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18 When Jesus saw the crowd around him, he gave orders to cross to the other side of the 

lake. 19 Then a teacher of the law came to him and said, “Teacher, I will follow you 

wherever you go.” 

20 Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to 

lay his head.” 

21 Another disciple said to him, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” 

22 But Jesus told him, “Follow me, and let the dead bury their own dead.” (Matthew 8:18-

22) 

Do you remember ever throwing a fit over something that wanted right now? Have your own kids 

thrown fits over not getting something immediately? Have you observed a poor, beleaguered parent in 

the same situation at Walmart or Target? If so, you know just how urgent the matter seems to the child. 

For whatever reason, in that moment, they have become single minded, totally focused on the item in 

question.  

Strangely enough, there is a great kingdom lesson to be learned from the fit-throwing, petulant child 

who wants to get his way. It may not seem like it on the surface, but there really is. You see, in that 

moment, that child can think about nothing else. There is only one thing in his or her universe. That kind 

of laser-like focus is, if nothing else, impressive. When I was seven, my dad started giving me an 

allowance. Every two weeks, he would give me a $2 bill. I decided that it was time for me to save up and 

buy a new combination 8 track and record player. So, in my little metal toy safe, I stashed my $2 bills 

every other week until I had $60 saved. I hoped this was enough. I went to Kmart to buy what I wanted, 

only to find that the cheapest record player was $90, so my mom made up the rest. But I had saved up 

for months to purchase this thing that I wanted. I had focused on it for a long period of time. In my mind 

I had to have it.  

 

In the kingdom, there is an immediacy of the work at hand. In other words, us believers have a job to do, 

and we need to do it now. People need to know Jesus. People need help now. People need love now. 

People need grace in the moment when they are at their most vulnerable. I don’t think any of us would 

disagree with the urgent nature of this work. But there can definitely be a disconnect between our 

knowledge of the urgency of kingdom work, and the application of that knowledge. To say it another 

way, there can sometimes be a difference between thinking something is true, and acting as if it’s true.  

Because it’s not tangible, because it’s not something we can touch or fully realize or even sometimes 

understand, it feels distant. It feels far away from us. It’s not a bill that needs paid now or it will go to 

collections. It’s not a screaming baby that needs our immediate attention. It’s not like driving a car or 



going grocery shopping, both of which have their own sense of importance. So it feels far away. But I can 

guarantee that it’s anything but.  

Jesus tells us that the kingdom of heaven is near in Matthew 3:2. The Biblical writer James compares our 

lives to a vapor, a mist. So, if you add those two together, we know that we close to the kingdom and 

the work that being a part of that kingdom entails, but also that time is short. How many times have you 

said the phrase, “It seems like just yesterday…” For Summar and myself, we look at pictures of our son 

Dylan when he young and wonder that old cliché, “where did the time go?” Time is fleeting. So we must 

be about our Father’s business. To do that, it must be real to us, as real as anything tangible that we can 

touch. I want to offer you three ways in which we can make the kingdom and eternity more real in our 

every day lives.  

The first way we can do this is to see people how Jesus saw them. When we look at people, we see the 

outside. God, referring to Eliab when he was telling Samuel who was to be king, said “Do not look on his 

appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him. For the Lord doesn’t see as man 

sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.”  We are unable to look on 

the heart like God can. But we do know that we are all spiritual beings, with a body, soul and spirit  

according to Paul. So how would you see people if you saw them that way, as not only a body, but a soul 

and a spirit? A soul that lasts forever. If that’s how we approached those around us, how would it make 

our interactions with them different? We might feel more pressed to talk about Jesus and his saving 

grace. We might feel more gracious or feel that the person we’re talking to is more precious because 

they are eternal. And if they are eternal, then they are special. If we’re all children of God, then we 

would have to concede that God wouldn’t like us treating his children poorly in the checkout line at the 

supermarket just because we’re having a bad day. He might not think it’s so great that we get angry at 

the driver in front of us who makes a mistake. Imagine if we saw people like God saw people, with all 

the potential He imbued in them, and us. Imagine how he mourns when we refuse to live up to that 

potential, or let others do the same.  

There are people who seem to have the gift of empathy, at least they’re more empathetic so than most 

of us. My wife is one of these people. They sometimes own the hurts of people around them as if they 

were their own. It can be difficult to have that emotional weight, but feeling things deeply isn’t a bad 

thing. If we looked at people as having a full range of emotion and logic, a fully realized, Godly creation, 

instead of seeing them merely as the last thing they did for us, or their last accomplishment, what would 

that mean in terms of loving them and caring about their relationship with Christ? I think it would make 

us buy in more to their lives, and care about them more deeply. We would be more invested in what’s 

going on in their life, both in the temporal and the eternal.  

The second way we can make the kingdom more real in our lives is to study the Bible. Now this is an 

obvious answer, but what I’m advocating for is more of a detailed study of what happens when you see 

the kingdom on earth.  

For example, the story of Mary and Martha is a great example of how to prioritize the kingdom over 

everything else. 38 As Jesus and the disciples continued on their way to Jerusalem, they came to a 

certain village where a woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. 39 Her sister, Mary, sat at 

the Lord’s feet, listening to what he taught. 40 But Martha was distracted by the big dinner she was 

preparing. She came to Jesus and said, “Lord, doesn’t it seem unfair to you that my sister just sits here 

while I do all the work? Tell her to come and help me.” 41 But the Lord said to her, “My dear Martha, you 



are worried and upset over all these details! 42 There is only one thing worth being concerned about. 

Mary has discovered it, and it will not be taken away from her.” 

Notice a couple of things in this text. The first thing is that Martha is many of us. It’s so easy to be 

Martha. We’re concerned about many things, we’re pushed and pulled in different directions, and life 

has a way of making our decisions for us at times. We can be so tempted to put our energy into worldly 

work, even if it’s good worldly work, that there’s no time for the one thing that is far more important. 

Have you been there? Are you there right now? Remember that Jesus says there is only one thing worth 

being concerned about in that moment and Mary has found it. What is that one thing? It’s everything 

we need. It’s the teaching of Jesus. It’s the bread of life. It’s the water that we can drink from and never 

thirst again. It’s the stuff that lasts. Food in this world doesn’t last. It’s not bad, but it doesn’t last. 

Working hard in this world is a good thing, but that fruit of that work most likely won’t last forever. A 

few weeks ago during a children’s sermon I told the story about me building my first Lego set. My 

mother superglued the Legos together so that I couldn’t take it apart and so I could play with it without 

it falling apart. I put a lot of time into it. At age 47, I have no idea where that Lego set is. I don’t have it 

any more. All the work I put into it, although it was fun and the memory had somewhat of an impact on 

me, didn’t last forever. So when we study the Bible we see kingdom principles in the stories and truths 

that Jesus laid out for us. In this passage, for example, we see that sitting at the master’s feet was more 

important that prepping a meal. That doesn’t mean that you should never cook. That would just make 

me sad! It does mean that when it’s time for learning about how we can live for God, we take that 

seriously. Whether it’s a life group or Sunday morning church, an informal conversation we have with a 

friend about God or praying with someone who is struggling, we absolutely have to be in the moment, 

and we find out how to be in the moment when we read scripture and see how Jesus reacted to those 

around him. Which brings me to my third point. Always be engaged. 

Just like that little child that wanted a toy in a store, our desire to be kingdom workers has to be all 

encompassing. It doesn’t mean we become zealots or obnoxious. Far from it. What it does mean is that 

it becomes a fire that burns within us to be the people that God has called us to be. Check out what Paul 

has to say about what feels like for the kingdom to become an all-encompassing thing: 

8 What is more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my 

Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found 

in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in 

Christ—the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith. 10 I want to know Christ—yes, to 

know the power of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 

and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead. 12 Not that I have already obtained all 

this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took 

hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I 

do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win 

the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

Notice a couple of things here. Notice that Paul says he’s lost all things, which is true. He used to have 

stature in the Jewish community. That’s gone. We have no idea if he had wealth, but it’s not beyond 

reason to think that he had some. That’s gone, too. His old life, pre-road to Damascus, it’s all garbage 

because it wasn’t getting him any closer to Jesus. Anything…anything that is in the way between you and 

Jesus must go, and it must go now. Not because you’re earning your salvation, but because God is just 



that great. Remember what Jesus said to Mary: there is only one thing to be concerned about. And 

when you’re concerned about that one thing, everything else is ok. And by that I don’t mean everything 

else just lines up and falls into place. Far from it. What I mean is that it’s so important that you love God 

and love your neighbor as yourself that all the other stuff, the worldly striving just doesn’t mean very 

much.  

We sing this great hymn called Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus, and it cuts to the heart of what I’m getting 

at: Turn your eyes upon Jesus, look full in His wonderful face, and the things of earth will grow strangely 

dim, in the light of his glory and grace. All that stuff…it just won’t matter any more.  

I want you to know this morning that your sacrifice in this life for the kingdom of God means something. 

Something is impacted eternally when you look full in his wonderful face and let the pleasure or comfort 

of this world pass away. Eternal things are urgent. They command our attention now. 

In our Gospel passage for today, on the surface Jesus seems to be a little callous or cold at first. If 

someone says, “I’ll follow you wherever you go”, it’s sounds like a complement. But this person really 

didn’t know what they were promising. Let me stop here and say that I would offer that we don’t always 

understand the full ramifications of what it means to follow God when we start on that path in earnest. 

Because Jesus’ retort to this man seems strange at first: “the Son of Man has no place to lay his head” – 

What does that have to do with me following you? But look at what he’s really saying. He’s saying that 

you’re going to forsake your life to live like me. Do you really want to be functionally homeless, do you 

really want to follow wherever I go? Live how I live? Count the cost.  

Then he tells a son in mourning to “let the dead bury their own dead” - But who are “the dead” whom 

Jesus referred to as being the ones to bury their own dead? The word dead is used in this passage in two 

different senses. It is apparently a paradox and is used very effectively. The Jews used the word dead 

often to express indifference toward a thing or to express that something has no influence over us. To 

be dead to the law (Romans 7:4), to be dead to sin (Romans 6:11), means that the law and sin have no 

influence or control over us. We are free from them. 

So people of the world, in a sense, are dead to Christ. They do not see His beauty, nor do they hear His 

voice or desire to follow Him. Only His “sheep” will do those things (John 10:27). The people of the 

world are those whom the Savior describes here as the (spiritually) dead who should bury the 

(physically) dead. Let people, He says, who are not interested in My work, and who are “dead in sin” 

(Ephesians 2:1), take care of the dead. Your duty right now is to follow Me. It doesn’t have to be taken 

literally to understand that once again Jesus is saying to count the cost. If you’re attached to anything in 

this world before me, then you’re not serious about following.  

Yes, it might seem callous on the surface, but Jesus is, in both cases, telling people who he probably 

knows are torn inside, who aren’t all in, that the degree to which you have to be all in is great, and 

maybe you’re not ready for it. From the rich young ruler to his admonishment in Revelation about being 

luke warm, there is this serious demand that Jesus claims on the lives of his followers, so much so that it 

can cause us to wonder if we’re up to the task.  

Unfortunately, at times, us believers can be just like the world. We can act like our lives are our own, like 

we get to decide. We might even ask God to bless our plans. But when we do that, we’ve got it reversed, 

because our plans come from him. James says this: “Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we 



will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money.” 14 Why, you do not 

even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while 

and then vanishes. 15 Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.” 

(James 4:13-15) 

Let me close by asking you this question one more time: can you imagine if were as single minded about 

God and his kingdom as a child is about wanting a toy? If we didn’t let the world pull us in every 

direction, or allow our thoughts and emotions to be swayed by the wind? What would happen? Where 

would it lead us? We know it would be difficult. But we also know it would be amazing. So, if you feel 

like you’ve been jostled about by the world and its temptations, I want to encourage you to turn your 

eyes back upon Jesus, and let the rest of it fade away. In Jesus’ name, amen.  


