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 Joining Jesus in Your Family, part 2  

by Pastor Kurt Hoover  
    

  

Isaiah 56:1-5 (NIV)  This is what the Lord says: “Maintain justice  

    and do what is right,  

for my salvation is close at hand  

    and my righteousness will soon be revealed.  
2 Blessed is the one who does this—  

    the person who holds it fast,  

who keeps the Sabbath without desecrating it,  

    and keeps their hands from doing any evil.”  
3 Let no foreigner who is bound to the Lord say,  

    “The Lord will surely exclude me from his people.”  

And let no eunuch complain,  

    “I am only a dry tree.”4 For this is what the Lord says: “To the 

eunuchs who keep my Sabbaths,  

    who choose what pleases me  

    and hold fast to my covenant—  
5 to them I will give within my temple and its walls  

    a memorial and a name  

    better than sons and daughters;  

I will give them an everlasting name  

    that will endure forever.  

 

Acts 8:26-38  (NIV)  26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to 

the road—the desert road—that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he 

started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official 

in charge of all the treasury of the Kandake (which means “queen of the 

Ethiopians”). This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and on 

his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the 

prophet. 29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.”  
30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the 

prophet. “Do you understand what you are reading?” Philip asked.  
31 “How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited 

Philip to come up and sit with him.  
32 This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading:  

“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter,  

    and as a lamb before its shearer is silent,  
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    so he did not open his mouth.  
33 In his humiliation he was deprived of justice.  

    Who can speak of his descendants?  

    For his life was taken from the earth.”  

34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking 

about, himself or someone else?” 35 Then Philip began with that very passage 

of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus.  
36 As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch 

said, “Look, here is water. What can stand in the way of my being 

baptized?” [37]  38 And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and 

the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him.  

  
 

Matthew 12:48-50  (NIV) 48 He replied to him, “Who is my mother, and who 

are my brothers?” 49 Pointing to his disciples, he said, “Here are my mother 

and my brothers. 50 For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my 

brother and sister and mother.”  
  

It is the common perception that God exists to bless your 

family and your plans for producing perfect children and 

grandchildren. … Tell me I am wrong.  Tell me that is not 50-

70% of the reason we are a part of church.  

God wants more for you then that your life would revolve 

around you and your stuff, your accomplishments, what you 

have built or can build.  God wants your life to revolve around 

something far greater than you and your family.  Instead, God 

invites your family to join him in a much larger story.  God 

invites you to join Him in what He is doing in the world 

through families just like yours. 

I invite you to take the hard step, right now, of truly evaluating 

what it is you are letting consume your families time and 

energy?   What would it take to invest less in the modern ideas 

of a successful family and become a part of what God is doing 

through the church?   What would it look like if your family’s 

life revolved around the work of the church?   
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What would it look like if your family’s life revolved around 

the work of the church?  That is not just being here more often 

and volunteering more. What would it look like for you to 

surrender your family’s goals, agendas and time to the work of 

God all around you?  The most important life God is going to 

transform through your family may never step foot in this 

building.  But, and as I say this please see the smile on my face 

- if you are looking for a place to start maybe it is by getting 

connected more than just an hour on Sunday or listening to a 

sermon online.   

 

 “Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?” 

This is Jesus response when his birth family come looking for 

him because he is embarrassing them, bringing shame on the 

family, standing out too much, not following the norm…   

Jesus got a lot of that in His ministry and not just from His 

family, but His followers, even His best friends who knew him 

best questioned the way He did things and why He did things 

… What Jesus did just didn’t always fit into the common 

understanding of a person’s success and purpose.  

In this case, Jesus family comes looking for Him because he has 

chosen some other higher purpose then the success of the 

family.  He is causing a fuss and it is reflecting poorly on his 

family name.  His own family is seeking to stop Him - To which 

Jesus asks the searching question -   “Who is my mother, and 

who are my brothers?” 

 

As we ask the question of how it is that we can join Jesus in our 

families I want to warn you this is a challenging question 
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because our common perception is that God exists to bless your 

family and your plans for producing perfect children and 

grandchildren.   

Who are my family – those that do the will of our Father in 

Heaven.  Who are my family – those whose lives revolve 

around the work of the church.  

 

So, what is that work and how is that God is inviting your 

family to join into it?  We need look no further than what 

Philip was able to do for the Ethiopian eunuch.  

A eunuch (Matthew 19:12) in the ancient world was a man who 

had been mutilated.  

As a boy, a key part 

of his anatomy was 

removed as a way to 

keep him from 

having children and 

a family, thus his 

loyalty would 

always be to the 

ruler or owner he 

served. *  

Notice that 

although he was a 

wealthy and 

successful man, he 

is first identified by 

what is missing in 

his life. He is a 

eunuch from 

Ethiopia. Which 
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indeed is still how this interaction is described.  We don’t talk 

about Philip and the rich, successful guy from Ethiopia, who 

most likely was the key factor in bringing the Christian faith to 

the heart of Africa and saved countless lives.  No, we describe 

him by his disability. And he probably thought nothing of it 

even though it defined the very questions that lead him to 

Jesus.  

This man was the Jeff Bezos or Bill Gates of his country and 

yet he was not complete, he was still searching.  He had the 

resources to come to Jerusalem on pilgrimage looking for who 

he was and where he belongs.  What do you suppose was his 

reaction when he found out he wasn’t even allowed to be a part 

of the temple worship, not because he was a foreigner, but 

because he was missing part of his body?(Deut. 23:1)  Did he 

stand straining to listen to the music outside the temple gate?  

Did he find the healing he was looking for?  And how did he 

end up with, of all the religious writing available, a scroll of 

Isaiah’s prophecies?    

Now listen to this.  Think about what might have been going 

through this man, a eunuch’s mind.  Here is what he was 

reading as Philip caught up to him on the road:  

“He was like a sheep that is taken to be slaughtered, 
    like a lamb that makes no sound when its wool is cut 
off. 
    He did not say a word. 
33 He was humiliated, and justice was denied him. 
    No one will be able to tell about his descendants, 
    because his life on earth has come to an end.” (GNT) 

Now that is a compelling story right.  God works in wonderful 

ways to connect the dots.  This naked, wool-cut-off, humiliated 

lamb was someone with which the eunuch could identify.  

What ever it was Isaiah had to say about this man certainly 
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had to be part of the answer to the questions his life was 

asking.  Philip asks if he understands the reading and then 

goes on to unwrap for him the promises foretold in Isaiah - 

that our relationship with God would not be defined by what 

we lack, in our success or even how well we live out our 

purpose, but in the mercy of a Father’s love for the saving 

work of His only son.   

This eunuch, perhaps without even knowing it is looking for 

the one thing his success and wealth, power and privilege, 

security and education can not give him.  He is looking for a 

family.  He is looking to be a part of something so much bigger 

than just him and his stuff and his accomplishments.  He is 

looking for a place to belong.   

Who are my family – those that do the will of our Father in 

Heaven.  Who are my family – those whose lives revolve 

around the work of the church. Who are my family – those 

who invite others to be a part of it, those who put others before 

themselves and theirs.  

Family is not just about who we are related to – it is defined by 

joining Jesus in what he is doing and inviting others into a 

family so much larger than us and ours. 

In our world the common assumption, that you walked in her 

with today, is that God exists to bless your family.  The goal is 

to have kids and mold them into successful contributors to 

society, Right?   That is what family is all about, Right?   

Jesus got a lot of grief because he challenged this perception 

that God exists to serve you and yours.  Rather, Jesus invites 

us to be a part of something so much greater than anything we 

can accomplish on our own.  God is using our families to invite 

others into His family.  
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Who is it in your life that maybe searching for a place to 

belong, for family?   

 

How is it that God might use your family to invite that person 

into God’s family? (Just as he used Philip in the life of the 

successful Ethiopian)  

 

What would need to change in your life to make the needs of 

your children’s friends more important than your child’s next 

achievement?   

What would it take to show your children and grandchildren 

what it means to serve rather then what it means to be better 

than the next kid?  Grades, music, sports…  

 

These are hard questions, I know.  See the smile on my face as 

I ask them.  Know that you are loved in spite of them.  BUT, do 

not ignore them.  Reread them and make notes.  What would 

have to change in your family in order for your kids to see and 

know the importance of serving others rather then beating 

others?  THIS MATTERS!! 

 

What would it look like if your family’s life revolved around 

the work of the church?  That is not just being here more often 

and volunteering more, (although that is a good first step). The 

most important life God is going to transform through your 

family may never step foot in this building.   What would it 

look like for you to surrender your family’s goals, agendas and 

time to the work of God all around you?  
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We belong to God and his family not because of our 

achievements or the success of our families. Nothing you lack 

or have done wrong up to this point can keep you out of God’s 

family.  We belong because of the mercy of a Father’s love for 

the redeeming work of His son.  Because of what Jesus has 

done for you and yours you are a part of God’s family and God 

is using you to invite others into the forgiveness and Grace, 

purpose and fulfilment that can only come in serving and 

trusting God through the example of His Son.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Some of the content about the Ethiopian Eunuch paraphrased from a message 

by Dr. Diana R. Garland (2003). Director of the Center for Family & Community 

Ministries.  Chair of Social Work.  Baylor University.  


