There will also be an overflow area in the FLC during this service for 

those who want to worship in the church building but could not get a 
reservation. This area will show a stream of the 9:30 service. This will offer an 

opportunity to fellowship even though the service is in another room. Things to 
remember about indoor services: ushers will seat people so that they are socially 

distanced; attenders are encouraged to wear masks when inside the building; 
attenders will be dismissed by row; no reservations are required for the 8 or 11 

am services.  
 

RIGHT NOW MEDIA 
Some of you already have experienced how great Right Now Media is, but for 
those of you who don't know yet, let us introduce you to it. It's been called the 
"Christian Netflix" because of its vast library of Christian resources. It has small 

group curriculum, short videos, children and adult movies 
(including VeggieTales!) and other Biblical studies from all kinds of dynamic 

speakers. The good news is that, as a member of Messiah, all of this is free to you 
because of our membership with Right Now Media. Soon, you will receive an 

email from Right Now Media to create a free account. After you create the 
account, you will have access to their library on your Roku box or Apple TV, as 
well as your Android or Apple phone or tablet. Again, this is at no cost to you: 

our church's membership pays for yours. We have already used Right Now Media 
in our student ministry, and will be using it in the fall for various adult Bible 

studies. You can check out what they have to offer at rightnowmedia.org, and 
watch for that email!  
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MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 

 
IGNITE (Wednesdays from 6 to 8 pm) 

Our summer program, Ignite, continues for students going into 7th grade 
through 12th grade. We’ll have a time of friends, fun and worship. Make sure to 

come out and have a great time! 
 
 

WORKCAMP 2020 (July 19-24) 
We have opened up Workcamp to any student going into 7th-12th. We will need 
you to sign up by June 14th and the cost is $225 a person. Register by June 15th 

by contacting Brian at brian@mlcjoliet.org.  
 

REMIND 
To keep up with student ministry schedules and events, make sure you are 
subscribed to Remind so that you’ll receive text reminders about the MLC 
student ministry. To receive Remind updates, text @messiahst to 81010  

(or add @messiahst to your class list in the Remind app) to get text reminders  
for student ministry events. 

 

EVENTS 
 

ONLINE LIFE GROUP STUDY (Tuesdays at 6 pm) 
On April 21, we started our interactive online LifeGroup on Zoom. This group will 
run until the end of June. The great news: that group is full! But we would love to 
start more. If you are interested in joining or facilitating a group please contact 

pastor.stier@MLCJoliet.org 
 

PRAYER GROUP (Thursdays at 10 am)  
In the fellowship hall and on Zoom platform. Email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for 

more information. 
 

JULY DRIVE-IN SERVICES (July 8 & 22 at 7 pm) 
Join us once again for a great time of fellowship and open air worship in the 

evening as we give glory to God in a different and exciting way.  
 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 

 
WILL COUNTY BACK TO SCHOOL FAIR  
(Thursday, July 30th from 10 am-5 pm) 

Catholic Charities (Diocese of Joliet) are putting on their 28th annual back to 
school fair for low-income households in Will County. Participants will receive 

school supplies for the coming year. Online pre-registration is required at 
catholiccharitiesjoliet.org. Registrants will receive a ticket and a specific time to 

attend the fair.  
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STEWARDSHIP VERSE OF THE WEEK 
 

Hebrews 13:16  
“Do not neglect doing good and shar-

ing, for with such sacrifices God is 
pleased”  

STEWARDSHIP &  
ATTENDANCE 

 

JUNE 21 
9:30 am (online): 552 views 

 
Ignite: 20 

All counts are estimates only. 
 
 

2020 BUDGET 
 

*Yearly Operating Budget:  $684,388 
Average Need Each Week: $13,161 

Received last week: $8,480.83 
Received year-to-date: $303,118.81 

Needed year-to-date:   $329,025 
* Amended 5/1/20 with Pastoral Position’s Adjustment 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 

TODAY (June 28) 
8:15 am Worship Rehearsal 

9:30 am Online Worship 
10:45 am Online MS & HS Sunday School 

MONDAY (June 29) 
N/A 

TUESDAY (June 30) 
6 pm Life Group  

WEDNESDAY (July 1) 
6:30 pm Ignite 

THURSDAY (July 2) 
10 am Prayer Group 
11 am Staff Meeting 

FRIDAY (July 3) 
N/A 

SATURDAY (July 4) 
N/A 

NEXT SUNDAY (July 5) 
8:00 Outdoor worship 

8:15 Worship Rehearsal 
9:30 am Indoor/Online Worship 

10:45 am Online MS & HS Sunday School 
11 am Outdoor worship 


