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SUNDAY WORSHIP  
JULY 12, 2020 

8:00 AM 
 
 

Pastor Kurt Hoover 
Pastor David Stier 

 
Organist: Rose Ann Sochan 

Choir Director: Herb Alexander 
Youth Director: Brian Phipps 

Worship Coordinator: Lloyd Evans 
 
 

“Honor the Lord for the glory of his name. Worship the Lord 
in the splendor of his holiness.” (Psalm 29:2)  

40 Houbolt Rd. 
Joliet, IL 60431 

815.741.4488 www.mlcjoliet.org 
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Welcome To Messiah Lutheran Church livestream 
JULY 12, 2020 

8:00 A.M. (Online only) 
Enter Reverently, Worship Joyfully, Live Faithfully 

 
PRELUDE                                                                                             Rose Ann Sochan 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OPENING HYMN   “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”  p. 26 v. 1, 2 & 4 The Hymnal
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LITANY BASED ON PSALM 81 
 

PASTOR:  In your distress you called and I rescued you, 

      I answered you out of a thundercloud; 

      I tested you at the waters of Meribah. 

ALL:   Hear me, my people, and I will warn you— 

      if you would only listen to me, Israel! 

PASTOR:  You shall have no foreign god among you; 

      you shall not worship any god other than me. 

ALL:   I am the Lord your God, 

      who brought you up out of Egypt. 

  Open wide your mouth and I will fill it. 

PASTOR:  But my people would not listen to me; 

      Israel would not submit to me. 

ALL:   So I gave them over to their stubborn hearts 

      to follow their own devices. 

PASTOR:  “If my people would only listen to me, 

      if Israel would only follow my ways, 

ALL:   how quickly I would subdue their enemies 

      and turn my hand against their foes! 

PASTOR:  Those who hate the Lord would cringe before him, 

      and their punishment would last forever. 

ALL:   But you would be fed with the finest of wheat; 

      with honey from the rock I would satisfy you.” Amen 
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HYMNS OF PRAISE      “His Name is Wonderful”  p. 101   v. (X2) 
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“I Will Call Upon the Lord”    p. 38  (X2)  The Hymnal 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 
Leader: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But 

if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and  
      cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
A MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER AND REFLECTION 
 
Leader: Holy and Gracious God, 
All: I confess that I have sinned against you this day and every day. Some of my 

sin I know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—
but some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness. 
Deliver and restore me, that I may rest in peace and live each day for You. 

Leader: By the mercy of God we are united with Jesus Christ, and in Him we are 
forgiven. We rest now in His peace and rise every morning to serve Him.  
Amen.  

 
THE OFFERING                                                                Rose Ann Sochan 
 
OUR RESPONSE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE               Audra Spielman 
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 OUR OLD TESTAMENT LESSON 
Lamentations 5:14-22   
Reader: Bev Korby 
 
The elders are gone from the city gate; the young men have stopped their 
music.

15 
Joy is gone from our hearts; our dancing has turned to 

mourning.
16 

The crown has fallen from our head. Woe to us, for we have 
sinned!

17 
Because of this our hearts are faint, because of these things our 

eyes grow dim
18 

for Mount Zion, which lies  desolate, with jackals prowling 
over it. 

19 
You, Lord, reign forever; your throne endures from generation to 

generation. 
20 

Why do you always forget us? Why do you forsake us so long? 
21 

Restore us to yourself, Lord, that we may return; renew our days as of old 
22 

unless you have utterly rejected us and are angry with us beyond measure. 
  
OUR EPISTLE LESSON 

Galatians 5:13-18   
13 

You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But 
do not use your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one 
another humbly in love. 

14 
For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one 

command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
15 

If you bite and devour each 
other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other. 
16 

So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the 
flesh. 

17 
For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what 

is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that you are 
not to do whatever you want. 

18 
But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not 

under the law. 
  
OUR GOSPEL LESSON 

Luke 19:1-10  
1-4 

Then Jesus entered and walked through Jericho. There was a 
man there, his name Zacchaeus, the head tax man and quite rich. He wanted 
desperately to see Jesus, but the crowd was in his way—he was a short man 
and couldn’t see over the crowd. So he ran on ahead and climbed up in a 
sycamore tree so he could see Jesus when he came by. 
5-7 

When Jesus got to the tree, he looked up and said, “Zacchaeus, hurry 
down. Today is my day to be a guest in your home.” Zacchaeus scrambled out 
of the tree, hardly believing his good luck, delighted to take Jesus home with 
him. Everyone who saw the incident was indignant and grumped, “What 
business does he have getting cozy with this crook?” 
8
 Zacchaeus just stood there, a little stunned. He stammered apologetically, 

“Master, I give away half my income to the poor—and if I’m caught cheating, I 
pay four times the damages.” 
9-10 

Jesus said, “Today is salvation day in this home! Here he is: Zacchaeus, son 
of Abraham! For the Son of Man came to find and restore the lost.” 
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MESSAGE                              “Flesh & Spirit: God’s Guidance to Good Health” 
                                                By Pastor Kurt Hoover 
                                                (Copies of this sermon and others can be           
        found online at mlcjoliet.org)   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
HYMN                             “Blessed Assurance”  p. 345  v. 1 & 3   The Hymnal 
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WORDS OF FAITH                                                                     The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again. He ascended into 
Heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.  
      
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
COMMUNION 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                             
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
THE BENEDICTION 
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CLOSING HYMN                        p. 461  v.1 & 3  The Hymnal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POSTLUDE                                                                         Rose Ann Sochan   
God Will Never Lead You To A Place  
Where His Grace Cannot Keep You. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #35178., CCLI License No. 854341 
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MLC NEWS 

 
CHURCH BUILDING 

For the month of July, our church building is open for groups of fifty or less. Please 
schedule any meetings and building use with the church office.  The office is open Tuesday

-Friday, 9 am to 5 pm.  
 

ONLINE GIVING 
There are four ways to give to MLC without using the offering plate: 

 
1) Follow this link: messiahlutheranchurch.churchcenter.com/giving 

2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet and choose to use either 
your debit/credit card or automatic bank withdrawal.  

3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 
If you need assistance with any of these, please email worship@mlcjoliet.org or call the 

church office at (815) 741-4488. 
4) Mail your giving to our address, 40 Houbolt Rd., Joliet, IL 60431. 

 
Please feel free to use any of the methods above. FYI, automatic bank withdrawal via the 

Church Center app is the least expensive method for the church to process giving 
payments electronically, but everyone is welcome to use any of the preceding methods.  

 
LIFEGROUPS 

Life is better together. We are now calling our various meeting groups LifeGroups. We 
have LifeGroups for youth & adults that meet weekly, bi-weekly, monthly and even 

seasonally. They are on the MLC campus, online, and out in the community. These life  
giving groups are created to facilitate serving together, great conversation, a focus on life 

as worship and life long relationships! Some examples (but not all) include: Quilters, 
Worship Team, S.A.L.T., Team Daybreak, Insight, Choir, H2H, Memory Bears, Gardening 

club, Ride the Rock, Online group studies, and the list goes on. What can you add to the 
mix? Talk to the pastors & staff you may have the next great LifeGroup! 

 
ONLINE CONNECTION CARD 

We have an online connection card for people to interact with MLC, as well as show their 
attendance at all three services. It helps us keep track of who’s attending/watching, and it 

helps us to stay aware of the needs of the church. Just go to bit.ly/MLCConnect. 
 

LANDSCAPING HELP 
We are looking for help with our church landscaping. If you are interested, please contact 
Jim Ortinau at 815-782-5295. The areas of work include weeding, raking mulch, watering 

plants, trimming roses and shrubs, picking up trash from around the grounds, moving 
small stones from unwanted areas and maintaining a clean parking lot. The time 

commitment is 45 to 60 minutes per week, any time or day. 
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OUTDOOR/INDOOR SERVICES FOR JULY 
For July, we will hold 8 am and 11 am outdoor services. In case of weather, these 
services will be held in the Family Life Center with social distancing precautions. 

Attendees are encouraged to bring lawn chairs, and some chairs will also be 
provided. The 8 am service will be traditional and the 11 am service will be 

contemporary. Also, our 9:30 service will is an indoor service, in addition to still 
streaming it. However, because of Covid-19, we will use a reservation system and 
hold the seating to 50 people. Reservations for the July 5th service can be made 

online via our website or via the church office at 815-741-4488. There will also be 
an overflow area in the FLC during this service for those who want to worship in 
the church building but could not get a reservation. This area will show a stream 
of the 9:30 service. Things to remember about indoor services: ushers will seat 
people so that they are socially distanced; attenders are encouraged to wear 

masks when inside the building; attenders will be dismissed by row; no 
reservations are required for the 8 or 11 am services.  

 
RIGHT NOW MEDIA 

Some of you already have experienced how great Right Now Media is, but for 
those of you who don't know yet, let us introduce you to it. It's been called the 
"Christian Netflix" because of its vast library of Christian resources. It has small 
group curriculum, short videos, children and adult movies and other Biblical 

studies from all kinds of dynamic speakers. The good news is that, as a member 
of Messiah, all of this is free to you because of our membership with Right Now 
Media. If you haven’t received an email to join Right Now Media, please contact 

the church office at worship@mlcjoliet.org.  
 

MENTAL HEALTH CHECK-INS 
We are now offering mental health check-ins at Messiah for the months of July 
and August. Drop in or schedule a time to talk to someone on Tuesdays 11am-
5pm or Wednesdays 1pm-7pm In July and August. You can make appointments 

for these by going to our website, mlcjoliet.org/help or by calling the office. 

 
MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 

 
IGNITE (Wednesdays from 6 to 8 pm) 

Our summer program, Ignite, continues for students going into 7th grade 
through 12th grade. We’ll meet in the FLC and have a time of friends, fun and 

worship. Make sure to come out and have a great time! 
 

MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 
We’re back in the building for Sunday school for middle and high school 

students every Sunday. We’ll meet upstairs in the Awana area.  
 

YOUTH CAMPING TRIP (August 6-9) 
The youth are headed to Chain of Lakes State Park in Indiana for a great time of 
camping, fellowship, fun and discipleship. It is open to middle and high school 

students. Contact Brian for more details.  
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REMIND 
To receive Remind updates about student ministry events and news, text 

@messiahst to 81010 (or add @messiahst to your class list in the Remind app) to 
get text reminders for student ministry events. 

 
YOUTH LEADERSHIP TEAM 

The Youth Leadership Team is starting back up. If you have an interest in being a 
part of it, please contact Brian.  

 

EVENTS 

 
PRAYER GROUP (Thursdays at 10 am)  

In the sanctuary and on Zoom platform. Email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for 
more information. 

 
JULY DRIVE-IN SERVICES (July 22 at 7 pm) 

Join us once again for a great time of fellowship and open air worship in the 
evening as we give glory to God in a different and exciting way.  

 
LADIES DAY (Saturday, August 8 from 9 am to 3 pm) 

We’re headed to Ladies Day 2020 at Olivet Nazarene University, but now it’s 
online! Instead of gathering, they are streaming the entire event. There will be 
more information to come. If you have purchased tickets, they will be honored 

for this date. If you would like tickets, the office still has some available. They are 
$45 which includes admission, lunch, and transportation.  

 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 

Congratulations to Patrick and Courtney King on the baptism of their son 
Benjamin James King during the 11 am service! 

 

COMMUNITY RESOURCES 

 
WILL COUNTY BACK TO SCHOOL FAIR  
(Thursday, July 30th from 10 am-5 pm) 

Catholic Charities (Diocese of Joliet) are putting on their 28th annual back to 
school fair for low-income households in Will County. Participants will receive 

school supplies for the coming year. Online pre-registration is required at 
catholiccharitiesjoliet.org. Registrants will receive a ticket and a specific time to 

attend the fair.  
 

Illinois Department of Human Services (IDHS): 800-889-3931 
National Domestic Hotline: 800-799-7233 or 800-787-3224 

Disaster Distress Helpline for Mental Health: 800-985-5990 or text 66746 
Substance Abuse Mental Health Service Administration: samhsa.gov 

Center for Disease Control: cdc.gov 
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STEWARDSHIP VERSE OF THE WEEK 
 

Luke 6:38  
“Give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, 

running over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be 
measured back to you.” 

STEWARDSHIP &  
ATTENDANCE 

 

WEEK OF JULY 5 
8:00 am: 31 
9:30 am: 20 

9:30 am (online): 190 views 
11:00 am: 123 

 
MS/HS Sunday School:  

 
Ignite: 18 

 
All online counts are estimates only. 

 

2020 BUDGET 

 
Operating Expenses:  $684,388 

Average Need Each Week: $13,161 
Received last week: $19,852 

Received year-to-date: $329,191 
Needed year-to-date:  $355,347 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 

TODAY (July 12) 
8:15 am Worship Rehearsal 

9:30 am Online Worship 
10:45 am Online MS & HS Sunday School 

11 am Outdoor worship 
MONDAY (July 13) 

N/A 
TUESDAY (July 14) 

N/A  
WEDNESDAY (July 15) 

6:30 pm Ignite 
THURSDAY (July 16) 
10 am Prayer Group 
11 am Staff Meeting 

FRIDAY (July 17) 
N/A 

SATURDAY (July 18) 
N/A 

NEXT SUNDAY (July 19) 
8:00 Outdoor worship 

8:15 Worship Rehearsal 
9:30 am Indoor/Online Worship 

10:45 am Online MS & HS Sunday School 
11 am Outdoor worship 


